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PREFACE. 



Our readers have now before them the Fifth Volume of the Runs, Races, and 
other doings of the L.B.C., and it is our pleasing duty to congratulate them on 
the increase in number of contributors during the past year. A. 0. Ward, 
Scott-Stokes, and Ashley Barrett, whose names are household words in the 
" London," have borne in past years the brunt of the battle, and now their 
untiring efforts have borne fruit, and it has been for the present Editor to reap 
the benefit of their zeal and to have been enabled to present to members a 
Volume which he humbly hopes will prove a readable one. 

In the Committee's Report of the doings of the Club, which will soon 
be in the hands of members, will be handed down to posterity the names of 
those men whose gallant deeds on the wheel have brought fame and lustre to 
the London Bicycle Club, but it is for this page to record those knights of 
the pen who have done good servipe to the Club in the pages of the Gazette. 
Our cordial thanks are due to T. E. Scrutton, Theo. Godlee, W. R. Sewell/ 
R. G. Francis, A. E. Buckler, W. A. Smith, and H. Jennings — our fellow 
members, — as well as to Mr. G. F. Cobb, of the C.U.Bi.C, and the Rev. W. 
D'A. Crofton, of the O.U.Bi.C, and we heartily hope they will long continue to 
contribute t-o our columns. 

December 31st, 1882. 
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CLUB FINANCES. 

As the end of the year approaches it becomes possible for 
the IVeasurer to make a rough estimate of the financial 
success or failure which he has to report to the General 
Meeting. We understand that this year the result of his 
calculations is such as to render it necessary that a very 
large portion of the General Meeting should be given up to 
financial discussion. The balance-sheet for the year 1881 
is expected to show a deficit of about £60 ; or (as the 
Club entered on the year with a balance of £10), of £70 
on the year's work. Such a large deficit is accounted for 
in detail roughly as follo^vs : — 

Expenses connected with the Bath Race £ b. d. 

not incurred in 1880 18 

Expenses of Oxford— London Match 15 
Decrease in Subscriptions and Entrance 

Fees 20 

Loss on Annual Race Meeting... ... 15 

The first two of these, representing half the deficit, are 
items of expense which the Club ought to provide for in 
every year. The last two represent a decline in the 
numerical strength of the Club and the interest taken 
in the Race Meeting, and which every member individually 
should do his best to retrieve. 

The Committee, after careful consideration, have agreed 
to recommend the following scheme to the Club : — 
I. To only issue the Gazette fort- £ b. d, 
nightly during the summer season, 
saving thus about 50 



IL To use an advertisement sheet 
with each Gazefte, gaining thus 
about 16 

III. To discontinue the Evening Race 
Meeting, saving thus about 10 

IV. To discontinue the Attendance 

Prizes, saving thus about 7 

V. To effect a saving in rent of Club 

Rooms, estimated at 5 

Being a total saving of £SS 

We understand, however, that an alternative scheme will 
be proposed by some of the leading members of the Club to 
the following effect 

I. To issue the Gazette weekly, as £ d. 
at present, with an advertising 

sheet, thus gaining about 

II. To raise the Entrance Fee from 
One Guinea to One and a half 
Guineas, which is estimated to 
produce at least 

The other items as in heads III., IV., 
V. of the Committee's scheme 



24 



15 







Representing a total saving of £61 

An amendment will, we hear, also be moved to only dis- 
continue the Attendance Prize given to the whole Club, 
which will reduce the saving under head IV. of the Com- 
mittee's scheme from £7 to £5. 
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Having regard to the importance of the subject, we hope 
that in view of the General Meeting members will give the 
matter their very careful consideration. The problem is 
this : to meet a deficit of £60 on this year s work, and so 
arrange the Chib finances tliat next year may give the 
Treasurer the pleasure of reporting a surplus. And without 
discussing the merits of any particular reduction, and 
bearing in mind the fact that the loss has been this year an 
exceptional one, we must remind members who disapprove 
of any one reduction suggested by the Committee, that 
they must provide an alternative means of meeting the 
difficulty. Objectionable as some of the proposals may be, 
a deficit of £60 is far more objectionable ; and we feel sure 
that our members will prefer above all things that our 
Club should be in a sound and healthy financial condition, 
and our Treasurer a contented and cheerful man. 



COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 
12th December, the following resignations were accepted ; — 
Messrs. John Jahn, R. M. Straight, R. D. Baxter, and 
F. G. Penrose. 

The Treasurer having explained that H. C. Webster had 
offered a satisfactory explanation as to the application to 
him of Rule 18, it was resolved that his name be not erased 
from the books of the Club. 

Messrs. Alfred Henry and H. G. A. Brown were appointed 
to audit the Treasurer's accounts for the year 1881. 

Racing Caps, won by Messrs. L. B. Reynolds and Harrold 
Smith during the paat year, were ordered. 

It was decided to hold the Annual General Meeting on 
Monday, 30th January. 

The Committee will make the following further nomina- 
tions at the Annual General Meeting : — 

Treasurer 11. B. Hough. 

Committee (W.) O. Thorn and F. M. Morris. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday^ 
19th December, the following gentleman was elected 
member of the Club : — 

Name and Addreu. Proposer. Seooador. 

Wm. WaUace Howard, 38, Bebize 

Park Gardens, N. W Aahley Barrett. F. M. Williama. 

The resignations of Messrs. J. H. Greenfield and L. P. 
Mumby were accepted. 

The Committee will make the following further nomina- 
tion at the Annual General Meeting : — 

Dietnct Captain (S.E.) H. G. A. Brown. 

There have been fifteen meetings of the present 
Committee. The following is the attendance score of the 
Committee-men : — 

Out of the possible fifteen : — 

Ashley Barrett, 13 ; Ernest Barrett, 12 ; Barker, 10 ; 



Boyce, 9 ; Coleman, 15 ; Theo. Godlee, 14 ; R. M. 
Gruggen, 10 ; H. Jennings, 7 ; Jolly, 8 ; N. B. Morris, 11 ; 

E. Naylor, 9 ; E. S Price, 14; Scnitton, 14; S. P. 
Smith, 13 ; W. T. Thorn, 7 ; F. M. Williams, 13 ; W. J. 
Williams, 13. 

F. E. Appleyard 1 out of a ponUAe 11 

Francis Godlee 8 » 10 

W. A. Smith 1 m i 

NOTB.--W. A. Smith resigned on the 4th April, and 

F. E. Appleyard was elected as his successor. Francis 
Godlee resigned on the 8th August. 

E. S. Price, Hon. Sec. 



GENERAL MEETING. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the 
"London" (late "King's Head") Tavern, Fenchurch 
Street, EC, on Monday, the 30th Januar}^ 1882, at 
6.30 p. nr. 

Under Rule 30, no nomination or other motion can be 
brought forward at the meeting, unless notice in writing 
of the motion shall have been sent to me at least fourteen 
days before that date ; the last day is therefore the 
14th instant. 

An "agenda" paper, containing particulars of all 
motions, etc. to be considered at the meeting, will be sent 
to members as soon after the 16th January as possible. 

The report and balance sheet for 1881 will also be sent 
round in due course. 

The Committee are not yet prepared with nominations 
to be made for all the offices for which elections have to be 
held for the General Meeting, but have decided to make 
the following recommendations : 

President Hon. L K,-Falconer. 

Captain T. E. Scrutton. 

Treasurer H. B. Hough. 

District Captain ...N,t\, Theo. Godlee. 

i\r.Tr.,W. J. Williams. 
8.K, H. G. A. Brown. 

Committee. 

KK E. H. Barrett, F. Jolly. 

NJV. ...H. R. Boyce, N. B. Morris. 

W, 0. Thorn, F. W. Morris. 

S.W. ...G. P. Coleman, H. Jennings. 
S,E. .......S. P. Smith, F. M. Williams. 

The Committee have also decided to make the following 
recommendations to the General Meeting : — 

I. — That the Committee be authorised to make arrangements for the 
issuing of a sheet of advertisements with each copy of the Gazette. 

II. — That the Gazette be issued fortnightly only during the riding 
season, instead of weekly as at present. 

III. — That the Committee be requested not to hold the Evening 
Race Meeting this season. 

IV. — That Bule42 be rescinded, and the subsequent rules renumbered. 
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I have also received the following notices of motion from 
Theo. Godlee :— 

That the Entrance Fee for active members be increased to one guinea 
and a half, and that the necessary amendments be made in Roles 15 
and 16 to carry out this decision. 

To oppose the recommendation of the Committee as to alteration in 
number of issues of Gazettb. 

E. S. Price. 



REPORT. 

Members are requested to forward to me at once list of 
prizes won by them, and notes of touring and long-distance 
riding, for insertion in Report. E. S. Price. 



A RUN ON BOXING DAY. 

In spite of a southerly wind and a cloudy sky, a fairly 
early start was made from the Swiss Cottage, and an 
average pace maintained to St. Albans, our destination, 
the journey being uneventful. At "The George" an 
admirable dinner for a moderate sum (2s. 9d.) was 
obtained, and voracious appetites enabled us to do justice 
to ox-tail soup and roast beef such as would have 
caused Alexis Soyer to hang his head. Before dininir, 
the Abbey was viewed, and the (esthetic member 'vented 
righteous indignation at the sacrilegious hands effecting 
so-called "restorations" of the crumbling old walls. The 
stonemason has been busy with the ivy-mantled towers, 
and brand-new water pipes lead down from the roof 
in juxtaposition with old Norman masonry, — an in- 
congruity, but one that should not stand in the way 
of this utilitarian age. While starting for the return, 
the two coaches passed us, and, mindful of the 
merry guard with his lasso, we treated them with all 
becoming respect. The roads now got so bad that a 
bicycling clergyman whom we passed advised us to take the 
path ; advice which, it must with shame be confessed, was 
shortly followed. A long grind up a dreadful hill emptied 
both saddles, and when Barnet was reached we began to 
feel our knees somewhat. A few more ups and downs, and 
some loose patches were negotiated, and a challenge from a 
bearded pei*son on a hairy cob was promptly taken up, with 
such result that it may be hoped he will in future take a 
back seat when in the neighbourhood of the Silver Shield. 
Then it fell dark, and we got involved in a stream of fast 
trotting nags returning to town. As the drivers, by their 
erratic steering, showed plainly they had been keeping 
St. Christmas not wisely but too well, we deemed it 
prudent to walk the last three miles, and so got safely 
home after a very pleasant though somewhat heavy forty 
miles of winter riding. W. H. (N.W.) and 

A. B. (N.E.) 



Chanqb or Address.— F. Des Voeux, 24b, Hereford 
Road, Bayswater, W. 



S.E. District. 
Boxing Day the Paperchase Bags were again brought into 
requisition. The two hares started on foot at 11.15 from 
Wallingtou Station, and ten minutes later thirteen hounds, 
a good many small boys, members' brothers and rustics, 
started in pursuit. The day was just the day for running, 
for although their flannels somewhat suffered from mud 
there was not too much to make travelling heavy; From 
Wallingtou the hares crossed the Brighton Road, and made 
for Coulsdon, where a capital false scent was laid, and which 
delayed the hounds some little time. The right road found, 
Caterham Barracks were passed, afterwards Wliitehill Farm 
to Merstham, where it was said the hares had stopped 
about half an hour previously, so little time was wasted on 
the milk and biscuit. From Merstham the trail led uphill 
to Cliipstead, from there through Woodmanstone, Tlie 
Oaks, Banstead, and Sutton. From the former place the 
hounds, who had kept fairly well together, began to tail off, 
and most seemed to have had nearly enough. Four 
men, however, kept well abreast, and not until the goal 
was in sight that a final spurt decided the order : — D.C. 
first, J. P. Potter second, L. Potter and Mr. Pace closely 
following, each done, and as weak as the proverbial rat, 
having covered between twenty-three and twenty-five 
miles in about four and a quarter hours. The hares gained 
twenty-three minutes on the hounds. 



STRAY NOTES. 
The Sub-Committee scored more heavily over their 
second Smoking Concert than on their first. About 
150 men, all told, were present, and included in this are 
the representatives from the Pickwick, Surrey, Lombard, 
Belsize, West Kent, Wanderers, Civil Service, Stanley, 
London Scottish, and Kingston Bicycle Clubs. Mr. Darling 
and Mr. Charles Darling must also be noted among our 
guests of the evening. Sharman, our " humourist," as the 
reporter of the first S.C. calls him, reached the gay scene 
after a sequence of misadventures. Having forgotten the 
rendezvous, he found it only after drawing five likely 
hostelries, all a mile or so apart, and when on tlie brink 
of despair. Chili Chutme could write a book about his 
adventures on the homeward road, between the " London 
Tavern" and the domestic hearth. Rucker's impromptu 
drum accompaniment to Wilks' piano was quite a success. 
• ••••• 

The " Otter " Swimming Club hold a Smoking Concert 
at "Eyre Arms," St. John's Wood, on Tuesday, 17th 
January, at eight o'clock. Tickets, one shilling each, to 
be obtained from R. Newman. This will be well worth 
visiting, as several L.B.C. names appear on the programme, 
with a cornet solo by a big gun and comic songs by the 
Amateur Champion. 

««•••• 

A S.E. man writes : " What ! has not the Captain yet 



Digitized by 



4 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



met tlie man who encountered a head-wind last Whit- 
Monday ! Undoubtedly he must have been so muddled 
with the responsibility of fourteen packages, bicycle, and 
remarks from the ubiquitous one, as to utterly ignore the 
fact that after leaving Bath the road trends (good word 
that I) to the nor.'-west, and consequently the wind was 
nose-on. Hurrali for science ! " 

• ••«•• 

Re Routledge's " Sports." Does the bicyclist on the title- 
cover represent a leading member of the S.W. ? 

L'HoMME Qui Rit. 



SMOKING CONCERT. 

The Second Smoking Concert was held on December 
19th, 1881, at the London Tavern, and was well attended. 
The room was large and well ventilated, and an eflScient 
stair of waiters ministered to the necessities of the 
audience. The Sub-Committee, as before, consisted of 
the Captain, Secretary, F. M. Williams, W. J. Williams, 
and R. M. Gruggen. The accompaniments were played 
by W. J. Williams, and the short farce was contributed 
by the L.B.C. Dramatic Society. In the last, C. C. Fitch 
sustained his old reputation as a light comedian, the 
profundity of his voice being no way less remarkable 
than the versatility of his features. C. E. Sharman was 
most amusing in his clever scena, and the " Nocturne," 
by W. E. Naylor, W. J. MuUer, and W. J. WilUams, 
was admirably rendered. 



PROGRAMME. 

Pianoforte SoLC.Nonnan March from " Hereward" E, ProuL 

Mr. W. J. Williams. 

SoNO " Fair if my love " Uatton, 

Mr. R. Newv Air. 

Nkobo Interlude. 

Mr. M. D. RuCKER, Jun. 

Trio— Flute, Violin, and Piano..." Nocturne" Btkr, 

Messrs. W. B. Naylor, W. J. Muller, and W. J. Wiluams. 

SONQ " My Queen " Blumenthd, 

Mr. C. Y. Ltnb, 

SoNO "His heart was true to Poll " Old Ballad. 

Mr. AsHLET Barrett. 
Scena "Ye Songe of Macbethe " /. Harroway. 

Mr. C. £. Sharman. 
SoNQ "The ChaUenge" 

Mr. Oliver Thorn. 

SoNO " Honour and Arms** Handd, 

Mr. R. Newman. 

SoNO " The Midshipmite " Stephen Adams. 

Mr. R. H. Curtis. 

SoNO "Sweet Mignonette" Bertkold Toun. 

Mr. Gerard Smith. 



Followed by the Faroe, 
Charactert — 

Charles Beeswing (Trareller in Wines) Mr. M. D. Rucksr, Jun. 

Mr. Chili Chutnee (A Retired Bengal Merchant) Mr. C. C. FrrcH. 

Jacob Mutter (His Servant) Mr. H. Naylor. 



THUMBNAIL SKETCHES FROM THE GALLERY. 
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RAVINGS OP A CYCLOMANIAC— No. VIL 

Having once more become a March hare (a March hare 
in November, the man's mad ! ) I will first of all mention 
that the man from whom I got my folding tooth-brushes is 
William Hall, that he is a chemist, and his address is 
Market Street, Lancaster. The price, I believe, is eighteen- 
pence. He may have got some in stock now, as it is some 
months since I bought all he had. 

Just lately Tve got a new pouch, better even than 
Lamplugh & Brown's cigar-case. It is made by Challis 
Brothers, Bushberry Works, Homerton, E. ; price five 
shillings, and that's it's only fault. It is made of thick 
black patent leather, and works on much the same principle 
as Lamplugh & Brown's cigar-case, only instead of sliding 
in at the side, the moveable half slides in from below. The 
outer case can be strapped "chock-a-block" up to the 
saddle-dees, or screwed on to the saddle-block. It is made 
in three sizes : 6 in., 6^ in., and 6} inches long. The last 
size is big enough to take a reasonable sized bicycle screw- 
wrench. The oil-pot pocket is good, and the whole seems 
to justify the boast of the makers that it " will last a life- 
time." No centenarians, however, need apply. 

Some capital gloves for winter riding can be got from 
Sampson & Co., 268-270 (the new number) in Oxford 
Street, just opposite Hanover Square gates. They are the 
ordinary knitted worsted gloves, but are strapped with kid 
in the palm and inside of fingers and thumb, and can be 
had in diiOferent colours. They are well-made and strong. 
The comfort of them these cold frosty nights is great, as 
my fingers can tell. Cold fingers on a bicycle (or anywhere 
else for that matter) are misery. 

One of Sovera's hill-climbing belts has been in my 
possession for some time, but I restrained myself from 
raving about it until I'd used it to bind myself, like 
Mazeppa, to my savage untamed steel handle-bar. Having 
used it, and escaped unhung, I feel justified in giving an 
opinion. The hooks are too long. As at present made, 
the rider, to get any pull at his handles, must either hold 
himself up in the air out of the saddle altogether, or sit on 
the extreme back of his saddle, like riding a Jerusalem 
pony. Tightening the belt only made one feel like a wasp. 
If the hooks were shorter the rider could then remain in 
his natural position, and then the belt would be good. 
There is no doubt that it is some help up-hill, though the 
benefit is felt most when driving through heavy mud. 
Mine came from Mitchell, harness maker, Church Street, 
High Wycombe, Bucks, and is made of buff leather. If the 
belts were made black, dark blue, or grey, they would 
match the usual shades of uniform better, and not make 
the rider look so like a tiger in livery. A little Nubian 
bkcking will, however, easily cure this. I see that Clare 
advertises a belt made of stout leather, with the usual 
galvanised hook in front to fasten the rider to the handle- 
bar, and " a stout leather pad covering a flat steel spring, 



which should, when adjusted, fit into the hollow of the 
back of the rider, and thus prevent all slipping." I have 
neither seen nor tried this belt, and don't much relish the 
idea of having a flat steel spring to fit into the hollow of 
my back, though I dare say it is a mere trifle when you're 
used to it. I remember, some years ago, trying something 
of the nature of a hill-climbing belt ; it was a broad leather 
strap, with a leather cup at each end to fit over the ends of 
the handles. This was put round one's back, or over one's 
neck as a help up-hill, but I soon gave it up for fear of 
being hung before my time. One advantage it had over 
the present belt was that, in case of a cropper, the hands, 
coming away from the handles, pulled off the cups and set 
the rider free. Galley Bell. 



" CACOETHES SCRIBENDL" 
We have lately been reading several tours in different 
parts of the country, and it would be rather instructive to 
know what per ceutage of the many journeys undertaken 
by those whose summum bonum consists in perpetually 
turning a wheel almost as variable in its eccentricities as 
that of Fortune, find their way into the pages of the 
Gazette. It is easy enough to scribble off a page or two, 
the composition of which is almost as inelegant as the 
writing — hardly good enough to earn the thanks of our 
ever-indulgent Editor, who has probably been starved into 
acccepting anytliing he can get; but a good readable 
account, with some local colouring about it, is a slightly 
different matter. It is not difficult to string together a 
copious supply of words, and to drag through many 
columns a dreary length of verbosity, especially with the 
assistance of a guide-book to aid one in enlarging on the 
beauties of the scenery and the memories of a bygone 
age;" but there is an empty ring about these extracts 
which is unmistakeable ; and one need hardly remind such 
a writer that what his readers have a right to expect are 
his ideas, and how the country struck him, and not 
the pompous inanities of some drivelling idiot whose 
hendecasyllaba verba only provoke a smile. " Brevity is 
the soul of wit," and if we would be read we must be 
clear and concise ; many accounts will bear some sifting 
and pruning before they court the publicity of print. 
Originality is another ^OMr (2^ ybrc^, but to be effective it 
must flow from its source naturally, and not be pumped up 
by artificial means, as it will then give the reader a shock 
rather than a pleasant surprise. 

We can write decent English without stilting ourselves 
on heroics, and we need not be forgetful of the charms 
of humour, and yet not descend into the depths of 
bicyclistic vulgarisms." To jump on om' 8 machine may 
sound rather tame» but is jj^.-iiot preferable in its simplicity 
to springing lightly into the pigskin^ It is not particularly 
instructive to be told how many drinks a man has on the 
road> or how often, and with what he r^reshes the inner 
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man ; we can take the usual consumption of the fragrant 
weed as a matter of course : and we read with an in- 
difference akin to contempt that the young lady who 
presides over the dispensation of alcoholic liquors at a 
certain establishment may be included in the category of 
real jam. One narrator will love to dwell on how he just 
managed to ride up or down some tremendous precipice, 
while his companion was obliged to dismount ; and will 
enlarge on the difficulties he has had to contend with, until 
his readers begin to look with discredit on the extraordinary 
headwind, and the egregious badness of the roads. 

No doubt it is difficult to give an accurate description 
of the road 8uch*as would be useful as a reference, without 
a tendency to dryness, and amusing incidents will not 
always turn up conveniently to relieve the monotony of 
our tale. We mount the first hilly we climb the next rise, 
and we toil up a third ascent ; while we put up at one 
puhl* we land ourseUes at the next inn, and we are 
comfortably lodged at a third species of hostelry which is, 
perhaps, dignified with the title of the Bed Lion Hotel; " 
and so we ring out the changes until we are, perhaps, only 
too glad to throw down our pen with a sigh of relief. 
Such is the experience of many of us, but there is a reverse 
side to the picture. There are those who have the gift as 
well as the will to write. The ink flows easily and gracefully 
from their pen, as they run over the road once more in 
their mind ; they make others see, as they saw, the fairest 
points in the changing landscape, or raise with them the 
dust on foreign soil. None of us know how well we can do 
until we try, and it cannot be easily imagined what a vast 
amount of hidden talent might appear, if each one would 
attempt to do his duty to the Gazette. Dodo. 



A MUD LARK. 



On the second Saturday in November the West District 
mustered three strong at Harlesden Green — two Naylors 
on a double tricycle and myself on the ordinary two- 
wheeler. We were shortly joined by W. T. Hill, N.W. 
The roads up to Harlesden Green were inches deep in 
sticky mud. We all started together down the Harrow 
road to Sudbury, the "tri." leading on the bumpy surface; 
Hill and myself took the Green Lanes, meeting the tri." 
again by Harrow Station — the surface in the lanes was 
very good. Leaving the *' tri." we took the Pinner road — 
very wet and bumpy, but free from new stones — to Rick- 
mansworth, arriving at dark. Having lighted up, we 
walked the hill on the Chesliam road, and on the top we 
tried to mount, but the road was so deep in wet sand that 
the wheels would not revolve, so we had to walk for a 
hundred yards and then try again, — this time, with the aid 
of the footpath, we succeeded. The night was very black, 
but the roads free from stones all the way to Amersham, 
where we arrived about eight o'clock. Hill had an idea 
when we started that we should get to Aylesbury, and so 



we might have if we had ridden till eleven o'clock, but 
my ideas only carried me as far as Amersham, and there 
we stopped for the night — sign, I think, "Unicom;" 
anyhow, it was the B.T.C. house. The next morning was 
lovely, more like April than November, with the wind in 
tlie north-west. After taking a little of the collected dirt 
off our machines, we started for Wendover ; a good many 
trees were still on the ground, effects of the gale in 
October. The road to Wendover was good, and fairly free 
from stones, but from the latter place to Aylesbury was a 
quagmire ; the wind being against us made the travelling 
very heavy, but a friendly path helped ns greatly from 
time to time. We turned in Aylesbury on to the IVing 
road, surface thicker than before if possible, but the wind 
being with us, we did not feel the work quite so much. 
We climbed the hill from the reservoirs very easily, as the 
surface was grand, the run into Tring being equally good. 
From Tring to Berkhampstead the roads were very heavy, 
and there was no path to help us. Just as we entered 
the town. Hill tried to run in by pressure some very 
big flints, with disastrous results to himself and machine ; 
luckily he only broke his saddle, but not so badly 
but what he could ride it tied together with string- 
I had no fancy for the rocks, so took to a splendid 
asphalte patli. We partook of bread and cheese at 
the B.T.C. house, and then started for London. Up to 
Boxmoor the roads were soaking wet but free from stones, 
but from thence to Watford the new metal was thick, and 
caused us several dismounts. The last two miles into 
Watford, under the trees, was very " jammy " ; once again 
excursions on the path helped us much. After Watford 
we took the Oxhey Lanes, but here riding was nearly 
impossible — surface none, sticky mud plenty. However, at 
length we reached the Kenton Lanes, where our joint 
troubles ended. Hill went home via Edgware, whilst I 
plodded back through Kensal Green to Kensington. 1'iie 
weather all through the trip was perfect, but to my thinking 
the distance was rather far, taking into consideration the 
hard work needful to get the wheel round. Distance about 
82 miles for the day and a half. Soup Squares. 



TO YORKSHIRE AND BACK, AND WHAT I SAW 
THERE. 
( Concluded,) 

LeavingClapham somewhat late in the morning,! decided 
to go by a rather circuitous course to Malham, which is by 
direct road about fifteen miles. Leaving the Settle road 
about two miles from Clapham I turned to the left and 
passed through the pretty villages of Austwick and Wharfe, 
situated at the base of some high hills, but after leaving 
the latter village I somehow or other took the wrong 
road, and, after much winding about through liilly lanes, 
eventually found myself at Settle. There are several 
interesting old houses in this town, and over the door of 



Digitized by 



Google 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



T 



one I read the date, cut in the stone, of 1688. I had a long 
walk of several miles over the moors, which — if I had only 
found my way on those wilds — would have soon taken me 
to Malham, but the traces of the road were so indistinct 
that I found myself at Long Preston instead. Riding on 
through Hellifield, the road continued good past Airton 
and Kirby Malham to Malham, at which place I put up at 
the "Buck Inn," and waited with much anxiety the 
appearance of McCuUum Hill and Sewell, who were coming 
down from town by train. The time drew near and soon 
passed by, but they did not arrive, and I was beginning to 
think they were not coming at all when a vehicle drew up 
at the door, and I had the pleasure of receiving two L.B.G. 
men in one of the most out-of-the way parts of Yorkshire — 
five miles from any station. The following day proved a 
fine one. Shortly after breakfast we started under the 
guidance of McCuUum to explore the neighbourhood on 
foot. After a mile or so of walking we were soon at the 
grand and properly-famed gorge known by the name of 
Gordale Scar ; its appearance is most imposing. On turning 
round a projecting mass of rocks, you suddenly come 
face to face with two immensely high clififs, which very 
rapidly narrow in one direction — towards one another — 
until they almost meet, but are separated at this point 
by a lovely waterfall which comes flowing downwards in 
several cascades, adding much to the beauty of this 
charming spot. Climbing up over the slippery rocks 
amongst the water, we were not long in obtaining a fine 
view of the Soar, looking downwards. Walking on over 
some very rocky ground, we followed the little Gordale Beck 
along its course for several miles, and then^ turning to the 
left, struck a path across some fields to the waters of 
Malham Tarn, a small lake of no particular beauty on 
account of the scarcity of trees in its neighbourhood. 
After a rest we started to return by another rocky way, 
and after several miles walking found ourselves on the top 
of Malham Cove, on the edge of a precipitous cliff some 
considerable height from the level of the ground. IMie 
rocks on the top of this cove have been completely levelled 
by some natural cause, and are every here and there 
grooved with deep crevices. Climbing down to the lower 
level, we occupied some time in hearing our voices re-echo 
several times in the surrounding cliffs, and then returned 
for dinner. The afternoon was spent wandering about in 
the neighbouring fields, and spending our time leisurely 
and, consequently, enjoyably. There are some fine 
specimens of old carved chests in the hall of the " Buck 
Inn," several of which were beautifully carved, and bore 
the following dates, viz.— 1656 and 1689. This inn would 
be a very pleasant one in every way if the charges were 
not so high. The next day only too soon arrived, when I 
was obliged to leave my two companions and commence my 
journey homewards. Riding over some roads containing 
every here and there very steep but short hills. Bell Busk 



was reached, and from here to Skipton the roads continued 
very fair. Passing through the town I with some trouble found 
the road to Steeton, and on to Eeighley, a large manufac- 
turing town paved for over a mile with large cobbles. Four 
miles more, and you enter Bingley, a very similar town, and 
then on through Shipley, where I was misdirected and had a 
lot of walking up and down long hills before I at last got 
on the right road again for Leeds. Passing that fine old 
ruin of Kirkstall Abbey, Leeds was entered by an inter- 
minable tram-laid road. Here I put up at the " Grifiin " 
B.T.C. Hotel, and had my machine repaired at a local 
maker's, which took most of the following morning before 
it was finished, and then as my time for being in town 
again was drawing near I decided to train through some of 
the worst manufacturing towns to Macclesfield, in Cheshire, 
and it was not until late in the afternoon that I was landed 
by a very slow train at my destination. Riding over some 
good roads once again I was soon making the best of my 
way, in spite of a continuous downpour of rain^ for Leek. 
I was soon very wet and uncomfortable. In one small 
village where I had to stand up for the rain I was much 
amused by the following verse, written upon the sign of an 
inn, viz. : — 

Whoever happens to oftll here 
WUl find driUty with beer. 
Taste, try, and you wiU hare firat-rate 
Accommodation at the Gate." 

There are several long but rideable hills before reaching 
lioek, a fine old-fashioned town with plenty of hotels to 
choose from. Here on account of the \yet I was obliged to 
stop the night. The following day very soon proved as bad 
as its predecessor, for soon after starting the rain com- 
menced to come down, and continued with untiring energy 
for the rest of the day. Riding on over good but hilly 
roads through Wetley (called by the natives Wetley Rocks). 
The road continued good, but rather hilly through Uttoxeter 
and Abbots Bromley— a pretty little town— to Lichfield. 
Here the fine Cathedral was visited and much admired, and 
tlien the road to Walsall taken. There are several long 
hills before reaching the latter place, and with the rain and 
wind against me I was not sorry to put up at the " George 
Hotel " and change my wet clothes after a day's ride of 46 
miles. The following day was finer, and, making an early 
start, I was soon wending my way through the eight miles of 
manufacturing towns, consisting of Wednesbury, Great 
Bridge, Dudley Port, and Dudley, but I did not find it half 
such bad riding as I expected. You leave Dudley down 
a steep and rough hill, and are soon passing through 
Netherton and Halesowen to Hunnington, at the foot of 
the Hagley Hills (Worcestershire). Then there is a long 
hill to be walked up and a steep ride down the other side, ' 
over not very good road, to Bromsgrove, an interesting old 
town with a long main street. I was much struck with the 
appearance of an old timbered house here, a.d. 1581 marked 
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in large black letters od its wall. Six miles farther on and 
Droitwich is reached, one of the salt towns, where, on 
account of the sinking of the ground, the cottages may 
often be seen standing with one side several feet higher up 
than the other. The next eight miles to Worcester is over 
a very bumpy road. The High Street of this town is 
remarkably long, and it takes one some considerable time 
to get to the other end, where the cathedral is situated. 
A visit to this fine cathedral should never be missed by 
anyone whilst in these parts, as it is one of the finest I have 
ever seen, excepting Salisbury. The main road to Evesham 
is very good, and what few hills there arQ are mostly to the 
advantage of the rider. Pershore, about ten miles from 
Worcester, is a very pretty, pleasing-looking place in a 
valley surrounded by wooded hills, and with a fine river 
(the Avon) running through it. At Evesham I turned to 
the right, and had a very bumpy ride to Broadway, and 
then had to walk up a long, steep hill leading up a part of 
the Cotswold Hills, and on reaching the top had one of the 
most extensive birds-eye views I had ever before witnessed. 
There below was the whole of that comparatively-speaking 
flat county of Worcester spread out before me as in a 
picture, and on my right could be seen the distant range of 
Hagley Hills some twenty-five miles off ; in front the 
Malvern Hills, in their pecular, disjointed forms, were 
plainly visible, while on my left the range on which I stood 
extended as far as the eye could see. Riding on for some 
miles between an avenue of trees, and up and down a few 
slight hills, I eventually found myself on the top of that 
steep and dangerous descent through the village of 
Bourton-ou-the-Hill, which, through the timely warning of 
some labourers, I dismounted and walked. 

The road continued veir bad on through Moreton-in-the- 
Marsh, and several small villages, to Chipping Norton 
(Oxon\ Here I put up for the night at the " White Hart 
Hotel, (B.T.C.) which I found very comfortable, having 
ridden 68 miles during the day. Unfortunately I had to 
be in town the following day, and what with the delays on 
account of rain, etc., I had something over 70 miles to ride 
over before I could reach my destination, consequently I 
arranged, much against my inward feeling, to make an easy 
start at seven o'clock next morning. The time only too 
soon arrived for me to throw off sleep and take to the 
more active occupation of riding, but no sooner had I 
than that enemy to pleasure, the rain, came down with 
great vigour, and in less than ten minutes I was wet 
through, but ploughing onward, mile after mile, through 
Enstone and Hevford, I arrived at Bicester (20 miles) at 
about ten o'clock, when the' rain began to cease. I was 
not sorry for a good breakfastrjiere, after which I continued 
my ride over a perfectly level and good road for twenty 
more miles to Aylesbury, and from here through Wen- 
dover, Amersham, and Pinner to Hampstead against a 
strong wind, getting home early in the evening after a 
hard day's tide. 

In conclusion I may say to those who intend touring in 
Yorkshire that they will be well rewarded for their travel 
there by the splendid views and scenery to be obtained, 
together with a very extensive field of exploration which 



cannot be got over in less than several visits, while the 
rugged wildness of its various parts can be only equalled in 
a few—if in any— districts of the United Kingdom. This 
beautiful county also teems with interesting monastic and 
other remains, and from an archsBological point of view its 
equal cannot be found. The geologist also, if there be such 
in the Club, will find ample grounas wherein almost every 
formation may be found, more especially so in the North and 
East Ridings, which divisions I hope to invade on some 
future occasion. As regards the surface of the roads, I 
cannot recommend them ; they are, as is generally the case 
in a fine country, bad; but to those intending visitine 
Yorkshire on their bicycles, I say, be contented witu 
twenty miles a dav, as that distance will be found quite 
sufficient over sucn rough limestone roads. But in spito 
of this last and only drawback, nothing would prevent me 
from putting up with this one objection, so as to again 
visit this county wherein nature is found in one of its 
most striking and beauteous forms. W. T. Hill. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale. — A 55-in. " Timberlake," in good condition* 
Roller bearing, rack and pinion brake. Recently done up- 
Price £8 10s. Owner has ordered a 56-in.— Stephen r. 
Smith, 9, Morden Road, Blackheath, S.E. 

For Sale. — 54-in. " Humber ; " ball bearings to both 
wheels ; bright parts nickel-plated. In i)erfect order. 
Price €10. — Ernest Naylor, District Captain, 3, Manor 
Place, Paddington. 



BINDING. 

Covers for binding Vol. IV., with Index and Preface, are 
now ready. 

Notice. — Old bound numbers may be lettered in gold on 
back if they are returned to the office, at a cost of ninepence 
per vol. 

To the Editor qf the London Bicyde Club Gazette. 
Sir, — I read in the B,T,C, Circular that the rates on 
bicycles per rail are to be reduced to the following : — 

Not exceeding 50 miles Is. Od. 

AboTe 50 and „ 75 „ Is. 6d. 

„ 76 and „ 100 „ 2s. Od. 

„ 100 and „ 150 „ 2s. 6d. 

. S.P.S. 



ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 
A. Koch. — Thanks for kindly preparing Index to Vol. IV. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

AU contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C^^ andmnst bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for hrsertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday oTeniug. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 28. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back or extra numbers of the Gazette 
at the cost of Id each. 

Covers for binding YoL III. are now ready, the cost of which, with 
Index and Preface^ is 4s. Those desiring to avail themselves of this 
are requested to fofward their copies to the office. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Dablino & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.^anuary 6, 1882. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 9th 
January, the following gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club :— 

NaoM Slid Addnsi. Frapoitr, 8«ooBd«r. 

James Herbert Scratton, Welleeley, 

Caterham YaUey W. J. WiDiams. T. E. Scnitton. 

Arthur Morley, 9, Aberdeen Terrace, 

Blackheath S. P. Smitb. D. R. Smith. 

The resignations of Messm. J. M. Cazenove and H. B. 
Willis were accepted. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 23rd 
January, the following gentleman was elected a member of 
the Club :— 

Name and Addnn. Propoftr. 8«oend«ri 

Arthur Lloyd, The Winns, Waltham- 
stow F. Jolly. £. H. Barrett 

The resignations of Messrs. A. T. Clark, H. T. Clark, and 
P. G. Woodall were accepted. 

The resignation of Mr. H. V. Cleaver was accepted with 
regret. 

It was decided to hold a Promenade Concert ; also a 
Smoking Concert before the end of Pebruary. 



NOTICE. 

After 14th Pebruary, T. E. Scrutton's address will be 
Copeefield," Buckhurst HiU, N.E. 



HNTS. 

PAOB 



Balance Sheet H 

Saturday Run H 

A Tour through Wales, the North of England, and the Mid- 
lands f continued) 12 

TheHowGUlFeUa H 

A Tour Through the Midlands and Wales 15 

Notice to Correspondents 18 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

At the Annual General Meeting of the London Bicycle 
Club, held at the " London Tavern," Fenchurch Street, E.C., 
on Monday, the 30th January, 1882 — present, 58 members, 
Mr. T. E. Scrutton in the Chair — the report and balance 
sheet, after numerous questions had been asked and 
answered regarding the latter, were adopted. 

The following motion, proposed by Mr. H. G. A. Brown 
and seconded by Mr. Arthur Herbert, was carried: — "That 
in view of the deficit shown in the balance sheet being due 
to exceptional causes, each member be requested to con- 
tribute the sum of Pive Shillings towards meeting the 
same." 

The recommendation of the Committee, seconded by Mr. 
Theo. Godlee, viz. : — " That the Committee be authorised 
to make arrangements for the issuing of a sheet of adver- 
tisements with each copy of the Gazettb," was carried 
unanimously. 

The second recommendation of the Committee was lost, 
and after much discussion the following amendment, pro- 
posed by Mr. H. C. Clifton and seconded by Mr. A. H. Koch, 
was carried : — " That the Committee be authorised to 
appoint an Editor of the Club Gazette for the ensuing 
year, and, on any occasion when they shall think fit, to 
reduce the Gazette to four pages." 

It was recommended by the Committee, seconded by Mr. 
T. E. Scrutton, and resolved : — ** That the Committee be 
requested not to hold the Evening Race Meeting this 
season." 
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An amendment to the recommendation of the Committee^ 
That Rule 42 be rescinded, proposed by Mr. S. F. Smith, 
seconded by Mr. Theo. Godlee, was carried : — " That Rule 
42 be amended by the omission of the words from ' But 
that the member' to the end." 

The motion of Mr. Theo. Godlee to raise the Entrance 
Fee to a guinea and a half fell through for want of a 
seconder. 

The following gentlemen were elected Officers of the Club 
for the ensuing year : — 

District Captains : — 

N,E» •••••• Theo. Godlee. 

N.W. W.J.Williams. 

8.W. A. E. Buckler. 

8.E. H. G. A. Brown. 

Committee : 

N.E. E. H. Barrett aud F. Jolly. 

N.W H. R. Boyce and N. B. Morris. 

8,W. G. P. Coleman and H. Jennings. 

S.E. S. P. Smith and F. M. Williams. 

A Tote of thanks was then passed to the chairman for the 
careful way in which he corrected points of order during 
the long evening. 

TREASURER'S NOTICE 

I have to call members' particular attention to the 
decision of the General Meeting, that each member of the 
Club should contribute five shillings, in order to clear off 
the deficit in last year's accounts, and to inform them that 
I shall be glad to receive this amount,, together with the 
subscriptions of those members who have not ahready paid 
them, with as little delay as possible. 

My address is 151, Amhurst Road, Hackney, and I may 
add that cheques should be crossed London and County 
Bank." R. B. Hough. 


SMOKING CONCERT. 
The Committee have decided to hold another Smoking 
Concert on Monday, February 20th, at the "London 
Tavern" Oate "King's Head,") Penchurch Street. The 
programpie will consbt of songs, glees, instrumental music, 
and a Farce. There is still room for two more songs, and 
we shall be glad to hear from any members willing to give 
. them. Ab this will be the last Smoking Concert for this 
winter, we earnestly hope all members who possibly can 
will make an effort to be present. 
The admission will be by ticket only (price one shilling), 
^ which may be obtained of either the Captain, Secretary, or 
any of the Sub-Committee. 

R. M. Q&noGEH 1 

F. JoLLT VSuihCommittee. 

W. J. WiLLIAlls) 

PROMENADE CONCERT. 
By direction of the Committee, a Promenade Concert will 
be held, in aid of the Club Funds, at St. Andrew's Hall, 
Newman Street, Oxford Street (near Oxford Circus), on 
Wednesday, 15th March, 1882. Admission 2s. 6d. Sub- 
Committee :— F. Jolly, Fred. W. Morris, K S. Price, M. D. 
Rucker, Jun., T. E. Scrutton, and F. M. Williams, of whom 
all information can be obtained. Doors open at 7.30 ; com- 
mence at 8 ; carriages at 10.30. Application for tickets to 
be made to F. M. Williams, 12, College Road, Bromley, 
Kent. 

St. Andrew's Hall, which holds about 1000 people, is very 
conveniently situated, and has been specially built for con- 
cert purposes. The Amateur Orchestrid Society frequently 
give concerts there, and the Sub-Committee have decided 
to take it in preference to St George's Hall. 

It is hoped that members will do their best to dispose of 
tickets, bearing in mind that the profits will be devoted to 
the Club Funds. 

STRAY NOTES. 




L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

At a Committee Meeting held on 18th January it was 
resolved — 

" That tho L.B.G.D.S. will be prepared to give a perfonnanoe for the 
benefit of the Club fandfl if the L.B.C. Oommittee shall consider it 
desirable." 

I have since received a letter from the Hon. Sec. of the 
L.B.C. thanking the D.S. for their offer, which, however, 
the L.B.C. Committee did not see their way to accept. 

Fbbd. W. Morris, Hon. Sec. D.S. 


This is the mileage of the Brighton contingent for 1881. 

St Andrew's Hall, selected by the Club Committee for 

their first official public concert on 15th proximo, has on 

several occasions during the last two winters had the honour 

of being visited by royalty during performances by the 

AmfLfAiir Orr.YiAstral Societv of which the Duke of Edin- 

burgh is president Although less widely known than 

St George's Hall, its older rival, it is better suited to our 

purpose and quite as accessible. ^ « 

^ L'HoMME Qui Rrr. 
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LONDON BICYCLE CLUB. 
BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 81at DECEMBER, 1881. 



Cr. 



To BaIahco from 1880 

M 216 Sabseriptiom at £1 Is. ... 

8 Country Subicriptioiifl at lOs. 6d. 
„ 8 Snbioriptioiifl for 1882 at £1 Is. 

n 83 Entries at £1 Is. 

„ 1 Do at lOs. 8d. 

Badges sold 

Paid 



£ 9. d. £ 9. d, 
15 17 9 

226 16 



„ Smoking Concerts 
Paid 



i 4 





8 8 





84 18 





10 


6 


9 17 


9 


8 19 


6 


12 4 





7 8 


6 



289 8 



85 8 6 



18 4 



4 15 6 



Advanced by Treasurer 



296 8 1 
48 2 2 



£344 5 8 



By Annual Races 

Less Beceiyed 

„ Evening Races ... 

\ Beceived 



£ 9. d. £ 9, d, 

65 10 3 
51 6 9 



80 19 
19 18 8 



14 8 6 



„ O.TJ.Bi.C. Match 

Leas Beceived 

„ O.U.Bi.C. Medals 

„ Inter-Club Medal Die ... . 

„ Bath Medals 

„ Attendance Medals and Prise . 

„ Dinner 

Less Received 

„ Rent, 108, Fenchurch Street . 

„ Postages 

„ Printing and Stationery ... . 

„ Pet^ Expenses 

„ Racing Gaps 

„ Gazittb 

Less Received ... . 

„ Bicycle Union 



24 
6 



1 8 
4 9 



11 9 



28 17 2 
21 8 



17 16 11 
8 18 6 

5 5 
17 15 

6 5 6 



157 
1 



7 9 2 

10 

22 15 8 

52 14 8 

4 

8 



2 10 
9 G 



156 
11 14 



£344 5 8 



Bxamned and found corrtet. 



ALFRED HENRY, ) j.^;^ 
H. G. A. BROWN, J 



SATURDAY RUN. 
N.E. District. 
2l8t January. — Tempted by the few rays of sunshine 
with which we were favoured on this date by kind permis- 
sion of the Clerk of the weather, a solitary North-Easter 
was induced to launch his 54-inch ** lifeboat (so called 
from its " safety ") and take a short cruise just to refresh 
his memory, and see if it was really possible to balance one- 
self on two wheels. The course steered was down the Lea 
Bridge Road, where the coxswain reports granite reefs and 
shoals of recent formation ; the log also contains an entry 
to the effect that shortly after turning off at Syborn's 
Comer the crew had to jump overboard and tow the craft 
through new-laid flints. Shortly after this a certain field 
in the neighbourhood of Walthamstow was reached, where 
a number of able-bodied men, including some eminent 
members of the L.B.C., were observed shamefully ill-using 
a ball with instruments something like a hockey stick and a 
trawl net combined. All the writer s anxiety as to the name 
of this curious sport was relieved by his hearing a passing 
beagle (or harrier) remark to a companion that " they were 
playing * Laycross.* " [Mem. : Please accent the first 
syllable.] It was an invigorating sight. There were (inter 
alia) the ex-Secretary, a medical tricyclist, his namesake of 
the Stassen/' the N. W. basso and his booted brother : 



another member was looking on with his " dawg." There 
was also a perfume wafted firom the neighbouring farmyard, 
but on inquiry it appeared that its presence was uninvited 
and had nothing to do with the game. The journey home 
was diversified by a walk over the marshes and a ride 
between tram lines, the monotony of the former being 
relieved by an occasional halt to dig lumps of turf out of 
the front fork. Macadam roads wonderful for the time of 
year ; gravel roads splendid. The run was short, but this 
account is, like the aforesaid member with the dawg," 
Lang. Nyls. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

To be Sold.— A 68-in. strongly built hollow-forked 
"Norwood," by William Keen, his latest pattern. Been 
ridden very little, and in capital condition. Price £lS 10s. 
May be viewed at Messrs. Rucker & Co., Letchford 
Buildings, Bethnal Green. Also a 58-in. "Stassen" in 
very good order. Price £6. For further particulars apply 
to Ernest H. Barrett, 69, Claremont Road, Forest Gate. 

For Sale. — 53-in. special " Club," nickel plated all over, 
in splendid order, has hardly been used since the Bath Race, 
1880 ; owner compelled to give up the bicycle. Price £12, 
cost £25. — ^McCullum Hill, 1, Montrose Villas, Acton. 
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A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OF 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By E. J. and H. H. Shsbkiff. 
(Continued from page 255. Vol IV.) 
Soon after leaving Gloucester we came across two 
young ladies on tricycles practising ; they looked rather 
warm, it must have been hard work for them oyer such 
rough and hilly roads. We were now riding close along 
the side of the Severn, and made several stoppages for 
rests, and to admire the scenery ; proceeding further, our 
road became much more hilly on to Newnham (115), 
through which we passed. Continuing our journey over 
the same sort of road through Blakeney, Lydney was 
reached. At the latter place, beginning to feel rather 
" peckish," we pulled up at a temperance house, and 
astonished the inmates thereof by almost exhausting their 
stock of lemonade and buns. Feeling decidedly better, 
but rather lazy, we pushed on steadily ; with sundry rests, 
and walking numerous hills, the villages of Aylburton, 
Alvington, Woolaston, and Stroute were left behind us. 
The views at times were very extensive, the river, which 
we closely followed, adding much to the beauty of the 
scene. A long, winding descent ran down into 

CHBPSTOW 

(134), which was reached at 7.18, after a very trying day's 
ride, the heat being very excessive all the day, the wind 
against us, the road for the distance of 80 miles as rough 
and rutty as the most hardy rider would care to face, and 
of such whiteness as to be really painful to the eyes, so one 
can imagine that we were not sorry that our ride for the 
day was done. At the first house we tried we were refused, 
they saying that they did not take in travellers on a Sunday. 
We then tried the " Beaufort," which we found very good, 
and after a wash and a change of apparel we sat down to a 
well-earned repast, and then sauntered forth to explore the 
neighbourhood, which is very beautiful. Climbing the high 
wooded cliffs we had a grand view of the Wye winding 
along in a silver streak far below, its well-wooded banks 
looking most beautiful under the rays of the setting sun ; 
the peculiar rail and suspension bridge spanning the river 
was also very picturesque. It is said that in the town in a 
garden in Bridge Street, there is a well which ebbs and 
flows inversely with the flow and ebb of the tide : at high 
tide the well is dry, at low the water returns. The Castle 
ruins are still very beautiful— they are situated on the 
banks of the Wye. We could not get inside, so had to 
content ourselves with walking round. Wandering along 
through the fields we admired the beauties of nature, and 
by the change of muscles rested our weary limbs ; the green 
trees and fields were also a pleasant contrast to the white 
dazzling road that we had been frowning at all day ; then 
retuxniag to our quarters we sought those slumbers that 
the innocent only can enjoy. Distance to day slightly over 
80 miles. 



July 18th (Monday).— Were up by six o'clock, and 
breakfasted before leaving. Over a mile had to be walked 
on starting off, and mounting, two more miles up hill 
warmed us up for the day'ajun. By St. Arvans (137 ) there 
commenced a long descent of several miles ; now getting in 
the valley of the Wye the scenery was really magnificent, 
the road running close to the river, with high hills on both 
sides, well wooded, and at times rising up almost precipitously 
from the roadway. The scenery was the most beautiful we 
had yet seen, and we could not refrain from dismounting to 
admire it, some fishermen netting in the river adding to 
the picturesqueness of the views. Splendid going all down 
hill continued to 

TIKTERN ABBET 

(140), which we reached soon after seven o'clock. This 
majestic ruin, viewed in connection with the surrounding 
scenery, is esteemed the most beautiful and picturesque 
object on the banks of the Wye. It occupies a level area, 
screened on all sides by richly-wooded hills, amidst which 
the river pursues its winding course. It was an abbey for 
Cistercian monks, founded in 1131. The whole of the 
ruin is roofless, but the walls are almost entire, and some 
of the columns are still standing. Climbing to the top, 
we were able to walk round the walls and view the ruin 
and scenery from every quarter. In the early morning 
the country looked particularly beautiful, and lying down 
on the grass on the walls we took it all in leisurely, and 
it was with much reluctance we tore ourselves away, not 
before, however, exploring the grounds in company with a 
large dog from the hotel near, which not content with 
following us to all the out-of-the-way places, came up a 
dilapidated and difficult staircase, and seemed to think it 
was its duty to show us round, for when lying on the grass 
amidst the ruins it would worry us until we moved on again, 
and on re-starting it followed some way by our side and 
appeared very loth to leave us. Easy running continued to 
Llandogo (143) which is a pretty village amid grand scenery. 
In the river here can be seen the marks of the Devil's talons 
on a stone, where in his haste he left when flying from the 
Cistercian monks who occupied Tintem Abbey. Almost all 
down hill over rough roads continued to 

MOKMOUTH 

(150). The river Wye was crossed just before entering the 
town, which was anciently^surrounded by walls and a moat, 
traces of which are visible. Of four gates, the only oue 
remaining stands on the bridge which crosses the Monmow, 
and this is, perhaps, the most perfect relic of the kind. 
Near the town is a lofty hill called the Kymin, on which is 
erected a monument to commemorate the victories of the 
British Navy. The view from this spot extends to a cir- 
cumference of nearly 300 miles, including the diversified 
scenery of nine counties. From the Kymin is seen, towards 
the S.E., not a mile distant, a famous Druidical rocking 
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stone, called the Buck Stone. It is a nide mass of silicious 
grit, on the edge of a limestone rock, in fonn resembling an 
inverted pyramid poised on its apex. Its circumference at 
the npper part is fifty-four, and at the point of contact 
with the pedestal, three feet, and its height is thirteen feet- 
Leaving Monmouth, the road was thick with dust, and with 
a scorching sun overhead we found it very warm work. A 
long ascent full three miles long brought down our weight 
another stone or two, and after all our labour we had to 
walk down a dangerous descent. Nothing is more aggra- 
vating to bicyclists than, after a long pull of several miles, 
to find the descent perfectly dangerous to ride, and it was 
with many harsh expressions we walked down this steep 
descent. Whitchurch was soon after entered. The heat 
was now so great we determined to have a bathe at the 
first opportunity, and getting near the river we indulged in 
a delicious swim, and basking in the sun with the grand 
scenery all around, nothing could be more enjoyable. 
After several dips we continued our journey much refireshed, 
and with the glorious views we enjoyed our ride immensely 
into 

BOSS 

(161). Here we had lunch, and, being somewhat thirsty, 
partook rather too much of some lime-juice cordial, which 
we regretted many times after. Ross is beautifully situated 
on the Wye, and contains many antique-looking houses 
with gabled roofs and bits of old carving. It derives much 
interest from its association with the character and deeds of 
Mr. John Eyrie, celebrated as the " Man of Iloss '* in the 
well-known lines of Pope. In a comer of the church some 
elm tree branches are trained up one of the windows, having 
sprung up in this singular situation from the expanded 
roots of trees on the outside which were planted by Mr. 
Kyrle. The " Prospect Walk " adjoining the churchyard 
is a quadrangular promenade planted with magnificent 
elms and surrounded by a dwarf wall. The view from this 
spot is as remarkable for sweet and peaceful beauty as can 
possibly be conceived. It embraces a lovely vale, enlivened 
by the meanderings of the Wye, the castles of Wilton and 
Goodrich, luxuriant woods and fertile meadows, and the 
distant outline of the Welsh mountains. A long run down, 
" legs over handles," took us over the river Wye again, and 
being now about noon the heat was terrific, and a mile of 
riding completely " did " us up, all on account of that lime- 
juice ; so at the first shady place we dismounted, being 
under a tree on the broad highroad, where we lay stretched 
out with coats off in a violent state of perspiration, and 
almost incapable of moving a foot onward. Reviving a 
little we pushed on quietly, working on what we called the 
" three-mile " system, that is, a good rest every three miles, 
but not under, thereby having something to look forward 
to every time we remounted. Even this easy three miles 
we found terribly warm work ; one rest in a cool plantation, 
another under the spreading boughs of an old oak in a corn- 



field brought us to within six miles of Hereford. Fortu- 
nately these last six miles were all down hill, or it would 
have been doubtful whether we should have ever reached 
that city, the heat now being overpowering. The roads^ 
however, were perfect, slightly undulating, and plenty oi 
" legs over " runs ; the scenery is pretty throughout. 

HEEEFOSD 

(176) was reached about two o'clock, and, putting up for 
dinner at the "Mitre" (B.T.C.), we were considerably sur- 
prised at meeting an old friend from the City who had left 
the day we had, and was on a boating tour down the Wye. 
After lunch we looked over the cathedral, which was 
founded so early as A.D. 825. The verger who showed us 
round was most particular in explaining which was of 
Norman and which of Early English architecture. The 
chief points to be noticed in the building are the Lady 
Chapel, the reredos with carved spandril, stained glass 
window in N. transept. Bishop Cantilupe's shrine, the 
curious Mappa Mundi, and an interesting series of epis- 
copal and knightly effigies. The verger also pointed out 
the house where Nell Owynn was born. Starting off again 
about three o'clock, a level road extended to White Cross 
(178). Here is a stone cross, erected in 1345 by Dr. Lewis 
Charlton, afterwards Bishop of Hereford, to commemorate 
the time when, in consequence of a pestilential malady raging 
in the city, the markets were held on this spot. Working now 
on "four miles without a rest" system, we got the miles 
gradually done. Through King's Acre, our first halt was 
at CredenhiU (181). The road after here became fearfully 
rough and narrow, and more like a cow-path than the main 
London and Aberystwith road. Bumping along through 
Mansel Lacy (183), jogging on to Yazor (185), and strug- 
gling on to Norton Canon (187), where we indulged in 
another well-earned rest. The scenery became finer and 
finer as we neared Wales, but the roads rougher and rougher. 
No water being about at Samsfield (187), we asked for 
some at a cottage, and the good woman was kind enough 
to give us milk instead, for which we were very thankful, 
and much enjoyed, despite a big dog barking loudly at us 
all the time we were drinking. Walking up a long hill, we 
rested again, and much astonished two old Welshwomen' 
when telling we had come aU the way from London on 
" them things" One of them (the women) had a sou at 
business in London, who she seemed to think we must 
know, as we had come from that small village. At Lyons 
Hall (192) we were so thirsty as to again request a drink of 
water. The people seem very obliging in Wales, and 
bicyclists are quite a novelty, in most places the villages 
turning out en masse to see us, and the boys following until 
completely tired out Through Fentress (193) we reached 
Kington (195) about six o'clock, crossing the river Arrow 
just before entering the town. 

(To be continued.) 
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THE HOW GILL PELLS. 

I lately spent a week in the immediate neighbonrhood of 
this peculiar group of mountains, and as the scenery is very 
fine, and there are some curious natural phenomena well 
worth describing, I have thought it might interest some of 
our readers to write a short chapter about them. These fells 
are situated in the extreme north-west comer of Yorkshire, 
abutting on Westmoreland, and the ancient town of 
Sedbergh lies at their southern base. Sewell and myself 
established ourselves at an old haunt of his, The White 
Hart," kept by mine host S. Walton, and a more comfort- 
able establishment I never wish to stay at, and trust it will 
not be my last visit. Our "ration d'etre" at Sedbergh 
was fishing. S." is an enthusiast of the first water at 
this sport, and, where fishing is concerned, heeds nothing in 
the shape of weather. Our best take in one day was 
between sixty and seventy salmon to our two rods. (This 
is absolute fact, although no doubt it will require a few 
grains of chloride of sodium to swallow.) I will not say 
their total weight, for fear of being still further misbelieved, 
and I am sure that wild horses will not extract the informa- 
tion from ".8." Well, this is not the How Gill Fells, I hear 
some one say, so I apologise for my digression, and proceedT 
to say that, rising abruptly firom the town, are three lofty 
mountains, named respectively Winder (1551 feet), Enott 
(1523 feet), and The Orook of Lune (1578 feet). These 
elevations are covered with a beautiful growth of verdure, 
the almost everlasting rain with which this district is 
favoured having the effect of keeping everything exquisitely 
green. Passing over Winder plenty of heather is found, and 
grouse are fairly abundant, and another stiff climb brings 
one to the top of Arran Haw (1^89 feet), locally called 
Goldbottom. From the summit a splendid view may be had 
of the Cumbrian Alps, also Lancaster and Duddou Sands, 
and an immense expanse of country is mapped out around, 
but far from so extensive or grand as that seen from the 
summit of " Ingleborough." One of the great peculiarities 
of the How Gill Pells consists of the exceedingly steep grassy 
banks, many of which rise hundreds of feet almost perpen- 
dicularly, and the constant intersection of the sides of the 
mountains by gills (local name for a ravine with a stream 
of water running through it). The highest point is called 
the "Calf," and is 2220 feet in height. Many of the bridle 
tracks across them are very dangerous, running, as they do, 
at the extreme edge of precipices, with here and there 
portions of the track carried away by the slipping of the 
earth. Camden, in speaking of them, says that they present 
" such a dreary waste and horrid silent wilderness, that 
certain little rivulets that creep here are called Hellbecks, 
and in this part the goats, deer, and stags of extraordinary 
size find a secure retreat." 

The " Hons " of the Fells, are, however, " Black Force " 
and " Cautley," pronounced " Coteley " Spout. The first 
named is situate some seven miles from Sedbergh, and the 



best way to reach it is to take the road towards Orton (it 
is lined on either side in many places with wild raspberry 
canes, the fruit of which is delicious), and after walking 
some four miles, and crossing How Gill Beck, a white house 
on the left is reached (Mr. James Heard's), and at this point 
you leave the road and take the bridle track across the 
Fells ; it is very distinct, and cannot well be missed. This track 
leads over a spur of the Fells at a considerable elevation, 
and then descends, only to rise again. On the left is a 
wild and gloomy hollow between the hills, with a beck, 
plunging down in a cascade some forty feet in one spot ; 
this is called the Scrajrs. A careful descent to another 
beck, which joins this at right angles, will bring you to the 
top of the Black Force, and a truly horrible and ghastly 
place it is. The finest view is firom the eastern side, and 
great care is required in crossing the shiver," as the loose 
debris of rock is called, as an erring footstep would 
mean a violent death. Once across this dangerous piece 
there is a very narrow ridge (a small edition of the celebrated 
sharp edge " on Blencathra) down which it is possible to 
walk with a steady nerve, and one is then right facing this 
most wild and chaotic natural curiosity : below is a pre- 
cipitous gorge, with the boiling torrent of water dashing 
through the huge fragments of rocks which are piled up in 
confusion below. On the extreme verge is a mountain ash, 
in whose branches a pair of carrion crows find a secure 
nesting place. On the western side the rock presents 
perhaps the most curious phenomenon that can be found 
in the county. It consists of a series of sloping laminae of 
Silurian rock, each shelf about two feet in width, and these, 
describing a very considerable angle, meet a corresponding 
series of shelves trending downwards from the north. A 
perfect natural trap is thus formed, and no large animal 
can ever get out that once gets into it, and many are its 
victims, as the whitened bones below too well show. At 
the time we were there a poor sheep was in it, and had 
broken its leg. Young Mr. Heard, who had kindly acted 
as our guide, said it belonged to Tom Fawcett (we after- 
wards saw him and informed him of it), who would be sure 
to go and shoot it, and so put it out of its misery. This 
Mr. Fawcett had once gone down this awful trap to get at 
a sheep, and narrowly escaped with his life in spite of the 
aid of ropes. While Sewell waited to finish his pipe I 
determined to descend the right-hand side of the edge on 
which we were, and so get down to the bottom of the Force, 
and found it a very nasty and diflScult job, the descent 
being exceedingly steep. When about half way down this 
ravine, which is called " Force Brow," I came upon the 
dead body of a nice pony, which had fallen over and broken 
its neck. I at length reached the bottom, and when there 
fully realised 

*' The power of the silence of the mountains ; 
The awe that dweUeth in them far and near." 

as a deathlike stillness seemed to pervade the whole scene, 
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Baye and except the plashing of the water in the beck. 
Above me rose the precipitous.heights of Black Force, with 
the ledge where the peregrine falcons and buzzards yearly 
reared their brood, and to the left was a very steep grassy 
rise called Ram's Bank, and up this I had to climb like a 
fly on a wall ; by the time I arrived at the top I was fairly 
tired. Once more joining Sewell and our guide, we made 
the best of our way back, in order to avoid a heavy storm, 
and thus ended our visit to Black Force. 

Cautley Spout and Crag are about five miles from Sed- 
bergh, on the road to Eirkby Stephen, and when full of 
water the Spout is well worth a visit. It consists of a very 
long narrow fall which descends from the top of the Fells 
above Cautley Crag to the little beck which joins the river 
Rawthey. The Crag itself is very grand and impressive, 
rising as it does about 1000 feet in sheer perpendicular 
height ; here again both hawks and buzzards make their 
habitation. The Calf (2220 feet) is close to Cautley— one 
can see the Crag, and then, getting on to the top of the 
Fells, walk back to Sedbergh, and this plan is far better 
than taking the road, as from the summit of the Fells, 
which, by the bye, presents a large table land covering some 
acres, a grand view is obtained across Wildboar (locally 
Wilbert) Fell, with its curious outline, and also the Clowds, 
as a large fleecy-looking mass of limestone rock is called, 
which forms one of the spurs of Wildboar Fell. The adven- 
turous pedestrian might also cross Oreat Baugh Fell into 
the lovely Oarsdale, and again go over Bise Hill to Dent, 
situated in the dale of that name, and famous as the birth- 
place and residence of Adam Sedgwick, the great geologist. 

VHutte'er of beaniiM or new, 
SubUxne or dreadful, in earth, Be% or sky, 
By chance or flearoh was offered to his view. 
He scanned with canons and romantic eye." 

I am afraid, dear Mr. Editor, I have trespassed sufficiently 
on your space, so will now close this paper. — Yours truly, 

McCtjllum Hill. 

A TOUR THOUGH THE MIDLANDS AND WALES. 

After several unsuccessful attempts to get up another 
party for the Continent, as I again wanted to spend my 
holiday on the wheel, I was obliged to content myself with 
a tour in England. I thought I was sure to have fine 
weather in September, after the dismal preceding month, and 
pictured to myself some of those glorious autumnal days 
we are sometimes treated to ; but it was not to be, although 
I must not grumble when I compare my luck with that of 
others. Being unable to get a companion for three weeks, 
I managed to arrange with three different men to join me 
en route, and by a little planning was able to meet one 
companion where another left. Curiously enough, out of 
the said three, only one man was riding an ordinary bicycle. 

I left Highbury on Monday, the 5th of September, about 
9.30, two N.W. men calling to see me start, and the amount 



of impedimenta, as our old friend Cffisar talks about, some- 
what fetched " them. It consisted of a good large multum 
and a roll fixed on the handles, containing a suit of clothes. 
I am one of those who believe in plenty of luggage for a 
tour, thinking that pace and long distances should be things 
left at home on such occasions. Truly I was well handi- 
capped, having fourteen pounds deadweight The well-known 
road to Bamet was taken, and was rather lively, as it was the 
first day of the annual fair ; no end of roughs walking in 
the roadway with sundry old crocks of horses, of course nearly 
always on their wrong side. I managed to keep in the saddle 
to the foot of the hill, and here riding was simply an 
impossibility. As I walked up the well-known slope a 
most lively scene presented itself. All the fields round 
were covered with horses and cattle, except the one along- 
side what the Captain calls the " coal-shoot," which was 
packed as closely as possible with the usual shows associated 
with fairs. Leaving my machine at the Old Salisbury," 
I walked down to the station to meet Hindley, my first 
companion, who was coming down by train, he having left 
his machine at Barnet on the previous Saturday. He was 
quite hors de combat for a bicycle, not having recovered 
the use of his right wrist, which had been badly sprained a 
fortnight previously in a spill, but he had pluckily deter- 
mined to ride a " Devon " " tii.," with the steering-gear 
shifted to the left side, and he had to ride with only one 
hand all the time, which of course was immensely against 
him. In due time he arrived with a good-sized sort of 
portmanteau, which having been duly fixed, as we thought, 
on a frame, we got under weigh just before midday. O^r 
intention was to get to Northampton that night, but we 
were obliged to alter our course a good deal We took the 
Old St. Albans road, thbking that it would be freer from 
the numerous droves of cattle, and so it was. Before four 
miles had been covered we had had two stoppages to screw 
up the luggage frame on the ''tri.," which did not fit, but 
at last it was fixed tightly enough to get to St. Albans. 
I was surprised at the pace H. got the ** bus " along at, 
going up Ridge Hill easily at nearly ten miles an hour. 
At St. Albans we stopped to get the refiractory frame 
filed down a bit, which consumed a good ten minutes. 
Nothing occurr^ on to Dunstable, to which place I 
ran on to order dinner, the "tri." doing the twenty-two 
miles from Barnet in 2.40, not bad work 1 I have purposely 
said nothing about this well-known road, which was in 
fair condition, it being so familiar. After dinner at the 
"Sugar Loaf" — ^where, by the way, in the old coaching 
days, eighty coaches used to stop eyery day — we ran 
down the long incline, and on over the rough road to 
Hockcliffe, H. complaining bitterly of the surface and 
ruts. Turning to the right, in the village, we had a 
good long up, and the roads continuing rough, H. declared 
it was not good enough to grind on. I had been over this 
route before, and knew that things would not altogether 
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suit him further on ; bo we consulted our map and decided 
to go on to Wobum (43 miles), and then hold a council. 
The country round here is nothing much out of the 
ordinary agricultural scenery, but improves a little after 
passing the fine entrance to the Duke of Bedford's domain. 
The park, surrounded by a high wall, skirts the road all 
the way to Wobum, which is reached by a long, gradual 
descent. We here agreed to make for Bedford, and then 
train on to Derby or thereabouts, as H. had only a week, 
and we thought we might just as well have a little to see 
for our work. Accordingly we turned to the right, about 
the middle of the town, and went through Wobum Park, 
which was well worth seeing ; in fact, I think a day might 
very pleasantly be spent, riding about the good roads which 
mn through it. One piece we were very pleased with, passing 
a lake well situated among trees. On emerging again into 
the highway we got on to the capital Bedfordshire roads, and 
had a pleasant mn to Ampthill (51 miles). A long hill 
up out of the town, and then a very steep and long down 
followed by level into Bedford, still over good roads, which 
place was not reached until after dark. We put up at the 
" Clarence," the B.T.C. house, which was very fair. Total 
distance, fifty-nine miles. The rest of the evening was 
spent in roaming about the town and a visit to the station 
to look up a train for the morning. 

During the night there was a copious fall of rain, 
but the sun was shining brightly as we made for the 
railway. We took the 9,40 train for Derby, and soon 
ran into the rain again, which continued all the way. 
It was a sorry sight to see field after field, and acre 
after acre, with the com lying rotting in the inclement 
weather — all the way along it was the same. Derby was 
reached at 12.30, and we made for the " St. James's Hotel," 
about a mile from the station. There are plenty of tram- 
lines about, but as the paving was very fair we managed to 
ride all right. While dinner was preparing H. went out to 
amuse the natives. They were certainly fetched at seeing 
him riding in the rain, holding an umbrella up with one 
hand, — which useful article (I mean the former, of course), 
formed part of his baggage, — and working as fast as he could 
backwards, the "Devon" rachets meanwhile keeping up a 
merry click, while the machine ran forward down the wood- 
paved slope. We were very undecided as to whether we 
should go on to Ashbourne (13 miles) that afternoon, but a 
spin of the coin decided our fate, and the rain giving over 
for awhile, we started. Tram-rails enlivened the ride for a 
mile, but being in good condition did not bother us much. 
As soon as we left them we began what Buckler used to call 
" deep-soil cultivation," the mud being very heavy going. 
After having covered a few miles, mostly uphill (indeed, it 
seemed collar-work the greater part ^f the way), a man in a 
country cart had a little racing with us. We had been travel- 
ling very slowly, when he came up with Hindley and had a 
spurt with him, but H. coidd not make the " bus " go the 


pace, so our friend tried me up a hill, and what with the 
higgaga and mud I only just held my own to the top, and, 
H. being some way behind, I let him go ahead, much to 
his delight, he continually trying to jeer me on. But we 
were not to be disposed of so easily. We overhauled him 
walking a hill, and after some chaff got a good lead, and 
resumed our old steady pace. Presently up came this 
modern Jehu again, hitting up the horse in a most resolute 
style, and, getting up his wrath a little at the constant cry 
of "Go it!" "Slaughter him!" did his best to ^ " ' us 
off. But this time we had got the gradient in our favour, 
and keeping ahead, our firiend reached his destination and 
quietly tumed up a yard. After this the road became 
somewhat drier and more hilly, while the country, which 
had been rather hidden in mist, improved, and before long 
became very pretty. A long and steep hill led down into 
Ashboume, which I thought it pradent to walk, the " tri." 
going down at a merry pace. Ashboume is a very old 
market town of about 600 years' standing. We put up at 
the " Green Man " (B.T.C), a good old-fashioned bouse, 
the landlady giving us a capital tea, which included trout. 
In the smoking-room afterwards we were pretty well 
amused for the remainder of the evening. There had been 
that day the sale of a bankmpt's property (quite an event 
in this out-of the- way place), and the son of the unfortu- 
nate man was tremendously excited, storming away at 
another fellow for some supposed slander. As soon as he 
had quieted down, another local, who was decidedly " on," 
tackled us, having an idea that we had been representing 
some one at the sale, and tried to identify me with a former 
acquaintance. Then he got very friendly, and pressed us 
to go for a night's poaching with him, promising capital 
sport (?) with either rabbits or trout. It is needless to[say that 
we informed him that we Bad rather different ideas of sport, 
and politely, of course, refused. 

{To be continued,) 

BINDING. 

Covers for binding Vol. IV., with Index and Preface, are 
now ready. . ,^ * 

Notice. — Old bound numbers may be Ififttererd'iu gold on 
back if they are retumed to the office, at a cost ofhinepence 
per vol. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

AU contribntions must be addressed to *' The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Easteheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday evening. Messis. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept; cost is 28. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back or extra numbers of the Gazette 
at the cost of Id each. 

Covers for binding Vol. III. are now ready, the cost of which, with 
Index and Preface, is 4s. Those desiring to avail themselves of this 
are requested to forward theCr copies to the office. 

X Auiiivu i^iio X AvpriebuxB ujr x/aiujixiu a ouif, ai* vne jxunorva oteam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, Londetf^lB.C.— Febmaty 8, 1882. 
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In the House of Commons, on the 17th ultimo, Mr. Butt 
asked the First Commissioner of Works hy what authority 
the public were prohibited from using the broad road round 
the inside of the Regent's Park for bicycles ; whether there 
was any and, if any, what reason ibr Ihis prohibition ; and 
whether it would not be practicable to reopen that road to 
the large number of ''young men of the working class" 
who were formerly in the habit of using it for bicycle 
exercise. Mr. Lefevre, in reply, said that by the Parks 
Regulation Act bicycles were not allowed to be used in 
the parks. After much consideration he had arrived at 
the conclusion that in the general interests of the public 
it was not desirable to permit their use in the parks. 
The subject is one of considerable interest, and one on 
which there are many different opinions, and is, moreover, 
one in which the London Bicycling Clubs may be considered 
as interested to a paramount degree. We cannot but feel 
gratified that such subjects should occupy the attention of 
Parliament ; but after much consideration we must admit 
that we quite agree with Mr. Lefevre, and in the interests 
of the sport, as well as of the public, we sincerely hope that 
bicycling may never be allowed in any metropolitan park, 
in which category we, of course, do not include Windsor 
or Bushey parks. We are confident that the admission of 
bicycles into the metropolitan parks, and more especially 
into Hyde Park, would be greatly to the disadvantage of 
bicyclists generally. Our readers are probably aware that, 
in the case of the one North London park into which 
bicyclists were admitted, they positively proved themselves 
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SO " objectionable " that they were subsequently excluded 
from its precincts ; and our representative body, the Bicycle 
Union, declined to entertain the proposition to apply for the 
renewal of the privilege. These facts alone tend to show, 
however loth we may be to admit it, that the average 
bicyclist is scarcely fitted to share the confined space of 
the parks with the rest of the public ; and it must not be 
forgotten that Hyde Park, to which we particularly referred, 
is much used by the " upper ten," out of which select body 
many of our legislators are chosen ; and to ride a bicycle up 
and down the Row at five o'clock in the afternoon would, 
we imagine, have much the same effect upon these digni- 
taries as holding out a red rag to a bull. A man who has 
had his valuable horses scared by a bicycle cannot be 
expected to legislate in the impartial spirit we should 
wish for ; and, after all, our legislators are but human 
beings. But what advantage would bicyclists gain if they 
were admitted to the parks ? We are much mistaken if 
the roads in them are not all macadam. Most wisely, then, 
in our opinion, did the Bicycle Union determine that it was 
not advisable to endeavour to gain access to the forbidden 
ground. Such are our views. The subject is one of im- 
portance, and if they do not coincide with those of any of 
our readers we shall be glad to hear the question ventilated 
in our columns by anyone interested in the subject. 



It is a marked feature of our Club, though perhaps not 
a very peculiar one, that its winter amusements seem to 
require constant change to make them palatable to members 
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at large, or, at any rate, that this view appears to impress 
the caterers for the Club amusement. One year it is a 
concert, and the Orchestral Society is credited \Yith a grand 
success ; the next, the Dramatic Society makes a brilliant 
debut, and the Orchestral Society quietly subsides while 
the odd times are filled in with District *' Socials." This 
winter everything has been absorbed for the present in 
Smoking Concerts, though it is true the " Club " has for 
the first time for several years decided on itself providing a 
concert, but, then, this is "in aid of the funds of the 
Club," and therefore must be considered as a mixture of 
business and pleasure. Of course, in each case it is "the 
first " of a series of performances, but the point we refer to, 
without wishing to cast any slur on the performances of 
any one, is that " the second " and subsequent numbers of 
the series are more rare. 

What we wish, however, at this time to consider in 
particular is the Smoking Concerts which have this year 
been organised, and their success. Tliat they have been a 
great success no one who attended them will deny, though 
it is true that the last of the series was attended by a 
comparatively small number of members. This may be 
accounted for in various ways ; in the first place, those who 
are constantly telling us we have too many tickets to sell 
point, and not without apparent reason, to what they have 
told us all along. Then, of course, it may be said that the 
absence of the dramatic element may have caused some 
falling o£f in the interest ; but as we imagine this feature 
was not known to more than a very select few, we may 
fairly doubt its effect. Lastly, and this we may perhaps 
without personal or collective vanity venture to think was 
a very practical reason, our own issue which announced 
the Concert had occurred so long before that members had 
fairly forgotten the existence of the Concert before the 
date arrived. 

We desire, however, to remind members of the past per- 
formances, more for the purpose of eliciting their criticisms 
or suggestions while the past is fresh in their memory, rather 
than to offer for ourselves any particular advice, and we 
venture therefore to ask our readers to express their views 
on the number and class of performance it would be 
advisable to have another winter^ always supposing that 
nothing better turns up. 

The particular points to which we would direct members* 
attention are the frequency at which concerts should be 
given ; the advisability of introducing the dramatic element; 
the length of the performances ; should the company be 
invited to join in a larger number of choruses ; and whether 
the Club gatherings are an improvement on the District 
Socials held in the preceding winter. 

While enumerating these points we do not wish to pre- 
clude others, and whatever hints we receive can then be 
faithfully recorded in our columns for future use. 



The enthusiastic applause which greeted Ashley Barrett 
at the Club Dinner in November showed in so marked a 
degree the high appreciation in which the late Editor's 
ability was held by the Club that it may seem hardly 
necessary to say a word in praise of one with whose merits 
the readers of the Gazette are so well acquainted, yet 
it would be a serious omission in the records of the Club if 
the change in the Eiitorship of its Gazette received only a 
formal recognition. Following, as he did. Editors of no 
mean capacity, Ashley Barrett has succeeded in fully 
keeping up the high standard of ability which the Club is 
becoming accustomed to expect from the holders of that 
office, and his retirement is received with universal regret 
by his fellow-clubmen. 

Only those who have tried it can form an adequate idea 
of the real hard work which is exacted from an Editor, and 
for two whole years Ashley Barrett has ungrudgingly 
devoted himself to this work, while we feel sure that we 
are expressing the views of all who have been associated 
with him in official duties that as a genial and energetic 
colleague he would not easily be surpassed. T. G. 

OUR LATE EDITOR. 
Ashley Barrett writes : " In retiring from the Editorship 
of the L.B.C. Gazette, I wish to thank my fellow-members 
for the kind and hearty way in which they have assisted 
me during my two years of office, and at the same time to 
express my hope that my successor will receive an equal 
amount of support." 

COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 13th 
February, the following gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club 

Name and Addiw. Propoi«r, Seconder. 

George Washington Arnott, Fern 
Bank, Snareabrook W. A. Smith. Theo. Godlee. 

Frederick N. Large, Oakfield Road, 

Clapton F. Jolly. C. Y. Lyne. 

John Frederic Griffith, St Mat- 
thew's Vicarage, Surbiton G. P. Coleman. W. T. Thorn. 

James Bingley Yonng, Cherwells, 

Morland Koad, Croydoh Hume Young. Alfred Herbert 

Sidney Herbert, South Norwood 
Park, S.E Alfred Herbert Arthur Herbert. 

Frank MinshaU Elgood, Brank- 

Bome," Fitzjohn B Avenue, N.W. W. T. Hill. B. S. Price. 
Charles LyaU Hill, 47, Belsize 

Avenue, N.W. do. do. 

The resignations of E C. Koch, A. V. Rose, S. M. 
Mumby, H. Kisch, H. C. Webster, and A. 0. Tylor ^ere 
accepted. 

It was proposed by Scrutton, "That the information 
contained in the Blue Book should be printed in an extra 
supplement of the Gazette." After some discussion on 
the subject, it was referred to a Sub-Committee to report 
as to the cost, etc., of publishing the Book, at the next 
Committee. 
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F. M. Williams was elected Editor of the L.B.C. Gazette 
for the present year. 

It was decided that no delegates should be sent to the 
meeting, convened by the Pickwick, to consider the 
advisability of holding the Hampton Court Meet ; and 
also that a letter should be written to the chairman of 
the meeting, expressing the views of the Club on this 
subject. 

The 25th March was fixed for the opening runs. 

In the matter of the reduction of the value of prizes at 
Race Meetings, it was decided that a letter should be 
written to Mr. W. B. Tanner, quoting the decision of the 
Committee of the 31st October, 1881, viz.: "That this 
Committee are of opinion tliat, if the other large Clubs will 
agree, it will be advisable to reduce the maximum value of 
prizes, except Challenge Cups, to £5," and suggesting that 
the B.U. should take the matter up, rather than any 
individual Club. 



At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 27th 
February, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club 



PropoMT. 



Seconder. 



Kftiiift and Addren. 

George Norwood Stunt, 24, Pe- 

therton Eoad, Highbury E. Faxon* E. L. Boyer. 

Thomas Austin Sergeant, " Ches- 

nnU" Maple Road, Surbiton ... H. G. A. Brown. G. P. Coleman. 

The resignation of R. J. Scott was accepted as from the 
9th May, 1881. 

Askiley Barrett's name was added to the Committee. 

Arthur Herbert was elected to the Committee for the 
S.E. District, in the place of F. M. Williams. 

The following gentlemen were appointed as a Race 
Committee for the present year : Boyce, Coleman, Theo. 
Godlee, Arthur Herbert, with Captain and Hon. Sec. 

June 3rd was fixed for the Joint Meet with the C.U.Bi.C. 
and O.U.Bi.C; the place of meeting was not settled, it 
resting between Dunstable and St. Albans. 

On the motion of Theo. Godlee, seconded by F. M. 
Williams, it was decided that the Blue Book be issued 
as in former years. £. S. Price. 



Change of Address. — The Captain's address from Feb. 
nth to Easter will be " 73, East India Road, E. ; " after 
Eaater, " Copsefield, Buckhurst Hill." 



NOTICE. 

The Editor hopes that members will refrain from writing 
to him at his Office, and from calling tliere. All commu- 
nications should be addressed to 35, Eastcheap, E.C. 

N.W. DISTRICT NOTICE. 
Our opening run will be to Potter's Bar on March 25th, 
when I hope that there will be a good muster, so that we 
may make a good start for the new season. The distance 



is short, so, as we can have a piano at the " Robin Hood," 
we propose having some music after tea. Will those who 
can sing, therefore, bring some songs with them ? . 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 



W. DISTRICT.— NOTICR 
It gives me much pleasure to inform all L.B.C. members 
that W. A. Smith has very kindly placed at their disposal a 
Stable 

in which machines can be kept. The address is, Savernake 
Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, which is five minutes' walk 
from Mill Hill Park Station (trains from Mansion House 
every half hour). 

Members could easily keep a change of clothes here, and 
we propose to have a Yale lock fitted to the door, so that 
all who dasire can have a small kei/, giving them access at 
any time of the day or night. 

This stable will be especially convenient to men living in 
town, and I shall be glad to receive postcards from those 
who wish to have keys, in order that the proper number 
may be prepared. The cost of these will be eighteenpence, 
including the share of the cost of the lock, and the extra 
bolts for security's sake, A better position could hardly 
have been chosen, for at a Club run we can now start on 
good roads at once, avoiding a great deal of bad macadam, 
and at the same time it is very accessible by train from 
the City. 

The opening run, a short one, is to Sunbury, and I hope 
the men of the W. District will turn up in force to 
personally thank McCullum Hill for his loyalty to his 
old division. 

Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 



S. W. District. — Opening Run. 

The first run of the season will be held on Saturday, the 
25th instant. Taking advantage of the West District being 
in our neighbourhood, it is proposed to commence opera- 
tions with a short circular run, meeting them at Sunbury 
on our return, the two districts teaing together at the 
"Magpie." The route will be through Esher, Hersham 
Green, and Walton. The entire run being so close at 
home, it is to be hoped that members will make an effort 
to be present, and so ensure the success of our first ofiicial 
meet. Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 

N.B. Kingston Station, 4.15. 



S.E. NOTICE. 
The first official run of the season will take place on 
Saturday, the 25th March. The Croydon and Blackheath 
Divisions will leave their respective starting places as usual, 
at four o'clock punctually, and will meet at the " White 
Hart/' Orpington, where I sincerely trust we may have to 
congratulate ourselves upon one of the largest attendances, 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



if not the largest, on record. There is ample accommodation 
even if the whole District were to oome out to a man, and the 
proprietor of this hotel has freqaently given proofs of his 
desire to give us thorough satisfaction. The run is a short one^ 
over good roads ; in fact, there is every inducement to both 
old and new members to attend yi force. We have heard 
too much lately from the never-tiring croakers about 
bicycling being " on th^ decline/' as if, indeed, men ride 
from mere caprice, and not because they really like it, and 
by its means can get exercise, cliange of scenery and sur- 
roundings, and sociable meetings, all combined in a manner 
totally foreign to any other sport or amusement. No doubt 
we in the S.E. District are very happily situated both as 
regards roads and scenery, and I am sure the S.E. men will 
continue to show their appreciation of these blessings by 
attending the meets in strong numbers during the coming 
season. 

For myself, I should just like to remark that I am anxious 
to make the acquaintance of all the new men of my District, 
and of some of the old members who have not attended 
the runs for some time, and whom I have not yet met. I 
need scarcely say I shall always be ready to give infor- 
mation or advice on bicycling matters as far as it lies in 
my power to do so. 

The Blackheath Division will be very glad to know that 
they will again have the advantage of Stephen P. Smith's 
kind and energetic lead for their 1882 runs. 

Godstone (" Clayton Arms ") will be the destination of 
the run on 1st April, which will be attended by both 
Divisions. Times and places of starting as usual. 

H. G. A. Beown, District Captain. 

S.E. District. 

1 1th February. There was a nice run from the Croydon 
starting place to Godstone and back, over capital roads. 
Present : C. A. Brown, T. Herbert, F. H. Townsend, and 
H. G. A. Brown. 

18th February. In spite of a very strong head-wind, 
making riding a real toil, the following men left Croydon 
about four o'clock, for Merstham, from which place they 
hurriedly returned on account of rain. C. A. Brown, 
T. Herbert, J. C. Oswald, and H. G. A. Brown. 



S.E. PH0T03. 
A few of the S.E. photos can still be obtained at 35, 
Eastcheap ; price 9d. each. 



ROAD NOTES FROM THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 

On the 24th ultimo the roads rouad London to the West 
and North West were in unusually good condition for the 
time of year. The Uxbridge Road was in very fair order 
—a few stones between Acton and Ealing. Goldhawk Road, 
from Shepherd's Bush, not improved by a recently laid 



tram.line. Horn Lane was heavily stoned from the G.WB., 
bridge at Acton, to near the canal bridge at Harlesden, 
and it will be some time before it can be good travelling. 
Harrow Road, fair throughout ; Kenton Lane was capital 
going. Edgware Road also fair, a few stones here and 
there— just enough to render cautious navigation desirable 
after dark. North Road not worse than usual, stones 
rather abundant between Whetstone and the foot of 
Barnet HilL Lanes generally in very good order, except 
where thickly bordered with trees. Occidental. 



PROMENADE CONCERT. 

By direction of the Committee, a Promenade Concert will 
be held, in aid of the Club Funds, at St. Andrew's Hall, 
Newman Street, Oxford Street (near Oxford Circus), on 
Wednesday, 15th March, 1882. Admission 2s. 6d. Sub- 
Committee :— F. Jolly, Fred, W. Morris, E. S. Price, M. D. 
Rucker, Jun., T. E. Sorutton, and F. M. Williams, of whom 
all information can be obtained. Doors open at 7.30 ; com- 
mence at 8 ; carriages at 10.30. Application for tickets to 
be made to F. M. Williams, 12, College Road, Bromley, 
Kent, or to any member of the Committea 

St. Andrew's Hall, which holds about 1000 people, is 
very conveniently situated, and has been specially built 
for concert purposes. The Amateur Orchestral Society 
frequently give concerts there, and the Sub-Committee have 
decided to take it in {ireference to St. George's Hall. 

It is hoped that members will do their best to dispose of 
tickets, bearing in mind that the profits will be devoted to 
the Club Funds. 

SUGGESTED REDUCTION IN VALUE OF PRIZES. 

The following Circular has been sent to the Hon. Sees, 
of the principal Bicycle Clubs : — 

" Dear Sir, — The coming racing season will probably see 
some attempt made to deal with the evils at present con- 
nected with amateur racing. The Bicycle Union may not 
impossibly take some steps in the matter ; but it has 
occurred to several riders that the London racing clubs 
might also do something to check the evils complained of 
by agreement among themselves. 

At present there are about forty race meetings every 
season in London, at each of which an open handicap is 
run off. As there are often two or three on the same day, 
clubs seem to adopt Jfrom competition for entries) an 
uniform scale of prizes-«£10, £5, £2 per handicap — so that 
roughly about £700 of prizes are run for during the year. 
Many riders think that this is a great departure from the 
spirit of amateurism. It is pecuniarily worth a man's while 
to go in for racing, and, as the races are handicaps, there 
may even be a tendency on the part of some to arrange 
their running so as to secure a favourable handicap. 

We all know the charges that are made (sometimes, 
perhaps, with too much' foundation) against some of the 
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racing men of the present day. Racing clubs should there- 
fore, we think, consider how far — hy the valuable prizes 
they give — ^they put temptation before tacing men, and so 
become directly responsible for the evils complained of. 

It has been suggested that the leading racing clubs 
might come to an agreement at the beginuing of this season 
to offer no prizes of a larger value than, say, £5 in open 
races. Smaller clubs would be only too glad to follow this 
example. 

" Would you mind bringing this matlser before the Com- 
mittee of your Club informally, and ascertaining their views 
on the matter. A meeting of representatives of the leading 
clubs might be called to consider the subject ; but before 
taking any such steps it would be well to see that there 
was some chance of success. 

" If your Committee thinks the matter one requiring 
further consideration, would you let us know what means 
they consider most suitable for raising the question, i.e., 
whether the Pickwick should be asked to call a meeting of 
racing clubs, or what other course should be taken. 

" We may add that we are writing this letter quite apart 
from any official positions we may hold, and are only anxious 
that in some way or other a great evil should be dealt 
with. — ^Yours truly, " T. E. Scrutton. 

"W. B. Tannee." 

Replies to this communication should be addressed 
either to T. R Scrutton, 68, Finborough Road, South 
Kensington, or W. B. Tanner, 11, Abchorch Lane, E.C. ■ 

28th January, 1882. 

The reply of the " London " will be found in another 
column, in the Committee notice. 

The Pickwick, West Kent, Civil Service, Stanley, Canon- 
bury, and many other clubs have answered in a similar 
strain. 



A PROWL ROUND THE AGRICULTURAL HALL 

No doubt a sportsman's show under tdyal patronage is a 
fine thing, but there is an antagonistic element between 
bicycles and broughams, tricycles and tandem-carts, and 
the lowly mortal whose sole object in visiting the Agricul- 
tural Hall is to see the latest thing out in " velocipedes," 
and whose feeling in ascending the stairs leading to the 
gallery is that of man rising to a superior world, will doubt 
the expediency of this year's alteratioti from the Holbom 
Town Hall. To the lazy elf whose day-dreams are haunted 
by an El Dorado of perpetual motion, and who would gladly 
see muscular exertion supplanted by steam, compressed air, 
or electrical storage, this year's show will be a disappoint- 
ment ; indeed, with one or two exceptions, novelty is rather 
conspicuous in its absence. 

After noticing the stability of the " Invincible " hollow 
rims, and a glance over a copious display of bi.'s " and 
" tri/s," of the old Coventry Machinists' Company, I came 
to a standstill in the comer where its inventor was dis- 

] 



coursing on the merits of the " Dutton." If his encomiums 
were to be only half accepted this is indeed a step in the 
right direction. A grand thing to be able to pump oneself 
along at three times the ordinary pace without getting 
pumped ! But intending purchasers would do well to 
"taste and try before they buy," or they might be dis- 
appointed. A striking variation in the safety line, with the 
handles brought with a scoop under the thighs, provoked a 
memory of times when the handle-bar had been the cause 
of my using my occiput as a flint-crusher, but safety is not 
always to be procured by carrying one s legs in front of the 
handles, and the exhibitor raised unpleasant doubts in my 
mind by saying that it was mounted almost in the usual 
way. No great novelty was apparent in this year's " Hum- 
bers." There was the same high-bred symmetry, the same 
sleek coat overlying their well-knit frame, which bespeak 
the "gentleman" in any company. Quantum mutatus 
ah illo ! I sighed on catching sight of a fashionable product 
of the Cyclopean forges in Euston Road, " a shadow of its 
former self." Fancy a respectable old " Stassen " going in 
for sestheticism ! It was a pleasant sight to well-wishers of 
the Bethnal Green firm to see the goodly array of two- 
wheelers surpassed in workmanship by few, if any, in the 
show, and a new tricycle by the same firm seemed to em- 
body several exceptional advantages. Taking it all round, 
there was a good deal of rubbish and a great deal of same- 
ness, the latter being caused in no small degree by the 
large firms exhibiting many specimens of the same article. 
A little paint will cover a multitude of imperfections, and 
some of us may remember the result of trusting to the 
specious tale of some enterprising maker who was bringing 
out his first machine with a euphemistic title and a meta- 
phorical flourish of trumpets. Two ways are open to such 
an one — either he must imitate some well-known pattern 
as best he can, for patents are taken out only to be in- 
fringed — or else he must strike out a fresh line for himself, 
and produce something original on the " it-matters-not- 
what " principle. 

For one like myself, who is satisfied with two wheels, and 
does not crave for the superior ease (?) of three, the number 
of tricycles exhibited was rather surprising, and those gen- 
tlemen who are afraid that the bicycle will, in these 
degenerate days, be literally pushed ofl" the highways by its 
more luxurious compeer will find ftirther food for alarm. 
I must confess to a sudden spasm of heresy from the true 
cause on beholding the Prince of Wales' Feathers em- 
blazoned on a gorgeous " Cheylesmore," but it was only for 
a moment, and I can assure anyone who has yearnings of 
this sort that he has only to go in for a course of tricycling, 
and if he does not return to the real article with additional 
zest, then I'm a Dutchman, or he's— well, I won't say what. 

Do do. 

A. W. Chippindale leaves England on the 16th instant, 
in the P. & 0. ss. " Carthage," for Australia. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Dftte. N.E. 


N.W. 


w. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


1 ' 


Lea Bridge Ed. 8.80, 
Syborn*! Corner 
8.45, for Ghiowell 
("King's Head"). 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45 for 
4.0, Tally Ho ! 
Comer 4.25, for 
Pottbb'b Bab. 


Mill Hill Boad 8.45, 
for SnNRiTRT mA 
Hanworth ("The 
Magpie"). 


SlingBton Station 

4 1 !i fnr STTITRDItT 
v.Av, AVI it^unjvwns 

("Magpie").! 


4.0 Central Croy- 

Obpinoton 
("White Harf). 


Lewisham Church 

A n tenf OniTW/i'ivw 
v.v, xur v/nJriMUXvUi 

("White Hart"). 


April 1. 


Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom'B Comer 

8.45, for Walthau 
1 Abbbt ( " New 

Inn*'). 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45 for 
4.0, Hendon Sta- 
tion 4.25, for 
Eastcott. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.30 p.m., 
for BiFLET (I* The 
Anchor"). 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for BiPUT 
("The Anchor"). 


4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
GodstoneC* Clay- 
ton Arms "). 


Lewisham Church, 
8.80, for GoDSTONB 
("ChiytonAmis"). 



THE "LONDON MEDICAL RECORD'' ON 
BICYCLING AND TRICYCLING. 

The use of tricycles is, we are glad to see, rapidly becoming 
more general amongst all classes. The rapid extension of 
the masses of bricks and mortar whicli constitute oar 
enormous cities, makes it difficult to reach green fields or 
breathe fresh air by the use of the means of locomotion 
given to us by nature, but the happy possessor of a tricycle 
or bicycle, independent of distance, spins off on his iron 
horse, soon to reach green fields and pastures new. Indeed, 
we look upon the strings of tricycle and bicycle riders now 
to be met with on fine evenings and half-holidays, making 
their way to the suburbs of London, as a very healthy sign 
of the time. These iron horses give their riders the 
opportunity of spending time healthfully, and gaining 
physical and mental strength, when they would probably, 
but for the facilities afforded by this method of locomotion, 
be spending their time in some crowded theatre or music hall 
reeking with the fumes of tobacco. 

In the country, also, tricycles and bicycles are frequently 
used for sending messages to the nearest town, railway- 
station, or neighbouring houses ; as, even where horses are 
kept, it is found to be quicker to send a lad on a bicycle 
than to saddle a horse. In some districts they are coming 
into use for medical men and their assistants to go their 
rounds. They are beginning to be patronised by the country 
clergy ; and for some time postmen in many rural districts 
have been provided with these niachines, for hastening the 
delivery of their letters. The makers of bicycles and 
tricycles, finding that their wares are daily becoming more 
in demand, are naturally constantly adding improvements 
to ensure the desiderata which their productions should 
possess ; such requisites being, in brief, rapid travelling, 
speed on dry roads, and lightness and facility of propulsion 
on soft ones, with power of climbing, and of turning in a 
small circle. Tricycles are now coming much into use, as 
they do not demand the same power of poising oneself 
accurately and of agility in mounting and dismounting as 
the bicycle requires. Most persons of ordinary activity can 
manage a tricycle, and attain the very satisfactory pace of 



ten miles an hour. A greater speed may be attained by a 
bicycle rider, but, as we have already pointed out, the 
difficulties of management, and the risk of an occasional fall, 
are more considerable, the third wheel of the tricycle giving 
greater steadiness to the machine, though at some sacrifice 
of speed. However, whether bicycle or tricycle be chosen, 
it is certain that the use of either will add materially to the 
health and enjoyment of the rider ; and we shall be glad to 
know that, by the extension of bicycle and tricycle clubs, 
and other facilities for the purchase or hire of these machines, 
that ever}'one who cannot afford to keep or hire a horse, 
yet gets his iron-horse exercise as a regular relaxation after 
business-hours or at holiday seasons. The Royal family, 
we learn with pleasure, have extended their patronage to this 
form of exercise ; tricycles have been supplied to the order of 
Her Majesty and the Princess Beatrice, and the Prince of 
Wales has, at the recent Sportsman's Exhibition, chosen a 
tricycle similar to those used by the Stanley Club. 

[With reference to the last sentence, we noticed at the 
Stanley Exhibition that H.R.H. the Prince of Wales was 
credited with a " Cheylesmore " Tri. ; and if we are to 
believe the papers, Her Majesty the Queen and the Princess 
Beatrice have each of them invested in a "Salvo," by 
Starley Brothers of Coventry. — Ed.] 



SMOKING CONCERT. 

The Third Smoking Concert, which was held on the 20tli 
ultimo at the London Tavern, was, we think, from a musical 
point of view, much better than the previous ones, though 
perhaps it was not so numerously attended. Under the 
able management s the Sub-Committee — Frank Jolly, 
Gruggen, and W. J. Williams — with whom were associated 
the Captain and Secretary, a capital programme was drawn 
up, in spite of the fact that from a variety of causes the 
L.B.C.D.S. were not able to give the usual farce. W. A. 
Smith was unfortunately prevented from being present 
through serious illness in his family. 

The performance commenced with a pianoforte duet, 
which was ably rendered by J. C. Keynes and W. J. Wil- 
liams; after which, "The 'London' Glee Union" made their 
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dibuty and we hope it may often be our lot to listen to them 
again. R. Newman's song, " The Little Hero/' was well 
received and encored, and the duet Excelsior/' suug by 
Lyne and Large, produced an emphatic expression of 
approval from the audience. The tno for two flutes and 
piano, " Non giova," played by Frank Jolly, W. R Naylor, 
and W. Johns, was fully appreciated, as was also Thy 
Sentinel am 1/' sung by Gerard Smith, and The Silver 
Cup," by A. J. White. Rucker's humorous song was 
greeted with cheers, and his rendering of a "Country 
Social " later on in the evening brought the house down. 

We mnst not omit to mention the pianoforte solo played 
by W. Johns in his usual masterly manner, the enthusiasm 
evoked by which, caused the rendering of the favourite airs 
from " Patience," much to the appreciation of the audience. 
The thanks of the Club are due to Johns for his good- 
natured devotion to the cause of accompanying. 

After the programme had been carried out, Leslie, of the 
London Scottish B.C. gave the Scotch song with the im- 
promptu bagpipe accompaniment, and another member of 
that Club sang " We are a Merry Family." Loud calls of 
" Alison,'* induced the Northern Guide to give a few verses 
from the " Pirates," and after the well-known duet " Love 
and War" had been excellently sung by Bucker and 
Newman, "Auld Lau^ Syne" by the audience brought 
a very pleasant evening to a close. We append the 
programme : — 

FiAKOFOBTi Dust, (a) AndAntino from Entracte ) *' Rosamond " 

(6) BaUet Music ( F. Schubert. 

Messrs. J. G. Ejetneb and W. J. Williams. 

Glsb " Oh ! who wiU o'er the downs so free " Petmall, 

Idessrs. Labos, Ltke, G. Smith, and B. Newman. 

SOKO "The Little Hero" Stq>h€n Adam, 

Mr. B. Newman. 

Song. " Sweet olden days " Vivian Bligh, 

Mr. W. A. Smith. 

Duet "Excelsior" 

Messrs. Ltne and LAitai. 

SoNO " Nobody's ni^ to hear " Macfarrtn, 

Mr. J. 0. KETNE& 

Trio — ^Two Flutes and Piano, "Non giora'* Donizetti 

Messrs. F. Jolly, W. E. Naylob, and W. Johns. 

SoNO " Thy Sentinel am I *» M. Watwn, 

Mr. Gebabd Smith. 

Glee...; " When Evening's Twilight " ffatton. 

Bono.. . . " The Silver Cup " St^n Adanu. 

Mr. A. J. White. 

HUMOBOTJB SOKO 

Mr. M. D. KucKEB, Jun. 

PiANOFOBTB SoLO Fantasia—" Stradeli^' Favager, 

Mr. W. Johns. 

SONO "Goodbye. Sweetheart" IfaUan, 

Mr. C. Y. Lyne. 

SoNO " Fair is my love * ffatton, 

Mr. B. Newman. 

Flute Solo 

Mr. W. E. Naylor. 

SoNO " Bochester Bells " Marzials. 

Mr. F. N. Laboe. 

Musical Sketch "The Country Social" 

Mr. M. D. BucKEB, J«^ 
Glee "Phyllis dyes her tress«a black" Prendergoit. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Mar. 25.— L.A.C. One Mile Open. 

April 10.— Woodbridge Sports, One and Two Miles, Open. 

29. — ^L.A.C. Two Miles, Members. 
May 13. — Lacrosse Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

20.— L.A.C. One Mile Open. 

27.— St. Paul's Schools, Stamford Bridge. 

29.— L.B.C. 100 Miles Trial ^ • 



RACING FIXTTIKES— Continued. 
June 1. — ^L.A.C. Two Miles, Members. 
10. — Stanley B.C., Alexandra Palace. 
24.— L.B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.A.C. Three Miles, Members. 
July 1. — Blackheath Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
8. — Railway Clearing House, do. 
8. — Amateur Championships, One and Twenty-five 

Miles, Birmingham. 
18.— L.A.C. Four Miles Open, Stamford Bridge. 
22. — South London Harriers, do. 
22. — ^^ateur Championship, Five Miles, Crystal 

Palace. 
27. — Eastbourne Races. 

29. — ^Amateur Championship, Fifty Miles, Crystal 
Palace. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

56-in. hollow fork "Norwood" by William Keen, all 
bright, ball bearings, 24-m. handle-bar, in very good con- 
dition. Price, including Salsbury lamp and wallet, £9. — 
W. Wyndham, Reigate. 

For Sale, a 55-inch half-bright "William Keen," in firslr- 
rate condition ; ball bearings to both wheels ; lowest price 
£10. Apply to H. G. Middleton, Myrtle Cottac^e, Lee 
Road, Blackheath. 

For Sale, 57-inch "Humber" Roadster ; nickelled ; ball 
bearings to both wheels ; not two years old ; rubbers without 
a single cut ; owner leaving England ; must be sold. Price 
£13. On view at Letchford's Buildings, Bethnal Green 
Junction. What offers ? 

" Cary's Itinerary." — I have a clean copy of this scarce 
and useful book. Sixth edition, with Maps. Will sell for 
4b. 6d. ; a rare bargain. — ^Apply to W. T. Hill, 47, Belsize 
Avenue, N.W. 

ECHOES. 

It is evident from the following advertisement, which 
appeared in The Daily Telegraph on the 10th ult., that 
8t. Andrew's Hall is not unlmown to the musical world : — 

■pOYAL AMATEUR ORCHESTRAL SOCIETrT. 
Xti Patrons. 

Her Maje^ the QUEEN. 
His Rojal Highness the Prince of WALES, K.G. 
President— His Boyal Highness the Duke of KDINBUBGH, KG. 
Conductor, Mr. George Mount. 
Season 1881-82. 

Subscribers and other gentlemen are informed that the SBCONB 
SMOKING CONCERT, the date of which has been fixed by H.B.H. 
the Prince of Wales, will take place at ST. ANDREW'S HALL, 
Newman-street, Oxford-street, W., on WEDNESDAY NEXT, the 
15th February, at nine p.m. 

Thirteen new members have been elected this year. If 
the Club continues to iucrea»e in the same proportion 
during the rest of 1882, there will not be much probability 
of its laving to face a deficit at the next General Meeting. 

On the 2nd ult., the Council of the Bicycle Union 
unanimously decided to appoint G. P. Coleman, of " ours," 
Handicapper for the year 1882, and on a later date the 
Executive appointed him Timekeeper, for the fifth succes- 
sive year. I imagine few men know more about racing 
matters than our old friend Penn Cottier. 

• ••••• 

The thanks of the Club are due to him for the succinct 
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reports of race meetings he supplied to this paper last year. 
As his offidal capacity will prevent his doing so in the 
coming season, I hope some other member will volunteer 
for the post of " Racing Reporter." 

• ••••• 

The Amateur Championship Races will take place in 
July. The metropolitan ones will be held at the Crystal 
Palace, and the country ones at Aston Lower Ground, 
Birmingham. 

The Amateur Athletic Association and Bicycle Union 
are working amicably together to arrange a scheme for the 
joint regulation of sport by those two bodies. 

• ••••• 

A journal to be called The Athletic Remew — a review of 
amateur sport — will appear under the auspices of a number 
of leading University and metropolitan athletes. It will 
devote a portion of its space to bicycling. 

• • • • • • 

An important local centre of the B.U. has been formed 
at Bristol. It represents about three hundred bicyclists 
and tricyclists. 

• •••«• 

The Stanley B.C. Dramatic Society intend to give their 
second performance on" the 4th inst. The pieces which will 
be performed are " The State Prisoner*' by W. Gowling, 
" On Guard** by W. S. Gilbert, and a burlesque extrava- 
ganza called " The Forty Thiev40^'* played piano. 

*••««• 

Members will recollect that our Dramatic Society offered 
to play for the benefit of the Club funds. The late Com- 
mittee were unable to accept the offer, but they fully 
appreciated the self-abnegating spirit in which it was made. 

• »•««« 

The L.B.C.D.S. has not been altogether inactive this 
season. It has contributed greatly to the success of two 
of our Smoking Concerts. 

«••«•• 

On dit that the Executive Committee of the Tricycle 
Association have resolved that an amalgamation of the 
B.U. and T.A., upon the basis adopted at the last meeting 
of the Council of the B.U., is desirable. 

• • « ^ • • 

After the amalgamation is effected the B.U. will be 
known as The Bicycle Union, with which is incorporated 
the TCcycle Association." 

«•••«« 

The gallant officer whom we, in the L.B.C., call by 
courtesy The Major has attained the rank of Captain in 
his regiment. 

• * * ^ ♦ • 

We extract from the Solicitor^ Journal the following : — 
" Intermediate Examination, 19th January, 1882, Archibald 
Sykes Morris ; Final Examination, 17th and 18th January, 
1882, Edward Laurance Boyer." 

• ««•«• 

An Australian paper, entitled The Bicycle, was to have 
appeared on the first Thursday in January. I hope some 
of our " country " members, in liiat part of the globe, will 
send the Editor a copy. 

• • • • • • 

The Club Standard has been discovered at last, " very 
carefully ** put away so that it should not be lost. 

The District Visitor has ridden no less than 750 miles 



since the 31st January. A few dsjs ago he rode from 
Crawley, up Rei|j^e Hill to Kensington, thirty mile$ in 
three and a quarte| hours, without a dismount. Good time 

for February. » 

• • « • ♦ ♦ 

The Kingston B.C. will probably give an " Open " Race 
Meeting this year. I hope the first prize may again be 

taken by a " Londoner." 

• ••••• 

The proprietors of the Alexandra Palace have determined 
to alter their Racbg Track. It will be brought in front of 

the Pavilion, and be three laps to the mile. 

• • * • * « 

At dinner, in a district of the Midlands, where lonff, 
uninterrupted stretches of beautiful gravel roads abound, 
a bicyclist who had never ridden off these roads was listening 
patiently to some Londoners, who were pointing out his 
advantages, and cordially execrating their own vile 
macadam. At last he innocently asked them, in broad, 
inflected Scotch, Hwhafs McAhdam?** "This waz 
2 mutch," as Artemus Ward says. 

• • m * * • 

A Brighton-and-back young man, 
Tear-round-the-track young man, 

A demon-untiring, 

Dusty-perspiring, 
Bicycle-mad young man. ^ ^ 

Again I seem to hear the faint sound of wedding-bells 
borne on a south-easterly wind. Guess who's the latest 
victim ! 

• *•*•• 

Our old friend Mr. Weaver, late of "The George," Downe, 
has removed to " The Maxwell Arms," Orpington Station. 
**•••* 

Did anyone try Kopf s " Extract of Meat Biscuits," each 
of which contains half an ounce of extract, at the Agricul- 
tural Hall last week? They beat Soup-squares hollow, and 
as everyone knows how successful Soup-squares were (or 
was) a few years ago, intending Bath Medallists had better 

invest in a large stock, before they are all sold. 

• • • • • • 

To find out the personality of L*homme qui Rit wpold be 
about as hard a task as to identify the historical personage 
who wore an iron mask, or to discover Theo. Godlee's office. 
The identity of Rafnbler will be kept equally as secret. 

V Rambler. 



Sir, — ^Will you kin Jly make known, through the Gazette, 
that it would give me great pleasure to see and give infor- 
mation to members touring over here this spring or summer. 
Yours truly, G. L. Edward Andreae, L.B.C. 

Heidelberg, 24th February, 1882. 
24, Ziegelhau^ Str. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
E. H. W. and E. P.— Received Tour ; thanks. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions mnst be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and^rnst bear the name of the author, tiiough not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday evening. 

Printed for the Propriety, % Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing OflSce, 35, jeastcheap, London, E.C.— March 1, 1882. 
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So accnstomed have we become to chronicle the almost 
inyariable success of our Clab entertainments that we 
cannot help feeling much disappointed at the financial 
fiEulure of the Promenade Concert We are glad, indeed, 
that the failure was entirely limited to the money side of 
the question, and that we can also record^* contra a very 
pleasant evening, enlivened with excellent music. The 
Club can feel justly proud that it contains so much musical 
talent in its midst — ^talent which deserves to be supported 
and encouraged by a much larger audience than that 
present on the 15th ultimo. Where the majority of 
members were, and why they did not support their Club, 
will no doubt continue to be an inexplicable puzzle to 
the promoters. The absentees certainly could not have 
forgotten the date, for no less than 400 circulars were sent 
out at different intervals during the fortnight preceding 
the performance. The Sub-Committee, we believe, did all 
that was in their power to gather members and their 
friends together, and from what we have heard of their 
line of action we do not know what more could have been 
done to bring about the desired result. There is no doubt 
that an extraordinary amount of apathy was displayed by 
members. We much regret that it was so. 



The general meeting of the Amateur Athletic Association 
in February and the Council meeting of the Bicycle Union 
in March seem likely to mark a new and favourable 
departure in English Amateur law. The establishment of 
the B.U. was marked by an onslaught on the "artizan, 



mechanic, and labourer " clause as promulgated specially 
by the Henley authorities. The subsequent liction of the 
Union in promoting amateur-professional races for prizes 
created further difficulties, and the A.A.A. marked their 
first meetmg at Oxford in 1880 by a resolution dealing 
with bicycling, which bore very great resemblance to the 
"countercheck quarrelsome." It may be admitted that 
the A.A.A. were within their strict rights in the step they 
took, but it cannot be denied (and indeed their own 
members do not deny it) that the way in which they 
exercised their rights was, to say the least, extremely 
unfortunate. 

Since then relations of sullen neutrality have existed 
between the two powerful bodies. While much individual 
help has been given by members of the A.A.A., an ofifer of 
joint action made by the B.U. with regard to the French 
Amateur question met with a somewhat unsjonpathetic 
refusal. As a consequence some proposals which appeared 
in the agenda paper for the February meeting of the 
A.A.A. were viewed with considerable suspicion in 
bicycling circles, and the Cyclist sounded a very vigorous 
note of alarm. Fortunately, however, the proposals in 
question were the result of communications between Mr. 
Hillier and the Secretary of the A.A.A., Mr. Montagu 
Shearman, of Oxford renown, who has always been very 
ready to assist the B.U. in every way in his power. And 
the result of the proposals as modified by the meeting is as 
follows : — 

So long as the Union and A.A.A. approve of each other's 
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definition of an amateur (and the two definitions are now 
nearly identical), the two bodies will accept each other's 
suspensions and disqualifications, that is to say, not only 
will a professional, according to B.U. rules, be excluded 
from all sports held under the rules of the A.A.A., but also 
all bicyclists temporarily suspended for misconduct by the 
B.U. will be similarly excluded by the A.A.A. so long a& 
their suspension continues, and vice versa. 

It 13 hardly necessary to point out the great advantage 
to amateur sport that such joint action will bring. The 
penalties which any governing body can inflict will be 
so much heavier, that if this power is used wisely our 
sporb, and amateur sport generally, is likely to be 
much purified. For the example of joint action set 
by the B.U. and A. A. A will probably be followed by 
the National Swimming Association and the Skating 
Association — ^while the movement which is now taking 
place with regard to a Rowing Association, and the possi- 
bility of such a movement in connection with Football, 
render it probable that the sphere of suspension will be 
much enlarged. A man will be chary of running any risks 
in bicycling if detection renders him liable to suspension, 
not only in bicycling, but also in athletics, swimming, 
skating, football, and rowing. With the greater punish- 
ment is likely to come a more widespread feeling of objec- 
tion to the practices punished, and a healthier atmosphere 
throughout the sport generally. 

Finally, the action initiated by the B.U. and A.A.A. 
seems to point to an athletic federation of amateur sport 
for all England as being something more than possible, and 
this, we need hardly say, is a consummation devoutly to be 
wished. 



TREASURER'S NOTICE. 

I beg to remind members of the resolution passed at the 
last General Meeting, that every member elected before the 
General Meeting contribute five shillings towards clearing 
ofif last year's deficit. This amount I shall be glad to 
receive, together with subscriptions as soon as possible. 

151, Amhurst Road, Hackney. R. B. Houqh. 



COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 27th 
March, the following gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club :— 

Name and Addn«. PropoNr. Seoonder. 

Harry Hone Hewitt, 89, Cam- 
bridge Gardens, W. R, B. Hongii. N. B. Morrii. 

Gay dn Maorier, New Grove 
Honse, Hampetead L, L, Roberts. E. S. Price. 

Andrew Lusk Potter, Oarisbrooke, 
Beddington J, W. Potter. F. M. Willi»ms. 

Guy Whiteside, 22, Church Row, 
Hampstead Jj. L. Roberts. C. W. Howard. 

Walter Whiteside, 22, Church Row, 
Hampetead L. L. Roberts. C. W. Howard. 



The resignations of Messrs. E. Clarke, W. W. Northcote, 
H. C. Visick, W. J. F. Potts, and J. B. Rogers were ac- 
cepted» 

A letter was read from the Pickwick Bicycle Club, invit- 
ing the L.B.C. to send a representative to a Committee 
meeting, held for the purpose of arranging a Race Meeting 
at the Alexandra Palace, and it was decided that a repre- 
sentative should be sent, provided that the Committee 
should have full control over the Races, and that the B.U. 
rules be strictly adhered to. Mr. G. P. Coleman was re- 
quested to act as the representative. 

A letter was also read from Messrs. Darling and Son, 
enclosing receipted account for £5 5s., being expenses in- 
curred in connection with the Concert recently held at St. 
Andrew's Hall, and hoping the Club would accept their 
services on the occasion. A hearty vote of thanks was 
passed to Messrs. Darling, for the kind consideration shown 
to the Club. 

BICTCLE UNION. 

At the Council Meeting held at the Manchester Hotel on 
the 23rd ultimo, the following Resolutions were carried 
unanimously : — 

I. — That the Bicycle Union reoogniae that the right of legislation for 
any sport belongs solely to the governing body of that sport, and that 
no other body has any right to interfere with the government of that 
sport That whilst the Bicycle Union reserve to themselves exclusively 
the right to adjudicate on aU matters pertaining to Bicyding and 
Tricycling, they wiU be prepared to accept in their own sport the 
decisions as to Amateur StataSy and the snipensions pronounced in any 
other sport by the governing body of that sport, so long as they approve 
of the Amateur ]>efinition and Rules for Race Meetings laid down by 
such governing body. That whilst the approval of such Definitions will 
in the usual way be given as a matter of course, the B.U. must reserve 
to themselves the right (which they also admit to belong to any other 
governing body) of refusal to accept (as far as their own sport ia con- 
cerned) any provisions they deem fatal to the true interests of Amateur 
sport generally ; but that, in view of the iU feeling such disapproval must 
cause, the Bicycle Union trust that such disapproval wiU not be ezerdsed 
unless in the most serious and urgent cases.'* 

II. — " That the Bicycle Union will be prepared to accept the suspen- 
sions and disqualifications pronounced by the Amateur Athletic 
Association in reference to the sports of which they are the governing 
body until further notice." 

III. — " That in acknowledging the receipt of the Resolutions passed 
by the Amateur Athletic Association at their last General Meeting, the 
two preceding Resolutions be forwarded to the Amateur Athletic 
Association, with a request that the A.A.A. will communicate any 
important future modifications in their Rules to the Bicyde Union, and 
a promise that the B.U. wiU adopt a similar coarse." 



PROMENADE CONCERT. 

The third Promenade Concert took place on the 15th ulto. 
at St. Andrew's Hall, Newman Street, and was attended by 
about 200 people; though when we deduct the thirty 
members of the orchestra and their friends, there were 
only about 140 of, and appertaining to, the Club. ,^Fred 
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Morris found oat a capital hall for the concert to be held 
in at a considerably lower price than the Club is accustomed 
to pay ; and Jolly had been as untiring as he was suc- 
cessful in collecting a capital orchestra. 

It would be invidious to criticise a performance which 
was so thoroughly good; suffice it to say that Lyne, 
A. Smith, Gerard Smith, and Bridges sang in their 
usual good style, that the violoncello solo of A. Berwick 
was capital, and that we were fairly astonished at the talent 
of Master Leonard Berwick. 

We append the Programme. 

1. Mabch "Boccaccio*' Sujpp^, 

The Orchestra. 

2. Glex " Hart and Hind aore in their Lair " Bishop, 

Messrs. Laros;' Ltks, W. A. Smtth, and Bridgib. 

3. SOHO "Serenata" Dema, 

Madame Isabrllb db Vanet. 

4. Sovo "Because of Thee'* Berthold Tourt. 

Mr. C. Y. Ltnb. 

Violoncello Solo "Nottumo" Laehner. 

Mr. Alfred Borwick. 

6. Song 



"Gipsy John" F. Clay. 

Mr. Herbert Mathew. 

Ektb'acie " Kosamunde " SehuhtH, 

The Orchestra. 

8. Glee "PhyUts Dyes her Tresses Black ** Prendergaat. 

9. SOHG " The Better Land " Cowen, 

Miss Ellen Hastings. 

10. Song " Speed on my Bark " Ration. 

Mr. H. W. Bridges. 

11. Serenade "De Mandolines" DUorma, 

The Orchestra. 

12. Selection " Pirates of Penzance " Sullivan, 

The Orchestra. 

13. Song *' My Sweetheart when a Boy " Morgan. 

Mr. W. A. Smith. 

14. Song " Auntie " Behrend. 

Madame Isabelle de Vaney. 

, e -n a^.rv i («) — " La Berceuse " in D flat major ) . 

15. PlAlf0P0BTBS0U){Jjj'_^^j^,.^C,^^^.„^^j J IChopm. 

Master Leonard Borwick. 

18. Song " Gott mit dir " Boeckel. 

Miss Ellen Hastings 

17. Gavotte ** Heimliche Liebe " Betck. 

The Orchestra. 

18. Song " Tell her I love her so " De Faye, 

Mr. Gerard Shith. 

19. Song Some Day " WeUings, 

Mr. Herbert Mathew. 

20. Glee " What shall he have that kiUed the deer? Bishop. 

21. Waltz " Casino Tanze Oung*l. 

The Orchestra. 



NOTICE. 

The Captain's address is now "Copsefield," Buck- 
hurst Hill 
April 1st, 1882. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
April 10. — Races at South of England Meet at Brighton. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps at Coventry. 
10. — ^Three Miles Scratch Race at Bournemouth. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps, Woodbridge 

Athletic Sports. 
10.— Colchester C.C. Sports, Two Miles Scratch, 
10. — Oundle Athletic Sports, Two Miles Handicap. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps at Newport. 
10. — Woodbridge Sports One and IVo Mile Open. 
10. — Godalming Sports. 

10. — One and Five Miles Handicap at Bedford. 

10. — Oswestry Athletic Sports. 

10 & 11. — Border City Races at Carlisle. 

22 or 29.— Surrey B.C. Spring Meeting. 

29.— Four Events at Kilmarnock F.C. Sports. 

29.— Burnley C.C. Sports One and a half Miles 

Handicap. 
29. — ^L.A.C. Second Spring Meeting. 
May 6. — Horninglow Athletic Sports. 

13. — Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 
20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 
20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 
20.— L.A.C. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Paul's School at Stamford Bridge. 
27.— L.B.C. One Hundred MQes Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 
June 1. — L.A.C. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap. 

3.— West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10. — Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10.— Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — Widnes Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
20. — London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 
22. — St. Bartholomew's Hospital at StainTord Bridge. 
24. — Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 
24. — Loudon B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
29. — L.A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicycle Handicap, 
July 1. — Blackheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 

8. — Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 

8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 

8. — Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 

8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15. — L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22.— South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22, — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — Eastbourne B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
29. — ^Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


April 1. 


Left Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom's Corner 

8.46,forWAj:/rHAii 
1 Abbbt ( " New 

Inn"). 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45 for 
4.0, Hendon Sta- 
tion 4.25, for 
£A8TC0Tr('< Black 
Horse.") 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.30 p.m., 
for RiFLiT ('*The 
Anchor"). 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for RiPLET 
("The Anchor"). 
MeetW. 


4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
GoDBTOHBC'CIay. 
ton Arms"). 


Lewisham Church, 
8.80, for GoDSTOHX 
("ClaytonAims*). 


April 8.— No OmoiAL Ruw. 


April 15. 


j 


" Jack Straw's 
CaBtle"8.45for4.0, 
West Dbattov. 
Meet W. & S.W. 
(Hendon Station, 
4.25.) 


4.0,forWB8TDBAT- 
TON. Meet N.W. 
and S.W. 


"Clarenoe," Tedd- 
ington, 4.80, for 
Wist Dbattoit. 
Meet N.W. ft W. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
SiDOUP ("Black 
Horse," Halfway 
Street) MeetN.E. 


4.80,<HareftBillet,' 
forSiDCUP. Meet 
N.K 


April 22. 


1 


" Jack Straw's 
Ca8Ue"8.45for4.0, 
Shenlzt ("Black 
lion.") (TaUyHol 
Comer, 4.25.) 


8.45, for Obbabd*s 
Cbobs ( The 
BnlL") 


ClBOULAB RUV. 

Direction will be 
published in the 
"Gazette" of pre- 
ceding week. 


4.0, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Eabt Gbinbtead 
('Railway Hotel*) 


4.0,<'HaMftBmet," 
for Fabmivohak 
(" The Lion.") 



April 29.— Gbnbbal Mut for Hallifobd. 



Unle«i otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage^ Mill HiU Road, Acton. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DlfiTPRICT. 

18th March. — " Spring's delights are all reviving," and 
so apparently are the members of this Division ; for two 
small parties had made independent arrangements for an 
unofficial run on this date. The smaller party starting 
somewhat late, on rounding Sybom's Comer found four 
grey-coats busily engaged in doctoring a refractory hind 
wheel. A grand total of six theli proceeded through various 
bye-ways of Walthamstow, striking Clay Street just by the 
railway, and so by the Woodford Road to the " Castla" Their 
adventures, if any, between these points cannot be handed 
down to posterity, as five of the number cruelly deserted 
this deponent, and took advantage of the rising ground to 
try and take a "rise" out of the new member, apparently 
without much success. However, they condescended to 
pull up at the " Castle," so they may consider themselves 
forgiven. Four of the party voted the weather too splendid 
to be lost by returning so early, so proceeded to the Forest 
Hotel " to tea, some excitement being caused on the way 
by the appearance of our venerable friend the Young 
Married Man on foot, (alas !), accompanied by olive branches 
in a domestic manumotive tricycle ! The enjoyment of our 
meal was somewhat marred by a general lack of assets where- 
with to meet current liabilities; however, twenty shillings in 
the pound was eventually paid, and bankmptcy averted. The 
return was made by a circuitous route through Ghingford 
lanes, avoiding the rough descent fieom the Old Church ; 
stones rather plentiful in the neighbourhood of Hale End, 
but ebewhere the roads were in good condition. Copper 


Mill Lane and a walk over the Marshes afforded an 
agreeable substitute for the torture of the Lea Bridge Road, 
and a safe ran home accomplished. Present: Gibbs, 
Keynes, Large, Long, Lyne, Faxon. (N.B. Puns on any of 
these names strictly prohibited ; intending humorists please 
note.) 

25th March. R&Tely if ever has the Little District seen 
so good a muster for an opening mn as resulted on Satur- 
day, and the number of new members gave promise of a very 
successful season. Seven members left Sybom's Comer a 
little late, and soon fell in with Christie, who had ridden 
over from Ongar to meet us. He advised the upper road, 
which proved very fair, and Snakes Lane was also unusually 
good. At the foot of the kne the Captain was expected, 
but he had, it appeared, waited long and patiently, and had 
at last set off with a misty idea of Chigwell Row in his 
mind. The district seeing him not a hundred yards ahead' 
went on, hoping to catch him, but when Scrutton finds a 
hill he has a way of getting to the top, and he not happen- 
ing to know the District was close up went in for an extem- 
pore run of his own, and only reached the " King's Head " 
some time after the main body, and just as Lyne and Large 
came in late. Christie went on, and the party of ten sat 
down to a pleasant and substantial tea. After this. Hough, 
Sewell, and Lloyd, who were believed to be in good training, 
went ofi for a spin to Ongar, while the rest retumed quietly 
by the same route as on the outward journey. Present : 
Arnott, Christie, G. H. Gibbs, Hough, Large, Lloyd, Long, 
Lyne, Scrutton, E. D. Sewell, and 

Theo. Godleb, District Captain. 
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N.W. DiSTBICT. 

March 18. An unofficial run was held to Essendon, 
and was well attended^ several small detachments meeting 
for tea. Unfortunately, when the D.C. arrived, he found 
that the Finchley Tricycle Club had forestalled him, so tea 
had to be ordered at the " Rose and Crown/' the resources 
of which proved scarcely equal to providing for so many at 
a few minutes' notice. A pleasant run home was had by 
Kentish Lane and the North road. The F.T.C., who 
started homewards first, we passed, and at a bend of the 
road a very pretty effect was obtained from the lamps of 
the combined party, most of the sixteen tri.'s carrying two 
lamps each. Roads very dusty. Present : Barnett, 
Dalton, Elgood, C. T. Hill, W. T. HUl, Jackson, Lang- 
more, Lloyd, Lown, A. S. Morris, Price, four visitors, and 
W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
March 25. The opening run to Potter's Bar proved a 
great success, and the turn out far exceeded the expecta- 
tions of the most sanguine. The weather, which on the 
previous night seemed very doubtful, was fine in the after- 
noon, but treated us to a wet ride home. Twelve men left 
the Heath, and were reinforced by half a dozen more at 
Tally Ho ! the party having a quiet run to the destination, 
which being reached before half-past five, several men went 
off for short distances before tea. Some amusement was 
caused at the immense earthenware teapot, holding about 
a gallon, and standing over a foot high, which the unfor- 
tunate D.C. had to labour with for some time. He is 
constantly being informed of various "perquisites" to 
which his office entitles him. He generally finds, however, 
that they are somewhat troublesome privileges, and the 
fewer the better. When we started for home, after a 
pleasant hour, rain was commencing to fall, and before long 
all were very wet. The roads have been plentifully stoned 
lately, but were otherwise in fair 9ondition. Distance, 
22 milea Present : Alison, Anderson, Barnett, Boyer, 
Clements, Dalton, Elgood, C. T. Hill, W. T. HUl, Hindley, 
C. Howard, Jackson, Lown, A. S. Morris, Paxon, Price, 
Roberts, five visitors, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
I hope there will be as good an attendance next Saturday 
at Eastcott; but I fancy I hear, someone saying, " You 
can't get it" We shall have tea, as usual, at the Black 
Horse." 



W. DiSTEICT. 

The opening run in this District, was a short and pleasant 
one to Sunbury to meet the S. W. Eleven men sat down to 
an excellent tea at " The Magpie," in the room overlooking 
the river, and finding plenty to talk about, were tempted to 
linger, and paid the penalty with a^wet skin on the home- 
ward journey. Present : W. A. Smith, Dr. Langmore, A. 
Henry, Messrs. Becker and Lavery (visitors), and 

DA2iriEL T. Nops, District Captam. 



ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

No one but the D.C.'s deputy showed up at the depdt, so 
he and two visitors rode in company to Sunbury, where 
they met the D.C. (who has hurt his knee) and N. Whiting 
and Pardue, with the "Humber " sociable. The S.W., with 
Henry (W.) soon rode up, fi^llowed by Langmore, and the 
party had tea at the "Magpie" (good). Wet ride home. 
Present : Langmore, Nops, two visitors, and W. A. Smith, 
D.C/s sub. 



S.W. District. 
There have been several unofficial Saturday runs in this 
District. 

25th February. — In moist and squally weather, two 
members took a short circuit through Old Maiden and 
Worcester Park. Present : H. H. SherrifF and self. 

4th March. — Four members rode to Epsom and Ewell ; 
tea at the "Glyn Arms." The return journey was by 
Merton and Wimbledon Common. The splendour of the 
weather caused the run to be much appreciated by those 
present. Present : E J. Sherriff, H. H. Sherrifi; C. Taylor, 
and self. 

11th March. —A very encouraging muster. Six members, 
accompanied for a short distance by a member's brother on 
a tri./' rode through Moulsey, Hersham Green, and over 
the "Seven Hills" to Cobham ; tea at the "Red Lion." 
The return was made through inky darkness and mizzling 
ram. Present : R. M. Gruggen, H. Jennings, E. J. Sherrifi^, 
H. H. Sherriff, A H. Rolls, and self. 

18th March. — I was unable to be present. The deputy's 
report is not very satisfactory. The premature advent of 
summer seems to have been too much for the energies of the 
District. The hopes that sprang from the results of the 
previous Saturday's meet were entirely dissipated. One 
member (the original " Solitary ") conducted an exploring 
expedition on his own account, and " went home to tea." 
Present, H. Jennings. 

Opening run, 25th March. Three S.W. and one W. by 
S.W. member, in the shape of Henry, left Kingston at 4.80. 
Not caring to trench upon the route to be pursued next 
Saturday, we eschewed the Ripley road altogether, and 
proceeded by lanes and bye-roads to our destination. 
Taking the Surbiton lanes to Ditton and Weston Green, 
we climbed the hill at the back of Sandown, and rode by 
Hersham Green to Walton Bridge, and thence, by familiar 
tracks, endeared by the remembrances of many large L.B.C. 
progresses, to Sunbury. We found the W. had already 
arrived at the " Magpie " strong in " tri,'s, " but, like our- 
selves, rather weak in numbers. We were very pleased to 
see our old member N. Whiting, who had come by direct 
road, with a friend on a double " tri.," " Humber's latest." 
Tea was certainly some time appearing, but when it did 
arrive it went far to make amends for the delay, by reason 
of its superiority to our u&ual Saturday feeds. After a 
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somewhat animated discussion on Club affairs in general 
and the recent Concert in particular, a homeward start was 
made about eight o'clock. The return journey was made 
in rain and darkness, the moon being, as is usual on these 
occasions, conspicuous by its absence. And thus ended our 
first run of the season, which, if not very numerously 
attended, was certainly enjoyed by those who partook in it. 
Present ; Rolls, Taylor, Whiting and friends, and 

Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 

Gloucester House, Kingston Hill, March, 1882. 

The run next Saturday is our old and favourite one to 
Ripley. 

South-East District. 
February 25th. C. A. Brown, Arthur Herbert, and H. 

G. A. Brown were the only members who appeared for the 
run to Godstone this day, as the weather was very unpro- 
pitious. 'ITie two latter started early and rode first to 
Ewell and Leatherhead, then to Dorking and Reigate, 
while the former went to Godstone direct, and all three 
were well drenched in returning home. 

March 4th. S. Herbert, J. C. Oswald, J. W. Potter, J. F. 
Potter, and W. F. J. Potts had a circular run ; and C. A. 
Brown and H. G. A. Brown rode to Surbiton and back. 

March 11th. Another " short-circular-run day " on 
account of rain. Present : C. A Brown, J. C. Oswald, F. 

H. Townsend, and H. G. A. Brown. 

March 18th. This was really a magnificent day, and a 
most pleasant run was made through Shirley, West 
Wickham, and Keston to Downe. Just before reaching 
our destination we were glad to find that F. M. Williams, 
who had been riding very hard to overtake us, was one of 
our party. Tea was ordered at the " George," where the 
new landlord, a Mr. Charles Pearson, proved himself a 
model bicyclists' caterer, for not only did he give us good 
food, well served, and at a very moderate price (Is. 6d. per 
head), but he came to our help, in the matter of music, 
most effectively. His accompaniments to the songs were 
played with taste, though it must be confessed he appeared 
somewhat agitated when, in compliance with Schmettau's 
demand, he endeavoured to transpose his idea of " Sweet- 
hearts " from flats to sharps ! This house at Downe has 
not lost anything by the change of proprietorship. 
Middleton left us at Croydon for Brighton. Present: 
C. A. Brown, S. Herbert, J. C. Oswald, J. F. Potter, 
C. F. Schmettau, G. E. Schmettau, F. H. Townsend, 
S. E. Whealler, F. M. Williams, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

March 25th. It has been proved most unmistakably 
that there is no abatement whatever in the interest taken 
in our runs ; any doubt on this head will be at once removed 
by a glance at the list below, from which it will be seen 
that many old and well-known members attended the open- 
ing run to Orpington. The roads and the weather in the 
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afternoon were all that could be desired, and there is no 
doubt the ride out was thoroughly enjoyed. After tea, 
which was far too dear, there was a nice musical entertain- 
ment, in which Bucker and the District Visitor took part. 
Norman Carr and Sharp played and sang from a good 
selection of music, which they brought on their " sociable." 
Johns very kindly came on purpose to assist at the piano, 
and it is needless to say that he played with his accustomed 
brilliancy and patience. Members will be glad to know 
that there is a good chance of his being able to attend the 
runs this year. Our spirits were afterwards somewhat 
damped by the down-pour of rain, and so were our bodies ; 
but the meet ended happily. Present : four Visitors, and 
the following thirty-four members : A. Barker, C. A. Brown, 
A. D. Butler, Norman Carr, Alfred Herbert, Arthur Her- 
bert, Sidney Herbert, W. Johns, F. Kinder, A. H. Koch, 
F. C. Marten, H. G. Middleton, H. G. Morgan, A. Morley, 
J. C. Oswald, C. E. Parker, J. W. Potter, J. F. Potter, L, 
Potter, A. L. Potter, H, R. Reynolds, M. D. Rucker, Junr., 
C. F. Schmettau, H. N. Sharp, S. P. Smith, D. R. Smith, 
F. H. Townsend, C. J. Turner, S. E. Whealler, C. B. 
Wheeler, C. Wigan, F. M. Williams, J. B. Young, and 
H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 
It is hoped that members will attend the run to Godstone 
on 1st April in force, as the roads are capital and " Clayton 
Arms one of the best and cheapest hotels in the county. 
Everyone knows what a splendid run home there is from 
the top of Godstone Hill. 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

S.E. Blackheath Division Notice. 
Members are informed that the runs will start absolutely 
punctually. No grace will be allowed. 

ECHOES. 

A certain 'cyclist of prepossessing appearance, mounted 
upon the latest arrangement in sparkling nickel, formed a 
prominent feature at a recent meet of the North Warwick- 
shire hounds. This would-be impressionist had no sooner 
arrived upon that festive scene, and mingled with the 
brilliant throng, than some slight and almost imperceptible 
obstacle precipitated him, unexpectedly, in medias res ! 
The unfortunate amateur, apparently " quite unattached," 
and accompanying debris, were quickly removed to the 
footpath amid very general merriment. No badge or trade 
mark were visible. 

A member who was walking along Fenchurch Street on 
the day after the issue of the last Gazette, and who found 
the ** London Tavern *' in its old position, wants to know 
what'our reporter means by saying, in his account of the 
last Smoking Concert, that Uucker's rendering of a "Country 
Social " brought the house down. 

The Athletic Review can now be obtained at Messrs. 
W. H. Smith & Son's bookstalls. Anyone wishing to support 
this effort to establish a high-class Amateur Sporting 
Paper, is invited to order his copy direct from the Publisher, 
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Mr. O. A. Fry, 16, York Street, Covent Garden. Terms : 
Three moutlis, 2s. 9d. ; six months, 5s. 6d. ; twelvemonths, 
IDs. 6d. 

• «•••• 

A noticeable feature of the Promenade Concert was the 
presence of that rara avis, an honorary member. 

In one of last year's issues, " L'homme qui rit " informed 
his readers that the Barretts and Potters had run a dead 
heat by each contributing five brothers to a Club meet. As 
there are now four Potters members of the L.B.C., the 
Barretts must look to their laurels. 

As my identity is unknown, and I feel tolerably safe from 
attacks of all kinds— dynamite and otherwise — I don't mind 
telling my readers that there is no connection between our 
Captain's change of address and the first of April 
« • . • • • • 

Messrs. Darling and Son's generous donation of Five 
Guineas to the Concert Fund will, I believe, just save the 
Sub-Committee from the unfortunate predicament of 
declaring a loss. 

• «••«• 

When the financial result of the Concert was known, 
and before the above donation had been received, the 
members who were on the guarantee list did not think that 
guaranteeing was such fun as they had done when they 
listened to the wiles of the tempter, and allowed their 
names to be put down. They feel happier now. 

• *••*« 

The West District Captain and W. A Smith wish it to 
be understood that all members, irrespective of district, 
may keep their machines in the District Stable at Acton. 

• «••«• 

An additional attraction to the stable is that McCullum 
Hill will most likely be able to insure one* or two machines 
against risk of fire. 

• ««««« 

Keys of the stable, price Is. 6d., can be obtained of Nops 
and Smith. 

• •«•«• 

Most of us remember the pleasant evening spent at 
Surbiton on the day the " Colony" held their race meeting. 
I hear that the S.W., who have always been distinguished 
for their racing qualities, are likely to hold some races on 
the Surbiton track this year. 

• * • * • • 

In the Lacrosse Match between the teams representative 
of the players in the North v. South of England, the L.B.C. 
will be well represented by Ernest Barrett and J. Child, 
while three or four "members' brothers" well known at 
Club Teas will also play for the Southern Clubs. 

« • • • • • 

Lawford Andrews, L.B.C. and O.U.Bi.C, was second in 
the High Jump with 5ft. 5in. at the Oxford Sports, and 
represented his University at Lillie Bridge on 31st ultimo. 

• * • • • • • 

Talk of Jumbo's capacity I Tou should have seen the 
ex-Editor doing a tea at the Caterham Coffee House a few 
Saturdays ago. 

• ••••* 

The Deputy D.C. of the Blackheath Division asks me to 
state that he is not the S. P. Smith whose name has recently 
figured in the papers as stroke of the Cambridge boat. He 
tmaks, but I cannot agree with him, that this announce- 



ment cannot fail to be most reassuring to the well-wishers 
of the University in question. 

• ••••• 

The Club turned out well last Saturday, no less than 
78 men being present at the opening meets. 

• • • • * • 

In 1878 the S.E. District sent 34 men to represent it at 
Hampton Court. Up till last Saturday this record had 
never been touched, but on that day H. G. A. Brown 
succeeded in bringiiu; out the same number of members, 
four visitors, and the S.E. Colley, so he is to be con- 
gratulated on attaining a ** best on record." 

• ••«•• 

Six members have had the honour of being S.E. District 
Captains. Out of this number five were present at 
Orpington. I noticed, also, two ex-Captains of the L.B.C. 
«*•««• 

G. L. E. Andreae reports that the roads between Heidel- 
berg and Bale are in splendid condition. This is good news 
for those members who intend following the tracks of the 
Rhine Eight this summer. 

• •••«« 

It is said that, next to the steam roller, the teapot at 
Potter's Bar is the best novelty on tiie North road this 
season (except from a D.C.'s point of view). 

The attendance on Saturday for the N.W. run was the 
best turn out the District has indulged in since the 
Hampton Court Meet of 1878, when twenty-seven were 
present. 

Rambler, 



EXCHANGE LIST. 



Strong 48-in. Challenge " Roadster ; suit anyone 
learning to ride, or for rough work ; will stand any amount 
of knocking about. Price £3 lOs. Apply personally or 
by letter to H. H. Sherriflf, Holly House, Mortlake. 

**Paterson's Roads." — One or two perfect and hand- 
somely bound copies of the last edition (I8th, with 
appendix, etc.), 20s. ; others, 12s. and 15s. For particulars 
apply to J. W. Alison. 

For Sale, 55-inch " Timberlake," in good condition. On 
view at Hutchings & Hicklings, 1, Moor Lane, E.C. — 
Stephen P. Smith, Blackheath, S.E. 



To the Editor of the London Bicyde Club Gazette. 
Sir, — I am often asked by friends outside the Club the 
question. What is the L.B.C. doing? and I invariably 
answer, " Nothing." If any argument were wanted to prove 
the truth of my assertion, it would be difficult to point to 
one more conclusive than the miserable manner in which 
the members backed up the efforts of the Sub-Committee, 
who, at much self-sacrifice and infinite trouble, took upon 
themselves at the request of the Committee of the Club, 
the thankless task of organising the late Promenade Concert. 
I say that such a result as was attained was simply a dis 
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grace to an association professing to be the leading GInb in 
the bicycling world, and it most emphatically shows that 
there is but little energy or real e^rit de corps among our 
members. Can it be possible that in its ninth year of 
existence the L.B.G. is in the position suggested as that of 
the "Caucasian" in Bret Harte's ''Plain Language by 
TruthfulJames," viz., played autV* It certainly looks 
very much like it Suffice it to say, that an excellent 
programme is arranged. Ladies are prevailed upon to offer 
their services, a capital orchestra is collected with infinite 
labour ; glees are arranged, rehearsals, taking much valuable 
time and trouble, are held, and the great body of members 
appreciate these efforts by their good intentions and their 
absence ! 

It must not be thought that I feel personally aggrieved, 
as it is but a trifle to attend and sing a song and two or 
three glees ; it is for Messrs. Jolly, Williams, and Co., on 
whose willing hands the whole work has fallen, that I 
plead. Let our fellow Club-men look at the example set 
them by the members of the Stanley and other Clubs, and 
if they do not feel ashamed of their apathy they ought to. 
At the Dramatic Entertainment of the Stanley Club, St. 
George's Hall was literally crammed, and other minor Clubs 
can point to similar successes. It would, therefore, appear 
that it is reserved for the L.B.G., in spite of its size, to 
show that it is, so far as vitality is concerned, nearly effete. 
Look at our undertakings — our dinner is attended by about 
one fifth of the Club ; our Smoking Concerts are half- 
hearted affairs, and our Concert is an utter failure ; and 
yet we hug to ourselves the idea that we are a great 
Club. Yes, great in numbers, but what else ? I have now 
been a member for nine years, and feel keenly the want 
of energy that now characterises our doing. What is the 
cause ? What the remedy ? — ^Yours truly, 

McCuLLUM Hill. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm, — Members of the Club have good reason to be 
grateful to the Committee for the trouble it took to 
improve the material of the^CIub uniform. In old times, 
when the quality of the cloth depended upon the conscience 
or the convenience of the tailor, one suit might last two 
seasons, and the next be in holes within a month, whereas 
the present stuff is, I am bound to say, wonderfuUy good 
value for the money. 

But could not the Committee raise itself still higher in 
general estimation by giving some attention to our head- 
gear ? At present, a man, if he is wise, buys a cap a full 
size too large for him — one that will shake on to his nose 
every time he goes over a stone crossing— yet, after two or 
three such wettings as we got last Saturday, he feels 
inclined to accost the first Life-Ouardsman he meets in 
order to learn how to make the now shrunken and diminu- 
tive article stick on the top of his head. I don't think any 



very radical change is required— our present hats and caps 
are neat and comfortable. All that is required is some 
more suitable material The old Petersham caps did not 
shrink, but they were hot and heavy. How would some 
sort of silk or fine alpaca, properly blocked and lined, 
answer the purpose?— I am, sir, yours, etc., 

Dbt Thatch. 



To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
SiE,— What cause of offence can I have given to the 
members of the London Bicycle Club that every year I 
should be vilified and slandered in the pages of the Club 
Gazbttb ? It is true that every spring my friend the sur- 
veyor subjects me to a somewhat rou^h course of treatment, 
which is probably intended to dnve out my own ill 
humours, out which certainly seems most effectually to 
bring out the ill humour of the drivers of bicycles and 
bricKcarts who happen to pass my way. But the incon- 
veniences of this treatment speedily pass away, and the 
result of it is greatly to improve the smoothness of my skin 
and to strengthen my constitution. It is unfortunately a 
fact that with increasing age and hard work my over-smooth 
skin is becoming furrowed and pitted, and my general 
appearance is not as attractive as it used to be. But if I 
am no longer exactly |7r^%, I am at least passable, and in 
spite of the ha^ things that are said of me I will always do 
my best for members of the L.B.C., who may believe me to 
be still their obedient servant, Horn Lafb. 



To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

giR^ — ^Your report of the Committee Meeting of 13th 
ultimo mentions that a Sub-Committee was appointed to 
report as to the cost, etc., of publishing the " Blue Book," 
and at the next meeting it was decided "that the 'Blue 
Book ' be issued as in former years." As it was shown at 
the General Meeting of the Club that the " Blue Book " 
was one of the principal items of Club expenditure (its cost 
was variously estimated at from 2s. to 2s. 6d. per copy), it 
would be interesting to know whether the Committee nave 
devised some less expensive mode of issuing it.— Yours 
obediently, Arthur H. Kolls. 

2nd March, 1882. 

[Our correspondent is not quite correct The actual cost 
of each Blue Book is Is. 7^d.— Ed.] 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

X.Y.Z. — Please send up your notices written in ink, not 
in pencil ; and when you are writing on two subjects, let 
eacn subject have a sheet of paper to itself. 

6.L.E. Andreab.— The GAZETTEhas been posted to Geneva 
as requested. Please remit 7d. to the publishers. 

DoDO. — Received with thanks. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions mnst be addreBsed to *' The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, tiiough not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday evening. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing OflSce, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— April 1, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

Please note that the latest hour for reception of 
copy for "Gazette " is 5.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

The subject of Winter Entertainments is a very hard nut 
to crack, but we do not doubt that the present Committee 
will be equal to the task when the subject comes before 
their notice in the autumn. From a financial point of view 
the Club seems to prefer Dramatic Performances and 
Smoking Concerts to District Balls and Promenade Concerts, 
as the two former have yielded profits ; whereas, we believe 
we are correct in saying that the two latter have always 
resulted in deficits to the promoters, though the Club has 
not been called upon to defray the cost. There seems some 
chance now of the subject being well ventilated in our 
columns, and we most heartily wish that those members 
who have strong opinions one way or the other wiU not 
keep them to themselves, but will fill our correspondence 
columns. For if they do not express their ideas through 
their Gazette how are the Committee to ascertain the 
wishes of the majority. If the Club considers that the 
Concerts, Balls, etc., do not tend to keep the bundle of 
faggots together or to promote good fellowship, and that 
without them the members would turn up at Club Meets 
and Races in as large numbers, by all means let us do away 
with them ; but we must confess that it would be with 
much regret that we should think of all the pleasant 
evenings we have spent in the past, and know that they 
would not be repeated in the future. " To be, or not to 
be, that is the question." It is for our members to reply 
to it. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Club Run fbom Bath on Easter Monday. 

Our men will congregate at Bath for the preliminary 
canter over the 100 miles course, as usual, on Easter 
Monday. 

A HARD RIDE. 
On Friday evening, the 24th February, with a young moon, 
which nevertheless gave a very fair light, I made a start 
from Hampstead at 7 p.m. The usual course down the 
Finchley Road was taken,until Finchley Station was reached, 
where Hindley was to be met at 7.30. As is usual with 
such appointments, one man was late, and we did not effect 
a start till 8.15. The roads were perfect, our machines 
seeming to go by themselves. The usual route was taken 
through Hatfield and Digswell to Welwyn, where we put up 
for the night at the " Wellington." The landlady did not 
seem very pleased to see us until she had brought a light, 
and it was all we could do to scrape something together for 
supper, which consisted of three eggs apiece, and jam. 
Distance, 22 milea The next morning (Saturday), as luck 
would have it, we found it raining, so there was nothing for 
it but to wait with as much patience as could be mustered. 
A start at length was made soon after nine, and the road to 
Stevenage and Baldock was taken ; the latter place, 13 miles, 
was reached in 54 minutes, owing to a small gale which was 
blowing at our backs, and which we afterwards found out 
to our cost was much stronger than we anticipated. Between 
Baldock and Shefford, a distance of nine miles, our average for 
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the mile was about 3 min. 50 sec, including one or two 
moderate hills. Soon after Shefford, the rain came down 
in earnest, and we had to seek shelter in a very small " pub./' 
which was the principal inn of an extraordinarily small 
village of the name of Borax, about four miles this side of 
Bedford. Here we decided not to proceed any farther, as 
one of us had to be home that night, so after a very cheap 
quart of shandygaff, which actually cost us fourpence, a 
start was again made, this time with our work cut out for us, 
Hitchin being our next halting place, where we looked 
forward to a good dinner. The wind now seemed to have 
increased to a regular gale, and we were nearly exhausted 
by the time we got back to ShelFord, when, finding Hitchin 
was another 11 miles, we had a few biscuits and a short rest, 
and again set out. The 11 miles was accomplished in the 
particularly short time of something over two hours ; the 
road was dreadfully flat with no shelter, and we were thankful 
to get into the "Sun" at last, where Hindley seemed to 
know the girl behind the bar, though, somehow or other, 
she could not recollect him. Hitchin was left about 4.30, 
and the same awful grind against wind, rain, and bad roads 
was continued to Hatfield, which was not reached much 
before 7 p.m. Here H. decided to stay the night, and I, 
poor soul, after a little hot tea, embarked in the 7.45 train 
to Bamet, and after another tug of eight miles reached 
home at 9.30, thus bringing to a grateful end the hardest 
day's work it has been my lot to go through. Distance, 70 
miles. E. S. P. 



A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OP 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By E. J. and H. H. Shbreifp. 
( Continued from page IB.) 
Walking up the long hill through the town we were able 
to view the place, which is very prettily situated. Re- 
mounting, we had a sharp descent, then fair travelling into 
New Radnor (203). We entered Wales about two miles 
from Kington, and sent forth an enthusiastic cheer. The 
scenery from Kington to Radnor was very beautiful, the 
road running close to a river, with well-wooded hills on 
both sides. One rest was made at the top of a hill (bank, 
they call it in Wales,) to admire tiie scenes. One or two 
stifif descents required careful riding, and we soon became 
aware that every hill could not be flown ''legs over" as is 
generally our custom. The last few miles into our destina- 
tion for the night were all down hill, and New Radnor was 
reached at seven o'clock, after a somewhat severe run of 
sixty-nine miles of very rough roads. We were much 
disappointed with the smallness of the place, wlfich was 
formerly the county town, but now consists of only a few 
houses, forming an irregular street, and has little to arrest 
the notice of the passing traveller. At the "Eagle" 
(B.T.C.) we were fairly accommodated, and though the 
largest the town boasted, it was not much more than a village 



" pub." After tea we went and climbed a high hill rising 
immediately above the town, where some really grand views 
were obtained of an extensive area of country, the little 
river Somergill flowing by the town from the mountainous 
part of the county to the fertile vale of Radnor. The remains 
of the castle destroyed by Owen Glyndwr in 1401 are on 
this hill, but insignificant. The view of the town from the 
hilltop was very picturesque. Being evening, the cattle 
were being brought home, and each person in the place 
seemed to own at least one cow, which are very tame, and 
led about by children. Lying on the hill we watched all 
going on in the little town ; a stroll round the churchyard, 
where the gravestones are somewhat peculiar, and then by 
the side of a rippling stream, the evening soon wore away, 
and we returned to the " Eagle " well satisfied with our first 
glimpse of Welsh scenery. 

Next morning, Tuesday 19th, at half-past six, we left 
New Radnor behind us. As a gentle drizzle was falling it 
did not make us feel particularly lively, but it kept us cool, 
for we had some uphill work soon after, which lasted for 
some miles. We donned our waterproofs once, but finding 
them too warm soon had them off again. The rain, how- 
ever, was scarcely enough to drench us, and did not spoil 
the going in the least. Arriving at a toUgate, which was 
locked, and so had to dismount at, we had to walk a con- 
siderable distance, the road being both steep and rough. 
We then had some high moorlands to cross, the scenery 
being very wild and barren. The road was very winding, 
with long ascents and descents, but all rideable. We passed 
through Llandegley, Pen-y-bont, and Trantmel, and reached 

RHATADEB 

(221 miles) at half-past nine, and stopped at the " Lion 
and Castle" for breakfast. After the nineteen miles we 
were, you may be sure, quite ready for it, and had a rare 
dish of lamb chops placed before us, which soon disappeared, 
and marmalade following, we were presently dissecting that 
compound ; being satisfied, we called for our reckonings, 
Is. 9d. each, and no attendance being charged, and no 
waiter to tip (for the landlady herself attended us), we 
considered we had done well ; it is the B.T.C. house. Rain 
fell all the time we were breakfasting. Rhayader occupies 
a delightful and romantic situation on the River Wye, and 
is surrounded by lofty mountains. Instead of taking the 
direct road to Devils Bridge, which we heard was perfectly 
unrideable for miles, we followed the Wye again, the 
scenery being very beautiful. It was at a spot about five 
miles from Rhayader that H. lost his watch and chain 
while lying stretched out on a soft green bank admiring 
the grand panoramic view before him ; he did not discover 
the loss until another "five or six miles had been traversed, 
and then did not consider it worth returning for, as by that 
time it would in all probability have been picked up. 
Tourists passing that way might look out for it : it was on 
a bank the left side of the road ; on the right the mountain 
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side was Teiy steep, and covered with loose pieces of rocks ; 
dowD below was the Wye, rushing in its course over large 
rocks, and just at hand a railway bridge crossed it ; any- 
one finding the same (the watch, not the bridge), and for- 
warding it to the owner, will receive a reward of ten 
shillings. Look out, all ye that wish to make a fortune ; 
now's your time, go to Wales and find it. 

It was ahnost an unbroken ascent for some twelve miles, 
the scenery at the time being very grand, the country 
thickly wooded, and the beautiful river, dashing and 
sparkling in the valley on our left, looked so cool and en- 
ticing that, upon reaching a quiet, sequestered spot, we 
went in for a bathe ; it was too utterly utter — ^the water, 
unfortunately, was rather too shallow to allow any swim- 
ming, but, lying down, on the clean, pebbly bottom, we 
allowed the cold, clear water to wash over us ; we carried 
towels with us, which we should advise all 'cyclists to carry 
while touring in the hot weather, for there is nothing more 
refreshing on a hot, dusty day than a dip in a cool running 
stream. Greatly strengthened and refireshed, we journeyed 
on up to Llangurig, close by the river side, which is here 
occasionally nearly choked up by huge stones and fragments 
of rocks, which either have fallen from the neighbouring 
heights into the valley, or have been uncovered by the 
water in its course. The scenery is about here some of the 
most beautiful in Wales ; we then made for Pentrebrunan, 
the road being very hilly and rough, at times being grown 
over with grass. At an iron signpost, the inscription on 
which is undistinguishable, the left-hand road should be 
taken for Devil's Bridge ; we followed the right-hand one, 
and, consequently, after riding some two or three miles, 
discovered we were wrong. At a wayside cottage we in- 
quired our way, but could not make head or tail of the 
answers we got from the inhabitant, an aged man of some 
fourscore years ; he, too, appeared quite unable to under- 
stand us, but by gestures, and oft repeating "Devil's 
Bridge," he seemed at last to divine what we were driving 
at, and pointed down the road from whence we had come, 
so we turned our wheels and retraced our way to the iron 
signpost ; we here had a stream before us, and, no bridge 
crossing it, we had to get across by stepping-stones, and 
push our " bikes" through the water. After heavy rains this 
must be quite impassable for pedestrians. We then had a 
very stiff and rough climb, quite unrideable ; it was a wild 
sort of ride, up hill and down dale, rough roads and wind- 
ing descents, then a terribly bumpy run down and a sharp 
pull up, and we were on the 

devil's bridgb. 
We had something else than sight-seeing in our minds just 
then, so did not stop to explore, but mad^ for the " Devil's 
Bridge Hotel" (B.T.C.) which lies close at hand, and stab- 
ling our steeds ordered lunch. That being disposed of, we 
procured tickets, one shilling each, for the grounds ; this 
also includes a guide, but we dispensed with his services. 



and taking the keys, went down to the bridge, and roamed 
about the falls for a couple of hours. The beauties are 
quite indescribable, such a variety of views can be obtained 
from different points, first from one side of the water, then 
from the other, from the top, and then from the rocks below. 
The foliage is most beautiful, overhanging from all sides ; 
steps lead down to the bottom, which are in places cut in 
the solid rock ; handrails protect the sides. By a little 
scrambling a huge boulder was reached in the centre of 
the stream, close under the falls, from whence a splendid 
view was obtained of the water rushing down some 200 
feet. Looking straight up, vast walls of rock overgrown 
with mosses and creepers reached up each side. Straight 
before, in three leaps, came dashing down the waters of the 
Mynach, splashing and roaring as they fell ; then at our feet 
the bubbling water rushed round the huge rock on which 
we were seated, and behind could be seen stealing away 
through the rocks and crevices to join the Rheidol further 
below. A light airy bridge spanned the stream at a con- 
siderable height, adding much to the picturesqueness of the 
scene. 

The " Devil's Bridge " itself consists of two arches placed 
one above the other, forming a curiosity of itself, from the 
top of which the scene is truly grand. A well known 
writer says the following of it : " This scene is one to be 
feasted on, trembled at, and dreamed of sleeping and 
waking, but not to be preconceived, painted, or described." 
From the ''Devil's Punchbowl" is best seen the narrow 
crevice in the solid rock, 114 feet in height, roofed over by 
the double arched bridge, while the waters of the Mynach 
struggle through the confined passage (in some parts not 
measuring more than fifteen inches across) raising a cease- 
less roar and din. The falls are four in number. The first 
fall from the Punchbowl has a leap of twenty-four feet into 
a basin below ; its next is sixty feet ; the third twenty ; it 
then struggles through vast masses of rocks, and is pre- 
cipitated 110 feet in one unbroken and impetuous descent. 
From the bridge to where it joins the Rheidol the height is 
close upon 500 feet. In a rock by the side of the Mynach 
among the falls is a small recess known as the Robbers' 
Cave, said to have been the retreat of two men and their 
sister, who plundered the surrounding country for many 
years without being discovered, but were eventually 
executed for murder. The Rheidol Falb we had not time 
to visit ; they are but a short distance off, and we were 
informed were very beautiful, differing from those we had 
seen, insomuch that they were wholly destitute of foliage. 
The " Parson's Bridge," or " Pont Breft," about two miles 
up the Rheidol, is also worth visiting, but, unfortunately, 
we had no time to spare to go up to it. 

As we wished to have a good long evening at Aber}'stwith, 
we had to tear ourselves away from the beautiful spot, and 
climbing the rustic staircase to the entrance gate we found 
it besieged by a young crowd, principally of the fair sex, 
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waiting to get in ; we having the keys they could not do so 
until we made our appearance. They did not look at first 
very kindly upon us, but our dress seemed to favour us in 
their eyes ; and they watched us curiously as we glided into 
the saddle and pedalled round the corner up the stiff hill 
close at hand. With many pleasant recollections we left 
" Devil's Bridge " behind us, and it is a question whether we 
came across more beautiful scenery throughout our tour. 
For two or three miles the way was very rough and princi- 
pally up hill ; we were among the mountains and close to 
Plinlimmon, so had some fine views ; about nine miles from 
Aberystwith we began to descend, the road being at times 
very good, at other times bumpy, here and there being cut 
through the solid rock, leaving across our way a strata which 
was very rough. We wound about a good deal, the scenery 
to our right being very extensive, where, down in the valley 
far below, the Rheidol could be seen winding along in a 
silver streak, farms and villages dotting the river in its 
course. We had several stiffish ascents, but it was princi- 
pally downhill into Aberystwith, the last part was especially 
rough, and being rather wet was slippery and unpleasant 
riding ; down by a turnpike it was simply vile, and we then 
at once entered 

▲BERTSTWITH 

(256). We soon reached the "Queen's" (B.T.C.), a first 
class hotel, facing the sea and promenade. The evening we 
spent in lionizing the town ; first we did the promenade, 
on which a band was playing, and many of the local beauties 
were sporting their finery, then to Castle View, a pretty and 
jolly place to spend half an hour or so. The old Castle 
ruins are here ; and they are laid out with well-kept grass 
plots and neat paths, with plenty of seats about, and being 
on a cliff overhanging the sea, a capital blow and view is 
obtained. The ruins of the castle now seen are the 
remains of the structure built in 1277, but as early as the 
beginning of the twelth century a strong fortress stood on 
the same spot Fine inland views can be obtained of the 
principal Welsh mountains ; and to add to the attractions 
of the spot, pretty dresses and prettier faces were as plentiful 
as blackberries on an autumn day. We then climbed 
Craiglais or Constitution Hill to see the sunset, and a grand 
sight it was too, to watch the fiery orb sink down behind the 
horizon ; and there we lay sprawled on the short green 
grass under a lovely sky, looking down upon the beautiful 
blue sea some 500 feet below us, Aberystwith close below 
us, looking like a toy town ; so small and distinct did every 
house and street appear, the people seeming mere specks in 
the distance, tiny ships and boats rocking on the sea close 
to the shore adding much to the beauty of the panoramic 
view ; the music from the baud playing on the pier was 
wafted up to us, and we were loth to return to the world 
below, but it was getting dusk and chilly, so down the steep 
hillside we clambered, and then we had the pleasure of having 
the Welsh language explained to us by fair lips, but could not 



make much of it ; discovered, however, that Welsh girls have 
sparkling eyes, rosy lips, and dimpled cheeks like our own 
bonny English girls. One thing in the town excited our 
curiosity, and that was the number of shops with 
"Lapidary" over the doorway. It appears that a great 
variety of curious and valuable pebbles are to be picked up 
on the beach, comprising topaz, cornelians, agates, crystals, 
jaspers, etc., etc. We pocketed a few extra pretty ones 
we came across, but what they are we have not yet troubled 
to inquire, but doubtless they are only ordinary coloured 
pebbles. We slept like tops. How tantalizing that must 
sound to those who rarely sleep well ; but with good health, 
clear conscience, weary limbs, pleasant thoughts, and a good 
bed, who with such cannot sleep well ? and when we awoke 
it was by the chambermaid rapping at our door informing 
us that it was seven o'clock. i)istance, fifty-three miles. 

ECHOES. 

On the 25th ultimo Griffiths and Oliver Thorn were first 
and third respectively in the L.A.C. handicap. 

«••••• 

A capital tea, good music, and a full moon are all con- 
ducive to make a Club run most enjoyable, but even these 
attractions mav be surpassed, and I imagine that that 
Tricycle Club that turned out about fifteen members — four 
of whom were ladies — ^for a run to Warlingham last Satur- 
day must have had the quintessence of a Club run. 

• «••«• 

A well-known member, who was anxious to keep in good 
condition throughout the winter, invested in a home 
trainer. This was a ^and thing for his lower extremities, 
but while these waxed daily stronger and stronger he found 
to his dismay that his arms were going in an inverse ratio. 
Being a man of fertile expedients he was not long at a loss 
for a remedv, which was this : he invested all his spare 
cash in two barrel organs, and placing one on each side of 
him when he was on the trainer he kept all his muscles at 
work to the tune of '* Home, Sweet Home." 

The resident ghost resolutely refused to score an atten- 
dance at Godstone on Saturdav. It is a pity it was not 
known beforeliand that it would be absent, as a certain 
member would theninrobably not have stayed away. 

• *•«•• 

An irreverent member was heard to remark that the 
ghost was nothing but whisky and water. 

The brilliant weather we have been enjoying lately has 
largely developed the Club fever commonly known as Batho- 
mania, and there is every probability of a good muster at 
Bath on Monday next. 

• ••««• 

One party consisting of five or six members will go down 
via Guildford and Winchester. 

*••••• 

E. H. Hindley is to be congratulated on having succeeded 
in riding up Muswell Hill on Saturday last on his bicycle, 
having done so several times previously on a three-wheeler. 
«*•••• 

Apropos of our new blue cover, a member writes to ask 
if there is any covert satire implied in the picture of the 
monkeys who appear to be amusing themselves on a 
gridiron. 

Ramblbb. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


April 8.— No Official Buh. 


^ r Lea Bridge Bd. 3.30, 
^ ) Sybom*B Comer 
J 8.45, for SiDOup. 
< 1 Meet S.E. 


" Jack Straw's 
Ca8tle"8.45for4.0, 
West Dbatton. 
Meet W. & S.W. 
(HenddH Station, 
4.25.) 


4.0, for Webt Dray- 
ton. Meet N.W. 
and S.W. 


"Clarence," Tedd- 
ington, 4.80, for 
West Dratton. 
Meet N.W. & W. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
SiDCUP ( " Black 
Horse." Halfway 
Street) MeetN.E. 


4.80,<Hare&Binet,' 
forSiDCUF. Meet 
N.E. 


April 22. 


*' Jack Straw's 
CaBUe''8.45for4.0, 
Shinlet ("Black 
lion.") (TallyHoI 
Comer, 4.25.) 


3.45, for Gbbard'b 
Cross ("The 
Bull.") 


Circular Bun. 
Direction will be 
publi^ed in the 
"Gazette" of pre- 
ceding week. 


4.0, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
East Grinstead 
(«Bailway HoteL') 


4.0,"Hare& Billet," 
for Farm INGHAM 
(" The Lion.") 



April 29.— General Meet for Halliford. 



Unless otherwise sUted, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Boad, Acton. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.B. DlSTEICT. 

Ist April The run last Saturday was again yeiy fairly 
attended, as the splendid weather gave eveiy reason to 
expect. The run was a short one, and over well-known 
roads, which were somewhat rough, but not strikingly bad 
or good. Seven members attended at Sybom*s Comer, 
including W. A. Smith and Arnott, disguised in strange 
uniforms on a double tri., which seemed to cause them 
some uneasiness from time to time. Another member was 
sighted in Walthamstow, but refused to fall in, and the 
party proceeded by way of Higham Hill to Ghingford, 
where Sewell alone managed to ride up to the church. 
Here the D.C., as is his custom, introduced all who did not 
know it to the well-worn tomb of the Honest Lawyer, and 
then we proceeded by the usual route to Waltham, where 
the Captain and his brother, who had walked over, were 
awaiting us. The " New Inn " provided, as usual, com- 
fortably for our wants, and we were reinforced by Large 
and Lyne with their usual accuracy just as tea was ready. 
After tea the 'bus went for High Beech, and the rest of the 
party quietly jogged home together till the Walthamstow 
contingent broke oflF. Present : Arnott, G. H. Gibbs, 
Large, Lloyd, Long, Lyne, T. E. Scrutton, E. D. Sewell, 
W. A. Smith, — Scrutton (visitor), and 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W. District. 
The second run of the season has again to be chronicled 
as a success, a strong S.E. wind, dead aft, making the run 
out very pleasant. A large contingent left the Heath 
rather late, but when Hendon Station was reached three 
members had turned back — it is believed they liad to *'go 
home to tea." The route taken was via Kenton Lanes, 
which are at present sufifering rather badly from that com- 



plaint which 'cyclists most object to, namely, gravel rash. 
The bridge over the Metropolitan Railway at Harrow was 
the most infected place, but it only emptied one or two 
saddles At Pinner we did not take the usual route, but 
made a cut for the Pinner and Staumore road, under the 
guidance of the N.G. ; it is needless to add that it was not 
the smoothest piece wehad ever beenon. Eastcott was reached 
at a quarter to six, Anderson, Barnett, and Lown having 
already arrived. Langmore and a visitor on a tri. turned 
up during tea, the latter being as usual very good and cheap. 
Two of our number elected to go on, the main body starting 
about dusk, and having a most delightful run home in the 
moonlight, the wind having gone down considerably, via 
Pinner and Stanmore, the road proving in capital condition, 
only one dismount being necessary on a sea-beachified hill. 
From Stanmore we went by Old Church Lane to Edgware, 
and up the main road to Colin Deep, where the party broke 
up, for an unknown reason, some men preferring to bump 
over the macadam instead of going over a good gravel road. 
Capital order was maintained both ways, and the D.C. 
hopes this will continue to improve during the season, as it 
certainly enhances the pleasure of a Club run. Distance 
31^ miles. Present: Alison, Anderson, Barnett, Elgood, 
Hewitt, C. T. Hill, W. T. Hill, Hindley, Langmore, Lown, 
A. S. Morris, Nevill, Paxon, Whitside, three visitors, and 
W. J. Williams, District Captain. 



The W. and S.W. at Ripley. 

April 1st. Two S.W. left Kingston, and were presently 
reinforced by the Tooting contingent with two S.E. visitors 
and the advanced guard of the W. Griffiths and Wilks 
were found awaiting us at the " Anchor," and the rest of 
the W. arriving later brought our tea-table up to the 
respectable number of fifteen. The W. captain, we were 
sorry to hear, had to turn back at Barnes, owing to the 
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continued derangement of his knee. We were again 
favoured with tbe company of some of our tricycling 
members. The tea, as is the usual custom at the 
"Anchor," was both good and cheap, and having been 
previously ordered, no delay was experienced. If we can- 
not quite rival the N.W. teapot, we think the Ripley urn, 
with its patent resisting tap, is a good second. The charms 
of music, ably dispensed by Wilks, and the study of the 
merits of the W. and S.W. sociables, pleasantly passed the 
time until our departure. On the homeward journey the 
well-known scenery was seen to perfection in the brilliant 
moonlight, and Kingston was reached after a pleasant run. 
Present: TT.— W. E. Naylor, H. S. Naylor, 0. Thorn, 
A. L. Radford, and two visitors. 8.W.—J. F. Griffith, 
A. H. Rolls, C. Taylor, N. Whiting, J. W. Wilks, L. 
Potter (S.E.), A. L. Potter (S.E.), one visitor (Pardue), 
and Abthub E. Buckler, District Captain. 



S.E. DiSTBicr. 



April 1st. Those who did not attend the meet to-day 
missed one of the pleasantest of runs' to Godstone. The 
afternoon was fine, the moderate head wind invigorating, 
and the roads perfect, so that one felt downright sorry to 
stop when the "Clayton Arms" was reached. Here we 
had a capital tea, after which W. Johns (who was as inde- 
fatigable as ever at the piano) and several other members 
discoursed most excellent music. A special word of acknow- 
ledgment is due to one of our visitors (J. C. Oswald's 
brother), whose singing was much enjoyed. It would be 
difficult to imagine a more splendid run home than ours 
was in the beautiful moonlight. Present, two visitors, and 
the following twenty members : A. Barker, C. A. Brown, 
Arthur Herbert, S. Herbert, W. Johns, F. Kinder, A. H. 
Koch, F. C. Marten, A. Morley, J. 0. Oswald, C. E. Parker, 
J. W. Potter, F. C. Schmettau, G. B. Schmettau, H. N. 
Sharp, S. E. Wliealler, C. B. Wheeler, F. M. Williams, 
W. Wyndham, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

IMPOBTANT NOnCB. 

Members are requested to note Umt the joint S.E. and 
N.E. meet will take place at the " Black Horse," Halfway 
Street, near Sidcup Station, and kot at the " Black Horse " 
in Sidcup village. From Sidcup village you go past the 
station and turn to the left ; the house is about 200 yards 
from the station. 

I have a very strong desire that an exceptionally large 
force should come to welcome our N.E. friends on this 
occasion. They will have to cross the river at much incon- 
venience, and will have a long way to ride, and we must 
show our appreciation of this. 

H. 6. A. Beowk, District Captain. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
April 10.— Races at South of England Meet at Brighton. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps at Coventry. 
10. — Three Miles Scratch Race at Bournemouth. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps, Woodbridge 

Athletic Sports. 
10.— Colchester C.C. Sports, Two Miles Scratch. 
10. — Oundle Athletic Sports, Two Miles Handicap. 
10. — One and Two Mile Handicaps at Newport. 
10. — Woodbridge Sports One and iVo Mile Open. 
10. — Godalming Sports. 

10. — One and Five Miles Handicap at Bedford. 

10. — Oswestry Athletic Sports. 

10 & 11. — Border City Races at Carlisle. 

22 or 29.— Surrey B.C. Spring Meeting. 

29.— Four Events at Kilmarnock F.C. Sports. 

29.— Burnley C.C. Sports One and a half Miles 

Handicap. 
29. — L. A. C. Second Spring Meeting. 
May 6. — Hominglow Athletic Sports. 

13. — ^La Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 
20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 
20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 
20.— L.A.C. One Mile Oi>en at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London Scliool at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Pauls School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred MUes Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 
June 1. — L.A.C. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap. 

3.— West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10.— Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10.— Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — ^Widnes Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
20. — London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 
22. — St. Bartholomew's Hospital at Stamford Bridge. 
24.— Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 
24. — London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
29. — L. A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicycle Handicap. 
July 1. — ^Blacklieath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 

8.— Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 

8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships a^ Birmingham. 

8. — ^Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 

8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15. — ^L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — South Loudon Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — Eastbourne. B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
29. — ^Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 
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To the Editor cf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — The result of the late Promenade Concert may 
well bring to a head the feeling that has, I believe, existed 
for some time, that, as a Club, we are not in as healthy a 
state as we should wish. I should di£fer, however, from 
my friend McCullum Hill as to whether this is only a 
recent seizure, or whether our complaint, if complaint it 
be, is of long standing. I have lately become a purchaser 
and diligent reader of the chronicles of the L.B.G., and I 
do not find that we have travelled to the bad very fast, 
either compared with other Clubs or with our own past. 
To take our opening runs. I find that 

we brought ont in 1878, 64 memben and 6 visiton. 
„ „ 1879, 86 „ 8 „ 

„ „ 1880, 51 „ „ 6 „ 

n t» n n ^ n 

M 1882, 70 „ 18 „ 

and thongh some of this increase is possibly due to the 
weather, yet, at any rate, we do not seem to have gone 
backwards. Our elections up to the present are well ahead 
of last year's. Our race meetings, though not financially 
so successful as in previous years, still have always secured 
the very best racing men ; and finance has been the weak 
point of every London Club during the season. If there is 
apathy in our Club I think it is not a new thing. 

We have certainly to face this fact, that we have in the 
Club — after we have set aside our University and country 
members, who, of course, cannot take an active part in 
Club affairs— a certain number of members who never come 
to a Club meet or dinner, who never help the Club by 
taking tickets for race meetings or concert, who only con- 
tribute their subscription and entrance fee to the Club, and 
do not do that with the punctuality that might be expected. 
What they join the Club for is doubtful. I suppose they 
think it some advantage to be L.6.O. men, but the fact 
cannot be concealed that they are a source of weakness to 
the Club. But I fear that no argument addressed to these 
members can have any effect. 

Their example, however, is to be avoided. A large num- 
ber of members drift into absenteeism ; with so many 
members the absence of one is not considered very much, 
and so they all go. In view of this, I should like to make 
a particular request to members to back up the Club this 
year. We are not asking much of them — we are dropping 
one Race Meeting, which always produces good races, 
becanse our men will not support it. It is not much to ask 
of our members that at least evertf one of them should turn 
up at the Inter-University Meet at St. Albans, the Cam- 
bridge Match at Surbiton, and the Annual Kace Meeting ; 
and further, that each of them should sell tickets and get 
entries for the last two events. I had the opportunity of 
seeing the balance sheet of a very prominent racing club 
last year, and when I saw it I understood why they were 



successful, — the individual work of almost every member 
appeared in the returns of tickets and entries. It is not 
fair to expect your officers to work as you worked M. D. 
Rucker ; the Club has a right to expect that eveiy member 
will do something to help it. 

But I think McCullum Hill is hardly accurate in answer- 
ing that we have done " nothing." We have kept up and 
still keep up a Gazette, which does a great deal to keep 
the Club together, and serves as a history of our past. 
There is hardly another club in England that could do it. 
We have held more race meetings than any other London 
club, and have secured as good racing at them as any club 
in England can show. We have provided our full share of 
first-class men on the path and the road. We have loyally 
supported the Union, and done our best for the interests of 
bicycling generally. And better still, we have, I hope, kept 
up our reputation as a club of gentlemen. And I do not 
know that in any of these respects we have shown any 
falling off, unless from causes that affect all clubs alike. 

For when the L.B.C. first attained its present size a wave 
of enthusiasm helped on bicycling. It was to be the one 
and only sport. We are now feeling the reaction, and so 
are all the older clubs. Bicycling has not yet settled down 
as a sport side by side with other sports. While it is 
settling down we shall only do injury if we expect that men 
will still treat it as their only amusement and give up 
their whole time to it. But a greater injury will be done 
unless men bear in mind that they owe some duties to the 
Club of which they have of their own free will become 
members, and that a Club failure is their own failure. — 
I am, yours faithfully, T. £. Scbutton. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Cluh Gazette. 

Sm, — It is often an advantage to state your case strongly, 
in order to call the attention of your readers to your 
meaning, and I cannot but think this must be McCullum 
Hill's object in his letter in your last issue. 

It is surely hardly the time to say the Club is " effete " 
and "played out ** when the S.E. District has just scored a 
record in attendance, the N.W. a best since '78, the N.E. 
claims the best opening run it can remember ; and your 
correspondent can hardly have been present at the Smoking 
Concert, which I see described in a leading article of your 
December issue as "well attended" and giving "great 
pleasure to the audience and satisfaction to the energetic 
organisers," if he calls them half-hearted affairs. 

I venture to think that the reason for the comparative 
indifference to the recent Concert, which is the main feature 
of McCuUum's letter, is not so far to seek, and I would 
respectfully refer to a letter of my own in your issue of 
September 23rd, and claim that the result of the past 
winter has amply justified what I then said. We try, in 
my opinion, to do too many things, and then feel injured 
because a club formed with a certain and specific object 
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does not show a keen interest in something entirely 
different. I venture, with great deference to your corr^ 
spondent, to say that the first two Smoking Concerts were 
thoroughly successful ; and I should feel curious, in com- 
paring the performances of other clubs, to know whether the 
entertainments of the " Stanley and other minor clubs " 
were the fourth of the season, and it might also be interest- 
ing to know what proportion of the audience were members 
of the club. 

I cannot claim so long a connection with the Club as 
your correspondent, but with my more limited experience, 
I venture to submit that the above is the cause, and the 
remedy will readily suggest itself to your readers. — ^Yours 
faithfully, Tmo. Godleb. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — ^The whole duty of a member of the LB.C. consists 
in attending Concerts and eating an annual Dinner. This 
is the premise upon which McCuIlum Hill appears to base 
his argument in your last issue, and from whicli he deduces 
that our Club is " effete *\ and "played out" If the duties 
of members do alone consist in fulfilling the above obliga- 
tions, then I certainly agree with McCullum that we ure 
indeed in a bad plight, /was always under the impression 
that the L.B.C. was incorporated for the purpose of 
encouraging the practice of the m3rBteries of bicycling 
among its members, and it seems to me a trifle hard that 
our merits as a bicycling community should be declared 
wanting on account of a numerical failure at an entertain- 
ment which (although it had an indirect bearing upon our 
Club life as far as the anticipated supply of the wherewithal 
was concerned) had no connection with the objects for which 
our association was founded. I am not running down either 
concerts or Club amusements of any sort, all of which are 
very good in their way (if both ends can be made to meet), 
but these things are not bicycling, and their success or 
failure does not in any way affect the L.B.C. aa a bicycling 
institution. It is easy to be wise after the event, and many 
of us hava our theories as to the why and wherefore of our 
recent financial discomfiture. 

I trust that when we next contemplate an entertainment 
a few of us will have an opportunity of airing our views on 
the subject, and as there is wisdom in a multitude of coun- 
cillors, perhaps such a success will be secured that will 
replace us in that premier position from which, in the 
opinion of your correspondent, we have so grievously 
alien. 

In conclusion, McCullum speaks of the great success of 
the Stanley at St. George's Hall. Surely, when a few of 
"ours" did their level best to entertain their friends on the 
same boards, were they not rewarded with as satisfactory an 
audience as could be desired? and did not the results 
stand the severer test of the £ s. d. process ? — I am, sir, 
your obedient servant, A. E. B. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
gia^ — Allow me to remind you and McCullum Hill that 
the L.B.C. is not a club formed for inaugurating dinners 
and iH:omenade and smoking concerts. The fact that 
seventy-one members attended the opening meets on 25th 
March, as against fifty-seven in 1881 and fifty-two in 1880, 


shows clearly that the Club is far from being "played out." 
This will also supply an answer to the question put by 
McCullum Hill's "^ends outside the Club." Meeting 
him on his own ground I think there are few who will admit 
that our very successful smoking concerts were "half- 
hearted affairs," and as to the particular performance to 
which he refers there is no doubt it was not only a failure 
but a mistake, and a mistake fully comprehended by the 
Committee when an empty room and a considerable deficit 
stared them in thffface. — Yours truly, K F. 

To the Editor of the London Bicyele Club Gazette. 

Sib, — I notice that in this week's Gazette "Dry Thatch " 
remarks that the present Club cap is " cofi\fortable" so I 
take this opportunity of opening up the question. 

I have frequently heard members complain that the 
present cap is not what thev like. It is very hot, it does 
not protect the face fit>m the sun, and, what is of more 
importance still, it leaves the back of the head and neck 
exposed, thereby adding to the risk of sunstroke. There is 
no ventilation in it, and after two or three good soakings 
presents a "crushed again" appearance. 

There is a good chance, now that touring will be in fhll 
swing, for some one to invent a good head cover less like 
the lid of a saucepan. 

My own idea is that we should have something in shape 
like a cricket cap, only of much better material and make. 
The peak can be slouched down in any direction to keep 
the sun off, and it is very comfortable and light — Yours 
truly, CoKFORT. 

P. S.— That cat's tail would make a grand "spoke 
cleaner." 

1st April, 1883. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sir,— I am delighted to see that "Dry Tliatch," after 
having shown his appreciation of the Committee's efforts in 
the wearing apparel line, is of opinion that our present 
head gear is of the ri|^ht shape. When I see the great cap 
question re-opened in your columns, I go in fear and 
trembling lest in a weak moment those in authority should 
pander to a small minority and condemn us to wear a 
helmet, and I venture to record mv humble protest without 
delay, so that our much-respected ofiicers ^all know that 
at least one member would consider himself a fit subject 
for a Guy Fawkes' e3diibitioh if he crowned his pericranium 
with the abhorred covering in question. Neither let the 
Committee be led away in the direction of cricket caps, for, 
verily, they are a delusion and a snare, and even some of 
the best regulated members will wear them peak aft, and 
instead of diowtng a proper humility after perpetrating 
this glaring offence to " Cocker," even glory in their ini- 
quity. Straw hats look well, but, oli, how tne flannel does 
irritate one's forehead. So, sir, of three evils, let us choose 
the least, namely, the cap that may shrink, but doesn't 
always. — ^Yours, etc., Kappa. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontributions most be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, £.0.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday evening. 


Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing OflBce, 36, Eastcheap, London, E.G.— April 6, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

Please note that the latest hour for reception of 
oopy for " Gazette " is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 



We hear so much at the present day of the Such-and- 
such a ^lub " having decided in general meeting to admit 
tricyclists to its ranks/' and then follows a sort of rejoicing 
over the public spirit of the club, and so on, that we 
venture to observe that this is a feature which, as far as we 
can ascertain, has always distinguished the L.B.C. We 
would even go further, and observe, for the guidance of all 
whom it may concern, that even that qualification is not 
necessary for admission to our ranks; and we sometimes 
wonder, as we read these announcements, whether there is 
a regular competitive examination, such as has before now 
been sketched in these columns, for these would-be members. 
Fancy, if he had to perform a little just to show he was 
not a mere tricyclist in disguise, or some even less intelli- 
gent specimen of the genus homo ! For in the L.B.G. we fear 
we could with a little care discover more than one member 
who would have to borrow a bicycle before he could perform, 
but who are still allowed to continue members of this 
eminent institution. We hope members prize their privi- 
leges, and mourn for the well-meaning but incompetent 
candidates for " other clubs' " membership. The moral of 
all which is that membm should feel no hesitation in 
encouraging tricyclists to join our ranks, as they may 
be sure they are fully as welcome as two-wheelers on the 
road or elsewhere. 



N.E. DISTRICT.-IMPORTANT. 

Members of the N.E. are particularly requested to turn 
up on Saturday next, for the run to Sidcup. We mustered 
fifteen, I think, last year as an invading force, and I hope 
we may considerably increase on that. The times of start- 
ing are as usual, and the route is via Woolwich. 

Theo. Godleb, District Captain. 



S.K DISTRICT.-IMPORTANT NOTICK 

Members are again reminded that the joint S.E. and N.E. 
meet will take place at the " Black Horse," Halfway Street, 
near Sidcup Station, and not at the Black Horse " in 
Sidcup village. From Sidcup village you go past the 
station and turn to the left ; the house is about 200 yards 
from the station. 

I would once more beg the members of this District to 
do their best to come to this run, particularly as there is 
every probability that the N.E. members, who have to cross 
the river on purpose to visit us, will muster strongly. 

H. 0. A. Brown, District Captain. 



THE EASTER RUN FROM BATH. 

The weather was perfect on Friday morning, and the 
spirits of the small party of L.B.C. men assembled by 
noon at (}uildford rose with the barometer. There were 
the present and the late S.E District Captains, J. C. Oswald, 
C. Newman, the late Editor, Frank Kinder, and Louis 
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Potter. The Ho^s Back was scaled with a leading wind, 
though it was darkly rumoured that a saddle or two had 
been emptied during the process. At Famham, dinner was 
obtained at the sign of " The Bush/' and the late District 
Captain was eloquent in praise of the view right and left 
from the crest of the ridge we had just traversed. " The 
Bush" treated us fairly well, though a certain unstability 
W€L8 noticeable among the chairs after our heavy weights 
had come in contact with them ; and Mary the Maid of the 
Inn (why are they always Marys ?) was seen to secrete herself 
cunningly outside the lavatory, and take toll in coppers of 
the washers as they came forth. This was primitive, and 
carried us back sweetly to early pastoral days. 

From Farnham to Winchester the ball was kept rolling 
with a vengeance, and over roads smooth as a billiard board 
and fat as the green lanes of Essex we vied with each other. 
Greatly were we impressed by the gamesomeness of the 
S.E. D.C., who, flinging aside family cares, city smoke, and 
all that is wont to take the spurt out of a man, lay over the 
handles to such purpose that the younger bloods began to 
look anxiously at each other, and after fifteen miles of it 
clamoured so loudly for soda and milk that a halt was 
made at a roadside inn, where our scattered forces were 
rallied. Then did we marvel at the mighty drought dis- 
played by our infant from the N. W. Jugs and basins were 
emptied of their watery contents with appalling rapidity, and 
he ceased to drink more from regard to our entreaties than 
from any feeling of tension induced by his exploits. Win- 
chester was reached in good time, and the bad hill leading 
into it was ridden by most of ua After dining and bathing, 
the Cathedral service was attended, and very solemn 
was the music as it echoed among the pillars of the grand 
old building. After the service an e£fort was made to 
explore the interior, but this was cut short by the turning 
out of the gas; and many chairs were overturned, and 
much inappropriate language evoked from the S.E. men, 
in their attempt to grope for the door tlirough the inky 
darkness. 

On Saturday morning a late start was made, as a new 
centre pin was needed for L. P.'s machine, which was 
furnished by a neighbouring blacksmith after his workshop 
had been invaded by our party. Arming ourselves with 
tools from his receptacles we operated upon the unfortunate 
hi." for an hour and a half, with the aid of two appren- 
tices and a person who, as a mechanic, artizau, or labourer, 
might have been regarded as an eligible racing man by the 
tolerant C.U.Bi.C. men. Wearied, however, with our unme- 
chanical efforts he left us before the completion of the job, 
consoling himself with L. P.'s new tobacco pouch, which was 
lying unguarded upon a neighbouring bench. At last we got 
off, and the dangerous drop into Stockbridge was safely 
ridden, and then over long rough and rocky hills we made for 
Amesbury. Here, to our regret, we had to leave F. K., whose 
front tyre came off while he was flying a stiff hill, with a result 





that may be easily imagined. He was let off, fortunately, 
with a few skin wounds and bruises, but decided to train 
up from Salisbury. Our lunch was liberal, as should be 
that of an L.B.C. man. Bass andj Guinness were not 
spared, but temperately partaken of, as became those about 
to moralise and meditate among the ruins of Stonehenge. 
Leaving F. K. to the kind care of our host and his family, we 
made for the Plain, taking with us a little light refresh- 
ment that we might the better enjoy the Druidical Stones, 
mindful of the folly of attempting such an expedition on 
empty stomachs. A little mishap en ratiie to the late D.C. 
delayed us a few minutes, but " Anyhow, the refreshment's 
all right," said he, as he unbuckled his wheel, straightened 
his backbone, and knocked the dust out of his coat. 
The Stones reached, we meditated, moralised, and 
smoked. Then a Guide came to us, very funny 
and full of legends, and with him a photographer, quite 
"the Druid hoary chief." This last refused to be 
comforted till we posed ourselves in front of a " Trilithon," 
and, flanked by a " Rucker " and a " Humber " in the con- 
ventional way, were "took" from the attar-stone — offered 
up, as it were, to appease the old gods for invading their 
temple with our modern abominations. It was not easy to 
be calm while the Druid was focussing our party through 
his box, since the guide (a Mr. Smeeth), wKo says he 
was once in the army, and has spoken with Prince Leopold 
face to face, placed himself beside the Druid and 
solemnly conjured us not to laugh. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, our light refreshment, of which Mr. Smeeth had also 
freely partaken, by this time had done its work too well^ 
and the meaningless smile which spread over his full-blown 
face was soon replaced by a ghastly grin. This was not to 
be borne, so he was driven away before the cap of the 
camera was removed, and during the operation was to be 
heard chuckling himself out to his heart's content behind 
our Trilithon. 

Vrom Stonehenge to Bath we rode many hills and 
covered many miles without special adventures, and reached 
the White Lion " full of rage against the District Captain 
for assuring us that our last four miles into the city would 
be all down hilL" Experience proved it to be all up, or 
nearly so, and the iK>or man had a bad time of it when we 
met him at dinner. 

On Sunday some of our party turned out early, and swam 
in the bath of naturally warm water near the hotel, and 
spent a quiet morning basking on the hills. After lunch 
we sought the river, and regretted it was not wide enough 
to admit of rowing exercise. An attempt, indeed, wets 
made by one or two members, but the banks were really 
so near that it was not successful. In the evening we went 
to the Abbey service, after which supper and early bed, 
preparatory to the long run up next day. On Monday we 
started at 7.30 a.m., much pleased by the attention, good 
cheer, and moderation in the tariff of the " White Lion." 
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With a wind from N.W., or on the port beam, as our 
nautical member had it, and with roads as good as they 
make them, even in Wiltshire, a pleasant and profitable 
season was spent. The bumpy bit into Devizes was perhaps 
a little severe, but did not that glorious run over Marlboro' 
Downs, through the keen air and under the bright, blue sky, 
atone for all ! Here our late District Captain left us, having 
torn off bis handle bar, and we were all very sorry to lose 
him. Giving him our spare cigarettes, fusees, and blessings, 
we parted— he to train from Devizes, we to ride to London. 
Just abreast of Silbury Mound the late Editor bit the dust 
from no evident cause and with no apparent reason. Sub- 
sequent repairs to his crank were effected through the 
agency of blocks of granite and a stone-breaker with his 
shovel and hammer. 

At Marlboro', soda water ; at Newbuiy, sandwiches ; 
then dust and severe wheel-grinding up to Reading. Such 
are our sole reminiscences of the via sacra. At Reading, 
several L.B.C.'s were met, and a capital dinner found at 
the " George." Then our party broke up, some for Croy- 
don, and others for town, and at Eew the N.E. and the 
N.W. members might have been found wandering vaguely 
between. 10 and 11 p.m. in search of supper, which they 
found net. 



A SHORT RIDE IN HANTS, BERKS, ETC. 

One day in March I left Kensington at 2.50 to meet a 
fellow-member at Brentford Railway Bridge. I arrived 
there before the appointed time, but found him waiting ; 
this punctuality I hardly expected. We found the macadam 
through Hounslow fair going, but the sandy roads to 
Staines were very loose and not good going. Egham Hill 
was in grand condition, and the roads all the way to the 

Golden Farmer " were good. We parted company at the 
latter place, my friend going through Frimley to Ash. I 
took the main road through York Town to Basingstoke, 
putting up for the night at the "Wheatsheaf" (B.T.C. 
house). Through York Town the road was extremely 
bumpy. Hartford Bridge Flats were freshly laid with 
stones all over the road, and extended for quite two miles. 
The last hill down and up a mile from Basingstoke was also 
very loose and stony. 

The next morning was lovely, and what little wind there 
was, was in my favour. My first point to make was Reading, 
so went over the railway through Sherfield, Stratfield 
Turgis. This grand sixteen miles was in its usual perfect 
condition. As far as I know there is not another stretch 
of road of this extent to beat it in England ; a fair rider 
could do it in 75 minutes without any trouble. There is 
not an incline worth calling a hill from one end to the 
other. After Reading I went through Oaversham, Henley, 
Marlow, Cookham, Loudwater, to Beaconsfield (40 miles) ; 
here I stopped for lunch. The roads were grand except 
near Cookham, — afresh stones were here rather a nuisance. 



I walked the long steep hill from Loudwater to the Oxford 
road ; being only a narrow lane it cannot boast of a surface. 
At three o'clock I started for home, as I wanted to be back 
early. The first mile from Beaconsfield was fair, but the 
next two were nearly impassable. The road is ploughed 
into deep ruts, and, to mend this, round stones, some the 
size of ostrich eggs, have been left to find their way into 
the road as best they can. This never was a good part of 
the road, but now it's awful. Thanks to a nice little path 
I managed without a dismount. For a quarter of a mile 
the London side of the ''Bull" at Gerrard's Cross the 
stones are only just down, and for the previous two miles 
they are waiting to be thrown on. This will spoil the road 
for the remainder of the season. (N.B. There is a path 
and no Bobby.) Macadams after Uxbridge good. After 
Southall I took the lanes past Mill Hill Station, on the 
District. About a mile from Southall there is a new 
railway bridge, quite impossible to ride either up or down 
for the present. In due time I arrived home. Distance 
for two days 105 miles. Weather perfect. Rather much 
dust on the Basingstoke and Oxford roads. 

Soup SQUABsa 



EASTER MONDAY RUN TO ELY. 

Starting from Walthamstow at 5.15, I struck the main 
road to Cambridge at Waltham Cross, and on reaching 
Fuckeridge took the Barkway route ; the surface to Barley 
was very good, whence to Cambridge stones were plentiful. 
The latter place (49 miles) was reached at 9.35, and owing 
to the hazy idea the inhabitants seemed to have of the 
road to Ely, some time was lost before it was reached. 
After ploughing through dust for half the distance to Ely, 
the grass at the side appeared to offer a good chance of 
indulging in some practice for the N.E. paperchase, but the 
result of these antics was not encouraging, as the surface 
getting gradually rougher a hasty attempt was made to 
dismount, and a nasty fall on to the road resulted in a 
damaged knee, and a delay of quarter of an hour. Ely 
(65 miles) was reached at 11.20, and after an inspection of 
the cathedral, a good and cheap lunch was obtained at 
the Bell." I then caught a train to Cambridge, and soon 
after leaving the t.own had the good fortune to fall in with 
the President of the C.U.Bi.C, who was out for an after- 
noon spin, and the few miles that we rode together passed 
very pleasantly. The ride homewards was taken very 
easily, and after several rests Walthamstow was reached 
at 8.40. Distance ridden, 115 miles. A. L. 



CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 

C. C. Fitch's address is now 37, Evering Road, Stoke 
Newington, and C. A. Buckmaster has moved from 13 to 
16, Heathfield Road, MUl Hill Park, Acton. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon DiTision. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


^ r Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
2 J Sybom*8 Comer 
a 1 8.45, for Snxjop. 
< 1 Meet S.E. 


" Jack Straw's 
Uastle o.4ofor4.0, 
West Drayton. 
Meet W. & S.W. 
(Hendon Station, 
4.25.) 


4.0, for WestDrat- 
TON. Meet N.W. 
and S.W. 


"Clarenoe,** Tedd- 
ington, 4.30, for 
West Dkatton. 
Meet N.W. ft W. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
SiDCUP ( " Black 
Horse," Halfway 
Street.) MeetN.E. 


4.80,<HareftBiUet,' 
for Smoup. Meet 
N.E. 


April 22. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle"3.45for4.0, 
Shenlet ("Black 
lion.") (TallyHo! 
Comer, 4.25.) 


3.45, for Gbbabd'b 
Cboss ("The 
BuU." ) 


CiBcuLAB Run. 
Direction wiH be 
published in the 
"Gazette" of pre- 
ceding week. 


4.0, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
East Gbinstead 
('Railway Hotel.*) 


4.0,"Hare ft Billet,'* 
for Fabnikohax 
("The Lion.") 



April 29.— Genebal Meet for Hallifobd. 



Unless otherwiw stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton. 



A PLEA FOR A FRIEND. 

I shall not easily forget the feeling of genuine delight 
with which I hailed the arrival of my first real bicycle. I 
was like a child with a new plaything. The days of bone- 
shaking agonies were over, and the realisation of my utmost 
wishes was accomplished. With what care was it taken out 
of the crate ! Not even the unfortunate Trojans could have 
been more respectful to the wooden horse suddenly imported 
into the midst of their town than I was to my iron one* 
And then, when it was unpacked, with what awe did I 
inspect my new acquisition, as if it were a thing of life," 
which it verily seemed to be when presently, after I bad 
taken some trouble to poise myself on its back, it resented 
the insult by depositing me on the ground. And when I 
had taken it out one wet and muddy day, after I had got 
used to its peculiarities, what a paraphernalia of cleansing 
apparatus did I bring into requisition ? Spoke brushes and 
sponges, dusters and emery paper, until after an hour's or 
so ireal hard work it was restored to its pristine splendour 
as near as may be, minus a little paint and plus a liberal 
deposit of grit in the bearings — ^but what of that ? 

Even the engrossing task of bicycle cleaning loses its 
delightfulness under the test of repetition ; the cleansing 
operations grew fewer and farther between, and, as time 
went on, these perpetual brightenings and polishings became 
rather a burden. The first blush of novelty had departeds 
and familiarity with the object of my affections began to 
breed contempt. Sundry accidents more or less serious 
helped to take the gilt off the gingerbread. Bicycles, after 
all, are but mortals. Handles and spokes get bent, and 
bearings loose, in a manner that is little short of the mira- 
culous. A decay, which I cannot but fancy premature, 
began to set in. The first symptom was a general looseness 
and debility about the joints ; and, to cut a long story 
short, it ended by my disposing of my quondam favourite 
to a neighbouring blacksmith for a few shillings. 

I do not wish— camponere magna — to draw any 



moral reflections, nor will I stay to sermonize on the vanity 
of human affections generally, but I trust I may be excused 
for making a few practical observations of a tenor more 
strictly appropriate to these pages. 

How many of us really understand our machines? We 
get them right and tight from the makers in the first in- 
stance, and for a week or so all goes as merrily as a marriage 
bell. But sooner or later the inevitable wear and tear 
begins to show itself, and then comes in us^ul that small 
iota of mechanical knowledge which ought to be included 
in the bicyclist's compendium. Partly from ignorance of 
this, and partly from sheer laziness — often the offspring of 
ignorance— our bicycles are left pretty much to take care of 
themselves, whereas a little careful knowledge would add 
hundreds of miles to their career. It is quite the usual 
thing among'the oi ttoXXoi of bicyclists to let their machines 
run until they literally cry out for oil, and then, and not 
till then, do they administer to their wants. It is a well- 
worn joke — if it be one at all — ^that our steeds want neither 
hay nor com, but their requirements are not quite so limited 
as most people imagine. Putting aside the excellent excuse 
a want of oil affords for dismounting by a seductive "pub." 
or at the foot of a tedious hill, there is much to be said on 
behalf of lubrication leisurely and scientifically conducted. 
It is one thing to put the oil in and another thing to keep 
it there, as our "bicycling costume" will often testify, and 
I need hardly point out how the twofold object of keeping 
the oil in and the grit out is effected, as it has ah*eady done 
by an abler pen than mine. The idea that ball-bearings 
will run with a minimum of oil is a popular fallacy which 
should have exploded long ago. In reality they should not 
be allowed to go either loose or dry. Let one ball chip or 
crack, and see the havoc he will work among his fellows ! 
On economical grounds, if for no better reason, it must be 
advisable to take the trouble to understand one's machine. 
It will not be found necessary to be always fidgeting at it 
to little or no purpose, but the moderate amount of atten- 
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tion I have attempted to describe will obviate many a 
breakdown, which though generally put down to the maker 
is as often as not the fault of the rider himself. 

Dodo. 



AN OLD STORY RE-TOLD. 

Some years ago, when tricycling was in its infancy, I had 
the misfortune to be chief actor in the following ludicrous 
contretemps. 

It was a fine Saturday afternoon, and, aided by a tail 
wind, I was shooting swiftly down a long decline on the 
Great North Road, thinking more of Bath Trials and other 
matters than of what was going on around me. Waking 
from my reverie, I espied in front of me a double "tri." 
with two riders seated back to back. By the extremely 
rapid motion of the riders' legs the machine appeared to 
me to be moving so rapidly that I failed to notice that my 
bicycle was overhauling it so quickly. 

The birds sang, the sun shone, the favouring breeze 
kissed my cheek, the decline was long, and I began to 
dream again. 

The awaking was unpleasant. 

I was overhauling the "tri." with fearful rapidity, while 
to my consternation an approaching cart, owing to the 
narroTvness of the road, blocked my passing it. 

A vain effort to pull up, a shout to the doomed passen- 
gers in front, but without effect; the rear man was too 
confused to do anything, and the forward one (an elderly 
gentleman) remained in happy oblivion of the catastrophe 
which was even then upon him. 

My only chance was to try to scrape through between 
the two vehicles. I essayed the passage, but, alas, the space 
was too narrow, and in avoiding the wheel of the waggon I 
caught the tricycle on the off side. 

In the miserable plight I soon found myself, I could 
hardly refrain from smiling at the tableaux. The tricycle 
took two or three mad leaps over about fifteen feet of rough 
grass, and then deposited itself, with its double freight 
underneath, in a deep ditch, whilst I was catapulted several 
yards on ahead and found the road hard. 

I of course expected the unhappy pair to wreak summary 
vengeance on my unlucky self, but after a full apology for 
my carelessness the old gentleman — ^and he was a real 
gentleman— said, " Well, my boy, if you really could not 
help it, well, then, it's all right," and set to work to re-hang 
chains and other gear that had become disturbed by the 
aerial flight of the machine. 

The sun still shone, the birds sang, and the fair breeze 
fanned my gravel-embedded features, but the poetry of the 
day was at an end as far as I was concerned, and as I 
dn^ged my bruised limbs and disabled 'cycle to the nearest 
smithy I moralised as follows : If given to day-dreaming, 
refrain when on 'cycle. " Shield." 



RAVINGS OF A CYCLOMANIAC— No. VIIL 

I feel another attack of periodic temporary cyclo-mono- 
mania coming on. Get out of my way ! I'm dangerous. 
Where has that woman put my stylo pen ? [Got it in his 
hand all the time.] Here comes the attack ! Clear for 
action ! 

Among the many other Viings relating to that pursuit 
from which you and I suffP' ! so much, which I have stored 
up in the cell of this my own private asylum, are several 
scrap-books. One of them is full of bicycling and tricycling 
pictures, some dating from the days of the dark ages when 
men rode on wood and iron, others prophetic of the future. 
It is full of sketches, caricatures, illustrated advertise- 
ments, etc. Another is full of newspaper cuttings. The 
idea of this last came from a letter in Bicycling News 
called '* Every man his own editor." A blank-leaved book 
ruled in parallel columns wide enough to take the average 
width of newspaper cuttings, a bottle of gum, a brush, and 
some patience are all that is required to make a thing of 
beauty and a joy for a considerable period. A proper book, 
duly lettered on the outside " Newspaper Cuttings," can 
be bought at most stationers for a few shillings, and has 
a proper index. The arrangement of the cuttings depends 
on the mind of the owner. [He's writing about minds, 
poor fellow !] My own (cuttings, not brains) are gummed 
in anyhow, and the index has to be used a good deal by 
any stranger before he can discover any particular cutting, 
but from constant practice I am able myself to find any 
required article within the twenty-four hours. If I ever 
entice a fellow-lunatic into my den and I wish to keep him 
quiet, I hand him that book, and^he subsides into a chair^ 
and, except for occasional snorts, is at peace. By having 
this book, instead of littering my room with countless 
unbound copies of bicycling literature I act the part of 
Master John Horner, I pick out the plums and duly com- 
mend myself as he did (conceited young varmint !) for what 
I have done. Very often a number of a paper is like my 
own " knowledge-box," got " nothing in it," so it lights the 
fire ; but if anything is worth keeping scissors and gum are 
brought to bear on it, and the cutting book thus becomes 
highly concentrated essence of 'cycling lore, or the creme 
de la creme of the weekly press. 

If any fellow maniac has an empty room or disused out- 
house at his command, he cannot do better than I did ; 
only I had no empty room or unused outhouse, but I had — 
a rubbish heap, both in my rooms and out in the garden. 
The one in the garden was removed, and on its site was 
erected a portable wooden shed. The rubbish heap (com- 
posed of "accessories") in my sitting-room was then removed 
into said shed. The shed itself was made by Lascelles, of 
Bunhill Row, and takes into twelve pieces ; the dimensions 
are twelve feet by eight feet, it has one door and three 
windows. The price was very low, considering what it is 
like. This shed, or workshop, or museum, is the source of 
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more amusement and delight to me than words can express. 
Can go there, lock myself in, and have a right-down good 
rave all by myself. There is a well-known adage that " if 
you want a thing out of the way, hang it up on the wall ; " 
accordingly I hang everything upon the wooden matched- 
boarding that I can, until I feel tempted to pay a boy a 
penny an hour to put up naih anywhere. It clears the 
floor wonderfully. My sitting-rnm being only large enough 
to swing Manx cats in, this workshop is a reservoir to 
receive the overflow of odds and ends. It is quite large 
enough for a bicycle to be turned wrong side up on a 
bicycle stand, and I am never happier than when a friend 
catches me ready " got up " for the character of Othello. 
[N.B.— I always ofifer to shake hands, but he usually bows 
distantly.] There is also a fitting vice — a most useful 
thing, and some day, perhaps, there'll be a back-geared 
lathe, and then they'll have to keep me in a padded room 
and let down my oil and emery through a hole in the 
ceiling. 

I've got a new saddle— Lamplugh and Brown's long 
distance saddle, price ten shillings. It is made on the 
suspension principle, with a long slot cut in the leather for 
ventilation, and to prevent that most irritating ridge from 
rising down the centre from back to front of the saddle. 
It is large, but exceedingly light. 

Can any member of the L.B.C. enlighten a fellow lunatic 
on the subject of mud splashes. My mania being exceed- 
ingly acute at times, and necessity knowing no laws — the 
jade ! though she is the mother of invention — I am com- 
pelled to ride all the year round in all sorts of weather, 
and often come home like a speckled hen, and have to be 
put before the fire and then beaten and brushed. I have 
brought my vast mind to bear on the subject of splash- 
boards, and necessity and her offspring invention have, 
so far, only produced miserable failures. It is'ut the hind 
wheel, remember, that does the mischief; it's the front, 
which being big, did ought to know better than go and 
throw mud at a poor madman behind his back. ''He 
kicked you first, did he ! well, and serve you right ; what 
were yer made for ? " A multum, or other bag behind the 
saddle, having saved me from being splashed on a tour, 
I tried a strip of oilcloth about a foot wide, from saddle- 
pouch to near the step, clamped on to spring to keep it in 
position. Then I found that front wheel threw the slush 
still at my legs. I am trying to invent a splash-board to 
go bom top of front fork to nearly opposite step to turn 
with ths front wheel \ in fact, a continued trouser-guard, 
only covered with leather or other material. Stays from 
the fork are to keep it in position like the old leg-rests of 
early Coventry machines ; bicycles reversed. Aid me, all 
ye men who ride in mud and have to look presentable at 
the end of it. By mud of course I mean liquid slush as 
weUas''jeUy"and "glue." 

Gallit-bell. 



A TOUR THROUGH THE MIDLANDS AND WALES. 
( Continued from page IB.) 
Next morning, Wednesday, the 7th, promised a fine day, 
there being a heavy white mist, and before we started^ 
about ten, the sun was sliining brilliantly. We had a very 
stiff hill out of the town, which lies quite in a hole, 
and had hard work to push up. A long hill down, 
and in about half a mile we left the Buxton Road, and 
turned down a lane to the left for Dovedale. Another 
long unrideable up, and a nasty bumpy ride of about two 
miles, brought us to Spen Lane, where there are four cross 
roads. We left our machines at a small " pub.," and set out 
on foot for the Dale. Ton take the road to the left down a 
long hill, and then turn to the right in the village of Thorpe. 
We soon left this road, which leads to the " Isaak Walton," 
and struck down over the fields to the right, where, on 
reaching the River Dove, you enter the famous Dovedale. 
We crossed the stream, and after following the road a little 
way, it suddenly ended, and we had to re-cross by some 
stepping stones partly under water. Here a boy calmly 
asked whether we should like donke3n3 up the valley, 
but we were not to be had. How it does spoil a place 
when one meets with this sort of thing, and people 
selling ginger beer and cakes ! As the guide-book which we 
had with us says, to give this far-famed valley the epithets of 
" terrific," awesome," and " dread," is simply absurd, but 
I should describe it as certainly fine and worth seeing. 
The Staffordshire side of the glen is, for the meet part, 
impassable. The waterfalls mentioned in our guide we 
failed to see ; at any rate there was no fall at all worthy of 
the name. To describe it roughly, and that is all that I 
intend doing, Dovedale is really a huge glen, for the most 
part well wooded, with a stream which has been called 
the " Princess of rivers " running through it. There are 
several fine, isolated rocks which rise up many feet in 
height, one named the Lion's Head, so called from the 
upper part somewhat resembling a crouching lion, being 
to my mind one of the finest. There are also some caves, 
one of which, termed Raynard's Hall, situated some way 
up the side of a cliff, has an archway about 30 feet 
by 15. Hindley, who had been here before, waited for 
me while I walked on about a mile to some other caves 
called the Doveholes. Upon my rejoining him we made 
our way back, and up to the " Isaak Walton " for lunch. 
This old inn, which appeared to be rather a resort of the 
brethren of the rod, is named after good old Isaak Walton, 
who, with his friend Charles Cotton, here exercised the 
gentle art. We bad a capital feed, and after a pipe, 
strolled back to where we had left our "jiggers." We got 
pretty fair directions as to our route, and started down 
a bumpy lane for Tissington. After crossing the main 
Ashbourne and Buxton road, we went through Tissington 
Park to the village from whence its takes it name. 
Here a sharp shower overtook us, which wetted the 
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roads in a most e£fectaal manner. As soon as it bad 
ceased, we again entered the park, and after about 
a mile and a balf came to a most awful down-bill. To 
ride a bicycle down was utterly impossible, as the track 
went down a place like the side of a quarry ; however, H. 
stuck to it on the " in." and rode it, rounding a fearful 
comer over a surface of .nothing but loose stones. I was 
quite astounded that he descended in safety, and after 
seeing it done was convinced that a Devon " could be 
taken down any hill provided the brake did not snap. At 
the bottom was a stream about twenty yards wide, with a 
narrow footbridge over it. A troop of horses were so scared 
at our appearance that they indulged in a stampede, getting 
wedged in on the bridge, one poor brute slipping one leg 
between the rails and cutting itself badly. There was only 
just room to wheel my " bi." over, so H. had the only 
alternative of riding through the stream. After a careful 
reconnoitre of the clear water, he started the " tri." with a 
spurt, and reached the middle of the stream, where he 
stuck. I, mounted on the bridge, occupied a special point 
of vantage to watch the proceedings, and some capital fun 
I had, laughing, I am afraid, in the most unfeeling manner 
until tlie tears ran down my face. A frantic shove on H.'s 
part would make the wheels turn once, and then he would 
stop for a moment and have a laugh. " Nearly over that 
time/' shouted he ; if I had gone a foot more to the right 
I should have gone into a two-foot hole." Another kick, 
and one wheel was on top of a big stone, with the machine 
all of a slant. Then another turn, and the front guiding 
wheel would run against an obstruction, and the ^'tri. 
would refuse to budge until its owner skilfuUy twisted 
or jerked it over. At last steed and rider reached the 
bank in safety, and in a few yards we got on to a 
road. Here we had our first introduction to that lovely 
consistency, wet lime, which we christened with the appro- 
priate name of " birdlime." It was a real limestone road 
m a very wet state, and we had quite enough of these roads 
during the next two days. After a couple of miles of level 
we began a long ascent of some miles, which we thought 
after a time quite good enough to walk. It might be ride- 
able in dry weather. At the top, the High Peak railway 
crosses the road by an iron bridge. At some cottages here 
we got some milk, and inquired the name of the hamlet- 
being informed that it reioiced in the name of "Iron Bridge," 
at any rate, that was all we could glean from the natives. 
We now had seven miles all downhill into Cromford. I 
can imagine that my readers will immediately say to them- 
selves, " What a splendid run." Tes, and so thought we, 
until we had gone a little way, the road becoming fearfully 
rutty, being a single track and as greasy as if it had been 
buttered. After one and a half miles you come to cross roads 
and turn to the right, passing through a lovely vale to 
Cromford. We rather lost the beauty of this scenery, a 
mist settling down, which, added to the ruts, now deeper 
than ever, variegated with loose stones, made riding very 
nasty — in fact, I elected walking as being the safest, and 
H. decidedly scored. At last we reached Matlock Bath, 
and put up at the "New Bath Hotel" (B.T.C.), a very 
good nouse. Distance ridden, sixteen miles. 

(To be continued,) 



ECHOES. 

Oliver Thorn was second in the mile, and W. F. M. 
Buckley was second in the five miles, at the Churchman's 
Union Sports at Oxford on the 10th instant. 

• •«•«• 

The L.B.C. ouffht to do well this year on the metropo- 
litan racing paths, with such flyers to represent it as 
Wadham Wyndham, Harold Smith, Oliver Thorn, and 
Griffiths. 

««••«• 

There is a rumour that Wyndham does not intend to 
train this year. We hope this is incorrect, as the Annual 
Race Meeting would seem incomplete if the " evergreen 
Waddy" (as one of the bicycling papers called him the 
other day) did not win some of the prizes and come in first 

in the District Race. 

• ••••« 

A meet of South of England bicyclists was held on 
the 10th at Brighton. Members of twenty-nine bicycle 
and two tricycle clubs took part. 

I hear it is unadvisable to remain in Winchester Cathedral 
after the evening service to inspect the tombs, windows, etc. 

• • • • • • 

That to descend a hill legs over the handles is the safer 
method was exemplified on Saturday by the comparatively 
light injuries Frank Kinder received from his cropper. I 

hear he is doing well. 

• ••••• 

It seems wonderful that a man can be catapulted ofif a 
bicycle travelling 25 miles an hour and only receive a 
bruise or two and lose a few inches of skin. It speaks well 
for the safety of our pursuit. 

m • • • ♦ 

Our members will do well to look to their tyres. I hear 
of two members coming to grief at Easter through this 
important part of a machine being loose. 

• ««••• 

The neighbourhood of Sidcup is being scoured for a piano 
for hire at a reasonable remuneration. Unfortunately the 
charges in the country seem to be higher than those in 
town. 

• •••«« 

The N.E. District has started a " bus ; " the W. has had 
one for some time, and there are two in S.E. stables. 
«••••• 

In some future epoch our yearly fight with Old Time or 
the via sacra will oe revealed to an admiring posterity, 
who will unearth from adjacent ditches handle-bars, spokes, 
cranks, and keys, "thick as autumnal leaves in Vallam- 
brosa strewn ; " so says our archssologist. 

««««•« 

Seventy miles in six and a half hours is pretty good 
time, but with a fair wind I hope to see Reading reached in 
considerably less time on Whit Monday. 

• ••««« 

The course was perhaps never in better order than it 
now is. Last year's stoning has done it much good. 
Near the finish, from Maidenhead to Slouffh, it is loose, 
and with a few bad holes that need daylight and care for 
safe negotiation. From Devizes to Reading, and especially 
over "The Downs" and through "The Forest," the surface 
was such that to run it at less than fourteen miles an hour 
would be flying in the face of Providence. 

• ••••• 

On the way from Bath the handle of Barker's macliine 
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came ofif as he was legs over/' and precipitated him into 
the wayside hedge. 

• ••••• 

It is said that no one jeers at a " home trainer '* now. 

• • • • « • 

A very good group of LB.C. men was taken hy the 
local photographer at Stonehenge last Saturday. 

«•••«■ 

Barrington, Trinity Cottage, James Street, is a bicycle 
maker and repairer worth Knowing at Bath in case of 
accidents. 

«•«««• 

It is a delusion to think that the Editorials in the 
Gazette are always written by the Editor. They are often 
written by others, and our readers can amuse themselves 
by endeavouring to find out their origin from the various 
styles of caligraphy. Rambleb. 

RACING FIXTURES. 
April 22. — Surrey B.C. Spring Meeting. 

29.— Four Events at Kilmarnock F.C. Sports. 
29.— Burnley C.C. Sports One and a half Miles 

Handicap. 
29. — L.A.C. Second Spring Meeting. 

QLovxtBptmlmct. 

To the Editor ((f the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sir,— I cordially agree with Theo. Godlee and " K. P." 
when they point out that the Club has proved itself any- 
thing but played out this year, but I must join issue with 
tliem on the subject of winter entertainments. The former 
writer thinks the late Promenade Concert has justified bis 
letter of the 2drd September last, while the latter considers 
that it was a mistake, and a mistake fully comprehended 
by the Committee." 

My humble opinion is, that the failure of the concert 
was not in the slightest degree connected with the reasons 
so ablv expressed by the fluent pen of our N.E. D.C., and 
though I agree with him that the comparative indifference 
to the entertainment in question is not far to seek, I think 
it is to be sought for in another direction. There is no 
doubt the secret of the failure was, that the object of the 
concert, viz., to aid the Club funds, was taken away by 
H. G. A. Brown's resolution at the General Meeting. This 
resolution — however much I may disagree with it in prin- 
ciple, I do not wish to discuss now — no doubt completely 
annihilated the locus standi of the concert, and that is the 
reason of the failure, and I should like to see anyone prove 
otherwise. As to " K. F/s " remark that the whole affair 
was a mistake fully comprehended by the Committee, he 
is right so far that most if not all of the members com- 
posing the Sub-Committee— to whom, I suppose, he alludes 
— came to the conclusion on the night of the performance 
that it was a mistake to have given the concert after 
Brown's resolution was carried, but he is entirely wrong in 
thinking that any other reason induced them to conclude 
that the concert ought not to have been given. 

Paraolete. 

To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. , 
Sir, — I am afraid I am one of those whom McCullum 
Hill's pathetic lament over the decline of the L.B.C. did 
not affect very deeply. We are a bicycle club ; and surely 
the attendances at the opening meets may be regarded as a 



better proof of our vitality than a Promenade Concert, 
sparsely attended, is of our supposed decadence. 

It was unfortunate for its success that the concert took 
place at a time when the weather and roads were calling 
us — I speak from a bicyclist's point of view — to better 
things. Nobody r^^ts more tnan I do that so much 
loyal work for the Cmb should have met with the result it 
did ; but was it wholly unexpected ? I remember hearing, 
from one whose opinion I do not think your correspondent 
would impu^, that he did not imagine for an instant that 
the concert m question would prove a pecuniary success. 

When our uniform is no longer seen on the roads in every 
part of EnffUnd it will be time for us, swan-like, to chant 
our funeral dirge. We may not be making a stir by some 
musical or dramatic enterprise, but these are only subsidiary 
elements in our existence, and as long as we stick to our 
bicycles I do not think anyone should assert that the L.B.C. 
is doing nothing. • ^. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sir, — While the great question of the attendance of 
members at Club runs, concerts, etc., is being debated, it 
will perhaps not be altogether out of place if I ask the kind 
consideration of the more energetic members of the Club 
for those who are generally absentees. ^ There are probably 
many members who have great pride in belonging to the 
L.B.C., but who are from press of work (and, perhaps, want 
of practice), seldom able to appear at the meets or social 
gatherings. Personally I can seldom do so, as the claims 
of a government office seldom allow me to leave sufiiciently 
early to join my District, and it is by no means easy to 
reach a remote western suburb after a concert or dinner in 
the heart of London. — I am, yours faithfully, 

A West-District Mbuber. 



THE GREAT CAP QUESTION. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — ^Your correspondents do not seem to be aware that 
there exists a club pattern of cap cover with peak and 
puggaree, which to my thinking turns the cap into a most 
comfortable headdress for hot weather ; at least it was so 
voted in the Pyrenean expedition of 1879. The material 
is grey alpaca, with a leather stiffening for the peak. The 
cover ana puggaree can be easily detached from the saddle. 
I have tned a helmet, but prefer the club cap, with 
cover, etc., for all-round use. C. R. Hutchings. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

C. A. B. — ^The change in your address has been noted. 
Thanks. 

W. X. W. — Not at all frivolous. Some more of a similar 
pattern will be welcome. 

D. R. S. — Your account will appear in an early issue. 

A. W. B.— The " Genial Mark'^ left Maidenhead a long 
time ago. 

B. A.— Next week. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribations must be addressed to The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcbeap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday erening. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eostcheap, London, E.C.— April 13, 1882. 



Digitized by 



Google 



u 

An Official Eeookd of the Runs, Baces, and other Doings of the L.B.C. 
Vol. V. No. 7.] ^™^?A^];g?5^,LM^^ April 20, 1882. 



OONT 



Editorial 49 

L.B.C. V. O.TT.BLC 49 

(reneral Meet at HaUiford 49 

The Blue Book 60 

Mre. Candle, Jnnr., on Tricycle Biding 50 

A Removable Mndgnard 50 

Fixtures for Club Meets. 61 

Saturday Buns 61 



NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of oopy for Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdasns. 



The idea, taken up by oxir contributor " Galley Bell," of 
cutting out all the plums of bicycling literature and insert- 
ing them in a scrap-book, was an excellent one, and one 
which in old days would have been well worthy of the con- 
sideration of our readers. We say, however, advisedly, the 
idea was an excellent one, but it is so no longer, for it 
would now be most selfish on the part of any one of our 
members to keep any item of particular interest solely for 
his own especial behoof. Now and in the future the Qazbttb 
should take the place of the old-fashioned and superannuated 
scrap-book. In the Gazeite members should, metaphori- 
cally speaking, paste their cuttings, and not only their 
cuttings but the records of their pleasant runs, their 
adventures, and their opinions on things bicycling and 
things appertaining to our Club. They will reap their 
own reward, for in after days they will be able to wile 
away many a leisure hour in perusing the accounts of 
many a well-spent holiday, a well-contested race, or a 
sociable Club run, and in contributing to our paper they 
will find still more interest in it than they did before they 
first sent up "copy." The number of our contributors w 
steadily increasing, and we hope we are slowly but surely 
approaching that happy time when the member who does 
not write for his Gazettb will be as rare in the Club as the 
typical black swan is amongst birds. 
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L.B.O. V. O.U.Bi.C. 

I shall be glad if any members wishing to represent the 
dub in the above match at Oxford on May 20th, will let 
me know as soon as possible. I have at present more 
quality than quantity. T. E. Sgbuttoit, Captain. 

Copsefield, Buckhurst Hill. 

GENERAL MEET. 

The arrangements made by the District Captains for the 
General Meet at Halliford on the 29th inst. are as follows 

The N.E. will leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 sharp (there 
will be no meet at Sybom's Comer). They will proceed to 
" Jack Straw's," where they should join the N.W., who meet 
at that point at 4.0 ; the two Districts proceed together to 
Eew. 

The W. meet at the " Coach and Horses," Kew, at 6.0, 
and proceed with the N.E. and N.W. to Kingston Station. 

The 8.W. meet at Kingston Station at 5.30, and ride with 
the N.E., N.W., and W. to Halliford. 

The S.E. Blackheath Division meet at Lewisham Church 
at 3.15 sharp, and joins the Croydon Division, who leave 
Central Croydon Station at 4.0 sharp, and proceed direct to 
Halliford. 

No District is expected to wait more than ten minutes for 
another District, and in the case of the S.R no law will be 
allowed by the Croydon Division. 

As this is the first General Meet of the season, and 
Halliford so favourite a spot, it is hoped members will make 
a particular e£fort to be present. 

For the D.C.'s, Thbo. Godlkr. 
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THE BLUE BOOK. 

The Blae Book seems fated to contain some cnrious 
mistakes, and as I myself revised the proof I have only 
myself to blame for the following, which I beg to correct : — 

W. K. Adam should be W. not N.E. 
John Scott should be S.E. not N.E. 
W. G. Turpin should be N.W. not N.E. 

but there are four or five gentlemen who seem to have been 
elected at no particular date and to belong to no particular 
district. Perhaps the Hon. Sec. can explain this; and 
surely L. A. Wynne is not a country member. — Yours 
faithfully, Theo. Godlse. 

BICYCLE UNION. 

BiFOBT OF EUOUTIVl MUTINOS HELD AT 17, IbONUONOXB LaKI. 

The following clubs have joined the Union: — ^The 
Saturn, Incognito, and Beumond. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed official 
handicappers to the B.U. : — H. M. Oliver, of Birmingham, 
for the Midlands ; and W. Piatt, of Manchester, for the 
Northern Counties. 

The petition with reference to Universal Bye-Laws has 
been forwarded to the Bight Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, for 
presentation to the Local Government Board. 

A Local Centre for Newcastle-on-Tyne has been ratified 

Discussion with reference to the Tricycle Championship 
and handicapping has occupied considerable time. 

The adjourned meeting of the Council, and a special 
meeting of the Council, will be held at Manchester Hotel, 
Aldersgate Street, on the 27th inst., at 6.30 p.m. 
[It is desirable that all our representatives should attend 

this meeting. — Bd,] 

MRS. CAUDLE, JUNR., ON TRICYCLE RIDING. 
We are indebted to the Tricycling Journal for the 
following : — 

"LAMPa 

Caudle, dear, I think I shall give up riding with you 
on the tricycle until you have got lamps that will burn, and 
know where they ought to be carried. It is one thing to risk 
one's bones as I do, but quite another to sit still and be 
burned to death on the machine. Have mid that h^are. 
Well, if that's the way you taunt me / nmer will ride with 
you again, so there is an end of the matter. You won't 
take my advice, and I will not be imposed upon any longer. 
Taking your advice has caused all the mischi^. Caudle, I 
wonder you aren't afraid to close your eyes in sleep, after 
saying such a wicked thing. You never used to treat 
me like this before you bought the tricycle. ! I 
begin to see it all now. That tricycle is to be my 
death. You found you could not injure my spine by 
the fly-away back, and you are going to compass your 
purpose by the lamps. Ifo, the cucumber has not given 
me indigestion. Women with such husbands as you, 



Caudle, die of something worse than indigestion, ffow 
can the lamps compass my death. How, CaudJe ? Well, I 
wonder at your coolness asking such a question. Hasn't 
my life been a perfect burden with your oils, and mixtures, 
and messes. Is there a yard of flooring in the kitchen 
which is not soaked with oil ? Isn't the back-parlour carpet 
ruined with the oil spots ? And didn't I break the best 
bone of my stays when you let the oil-can fall on the table 
cloth ? You couldn't help my jumping. No, Caudle, but 
you knew the state of my nerves, and let the can drop on 
purpose. Anything else. Well, I never ! What more do 
you want ? You make me ride without a light in the dark, 
like an unquiet ghost out for a day ; then you hook a lamp 
under the seat, and set it flaming so that my riding skirt is 
set alight, and I am nearly burned alive, like an ancient 
martyr. The skirt only cost tenpence. What if it did? 
I can't afford to have a special riding dress made for me 
like Mrs. Leni has : more shame for you. Caudle, who don't 
know a gingham from a satinette when it's on your wife's 

back. But my mind's made up at last, and I'll never . 

What sort of a lamp do 1 want? If you'll give over 
kicking the bed clothes, I'll tell you. What I want is a 
candle lamp. None of your new-fangled oils for me, slop- 
ping and spilling and spluttering out. Go back to what 
they used in early times — the candle 1 What does the 
Bible say ? Well, what f Only to think. Caudle, that you 
are forgetting the Scriptures in that way. Well, what do 
they say f Why, don't they ask, " Where was Noah when 

the candle " Caudle, for shame of yourself, laughing 

in that way. I say it is in the Bible, and even Saucy 
knows it. You've given me such a turn — Noah— candle — 
tricycle— oil— martyr. Job." 

A REMOVABLE MUDGUARD. 
I have for some time past been in the habit of using the 
following arrangement when riding over wet gravel or sandy 
roads. I have an old waterproof cape, a " Live Anti- 
pluvium," which cost me some five or six shillings when 
new, did good service during two seasons, and is still useful 
for the purpose I am about to describe. I fold this from the 
sides so as to form a band four or five inches wide. The 
coUar fastens in front with a hook and chain, so as to be a 
little open, and the lower part of the band is kept in 
position down the centre of the back by a strap fastened 
round the waist. After a ride in showery weather I take 
this off thickly crusted with red gravel, but a wet sponge 
cleans it in two minutes, and it keeps my jacket perfectly 
clean. It may be thought that it would feel hot to the 
back, but in ordinary weather I do not find it so. The 
dodge is not original with me ; I saw it mentioned in one 
of the bicycling papers. " Norfolk Dumpukq." 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
F. W. Harrold's address is now 12, Hereford (Jardens, 
Park Lane, W. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Bate. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


1 Lea Bridge Road, 
^ I 8.80, and Sybom's 
K J Comer, 8.46, for 
^ 1 Sppiho. 


" Jack Straw's 
Ca8Ue'*8.45for4.0, 
Shbnlbt ("Black 
lion.") (TaUyHo! 
Comer, 4.26.) 


8.45, for Gbkabo*b 
Cbobs ( " The 
BnlL" ) 


4.16, Kingston Sta- 
tion for ClBCULAB 

Bun.— SeeNotioe. 


4.0, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Eabt Gbinstead 
('Bailway Hotel') 


4.0,"Hare&BiUet,'» 
for Fabninohax 
("The Lion,") 



April 29. — Genxbal Meet for Halufobd. — See Notice, page 49. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.B. DlflTBIOT. 

April 15. The N.E. mustered badly for the run to 
Sidcup, as six at the start is not creditable to the little 
District. The usual route was taken by James's Lane and 
Ilford Flats and so on to East Ham, where Child turned 
back ; his place was, howerer, filled by Ashley Barrett, who 
was found waiting at Woolwich. So far the roads were 
exceptionally good and firm. A very few minutes' waiting 
was necessary here for the boat, and on the other side of the 
water four S.E. men and a visitor were in readiness as an 
escort. De mortuis nil nisi borum is an old saying, and I 
always think the same principle applies to one's neighbours' 
roads, so I will for obvious reasons say nil of them, except 
that one or two rash North-easters could not understand 
why it is dangerous to ride datvn Shooter's Hill. At Sidcup 
a large and cheerful company, including one N.E. member 
in the person of the Captain, was waiting, and everything 
was most pleasant, of which the S.E. District Captain will 
no doubt give an account. The return journey, over roads 
of which again I am silent, was unfortunately diversified by 
a smash to Lloyd's crank in Woolwich, which necessitated 
his training home, while the balance, with the addition of 
C. Newman, rode quietly home over their familiar roads. 
Present : Ashley Barrett, T. Child, G. H. Gibbs, Lloyd, 
Long, Lyne, T. E. Scrutton, and 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W., W., AKD S.W. AT West Deayton. 
It is an unusual thing to have to report the absence of 
the D.C. in the N.W., but such was the case last Saturday, 
through indisposition. A somewhat late start was made 
from Hampstead, and the usual road taken to Hendon 
Station, where a dismount was made for the Highbury 
contingent, but as none of them were to be seen a fresh 
start was made, and we rode t^ strong, via Wembly Park, 
into the Perivale lanes, where Alison and a visitor were 
met. At Greenford the " Northern Guide " oflfered to take 
us by a much better road, but betrayed our confidence by 
losing himself in the maze of lanes about here, and eveor 
tually— after leading us through a brickfield— landed us at 



our destination about 6.45 p.m. Here we met a goodly 
number of W. and S.W. men, besides Bamett, who had 
ridden with the W., and Marchant, who is temporarily 
lost to the N.W. Hindley also arrived just as tea was 
finished, having missed his way and wandered sadly. 

The return journey was made via the Uxbridge Road, 
Hanwell, and Greenford to Harlesden Green, and then 
along Walm Lane into the Edgware Road, where the party 
broke up. Distance 38 miles. 

There was a very refireshing muster of the West at the 
stable, and five minuteslwere spent in trying and admiring 
Smith's new "Humber" tricycle and Koch's "Rucker." 
(N.B. — We must call attention to his unwonted aestheticism 
— the basket-work box in front of his handles for wild 
flowers looks so very idyllic that we suspect its usual con- 
tents a little.) We took a very *'laney" route through 
Norwood, Bull's Bridge, and Sipson, and after passing a 
curious mixture of gravel, fields of wallflowers, stones, 
orchards, brickkilns, and watersplashes, West Drayton was 
reached in an hour and a half 

Four members of the S.W. were present, who enjoyed an 
uneventful ride from and to various points of the compass. 

The three Districts sat down to a good tea at the 
" De Burgh Hotel," with a very moderate bill. We were 
forced, unfortunately, to put up with the coffee room, but 
on another occasion the genial landlord promises a much 
better room upstairs, with a very large balcony, which 
seems to suggest a quiet smoke on a summer evening while 
listening to some Western substitute for W. Johns at the 
piano inside. Present : 

JV. W.—J. W. Alison, C. S* Aiken, H. Bamett, P. Dalton, 
F. M. Elgood, C. L. Hill, E. H. Hindley, A. H. Lown, 
A. S. Morris, E. S. Price, Messrs. Allport, Letchford, 
McBean, and Tulloch (visitors) ; total 15. 

W.—F, Des Vceux, H. A. Des Vceux, A. H. Koch, Dr. 
Langmore, J. F. Marchant, E. Scott, W. A. Smith, 0. Thorn, 
E. A. Weeks, Messrs. Becker, Savery, and Nicholson 
(visitors) ; total 13. 
S, W.—K J. Sherriff, H. H. Sherriff, C. Taylor, and 
W. T. Hell, D.C.'s Substitute, N.W. 
Daniel T. Nops, District Captain, W. 
A. E. Buckler, District Captain, S.W. 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



S.R Dmtbict. 
April 15. This afternoon we had the pleasure of meeting 
the N.E. at the "Black Horse," Halfway Street, and, fur- 
ther, we were honoured with the presence of our Captain. 
Six men (including G. Newman of the N.W., whom we 
were very glad to see) started from the Central Croydon 
Station at 4.30, and took the long route over Hayes Com- 
mon through Farnborough, Orpington, and St. Mary Cray. 
About a quarter past six the N.E., accompanied by the 
Blackheath Division, rode up in imposing style. After 
several members had inspected and tested one of the S.£. 
" Sociables " (which brought N. Carr and H. N. Sharp, and 
took them back too soon), we adjourned to the tea table, 
where we made a merry party, and where, when the time 
for music came, the N.E. tenor, the ex-Editor, and one or 
two other songsters gave us capital renderings of several 
good old English songs, which were much enjoyed. Our 
only regret was that they had nobody to accompany them : 
there was the piano, but Johns was not able to come. It 
is feared our visitors did not get much enjoyment out of 
the S.E. roads this time. When next they care to cross 
the river to join us, which will, it is hoped, be at no distant 
date, and when the days are rather longer, a special effort 
must be made to give them a rendezvous surrounded by 
some really good roads. On our return journey we had to 
ride very carefully through St. Mary Cray. The whole 
town seemed to be out in the streets, dancing and jumping 
about to the melodious strains of a brass band, instead of 
being in bed, for it was nearly ten o'clock. As we were 
rattling home over the stones we remembered that next 
Saturday (22nd), all being well, we should have some really 
nice roads to navigate — ^indeed, can we find a nicer run 
than that to East Grinstead, and where can one be treated 
better than at the "Railway Hotel?" Present: Two 
visitors, and the following nineteen members : The Captain^ 
G. P. Beck, N. Carr, R, G. Prancis, S. Herbert, P. C. 
Marten, H. G. Middleton, A. Morley, C. Newman (N.W.), 
J. C. Oswald, C. K Parker, L. Potter, C, P. Schmettau, 
J. H. Scrutton, H. N. Sharp, S. P. Smith, S. E. Whealler, 
P. M. Williams, and 

H. G. A. Bbown, District Captain. 



S.W. DiSTEiOT.— Impoetant Notice. 

The route of the Circular Run next Saturday, the 22nd 
instant, will be as follows : — 

We leave Kingston Station at the usual time, taking the 
Leatherhead road as far as Hook ; we then turn to the left 
and ride by lanes to Epsom, and from thence by the downs 
to EwelL Tea at the " Glyn Arms." 

I trust that the shortness of the run and the proximity 
of the stopping place to our respective homes will tempt 
some of those members whom we have not seen this season 
to give us the pleasure of their company. 

Abthitb K Buckler, District Captain. 



THE HUNDRED OP HOO. 
The following is addressed to bond fide potterers, not to 
Bath-race maniacs : — 

The Hundred of Hoo is almost unknown to bicyclists. 
My own mind has for long turned to cross that ''dark con- 
tinent," and at last, unmindful of the prophecy, 
" Whoever rides to the Hundred of Hoo, 
Bendes drtmken tulors wiU find dirt enoo," 

the Substitute and I started on an exploring expedition. 
By the way we saw Stone church, which lies off the road 
between Dartford and Gravesend. We mean to inspect it 
more thoroughly on another occasion, and everybody who 
takes an interest in architecture should do likewise. The 
next place of interest was the tea and watercress gardens 
at Springhead, lying two miles south of Gravosend. Here 
we actually had tea on our way home in an arbour, amongst 
a large crowd of excited but sober excursionists ; the water- 
cress beds are worth seeing. At Cobham, where we lunched, 
we made a discovery, whicb may be new also to others. 
Behind the church is a very interesting and ancient alms- 
house called " the college." Prom Gobham we rode through 
beautiful country to Shorne, and then entered the Hundred. 
The road to Cooling Castle is very good, winding in that 
eccentric manner dear to a potterer's heart. Cooling Castle 
was a surprise ; it is in fine preservation, one gateway being 
almost perfect. I don't mean to fill up the Gazette by 
describing it ; enterprising people should go and see it for 
themselves. 

Prom Cooling we rode to Cliffe, and thence by a fairly 
good road to Gravesend. So much as we saw of the Hun- 
dred was interesting, the road to Cooling was grand, and 
we are full of eagerness to follow it up to the Isle of Grain. 

Douglas Smith. 

IRISH BICYCLE ASSOCIATION. 
A preliminary meeting of this society was held on Satur- 
day at the Wicklow Hotel, Dublin, for the establishment 
of the above association. The objects arrived at are the 
arrangement of the annual race meetings at which the 
Amateur Championships for Ireland shall be decided, the 
holding of the annual general meet of Irish bicyclists, and 
the promotion in every possible way of the sport of 'cycling 
in Ireland. Eleven delegates attended. The rules of the 
proposed association were discussed and passed provisionally, 
and the following officers were elected : — ^Hon. sec., J. H. 
Craig, 41, Dame Street; hon. treasurer, R. Johnson, 28, 
T.C.D. Clubs desirous of joining should communicate at 
once with the hon. sec— Sportsman. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
Por Sale.— A 56-inch " D. H. P." bicycle, nickel plated, 
double ball bearinga New last summer, and has only been 
ridden a hundred miles or so. Cost £23 ; owner wants to 

Suit, and will take £ih — ^Apply A. Barker, Chepstow Road, 
Iroydon. 
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A TOUR THROUGH THE MmLANDS AND WALES. 
( Cbntinusdfram our last,) 
Thursday, Sept. 8. — We were up betimes, and had a 
stroll before breakfast, but the mist prevented us seeing 
the beautiful surroundings of Matlock. But from what we 
did see, I am sure a day might be very pleasantly spent in 
the neighbourhood. The River Derwent runs through the 
valley, high cliffs overhanging it on the left bank. The 
" Dripping Wells," where various things are put in, and 
after some time become petrified, we did not visit, nor the 
caverns, some of which, I hear, are worth seeing. We did 
not get under weigh until ten o'clock, the roads being in 
the same awful mess as on the previous evening. I know 
of no better word to describe the surface than birdlime. 
Lumps of the composition would come up with the wheel, 
and constantly fall off into one's shoes. I wonder whether 
"Galley Bell" the " Cyclomaniac " has ever had this 
experience. If so, I think his ravings at such a time must 
have been dreadful to hear. Matlock straggles along for 
about two miles, and in Matlock Bridge H. espied a railway 
station. He went for that station, and declared he would 
drive the " 'bus" no further. Finding a train was due in 
two minutes, he whipped off his luggage, left the tricycle in 
the station yard to take care of itself, and booked for Rowsley 
J unction. I thought I could tackle the six miles by road to 
the same place, so agreed to meet him there. The road just 
here crosses the Derwent, and then goes to the left. 
Presently I had the pleasure of seeing my companion fly 
by in the express, being taken along by a couple of 
engines. The same foul surface continued all the 
way past Darley Dale, and on to Rowsley, sometimes 
worse, and sometimes a little better. On rejoining Hindley, 
we determined to walk to Chatsworth, so we left my bicycle 
and the luggage at the station, and tramped down the road 
and through the Park. As this neighbourhood has been 
described by the N.E District Captain so recently {vide Nos. 
18 and 22, Vol. IV.), I need not enlarge on it. We did 
Chatsworth House and grounds, being amused at what the 
attendant in the latter described as the " Weepin' Wilier," 
vhich consists of a leaden tree with innumerable jets at the 
end of the branches. The trick is to entice some unfortunate 
to go under the tree, the attendant in the meantime quietly 
retiring behind a rock and turning on the water. This is 
immediately followed by a drenching shower from jets all 
round, concealed on the ground, and the whole combination 
would take at least a Boyton suit to protect one from the 
effect. The large conservatory, which covers an acre of 
ground, is a thing to be seen, especially when one knows 
that it was from this and the adjoining house that Sir 
Joseph Paxton designed the Crystal Palace. Inside the 
house there are many things to be seen, but one is hurried 
along so that a passing glance can only be had of most 
objects. Leaving Chatsworth, we made our way through 
the Park to Edensor, where there is a capital inn just out* 



side the gates. We took the omnibus back to Rowsley, 
passing no end of game on the adjoining land, in fact I never 
remember seeing so many partridges and pheasants at one 
time before. We badintendedgoingto Castleton and the High 
Peak district from here and explore some of the wonderful 
caverns, but on seeing what Derbyshire roads were like in 
unsettled weather, agreed that we had planned too much. 
We accordingly sent H.'s baggage on by train to Bakewell, 
and I rode my machine alongside H. We stopped to see 
Haddon Hall (also described by Godlee), one of the finest 
specimens of an old baronial castle remaining in England. 
It is uninhabited now, but visitors are allowed to go over 
three-fourths of it. Ooing through it, we were shown an 
old Roman sink, or something of the sort, and one of us 
was irreverent enough to say that if only the N.Q. were 
with us he would like to have it placed in the road for him 
to ride his " hi." over as a mark of his great respect for 
anything Roman. But this is too rough on old Jack. 
Leaving Haddon, we strolled quietly into Bakewell, and 
not liking the look of the B.T.C. house, put up at the 
" Rutland Arms," having no reason to regret our choice. 
Bakewell is a quiet old country town, not possessing many 
attractions to anyone except fishermen. We found one or 
two of them in our hotel, and sat talking in the smoking- 
room to one of them for a long time. He had toiled all 
day and caught two trout, but seemed fairly satisfied. 
Distance from Matlock Bath to Bakewell direct, ten miles ; 
and no rain for once. 

Friday, September 9th, opened with a splendid morn- 
ing, and we determined to do some walking. H. took 
the train to Miller's Dale Station, where I agreed to 
meet him. I started along the Buxton road, and had a 
fair time of it for once. A good road (it was dry) 
through pretty country, and up a beautiful valley, brought 
me to the village of Taddington, situated among bleak 
hills. I had to walk the last couple of miles up a long 
hill, the latter part of the work being very warm under 
a hot sun. Ooing through the village, in half a mile 
I came to the " Waterloo Inn," where I left my machine, 
and walked down a lane on the right, meeting H. half way 
to Miller's Dale. At the station you cross a stream, and 
go through a gate along a path running beside the river up 
Chee Dale. There is a notice here saying that blasting 
operations are going on up the clififs overhead, and that 
persons walking along here do so at their own risk of being 
hit by falling stones. We were fortunate enough to get 
along safely, and had a most beautiful walk for about 
three miles, sometimes through woods overhanging the 
stream with cliffs towering up above us, and then through 
narrow gorges, with only just room for the stream and 
narrow path. When we reached the Buxton road again 
(this walk is well worth doing and should not be omitted), 
H. made for that town while I had a two-mile walk 
back on to the hills to the house where I had left my 
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machine. Here I found a thunderstorm brewing, and 
jufit as I mounted, down came a heavy shower ; but 
with the gradient in my flavour I soon ran out of it, 
and downhill for some way. I found the road, nearing 
Buxton, wet and greasy, but managed to get over the ruts 
without a dismount. I certainly think Hancock's patent 
sliding — I beg pardon, I mean non-slipping tjrres — ^are a 
grand improvement over the ordinary, although they do, 
perhaps, hold on a wet road more. I reached Buxton 
(1025 feet above the sea) about the same time as H., and 
there being no B.T.C. house here we had some little bother 
in finding quarters. At last we put up at the " Leewood 
Hotel," which was rather expensive, but I fancy all houses 
are more or less so in this town. We were no sooner housed 
than a pelting shower came on, so we ordered dinner and 
then mooned about the town, which seemed quite deserted 
and painfully slow. It appeared very prettily situated 
among the hills, but owing' to the dulness did not appear 
to advantage. For want of something better to do, on our 
coming across a number of Bath chairs standing for hire, 
H., with his usual sporting turn of mind, suggested we 
should engage a couple and get the men to race, but on 
second thoughts it seemed scarcely feasible. After a 
lounging walk we turned into the Pavilion, and heard 
some fair orchestral music. This brought the time to 8.30, 
so we returned to our hotel and had tea. On going into 
the smoking-room we were surprised and very pleased 
to find the " Lewtnong " (H. Jennings) reclining on the 
sofa. He had made his way to Buxton from Louth, and 
knowing we were due there had traced us to the ''Leewood." 
I now leave him to take up the story for the time he was 
with me. Distance from Bakewell direct 12 miles. 

My experience of Derbyshire makes me think that 'cycling 
certainly does not pay in anything but very fine weather, 
and then the rider must expect rough roads. I regretted 
very much not being able to see the High Peak district, 
but the fates were against us. W. J. WzLLum 

(To be continued.) 



A MISSING LINE. 

In vol. i., page 171, in an article entitled " More Hants 
Roads," Owen Roe, after describing the road from Romsey 
through Stockbridge to FuUerton Bridge, along the vale of 
the Test, asks for information about the road from the 
latter place on to Whitchurch, as likely to complete a 
pleasant variation from the usual route to South Hamp- 
shire via Winchester. 

After a run down to the New Forest with a friend at 
Easter, we agreed to return by Stockbridge and Whit- 
church. Following Owen Roe's directions, we had no 
difficulty in making our way to Fullerton Bridge without 
encountering any of the steep hills, which we should have 
assuredly seen more of if I had not, as our late Editor has 



so epigrammatically put it, "bound my back numbers." 
Here the road, after crossing the river, turns sharp to the 
right, and has a capital surface with one or two little 
pitches as far as the village of Hurstboume Priors, where 
it joins the main road about a mile the Salisbury side of 
Whitchurch (11 miles from Stockbridge). The soeneiy all 
the way from Romsey is varied and interesting, and I can 
heartily commend this road to anyone who may have the 
strange taste to prefer the even tenour of waterside ways 
to the more exciting occupation of scaling breezy heights 
over the chalky downs. R G. Fbabgis. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

April 22.— Surrey B.C. Spring Meeting. 

29.— Four Events at Kilmarnock F.C. Sports. 

29.— Burnley C.C. Sports One and a half Miles 
Handicap. 

29. — L.AC. Second Spring Meeting. 
May 6. — Horninglow Athletic Sports. 

13. — ^La Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 

20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 

20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 

20.— L.A.G. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Paul's School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 
June 1. — L.A.C. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap 

3.— West Kent B.C. Hace Meeting, Crystal Pahice. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10. — Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10. — Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — ^Widues Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
20. — London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 
22. — St. Bartholomew's Hospital at Stamford Bridge. 
24. — ^Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 
24. — London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
29. — ^L. A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicycle Handicap. 
July 1. — ^Blackheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 

8. — Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 

8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 

8. — Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 

8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15. — ^L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — EaBtboume B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
29. — Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 
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ECHOES, 

The Black Horse " at Halfway Street is a capital inn 
for a dub tea, and the proprietor evidently understands 
his business. The twenty-seven N.R and S.K men were 
regaled with chops, steaks, eggs, marmalade, etc., etc., for 
the moderate sum of two shillings each. The only draw- 
back was the bad roads in the vicinity. 

• ••••• 

A pleasing feature of the meet was the presence of G. 
Newman. It is seldom that the S.K have the pleasure of 
welcoming any of their N.W. friends, though they would 
like to do so more often. 

• ••••• 

At first the N.E. appeared to possess all the musical 
talent, and the S.E. were beginning to feel rather out of it, 
but Parker came to the rescue with a short song of thirteen 
verses, with an elaborate chorus after each, and even Lyne 

couldn't do more than that. 

• ••«•« 

The ancient custom of giving the Captain— when he 
belongs to another District — three cheers with musical 
honours on his first appearance each year in the S.E. was 

carried out with gusto. 

• ••••• 

The tuner says that piano wants playing on. 

• ••••• 

It is a curious fikct that an ''invading'' district always 
thinks their neighbours' roads worse than their own, but it 
is more curious still that it is usually quite true. The 
N.E. took an independent N.W. man home to confirm their 
view last Saturday, and he did. 

The only reason I can assign to this fallacy is that the 
roads for some miles on each side of the Thames appear to 
be the very worst in their respective district& 

^ « ♦ • • • 

Sweets to the sweet," as a S.E. man said when he put 
the seventh lump of sugar in the ez-Editor*s tea-cup the 
other night. It is said this ardent love of sugar has some- 
thing to do with his being such a fly — er. 

The rain has improved the condition of the ^'via sacra." 
On Saturday last the West " 'bus " was driven firom 
Reading to Maidenhead (13 miles) in Ih. 10m., the surface 
of the road being irreproachable. From Maidenhead to 
the celebrated milestone it was not quite so good, being 
rather loose in places, but still better than usual. 

• ••••• 

I am glad to hear that '^Facilis Descensus" has not 
given up riding, and that he is still to be seen occasionally 
helping to drive a double tri. about ''the fair land of 
Eukladia." I can't help expressing a hope that his altm' 

ego, the old Dutch clock, is stiU in existence. 

• ••••• 

B. G. Francis has ridden up the old Ghislehurst Hill. 



W. A. Smith has been elected Captain of the Eew Bridge 
Swimming Club for the ensuing season. 

«•««•• 

I understand the ex-Editor gave his companions quite 
enough of his hind wheel during the Bath trip. 

• • • • • • 

I am told that the Australians have instituted a Bicycle 
Union. It will be interesting to hear their definition of an 
amateur. 

• « • • • • 

On the 29th inst there is to be a grand Tricycle Meet at 
Barnes. 

• ••••• 

The New York Courier informs me that "Edison has 
been experimenting with a 60-inch bicycle and electricity. 
By storing electricity in the backbone he gets both driving 
power and light. The process is to be patented, and then 
will be made public. He expects to * revolutionize' bicycling. 
Menlo Park wiU soon have this new industiy." 

• ••••• 

The roads from Buckhurst Hill to Loughton and on to 
Epping are being remade, and are in a very bad and loose 
condition. 

• ••••• 

The Bicycling Touring Club have deputed Mr. Eaton, M.P.| 
to request H.B.H. the Prince of Wales for his patronage. 

• • • • • • 

I hear that the North won the Lacrosse Match, and that 
A. Barrett — a member's brother — distinguished himself on 
the losing side. 

Our old friends the members of the Otter Swimming dub 
held their Annual General Meeting a fortnight ago. The 
report was most satisfactory, and the Club, which now 
numbers 109 members, appears to be in a flourishing state. 
R. Newman, of ours, is again on the committee. 

The One Hundred Miles Professional Championship at the 
Leicestershire Cricket Ground on the 8th inst was won by 
Lees, in 6 hrs. 49 min. 

• •««•• 

I hear there was no end of a bobbery in the editorial 
sanctum when it was discovered that the aspirate had been 
left out in a certain Greek quotation in the last issue. The 
only consolation was that Curtis appears to be the only 
member who found out the omission. Bambleb. 



To the Editor qftke London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — Your correspondent, " Paraclete," in the first 
paragraph of his letter, promises to join issue with me on 
the subject of the Promenade Concert 
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Wherein he does so I am at a loss to conceive, though I 
have read his letter carefully several times. 

On the contrary, his views seem to be in excellent har- 
mony with my own, and I should think also with those 
of every member of the Club who was not on the Sub- 
committee, and for whom McCullum Hill's lecture was 
intended. 

Paraclete admits that the concert was a mistake, and 
the reason he gives is that the Sub-Committee had the 
wind taken out of their sails by H. G. A. Brown's resolu- 
tion. I entirely agree with him, and believe that there 
was no other reason for the concert being a failure. 

But is not this a sufficient reason, and, if so, is it fair to 
give the Club a sound rating for not supporting a concert 
arranged for such an unfortunate time ? 

It seems ungracious to appear to blame the hard-working 
Sub-Committee, but surely it was unwise on their part to 
pledge themselves to a concert, having for its object the 
relief of the Club's pecuniary difficulties, before the result 
of the General Meeting was known. And when Brown's 
resolution had been carried, I think we may give the Sub- 
Committee credit for entertaining the doubts as to the 
probable success of the concert mentioned by — 
Yours truly, K. P. 



To the Editor of the London Bicyde Club Gazette. 

Sm, — ^What a blessing it is that often, when the light of 
truth is hidden from the many, it is revealed to the few ! 

It would seem that it was not for the Captain, the late 
Captain, or your other correspondents, to arrive at the 
truth upon this Promenade Concert question : that honour, 
it appears, is reserved for " Paraclete," who, however good 
his intentions, adopts too positive a style. He says there 
is "no doubt" about this, and "no doubt" about that: 
that the failure was not "in the slightest degree" con- 
nected with what one correspondent supposes, and that 
another is "entirely wrong" in thinking something else; 
and, to crown all, there is the formidable challenge, " I 
should like someone to prove otherwise." To him^ I pre- 
sume ! Exactly so. It would require a bold man to enter 
the lists against such an antagonist, and I must confess I 
almost shrink from the task. 

At the same time I will be rash enough to suggest that 
"Paraclete" sets down the patriotism of the Club at too 
low a money value, and I would call attention to the fact 
that not only have several members paid for the tickets 
they received and never used, but by far the greater 
number of those present at the concert consisted either of 
men who had already paid the 5s. so cruelly levied, or had 
voted for it at the General Meeting. 

But surely we have had enough letter-writing upon this 
subject? H. G. A. Brown. 

18th April, 1882. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm, — This early period of the season is not a bad time 
for calling attention to a matter which has before been 
mentioned in these columns, but which is, nevertheless, apt 
to be forgotten. Starting from home very late last Satur- 
day, I arrived at West Drayton at 6.30, rode slowly round 
the Green, staring into the windows of the numerous pubs., 
but could see no signs of bicycles or bicyclists. On inquiring 
of the natives, I could only learn that several small parties 
of riders had performed the same circuit, and had then 
ridden oflf in various directions. To make my story as 
short as possible, I may say that, after sundry explorations, 
I at last discovered the main body, not too late to obtain 
my share of a very good tea. 

There may have been some reason why the name of the 
inn could not be given in last week's Gazette, but I hope 
that D.C.'s win not forget to give this very useful bit of 
information whenever they possibly can. Had I not known 
that, as three divisions were to meet, there must be a main 
body somewhere, I should certainly have come to the con- 
clusion that the run had been changed, should haye gone 
in for some solitary refreshment, and ridden home again. 
Indeed, from what I heard, I am not quite sure vrhether 
all stray members were as lucky as I was. — I am, sir, 
yours, etc., Lost Sheep. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — Now that there seems to be some chance of our 
present headgear being altered, why not renovate the whole 
of our uniform, and allow us to wear full walking knicker- 
bockers and a soft felt hat, so that we might be at least 
comfortable, if not quite so stamped as bicyclists, nor con- 
spicuous. The colour of the suit and stockings might be 
kept just the same, as it is neat. — Yours truly, B. A. 



To the Editor the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — Might I suggest the propriety, while the advertise- 
ments in the Gazette are being arranged and space allowed 
for them, of having one or two pages in each number ruled 
as a log-book for entering one's daily runs ; then, when the 
loose numbers were ultiipately boimd, one would have all 
one's Club and " bicycling news " in one book. I shall be 
glad to see this in print, that it may be ventilated, and if 
approved, adopted as soon as possible. — I am, yours very 
faithfully, W. Silk, Jun. 

8, Long Acre, W.C., 19th April, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 6.80 p.m« on Tuesdays. 

Now that members are beginning to look forward to their 
summer tours, it seems to be a suitable time for calling 
attention to what might, we believe, be made a more 
marked feature of the Gazbttb than has been the case 
hitherto. Very opposite opinions have been expressed as 
to the value and interest attached to the accounts of tours 
which appear from time to time in our journal. Our own 
opinion is that such accounts are decidedly useful, and 
generally interesting, but it is not everyone who has the 
time, or the patience, or perhaps even the ability, to write 
a readable account of a long tour. On the other hand, few 
men can travel for two or three weeks without meeting 
with some odd character or amusing incident, and our idea 
is that short sketches and anecdotes might often be con- 
tributed by men who could never be induced to commit to 
writing a full account of their travels. 

As example is always said to be better than precept, we 
will give a specimen of the sort of thing we have in mind, 
in full expectation, however, that many members will be 
able to cap our example with a better one. 

Having a week's holiday, we rode, via Winchester and 
Southampton, into the New Forest After spending a few 
days in exploring, we reluctantly started from Ljmdhurst 
to ride home via Salisbury, and found that we should pass 
close to the spot where William Rufus was killed, and 



which is marked on the map as " Rufus' Stone." It stands 
in a hollow at a little distance from the road, and, fearing 
to miss it, we stopped at some cottages by the roadside and 
asked to be directed to Rufus' Stone. All the doors 
opened, and we were soon surrounded by a small crowd of 
women, but not one of them had ever heard of such a thing 
as " Rufus' Stone ! " We had just given it up as a bad job, 
and were turning away, when one woman, a little brighter 
than the rest, exckimed, " Oh, sir, perhaps you want to see 
the place where the poor gentleman was killed t " We 
replied that was exactly what we did want, and they at 
once directed us. The stone (an iron one) was within a 
quarter of a mile of where they were standing 1 

Db. Rufus. 



L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 



I shall be glad if any members wishing to represent the 
Club in the above match at Oxford on May 20th, will let 
me know as soon as possible. I have at present more 
quality than quantity. T. E. Sobutton, Captain. 

Copisefield, Buckhuist HilL 



BATH TRIAL. 

Members are reminded that entries for this event must 
be made in writing to the Hon. Sec. on or before Monday, 
15th May. 

" Homelea,*' Oreenhill, Hampstead. 
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COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of tlie Committee held on Monday, the 
24th April, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club :— 



Nane mad AddztM. 

Arthur Day, 16, Ley land Road, 

Lee, S.B, F. 0. Marten. S. P. Smith. 

Ernest Alexander McBean, 17, 

Devonshire Terrace, Portland 

Place, W J. F. Marchant. W. J. WiUiams 

Ernest Bichard Shipton, Salisbnzy E. J. Sherriff. H. H. Sherriff. 
Clement Tulloch, Stambridge 

House, Filzjohn's Ayenue, N.W. L. L. Roberts. £. S. Price. 
A. B. W. Whatton, Trinity College, 

Cambridge, and 9, Somen Place, 

Hyde Park C. A.B.Pollock. A. J. Crichton. 

J. S. Whatton, Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and 9, Somen Plaoe^ 

Hyde Park Do. Do. 

The resignation of A. G. Adamson was accepted. 

Owing to numerous difficulties arising in making arrange- 
ments for the Inter-Clubs' Meet at St. Albans on drd June, 
it was decided to write to the Universities' B.C's. as to the 
advisability of again holding it at Dunstable. 

It was decided that Messrs. Piatt and Son, of St. Martin's 
Lane, be appointed to sell the Club cloth (official notice of 
this will be given later on). 



GENERAL MEET NOTICE. 
Beyissd AND Impboyed. 

The arrangements finally made by the District Captains 
for the General Meet at Halliford on the 29th inst. are as 
follows : — 

The N.E. meet at Lea Bridge Boad at 3.0 tharp (there 
will be no meet at Syborn's Comer) ; they will thence 
proceed to " Jack Straw's." 

The N.W. meet at " Jack Straw's " at 4.0, and proceed 
with the N.E. to Eew. 

The W. meet at the " Coach and Horses/' Eew, at 5.0, 
and proceed with the N.E. and N.W. to Kingston Station. 

The S.E., Blackheath Division, meet at Lewisham Church 
at 3.15 sharp^ and proceed to Central Croydon Station. 

The S.E., Croydon Division, meet at the Central Croydon 
Station at 4.0 9harp, and proceed with the Blackheath 
Division to Kingston Station. 

The S.W. meet at Kingston Station at 5.30. 

All Districts leave Kingston Station at 5.30^ and ride to 
"TheShip"atHamford, 

No District is expected to wait more than ten minutes 
for another District, and in the case of the S.E. no law will 
be allowed by the Croydon Division. 

As this is the first General Meet of the season, and the 
" Ship " at Halliford is so pleasing and favourite a spot, it is 
hoped members will make a particular efifort to be present. 

For the D.C.'s, Theo. Godlbe. 



BLUE BOOK 
The Hon. Sec. can throw a faint glimmer of light on the 
apparent omissions of the Blue Book The members who 
rejoice in having no ^rticulars against them were elected 
after the proof which I revised went back to the printer. 

We are indebted to Messrs. Darling for putting them in 
afterwards ; otherwise there would be still less particulars. 

E. S. Pbiob. 

* ■ 

BICYCLE UNION. 
Repobt of ths Executive, held at the Offices, 

17, iROHMONaEB Lahe, 18th April, 1882. 
The Cardiff, Marmion, Waverley, and Birchfield B.C.'8 
have joined the Union. 

Inquiries firom Australia, re formation of an Australian 
Bicycle Union, were read. 

Business re Bicycle and Tricycle Championships was gone 
into. 

Inquiries re handicapping decided. 

The question of police re a tricycle case was considered. 

Wm. PTE-EnaLiSH, Him. Bep, Sec. 



EVENING RACE MEETING IN THE S.W. DISTRICT. 

It is proposed to hold a small Race Meeting, at Surbiton 
Grounds, on the evening of Thursday the 8th of June. 
The entries will be confined to members of the L.B.C. 
There will be a Novices' Race and a Mile Handicap with 
long starts ; extra allowance will be made for roadster $, 
Entrance feee, 2s. 6d. each event 
Should it be so desired. District Captains will have the 
opportunity of having a trial run, to assist them in the 
selection of competitors for the District Challenge Cup at 
the Annual Race Meeting. 

Members and their friends will be admitted to the 
Grounds free. Racing to commence at 6.45. 
Entries to be sent to the undersigned. 

Arthur E. Buckler, 

Gloucester House, Kingston Hill. 
G. P. Coleman, 

Craig's Court, Charing Cross^ S.W. 

MEET CARDS. 
Any member requiring a few spare Meet Cards can have 
them by applying to me. 

Theo. Godlee, N.E. District Captain. 



V.R. 
Notice. 

In consequence of tlie visit of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Queen to the Epping Forest on Saturday, the 6tli of 
May, the N.E. Paperchase is postponed sine die. The 
District will meet at the usual times and places, and run 
to the Bell " at Upminster, in order not to interfere with 
Her Majesty's arrangementa — ^By order, Theo. Godlee. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.£. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


April 29.— Gbhxbal Mkbt for HALuroBD.--Se6 Notice, page 5S. 


1 ' 


Le» Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
1 Sjbom's Comer 
1 8.45, for VnasB* 
' TiB-rTheBeU".) 


Jack Straw's 
Castle " 8.45 for 

LiTTLB BlBX- 
HAMFSTIAD. 


Hammersmith 

Bridge 8.15, for 
Kewlaitd's Cob- 
XBB. Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Nxw- 
lakd's Cobnbb. 
MeetW. 


4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
KvooKHOLT. Meet 
BUcklieath Dir. 


Lewisham Church, 
4.16, for Knock- 
bolt. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 


i\ 


1 Le* Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom'g Comer 
8.45, for Hayxb- 
nro. ("Orange 
Tree.") 


" Jack Straw's 
CasUe " 8.45, for 

lOUNHAlC. 

MeetW. 


ICKXNHAII. 

Meet N.W. 


Kingston Station 

4.15,forLBATHBB- 

HIAD. MeetS.K 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Lkathbbubad. 
Meet 8.W. and 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
8.30, for Lbathbr- 
HEAD. MeetS.W. 
and Croydon Div. 




Lea Bridge Boad, 
8.80, Sybom'g 
Comer, 8.45, for 
Ckibhuvt. 
Meet N.W. 


Jack Straw's 
CasUe " 8.45, for 
Chishunt. 
Meet N.E. 


8.80, for Wattobd. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Waltov. 


4.80, Savdbbbtead.— PAFEBCHASE. 



April 27.— No Official Bnn on aooonnt of Bank Holiday. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Boad, Acton, at 8.45. 



SATXJRDAT RUNS. 
N.E. District. 

22nd April. It is a sad reflection that this District is so 
largely composed of butterflies that Saturday's rain was 
enough to deter several members from the run to Epping, 
which is usually the largest meet in the season. Lloyd was 
the only member whom the D.G. found at Sybom's comer, 
so, the day being fine and the roads by way of Loughton 
repartsd bad, the two selected the route by Chigwell and 
Abridge, which though more circuitous is in many respects 
pleasanter, and which proved very &ir going. After a 
short stroll to see the Polo, we found Ashley Barrett, 
Amott, and Arthur Barrett (visitor), who had started 
late in two companies. While at tea, two more 
members of the Barrett family turned up on foot, and 
just as our minds were turning to our return journey 
Hough and his brother came in, making the party up to 
nine. The Loughton and BucklmvBt Hill route home 
proved much better than might have been expected, 
though no one quite surmounted Buckhurst Hill. The 
party separate into its component parts in Woodford, 
pitying its less enterprising fellow-members. Present : 
Amott, Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, R. B. Hough, and 
A. Lloyd ; and Arthur Barrett, Sidney Barrett, and S. 
Hough (visitors)^ and also 

Theo. Godlss, District Captain. 

Erbatum. — In the account of the N.E. run in our last 
issue read banum for borum. 

N.W. DiSTBIOT. 

The heavy rain in the morning effectually damped the 
ardour of the N.W. men, besides making the roads slushy 



and wet ; however, those who did turn out had a very 
pleasant run, the afternoon and evening being very fine. 
W. T. Hill was the only man who left Hampstead. At 
Tally Ho, being joined by three more members, the party 
journeyed to Shenley very quietly, doing very nearly a 
slowest on record, by way of Barnet and Arkley. Hindley 
turned up just as we were leaving, Jackson waiting for him 
whilst he had tea, the remaining three returning via Ridge 
Lane and St. Albans road The going proved harder tlian 
on the outward journey, as the roads were fast drying. It 
is a pity so few came, as those who stayed away lost a very 
pleasant afternoon. Distance, 26^ miles. Present : W. T. 
Hill, Hindley, Jackson, Norman Morris, and 

W. J. WiLLUHS, District Captain. 
I hope we shall have a good attendance for the run to 
Halliford. We have several new members whose acquain- 
tance I have not yet had the pleasure of making, and I 
shall be very glad to do so on that occasion. I would also 
remind the District to book Saturday week, as we go to 
Little Berkhampstead on that day. It is one of the pret- 
tiest mns during the season, and the country will be 
looking its best by then. 



W. DiBTEICT. 

At the hour appointed for the start, a solitary Sociable 
Meteor" was the only velocipede to be seen outside the 
depdt ; but at 4 p.m. the ex-D.C. made his appearance, but 
did not think it good enough to start, and expressed an 
intention to spend the afternoon in affixing new nuts, etc. 
to that useful article of locomotion yclept " ¥• Westeme 
Busse," which was reposing at "Baker's Yard" in Horn 
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Lana The ez-ex-D.C. and the ex-D.C. then inspected 
the goodly collection of tricycles which McGullum and 
one or two friends keep in their private depdt, which 
collection comprises one " Sociable Meteor/' one Sociable 
Salvo," two " Single Salvo's," and one " Humber ; " and 
while thus employing themselves were attended by 0. Thorn, 
on his thoroughbred steel " Rosinante." The ex-D.C. then 
took his departure, but the ex-ex-D.C, not to be done out 
of his ride, had no difficulty in persuading a lady tricyclist 
to occupy the off seat, and, attended by 0. Thorn as 
chaperone, rode over Hammersmith Bridge to Castlenau ; 
and after watching the West London K.C. trial eight-oared 
race, returned via Turnham Green and Eew to Acton, 
leaving Thorn to continue his ride alone. That a lady 
should be willing to brave tiie mud and wet, when only 
one bicycle rider cared to do so, reflects somewhat on the 
butterfly- like proclivities of the members of the District, 
and we hope it will not occur again. 

Ths D.G.'s Substitute. 



S.W. DlBTRICT. 

April 22. The rain of the morning, I suppose, accounted 
for the absence of members at last Saturday's run. After 
waiting until the usual grace expired, and only being 
rewarded with the sight of one member, from the N.E., and 
he not on riding bent, I made a start, accompanied by my 
dog, an enthusiast at bicycling. Motion being put, " that 
the run should be shortened to Ewell, by direct road :" 
there being no dissentients, the alteration was agreed to 
and promptly carried out. Arriving at the " 61yn Arms" I 
was doomed again to disappointment, no L.B.C. man having 
put in an appearance. I waited some little time, and no 
one turning up I made tracks for home, which was reached 
in time for that unusual luxury on a Saturday, dinner in 
the bosom of my family. Roads Mr, good in pUces; 
weather fine. Present : 

Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 

P.S. — I dislike writing in the first person singular, and 
I trust that the members of this District will never make it 
necessary for me to have to do so again. 

another agoount. 

A member of the S.W. who succeeded in reaching the 
" Glyn Arms " last Saturday soon after 8 p.m., found this 
familiar hostelry fully occupied by a large 'cycling commu- 
nity, whose conspicuous stripes and braidings possibly 
denoted and included nearly all the necessary officials of 
some extensive club. The formidable body were about to 
start, and, as a prelude thereto, each member appeared to 
be engaged in loudly " blowing his own trumpet," with no 
apparent object or result. The instruments in question 
may have been bugles, but the darkness rendered a precise 
description difficult. If the arrival of this discordant 
gathering equalled its somewhat tumultuous departure, 
perhaps the small and early meeting of the S.W. was partly 
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attributable to this cause. The disappointed member failed 
in his endeavour to overtake any portion of his District on 
the way to Kingston. 

important notice. 
General Meet at Halliford, 29th instant. 

We meet at our usual place at 5.30, and on the arrival 
of the main body from Eew we proceed with them to 
Halliford. It is to be hoped that the anticipation of 
meeting our friends from other districts will prove an 
inducement to members to make an effort to be present. 

Arthur K Buckler, District Captain. 

Members will hear with regret of the departure of our 
old member, former D.C. and committee man, H. Jennings, 
from this district. Owing to business arrangements, he 
is taking up his abode at Eastbourne. All will, I know, 
unite with me in wishing him prosperity in his new sphere 
of action. Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 



S.R District. 

April 22. Considering how wet it was to-day, and that 
the run was rather a long one, it is gratifying to be able to 
report that a very fair score was made. Starting at 4.15, 
we took the usual route. At Warlingham we were joined 
by J. H. Scrutton, at Caterham by R. 0. Francis, and on 
reaching East Grinstead we found The U'Beilly, who had 
ridden from Brighton, and who described his ride as one of 
the hardest he had ever had, on account of the very bad 
state of the roads. Just before tea we were glad to hear 
A. H. Koch's familiar voice ; he had ridden all the way 
from Kensington, and did not appear to have been 
favourably impressed with the roads, either. In the 
meantime, Oswald and Wyndham had been enjoying a 
good long spin by themselves, but they came in time for 
tea. Thus our party grew till it numbered sixteen. 
It is needless to say that we were made thoroughly com- 
fortable at Mr. Payne's, and it is well that those members 
who may ,not already have had any experience of the 

Railway Hotel" at East Grinstead should know that 
they cannot be better treated than they will be there. On 
the return journey there was a plentiful lack of oil, some 
of the men having to ride without lamplight to Godstone, 
where there was a good deal of trimming np. Croydon was 
not reached till twelve o'clock, but this was due to 
exceptional causes, and is not likely to occur again. 
Present : three visitors, and the following thirteen mem- 
bers — ^A. Barker, C. A. Brown, R G. Francis, S. Herbert, 
A. H. Koch, The O'Reaiy, J. C. Oswald, L. Potter, J. H. 
Scrutton, H. N. Sharp, S. E. Whealler, W. Wyndham, and 
H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

S.E.-— Blaokheath Division. 
This being the only day on the present Meet card when 
this Division did not meet any other section of the Club, 
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a small gathering was to be expected, and in fact only 
three started from the " Hare and Billet/' one of whom 
(F. G. Marten) had to return before reaching Eltham, 
owing to a loose tyre. The roads in the neighbourhood 
of Farningham were found much drier than might have 
been expected, and afforded some good going towards 
evening. Present: F. C. Marten, A. Morley, and S. P. 
Smith. 

S.E. District. — Important. 
Members are aware that there will be a Oeneral Meet of 
all the Districts at Halliford on Sati)fday next, the 29th 
inst., and they will have seen the times and places of start- 
ing from the notices in the Gazette. I am fully conscious 
of the interest shown by many of our members in the Club 
runs ; at the same time, I cannot help appealing to the 
whole District to make a great effort to attend on this 
occasion. It is one of the most important and enjoyable 
meets we can possibly have. The hotel at Halliford is only 
a few yards from the river. Should anyone wish to return 
by rail it can be very easily arranged ; trains leave Sunbury 
for Clapham Junction and Waterloo at 8.15, 9.25, 10.11, 
and 10.51, and there is one from Walton at 10.4 ; of 
course there are plenty from Kingston and Surbiton. 

H. G. A. Browk, District Captain. 



THE MANAGEMENT OF OUR MACHINES. 

"How many of us understand our machines?" is a 
question put by *' Dodo " in April 13th issue of our Paper, 
and I am induced to take up my pen to add another pro- 
test to the ignorance and most shameful neglect shown by 
many riders of the most simple wants of their steeds. 
Those who know least about their construction are 
generally proud of their ignorance, ^and boast how long 
they have ridden without touching a screw in any part, or 
paying any attention to the adjustment of the wearing 
parts. As long as their machines run they are satisfied, 
but as soon as their negligence bears the inevitable results, 
they are loud in their condemnation of the unfortunate 
maker. A loose bearing wears more quickly than when 
properly adjusted, and, in the case of steering centres 
especially, the strain being all on one side wears the cone 
untrue, and it is then impossible to get a nice adjustment. 
The more rapid wearing of a machine is not the only evil 
resulting from want of attention. A loose and shaky 
machine means loss of power ; it is an undeniable fact that 
rigidity assists a rider in mounting, and also enables him to 
ride faster. 

There is another class of rider wl^o is always taking his 
machine to pieces and trying to make what he may con- 
sider improvements in it. He applies force to the rubbers 
in a way that it would never come in practice to see if 
they are on tightly ; or, if he possess a spoke-tightener, 
tries to improve the shape of his wheel ; or, in case a 



nut or bolt might work loose, tightens it with a long 
spanner, and by applying too much force strips the thread. 

A true friend to a machine and its maker is the man 
who understands and attends to the adjustment of the 
wearing parts of his machine, and who does not meddle 
with the parts that are not intended, and, indeed, are not 
capable of being adjusted by any but an experienced man. 
My advice to riders is to pay a visit to some maker of 
standing, and get him to thoroughly explain the principle 
of adjustment of all wearing parts, and show him where 
oil should be applied. This knowledge of where to apply 
oil is of more consequence than is generally imagined. 
Where oil can get in, so also can grit. Most bearings are 
made with oil holes properly covered, but it is too much 
trouble for many to use them, and to save this trouble oil 
is applied outside the bearing, and what grit may be there 
is carried inside with the oil. It is almost as bad to use 
too much oil as too little. Never flood a bearing. Again, 
too much care cannot be used in seeing that the quality of 
the oil used is good. Oil of a gummy nature should be 
avoided, as it clogs instead of lubricating. Oil purchased 
at a chemist's can be depended on more than that sold by 
oil and colour shops or grocers. A certain amount of dust 
and grit is sure to find its way into any bearing, and this, 
when ground up and mixed with the oil, forms mud, and 
prevents free running. To clean this out, occasionally pour 
a little paraffin in ; turn the machine up, and run the wheel 
so that the impurities may ruu out through the oil hole ; 
repeat this process two or three times until the bearing is 
clean. Before feeding with fresh lubricating oil, care should • 
be taken to run the wheel until all the paraffin has either run 
out or evaporated, as paraffin mixed with oil causes the 
bearing to run harsh. It is a good plan, with front-wheel 
bearings, to have small holes drilled in the bottom to allow 
the dirt to run out, without the necessity of reversing the 
machine. They should be fitted with a small screw to 
prevent the oil escaping, except when extracted for flushing. 

Many rides have been brought to an end by slight 
accidents which could easily have* been put right, want of 
knowledge alone leading to disappointment, and perhaps a 
long and expensive railway journey. I will, with your 
permission, try to think of a few ordinary accidents, with 
rough and ready methods of setting them right, which, 
although perhaps well known to old riders, may be of | 
assistance to novices. 

A bent handle-bar is the most common result of a header. 
In nine cases out of ten I have been able to straighten 
them by taking the handle in both hands, sloping the 
machine down, putting my foot against the boss of the 
crank, and pulling. If this does not succeed, undo the 
centre and take ofl" the backbone, so as to get at your work 
better, and then, placing the handle-bar behind one of the 
bars of a gate or strong fence, raise the wheel ; this forms 
a powerful lever, but care must be taken not to buckle thei 
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wheel ; raise from the forks as much as possible. Another 
plan is to improvise a twisting wrench with a piece of wood. 
Tie one end with strong cord over the part where the bend 
is, and theu» bringing it under the handle, raise it up, 
keeping your foot, as before, on the boss of the crank. In 
this way great leverage can be obtained. 

In the case of a crank coming off, if possible find the old 
key and give it what is known as a Birmingham touch, i,0. 
strike it with the sharp edge of a hammer or wrench so as 
to form a burr, with the edge toward the outside of the 
key. A chisel would do this best, but that is not often 
obtainable. Wipe all oil off the end of the spindle ; see 
that there is no oil in the boss of crank ; replace it, and 
drive in the key. A crank at the opening run of the S.E. 
so treated, with no tools but a spanner, kept on all day. 
Another plan is to drive in a thin piece of tin, copper, or 
brass with the key between it and the crank, and not 
against the spindle. A key should not fit too tightly side- 
wajTs, but should wedge in tightly top and bottom. 

To straighten a crank bent in is a somewhat difficult job, 
and if made of steel is dangerous ; if of iron, case hardened, 
it is also dangerous, but may be straightened in the follow- 
ing way. Get a piece of wood or iron, place one end 
against a wall, and then through the spokes, until the other 
end rests against the end of the crank to be straightened, 
then hammer the crank where it is bent. 

A buckled wheel requires at least two to straighten it, 
and three are better. By using a little judgment in pulling 
and pushing the rim as required it will nearly always fly 
back, unless the rim be bent, but the power applied in so 
pulling must be moderated as the rim gives, otherwise it 
will fly inside out. Should this not succeed, loosen the 
spokes on the side where they are quite tight, but on no 
account tighten the loose ones. When the rim flies back, 
tighten the spokes previously loosened. 

To refiz a loose tyre, all that is necessary is to warm the 
cement and allow it to set before riding. The warming can be 
effected in various ways. A common way is to heat a poker 
and run it round the rim ; but the simplest, and perhaps 
the best, is to warm the rim with a candle or wax taper. 

These few hints may be of service to some young riders 
when at a distance from a practical man ; but my real 
object in writing was to endorse ''Dodo's" remarks anent 
the amount of inattention paid by the majority of riders to 
their machines. In concluding this already too long letter 
I trust I shall not be considered personal in giving an 
instance of the wisdom of keeping a machine well. Of all 
the careful men I know. The O'Reilly is the most, and his 
machine, after six months' wear, is actually better than on 
the day it left the workshop. The machine of another 
member, equally prominent in the Club, in the same time, 
with no more work, looks more fit for the scrap heap. In 
this case I do not mention names, leaving those whom the 
cap may fit to wear it. Preceptor. 



ECHOES. 

Taking into consideration the inclement weather, and the 
fact that eleven men were dancing at a member's house till 
3 a.m. on Saturday morning, the S.E. turned out well on 
Saturday. 

• •••«• 

The West have introduced what " L'homme Qui Hit " 
would have called a " novel element " at their runs. It 
will no doubt be a great success. 

• ••••• 

Griffith is to be congratulated on his good performance 

on Saturday last at the Oval. Wlien we remember that he 

had only partially recovered from the effects of his fall, we 

have not much doubt about the result of the match which 

will decide the dead heat of the Ten Miles Scratch Race. 
«««♦•• 

The racing element of the Club is increasing, llie two 
Whattons, who were elected on the 24th inst., rode well at 

the Surrey meeting. 

• ••••« 

It is rumoured that the West will start "first favourite" 

for the District Challenge Cup. 

• ••••• 

It is reported in the S.E. that 0. F. Beck is in training 
for the Bath Trial. If this is true, it is not difficult to 
prophecy that he will be one of the "envied ten." 

E. R. Shipton, well known in the B.T.C. as Editor of the 

Club Gazette, has joined our ranks. 

• • • • • • 

Some good photographs of " Boulder Mere," commonly 
known as the " Hut Pond," and of the " Anchor " at Rip- 
ley, can be obtained of S. Withers & Co., 42, Cheapside. 
Price one shilling each. 

It is reported that " boruni " is so " old " a word (vide 
N.E. account) that it has quite puzzled our classical 
authorities. 

* 

" E. F." seems to have an exalted idea of the responsibility 
of sub-committees ; he forgets, surely, that they do not 
pledge themselves " to anything, but carry out the 

objects for which they are appointed. 

• • • « • • 

One of the D.C. s tells me the reason he docs not put in 
the names of inns is, that he gives his District credit for 
too intimate a knowledge with their own habits, but he 

promises to be a good boy in future. 

• ««••• 

The N.E. only had four members of the Barrett family 
out on Saturday, but they are hoping to do much better 
than this before the season is over. 

Rambler. 

Chai^qe of Address. — H. Jennings' address is now 
Lystonville, Lushiugton Road, Eastbourne. 
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SURREY RACE MEETING. 
{By our Special Reporter,) 

The Spring meeting of the Surrey Bicycle Club was held 
at Eennington Oval on Saturday, the 22nd inst., when a 
One Mile Open Handicap and the Ten Miles Scratch Race 
for their Fifty Guineas Challenge Cup were decided. In 
spite of rain fiiklling all the morning, there was a tremen- 
dous gale. J. S. Whatton, of C.n.Bi.C., landed the Mile 
somewhat easily, while the Ten Miles produced a dead heat 
between Griffith (I^older) and Palmer of Birmingham, after 
a grwd race. Handicapper : G. P. Coleman, B.U. 
Onb Mile Handicap. 

Heat 1 : — ^A. Thompson, Granville B.C., 160 yards start, 
1 ; J. C. P. Tacagni, City of London B.C., 75, 2 ; P. AH- 
port, Sutton B.C., 95, 3 ; F. G. Dray, Brixton Ramblers 
B.C., 140, ; W. Bowden, Surrey B.C., 150, 0. A grand 
race ended in favour of Thompson by a foot, AUport a yard 
behind. Time, 3 min. 27| sec. 

Heat 2 J. S. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C., 80 yards start, 1 ; 
J. E. Phillips, London A.C., 120, 2 ; W. E. Milner, Belsize 
B.C., 25, 0; S. Golder, Blackheath Harriers, 95, 0; 
T. P. Cooper, Surrey B.C., 135, ; W. C. Rhoades, un- 
attached, 160, ; F. T. Saudell, Norwood B.C., 170, 0. 
Wliatton went through his men in style, and, waiting till 
halfway through the last lap, weint away and won easily by 
six yards. Time, 3 min. 24 sec. 

Heat 3 : — H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 1 ; 
E. B. Andrews, Beckenham B.C., 100 yards start, 2 ; W. 
Brown, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 80, 3 ; A. J. Sells, Victorian 
B.C., 100, ; 0. C. Sinclair, L.A.C., 130, ; C. A. Buckle, 
Falcon B.C., 140, ; E. B. Coombes, Saturn B.C., 160, ; 
B. Russell, Surrey B.C., 180, 0. Cortis soon cut down his 
field, and, taking the lead in last lap, won by twelve yards, 
same between second and third. Time, 3 min. 32 sec. 

Heat 4 :— H. F. Wilson, Surrey B.C., 150 yards start, 1 ; 

A, W. B. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C, 95, 2 ; J. W. Hughes, 
Comet B.C., 80, 3 ; G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 120, ; S. 
Lee, Sutton B.C., 130, 0. The limit man was never caught, 
and won by eight yards, a foot between second and third. 
Time, 3 min. 35} sec. 

Heat 5 : — F. Moore, Warstone B.C., 40 yards start, 1 ; 
P. G. Hebblethwaite, Dewsbury B.C., 100, 2 ; J. Sale, 
Leatherhead B.C., 130, 3 ; H. Keen, Chelsea B.C., 90, ; 
J. T. Collier, Kestrel B.C., 150, 0. Moore took third place 
as the bell rang, and putting on a rare spurt at the half- 
distance, won by twenty yards, six yards between second 
and third. Time, 3 min. 37f sec. 

Heat 6 :— C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 100 yards start, 1 ; 
H, B. Clayson, Brixton B.C., 160, 2 fS. T. Brown, Victor 

B. C., 100, ; W. G. Huskins, London A.C., 140, 0. Vesey 
caught Clayson early in third lap, and won easily by 
twenty yards, others beaten off. Time, 3 min. 35f sec. 

Heat 7 C. W. Coe, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 110 yards 
start, 1 ; A. Beeson, Wanderers B.C., 160, 2 ; R. A, Wool- 



uough. Rovers B.C., 45, 0. Only three ran. Beeson stuck 
gamely to Coe, but could not hold him in last lap, being 
twenty yards behind at the finish. Time, 3 min. 33 sec. 

Heat 8 : F. Buckingham, Brixton Rsjnblers B.C., 155 
yards start, 1 ; L. G. Lawton, Tally Ho ! B.C., 45, 2 ; H. 
Speechley, Chelsea B.C., 95, 3 ; T. R. Buckle, unattached, 
160, 0. Buckingham won easily by twenty-five yards, two 
between second and third. Time, 3 min. 33 sec. 

Final Heat :— J. S. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C., 80 yards start, 1 ; 
C. W. Coe, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 110, 2 ; A. Thompson, 
Granville B.C., 160, 3 ; Cortis, ; Wilson, ; Moore, ; 
Vesey, ; Buckingham, 0. Whatton, who rode very 
strongly, won easily by six yards, ten yards between second 
and third, Cortis fourth, close up. Time, 3 min. 17} sec. 

Ten Miles Scratch Race. 

J. F. Griffith, L.B.C., + ; C. A. Palmer, Speedwell B.C., 
+; M. J. R. Dundas, I Zingari B.C., 3 ; C. Crute. Sutton 
B.C., ; H. Keen, Chelsea B.C., ; W. E. Mihier, Belsize ; 
B.C., ; F. Moore, Warstone B.C., ; P. G. Hebblethwaite, 
Dewsbury B.C., 0. Keen was quickly settled, Hebble- 
thwaite retired at five miles, Crute led at that distance, 
closely followed by Palmer, Moore and Griffith coming on 
about twenty yards after ; they soon closed up, however, 
and Griffith took the lead from Crute before the seventh 
mile. From this point he was never headed, and looked 
liked winning until a few yards from home, when Palmer 
came past Crute with a rush, and just managed to secure 
the verdict of a dead heat. Dundas passed Crute, who 
eased up, on the post. Time 38 min. 52| sec. 

There was a great scene of excitement and much discus- 
sion about running the dead heat off. Eventually the 
competitors agreed to meet at Leicester, but the date was 
not fixed. We may add that our man, Griffith, had been rest- 
ing since Easter, owing to a fall, and was hardly at his best. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
April 29.— Four Events at Kilmarnock F.C. Sports. 

29.— Burnley C.C. Sports One and a half Miles 
Handicap. 

29. — L.A.C. Second Spring Meeting. 
May 6. — Horninglow Athletic Sports. 

13. — ^La Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 

20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 

20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 

20.— L.A.C. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Paul 8 School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 
June 1. — L.A.O. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap. 

3.— West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10. — Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10. — Southport Athletic Sports. 
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RACING FYSLTTJUm— Continued. 
June 10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — ^Widnes Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
20.— London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 
22. — St. Bartholomew's Hospital at Stamford Bridge. 
24. — Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 
24. — London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
29. — ^L.A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicycle Handicap. 
July 1. — ^Blackheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 

8. — Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 
8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 
8. — Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15.— L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22.— South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — Eastbourne B.C. Raoea at Eastbourne. 
29. — Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 



ERRATA ET Cp|aiGENDA. 
To the Editor of the Londan-^icycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^Would you kindly tqll xne what " a live Anti- 
pluvium " is like {vide last week's, Gazette, p. 50). Is it a 
safe animal to carry on a bicycle ? 

I have puzzled for a fortnight over the last of the 

Echoes " in the number for April 15th, and have just 
concluded to give it up. The Said conundrum was as 
follows : It is a delusion to think that the Editorials in 
the Gazette are always m'itten:)^ the Editor. They are 
often written by others, and our ^iaders can amuse them- 
selves by endeavouring to find oxit their origin from the 
various styles of caligraphy." Now, I can readily under- 
stand that the compositors can make a shrewd guess at the 
origin of the " copy " they receive by noting the " style of 
the caligraphy," but how the readers of the Gazette are 
to avail themselves of this source of information from a 
study of the printed article is more than I canjunderstand. 

Surely, "Rambler" was rambling a little more than 
usual when he wrote this. — I am, sir, 

Your Captious CRmc. 

[If some of our correspondents would only write a little 
distinctly the Editor and the " Qmial Maclean " would be 
very grateful, and mistakes such as that which our corre- 
spondent mentions in the first paragraph of his letter would • 
probably not occur. The word hp complains of was com- 
pletely illegible, and to this day is undecipheraUe by the 
skilled compositors. The mistaken use made by " Rambler " 
of the word " caligraphy " was so obvious that we did not 
think it necessary to refer to it in our last issue. — Ed.] 



7b the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — In some degree I can sympathise with your 
correspondent, "B/A." I, too, have had a weakness for 
" walking kiiiokerljo^isrs." But though when apart from 
the machine they do give one a pseudo air of the happy 
po&sessor of a Scottish moor, to the bicyclist they have 
two distinct disadvantages, viz., in windy weather they are 
given to flap dangerously among the spokes, and in the 
wet they pick up more mud than the pattern of breeches 
now in vogue. In my researches for the costume par 
excellence, I have pas^d through many phases more or less 
startling, but somehow I generally come to the conclusion 
that the Club uniform, as it now stands, is not so veiy 
" far out " after all. If, as your correspondent asserts, a 
change in our headgear is seriously contemplated, I would 
suggest a blue cap with a peak fore and afb, of a similar 
description to that worn by the O.U.BLC. ; but anything 
more cumbrous and generally objectionable than a soft 
felt hat " I really cannot imagine. ^ 

To the Editor of tie London Bicyde Club Gazette. 

Sir, — I see in the Ga^estte several letters abusing our 
present cap. Why do not gentlemen do as I did, i.e., 
have their caps made too large for them, and make them 
the required size by tlj^ judicious arrangement of n piece of ^ 
say, blotting paper put inside the lining ? I have been out 
on several damp nights, our ride home from Orpington 
being one, and my cap still can afford to shrink, and lose 
three thicknesses of blotting paper. It is most probable 
that if we make a change it will be for the worse. Let us, 
then, stick to the caps which have been worn by our men 
for some years without a complaint. I also see somebody 
proposes a change of suit. Surely there is no need of that. 

We shall soon heflir a friend asking us to drop riding 
bi'; and set up tri'^ cycles instead, as there is no fear of 
going over the handles ! ! — Yours truly, Consbrvativb. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
. Conservative. — ^Please send your name, in accordance 
with the regulation, though not for publication. 

E. P. — Your tour will appear directly ; those written by 
Sheriff and Williams (and Jennings) are finished. It has 
been in type for some weeks, and, if you like, you can see 
the proof at 35, Eastcheap. 

Paraclete. — We think the correspondence had better 
not be continued. 

L. Shedder and IX D. S.— Next week. 



NOTICE -TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribntions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.~C.," and^ust bear tbename of the author, though not 
neoeflsarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday eyetting. 

Printed for the Proprietljrs by Dabliitq & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastohei^, London, E.C.— April 27, 1882. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette** 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 



L.B.a V. O.U.Bi.C. 

I shall be glad if any members wishing to represent the 
Club in the above match at Oxford on May 20th, will let 
me know as soon as possible. I have at present more 
quality than quantity. T. E. ScBUTTON, Captain. 

Copsefield, Buckhurst Hill. 



BATH TRIAL. 

Members are reminded that entries for this event must 
be made in writing to the Hon. Sec. on or before Monday, 
15th May. 

Homelea," Greenhill, Hampstead. 



BICYCLE UNION. 

The adjourned and f)i)ecial meeting of the Council was 
held at the " Manchester Hotel " on Thursday last. N. B. 
Morris, Theo. Godlee, W. A. Smith, S. P. Smith, and F. M. 
Williams represented the L.B.C., and T. E. Scrutton (Chair) 
and H. R. Reynolds attended as delegates of the C.U.Bi.C. 
and O.U.Bi.C. It was resolved, after a lengthy debate, 
" That the recommendation to Clubs, No. 2, page 15 of the 
book of Rules, be altered by substituting the words ' Five 
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Guineas' for *Ten Guineas.'" Scrutton, Reynolds, and 
W. A. Smith supported the resolution, and all our delegates 
voted for it. A proposition was then brought forward by a 
delegate, which was of so little moment that it was some 
time before it could get a seconder. At last it was 
seconded, and much time was lost in the discussion which 
followed. Mr. Maddox, of the Wanderers, moved the 
adjournment of the debate, which was carried. The 
official handicappers were authorised to handicap for 
tricycle races ; and Scrutton's motion to elect two vice- 
presidents was postponed till the annual election of 
officers in June. A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
closed the proceedings. 

Bkpobt or EziouTivs Mmmo held at thi Orncxs, 
17, Ironmokgxb Lavi, Apbxl 25, 1882. 

The Speedwell, Croydon Rovers, and Vincent Bicycle 
Clubs have joined the Union. 

A Local Committee for CIiampionshi])s to be run in the 
Midlands was appointed. 

It was announced that the tricycle case referred to in 
last report had resulted in Mr. P. T. Letchford, of Finchley 
T.C., being summoned for furious riding, the summons 
being fixed for hearing on the 29th April. Tlie Union 
decided to defend the case. 

Discussion re Tricycle Championships, Local Centre 
Rules, etc. 

The Executive beg to announce that they have passed 
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the following resolations with reference to the Tricycle 
Championship. 

That the Executive, in view of their official position as 
representing Bicycling and Tricycling to the Home Office 
and the Local Government Board, feel that it is impossible 
for them to hold a Tricycle Championship on the road, 
which may be stopped as illegal by any constable, no 
private road being available for the purpose/' 

" That the Executive recognise their obligation to hold a 
Tricycle Championship race, if possible, and they are pre- 
pared to hold one on the path if a general desire for such a 
race be shown by Tricyclists. 
3rd May, 1882. 



GENERAL MEET AT HALLIFORD. 

Uhomme propose, Disu dispose" and in spite of arrange- 
ments which the D.Cs. ventured to believe were perfect, no 
district met any other, and the company assembled in six 
diiferent parties. The weather was not promising, and the 
districts which started early had to start in the rain, but 
that was not considerable. What made the access to Halli- 
ford all but impossible was the wind, which blew a perfect 
hurricane from the west, as if to repel the intruding dis- 
tricts. One after another was obliged to admit that even 
level roads were at times absolutely impracticable in the 
teeth of the wind. On Hampstead Heath, though the 
roads were good, two members were forced to dismount 
and shove. Added to this, the roads were strewn with 
branches of trees, and occasionally a crash denoted some- 
thing larger, and reminded the cautious rider that one 
might fall in his immediate proximity ; added to all which 
the Northern Districts report the roads as very bad, so that 
for once the attenders of the Meet were almost inclined to 
envy the absent many. 

It was a feature of the meet, no doubt, that with a due 
sense of duty the officers had turned out and that a grand 
total of 11 included the Captain and the five D.Cs., yet we 
have a sort of special respect for those private members 
who came, as we may say, con amore, and without any need 
to set a good example. 

The first arrivals were the Captain and Herbert by train, 
and the South West District, consisting of Buckler and 
H. H. Sherriif, who, after waiting an excessive time for the 
other districts, had ridden in, finding the seven or eight 
miles a desperately long way. Then came the West. Nops, 
after expecting the Northerners at Eew for a considerable 
time, left a massage that he was going on, and proceeded 
alone to face the gale, finding it, as everyone did, an almost 
insuperable obstacle. These five sat down to tea, which, 
in deference to their numbers, was served in a small room 
downstairs, instead of the big room, where preparations 
had been made for 70 or so. By about eight the Captain 
and Herbert had to go, but just before their departure in 
came the S.E. Brown and Oswald had feared rain and 



other evils, and had secured a double ''tri." of the 
" Coventry Triumph " nature, and to judge by their some- 
what warm denunciations of the poor beast we fancy they 
regretted their selection. They had ridden in from Croydon, 
no Blackheathens having turned up, and had come up with 
Francis on Mitcham Common, who had ridden from 
Orpington, and thus scored the longest journey there of the 
party. Their roads were fairly good, but at times they simply 
stood on their treadles to try to counteract the wind. 

The Captain and Herbert were hardly gone when the 
N.E. District appeared in the person of Theo. Godlee. 
Leaving Walthamstow a little late, he had been a quarter 
of an hour late at Lea Bridge and twenty-five minutes late 
at Hampstead, the Hornsey roads being in part impassable, 
the wind maJdng hill-riding out of the question, and 
Hampstead Heath finally proving even level roads impossible 
at times. Ihom here, in the' tracks of the N. W., the road 
and wind were thoroughly bad, and finally, when Richmond 
was reached, about 6.25, say an hour and a half late, the N.E. 
decided that utterly unknown roads and getting dark was 
not good enough after about twenty-three miles of it, and 
so took to the train. Before the Easterly Districts bad 
begun tea the N.W. District Captain and Hawley, whose 
tracks Godlee had followed to Kew, completed the party. 
They had started at 3.10 sharp, made Eew about 5.30, and 
then taken to the Bath Road with a vain desire to cheat 
the wind, but the wind was too clever for them, and they 
admitted to miles of walking before they got in. 

The tea, for the arrangements of which we are indebted 
to A. E. Buckler, was most excellent, and the wind had 
sharpened some appetites so that the waiter's caution to 
cut the beef straight so as to look handsome to-morrow 
seemed rather beside the mark. 

Buckler and Sherriff alone ventured on the ride home, 
and they with difficulty avoided the sundry and manifold 
obstacles that bestrewed their route. 

At nine, Williams and Godlee left by train for the return 
journey, not caring to risk the storm of tree branches and 
the atrocious roads they had come through. Francis 
decided to spend the night. Present : — 
N.R'-T. E. Scrutton, Theo. Godlee. 
N. TF.— W. J. Williams, A. Hawley. 
W.—D. T. Nops. 

S.W.'-A. E. Buckler, H. H. Sherriff. 
8.E.—E. G. A, Brown, R. G. Francis, Alf. Herbert, 
and Oswald. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale, 53-inch silver-plated "Humber" Roadster, in 
first-rate running order, ball bearings to both wheels, brake, 
suspension saddle, Stanton's cyclometer (silver-plated), and 
Dearlove's King of the Road head-lamp (nickel plated), 
together with spanner, oilcan, etc., complete. Cost £Z0. 
Price £17. 10s. Apply (first by letter) to K H. Pollock, 
25, Thurlow Road, Hampstead, London, N.W. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


KB. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.£. 

Croydon Division. 


S.B. 

Blackheath Division. 




I Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom'i Corner 
1 8.45, for Ufmiks- 
TIB. ("TheBeLL") 


"Jack StrawV* 4.0, 
Tally Ho! 4.25, 
for LiTTLB Bkrk- 

HAMPBTKAD ("FlTe 

Horseshoes"). 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.15, for 
KxwLAirD'8 Cob- 
VBB. Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for New- 
land's CORNEB. 
Meet W. 


4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
KirocKHOLT. Meet 
Blackheath Diy. 


Lewisham Church, 
4.15, for Knock- 
holt. MeetCroy- 
dun Dir. 




1 Lea Bridg«Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom*8 Comer 
8.45, for Havbr- 
INO. ( " Orange 
Tree." ) 


"Jack Straw's" 4.0, 
Hendon Station 
4.25, for IcuN- 
HAM. ("Coach and 
Horses.") Meet W. 


ICKBITHAM. 

Meet N.W. 


Kingston Station 

4.15, for LXATHBB- 

HKAD. Meet S.£. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 

LXATHEBHBAD. 

Meet S.W. and 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.30, for Lbatbbr- 
BXAO. MeetS.W. 
and Croydon Dir. 


May 20. 


Lea Bridge Road, 
8.80, Sybom's 
Comer, 8.45, for 
Chkshont. 
Meet N.W. 


"JackStraw»s"4.0, 
Tally Hoi 4.25, 
for CiusHUirr. 
Meet N.E. 


8.80, for Watfobd. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Waltok. 


4.80, Saudxbstead. 


— PAPERCHASE. 



May 27.— No Official Run on account of Bank Holiday. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, at 8.45. 



N.W. District. 
After the poor attendances at the last two meets, I hope 
members will make an effort next Saturday, and turn out 
in strong force for the run to Little Berkhampstead. 

W. J. WiLLUMS, District Captain. 



W. District. 

Run to Newland's Corner and " The Silent Pool." 

Our ride on Saturday being to these favoured spots, we 
hope to see many men from other Districts, as well as of the 
W. and S.W. We shall have tea at " The Anchor," Ripley. 
after our visit to " The Silent Pool," as we wish to see the 
glorious view from Newland's Corner at sunset. Afterwards 
we hope to enjoy a moonlight ride home. 

Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 

W. AND S.W. Districts.— NonoB. 
For the benefit of late comers and visitors from other 
districts, we beg to state that on Saturday next, after 
visiting Newland's Corner and the " Silept Pool," we shall 
return to Ripley (the " Anchor ") for tea. For the West 
D.C. and self, 

Arthur E. Buckler, S.W. District Captain. 



S.E. District. 
Judging by the law of average, we have every reason to 
look for a fine Saturday this week, and a large attendance. 
The run is to Knockholt (" The Three Horse Shoes "), close 
to the celebrated Beeches, and I hope members will come in 
strong numbers, to atone in some measure for not having 
ridden to Halliford and back last Saturday. 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 



IMPORTANT ROAD RIDING CASE. 

Mr. Percy Letchford, of the Finchley Tricycle Club, was 
summoned at the Brentford Petty Sessions, on Saturday 
last, for "furious riding" in the Eew Bridge Road, 
Brentford. 

P.O. 219 T stated that on the evening of the 14th he 
saw defendant and several other riders on bicycles and 
tricycles, riding at twelve miles an hour. They passed him, 
and he called to them to stop ; they did not do so, and he 
then ran after them, and caught hold of defendant's wheel, 
who, on being stopped, refused his name and address, 
preferring to go to the police station. When there he (the 
constable) charged him with furious driving. 

In cross-examination by Mr. Horace Avory, who appeared 
for the defendant, the constable admitted that defendant 
was not upset by being stopped ; that the distance he ran 
was 20 yards ; that defendant was 10 yards from the kerb 
(there being no kerb), and that the road was 30 yards wide 
(it being as a fact only i^feet wide) ; that he would swear 
that there were more than five riders (as a matter of fact 
there were M*Cullum and Letchford on tri's, and Weeks, 
Oliver Thorn, and Temple Nicholson on bi's). 

Sergeant Walsh and Inspector Blake gave formal evidence 
as to what transpired at the police station, which is devoid 
of interest to cyclists. 

Mr. Horace Avory first disclaimed any wish to dispute 
that a tricycle was a " carriage " within the meaning of the 
Act, although he thought that even that was open to 
argument, and he then went on to state that having no 
technical knowledge of cycling himself he would leave the 
case to his witnesses, but previously he called attention to 
the absurdity of the constable's evidence, who stated that 
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he met the riders, called on them to stop, w&ited to see if 
they did so, and then went after them and caught them all 
in 20 yard»— a practical impossibility if they were riding 
furiously. He then called, 

Mr. W. A. Smith, who appeared by subpoena, and stated 
that he hud never seen Mr. Letchford until within two 
hours of the occurrence, but was riding back in his company. 
He said they were travelling about seven miles an hour ; 
that no one except an expert could judge of the speed at 
which a machine travelled ; that the machiue in question 
was "geared down," so that in order to cover the same 
distance with ten revolutions of the wheel, as the machine 
which he (witness) was riding, the defendant would have to 
make 14 revolutions of his feet, which would naturally lead 
to a supposition that the defendant was spurting to catch 
the witness up. 

The Chairman then said that after the very lucid manner 
in which the witness had gi?en his evidence, it was needless 
to call additional witnesses. It was clear that the constable 
had made a mistake, and the Bench would dismiss the 
summons. 

Mr. Horace Avory then stated that he had appeared on 
behalf of the Bicycle Union, but it must not be supposed 
for one moment that that body countenanced furious riding, 
but they thought that as this was clearly a mistaken charge 
they ought to defend it — Cyclist 



EASTERN COUNTIES, TO WIT, TWO. 
It was on Monday, April 3rd, that we — "Hum her" 
(54in.) and I — started from Ongar to see some friends at 
Ipswich. We only took between us a Saturday to Monday 
bag, as we didn't know whether the friends would be at 
home, and we were only out for one night. The wind was 
east, and we were bound that way, so it blew our teeth 
about. Got away from home somewhere about 11.25 a.m., 
and made for Chelmsford (Hi), roads good, pace bad; 
went through to Witham (8), where we devoured beef 
sandwiches and studied the "Graph." Witham to Col- 
chester (14) very level, sandy and unsheltered, and as we 
munched our biscuit in "The Cups" we thought we'd had 
enough for the day, but it was early — only 4.30 — at least 
two hours more light, so we started again to try the 
beastly wind and the equally noxious gales, and found that 
the road was better, the wind leas, and the surface not 
quite so flat. Still, those who declare the 18 miles from 
Colchester to Ipswich to be "a succession of short abrupt 
hills," I beg to take leave to contradict. There are perhaps 
four ups and four downs, all simple, the whole way, the 
rest is almost dead level, but rather prettier than the 
London side of Colchester. Of course there's the rise out 
of one town and the drop into the other, but that doesn't 
count. We went by the main road, but I believe there is one 
to the left of it, by Colchester Station, more level, coming 
in at Stratford^ seven miles from Colchester. Ipswich was 



made at 6.40, and my friends found at 7.50. The hour 
and ten minutes was spent looking for the house. When I 
did get there they welcomed me most hospitably, and I was 
well fed and generally made happy. Distance for the day 
between 51 and 52 miles. Next morning — ^after seeing 
round my host's place, which he has lately come to and 
made extremely nice in a very short space of time — I got 
under weigh somewhere before eleven, and inquired for an 
old house in the Buttermarket. It is about three hundred 
years old, wonderfully moulded plaster and carved wood, 
and well worth anyone's time to go and see. The interior 
I did not see ; I wish now I had. As a matter of fact, 
every other house in Ipswich is quaint and picturesque — it 
seems a delightful old place ; and here I must remark that 
the kind consideration and courtesy of the men of Ipswich 
beats anything I ever came across. On Monday night 
everyone was as anxious as possible to find my host's house 
for me. One gentleman took the trouble of going to inquire 
of his father for me, and another walked about with me for 
a long time, and finally piloted me right from one end of 
the town to the other to show me the way to the river side, 
and to the house I wanted. And as I was walking through 
the streets, looking for the Buttermarket, in the morning, 
a local 'cyclist pointed it out to me, and took me into 
the Ipswich reading room to find a map of the road to 
Manningtree — by which way I wanted to go home — ^and 
finally showed me the way out of the town. I should 
have had a great deal of trouble without this gentleman's 
kind help. Once on the road to Manningtree all was easy. 
The wind was, as before, east, so I had it astern, and just 
slept along, doing hardly any work, and in consequence 
of the bad habit contracted against the wind, going very 
slow. Colchester this way is about twenty miles, and when 
there, after the accustomed sandwich (it's better to go upon 
than a big feed in the middle of the day), we made straight 
for Maldon, about sixteen miles, through jolly lanes, pretty 
country, and lots of good readable signposts, so that the 
way is perfectly easy to find. Maldon, from this side, seen 
on the side of a steep hill with water at the bottom, looks 
very lovely ; to my thinking, it's a prettier sight than Ross, 
which is supposed to look well from the lower side. There's 
a big hill up through Maldon, then a drop almost directly, 
another rise, and the town goes out of sight at once. This 
is by the Chelmsford road, which rises all the way to 
Daubury, where the downy Ongarian turns to the left and 
goes by a lower and better road to Great Baddow, and then 
to the left again to the racecourse, and down a steep, loose 
drop to Margaretting. This way avoids Chelmsford, and 
brings one into Blackmore Highwood as soon almost as the 
high road is crossed. By Mill Green the ways home are 
many, all lanes, to be learnt by practice. I chose Black- 
more and Stondon, and, coming into Ongar by the lower 
end of the town, felt proud of having got back from Ipswich 
by an absolutely different route (except where I touched 
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Colchester), with only eight miles more going. Distance, 
59 miles. A very pretty road all the way, but then the 
wind being three-quarters with, had something to do with 
that. 

ye who brag of the beauties of the Wye Valley and of 
Ross on its banks, go and see Maldon from the Colchester 
road, and despise it not because it's in Essex, near 
London, and therefore easily get-atable. For one 'cyclist 
who has been to see Maldon, or the old house in the Butter- 
market, probable five and twenty have seen Ross, yet it's 
much farther off, and therefore must be better. It's just like 
those people who gush about the Rhine and don't know their 
own Thames ; who go to Switzerland, and ask what and 
where is Leith Hill ; who rave of Cologne Cathedral, and 
have never seen the walls of Chester ; who brag of knowing 
all the pictures in the Dresden Gallery, and never go inside 
our own National Gallery. Bah ! Realise some of the 
beauties you have near home, and then you have a right 
to talk about those far off, and not before. 

L. Shbddbr. 



ON HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 

Although we live in a town containing over two thousand 
inhabitants, having a junction station on a main line of 
railway, the greater part of our correspondence is carried 
by road some ten or twelve miles across country to a small 
station on another line. This sort of arrangement is not 
uncommon in England ; but I must state the fact by way 
of preface before I proceed to explain how I came to be 
employed " On Her Majesty's Service." 

I was riding up the High Street one night about eleven 
o'clock, on my way home after spending the evening with 
some friends living a little way out of the town, when I became 
aware of an unusual amount of excitement in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Post Office. The postmaster was standing 
in the middle of the road, gazing intently up the street, 
and as I passed, his assistant came running up with the 
announcement that "he had got clean away." My first 
idea was that a robbery had been committed or attempted, 
but on inquiry I learnt that the mailman had driven off with- 
out the registered letters. The postmaster was evidently in 
a great stew, for it happened to have been market day, and 
the bag contained an important parcel from the bank — 
which indeed had been the cause of all the trouble — besides 
other things. I asked how long the cart had gone, and 
finding it had only got five or six minutes' start, offered to 
take the bag and overtake the mail. My offer was at once 
accepted, and with the bag slung on my back I started off. 
It was a dark night, but I knew the road well, and my only 
trouble was from the number of besotted louts who were 
finding their way home after spending the evening in the 
public houses. From some of these, rolling all over the 
road, I had narrow escapes ; but by dint of much shouting 
and bellringing, did the first two miles in safety. Here I 



had to dismount and run up a quarter of a mile or more of 
a steep incline. In mounting hurriedly at the top I nearly 
got pitched over the handles from the bag swinging round, 
but just managed to save myself, and being now on an un- 
frequented part of the road, flew the other side of the hill 
in a way I should not have done had it not been for Her 
Majesty. Just at the bottom I very nearly ran over what 
I found was a low basket-carriage going in the same direction 
as myself. On asking the man who was driving if he had 
seen the mail, he replied, " Here you are." " You've dropped 
a bag," said I, with a slight departure from strict veracity. 
The man pulled up short, and by the time I had dismounted 
and got back to him, had discovered his loss. Judging from 
appearances, my explanation of the cause of the deficiency 
did not seem at all an unlikely one, for the vehicle was a 
low basket-carriage, open at the sides ; the bags were 
heaped carelessly on the floor and front seat, and the man 
had no lamps. I gladly handed over my encumbrance^ 
which he as joyfully received, and drove off with many 
expressions of thanks to me and exclamations at his good 
luck. 

I met the man a few days afterwards in the town, and, 
on telling him who I was, was at once offered carte blanche 
in the matter of drinlcs, and had great difficulty in escaping 
from his pressing invitations. It seems that he had seen 
the bag put in the chaise and had signed for it, but it had 
been taken out again by the clerk in order to put in a parcel 
sent over from the bank at the last moment, and the mail- 
man, thinking he was late, drove off quickly without 
noticing the abstraction. This is the only opportunity I 
have yet had of doing Her Majesty a service. 

D. D. S. 



A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OF 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By R J. and H. H. Shereiff. 
( Continued from page 36.^ 
Wednesday, July 20th. To improve our usually delicate 
(?) appetites, we went for a bathe before breakfast. The 
sea was very rough, but we got a capital dip, and together 
with the walk over Castle View, were quite ready for break- 
fast. Good fish can be obtained at almost every hotel and 
at any time in Wales, and Aberystwith is pai-ticularly noted 
for soles, which formed our first course, and nicer ones we 
had never before tasted — ^with eggs and other eatables we 
made a capital meal. There was no hotel we entered we 
were more pleased with than the "Queen's:" well attended 
to, everything to eat of the best, and charges for so large 
an hotel and fashionable sea resort absurdly small — for tea, 
bed, breakfast, and attendance, the bill was only 12s. 3d. for 
the two. The hotel is finely situated looking on the sea, 
and the manager most obliging ; altogether we much 
regretted being unable to stay another day or so. All 
riders touring in Wales should visit Aberystwith and the 
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Devil's Bridge (eleven miles distant), for they would never 
be disappointed with either. Leaving about ten o'clock 
we soon left the town behind, of which we shall always 
cherish most pleasant recollections. A long, steep ascent 
soon brought us to our feet. From the summit a splendid 
view of the town was obtained, with the sea glittering and 
dazzling under the bright sun, which was already shedding 
its powerful rays upon us. Remounting, a steep and dan- 
gerous hill followed, and H. was as nearly as possible run away 
with, just saving himself by a flying dismount and running 
the machine into the bank by the road. The stifTest part 
being walked, remounting, we still had great difficulty 
keeping our machines in hand, the descent being long* 
rough, and several sharp "dips;" however, Tal-y-bout 
(265) was safely reached. The hill into this village should 
be taken carefully, as the turning at the bottom is rather 
sudden, and a bridge has to be crossed. A fair undulating 
road, amid beautiful scenery, the broad river Dovey flow- 
ing on our left, continued on to Eglwysfach (270), and 
mostly downhill into 

MACHYNLLETH 

(278), one rest in a wood being all we had for nineteen 
miles, which we considered very moderate, taking in 
account the hilly country and the great heat. We reached 
the town about twelve o'clock. It is placed in a fine valley 
near the confluence of the rivers Dulas and Dovey, but 
contains nothing of interest, so we did not stop. It was 
market day, and we met farmers on horseback with their 
wives or daughters sitting behind, on their way to the 
town, which rather amused us. Crossing the river Dovey 
we came upon some very beautiful scenery, the road 
running through a wood, with waterfalls in abundance and 
the usual stream close by. A tremendous ascent of three 
or four miles was very warm work, the sun being just over- 
head and very hot. We were still " pegging " away when 
we came across a slate quarry close to the roadside, which 
was a busy sight, and thinking it more pleasant to see the 
men working than working ourselves, we dismounted to 
watch them ; whilst so doing, a quarryman came up and 
asked us if we should like to see over it, which we gladly 
assented to, and being introduced to the " gaffer," as the 
foreman of the works is called, we were shown over first 
the outside works where the cutting, sawing, and squaring 
the slates was going on. All is done by machinery, and a 
most interesting sight it was, the manner huge blocks of slate 
were sawn up, and the quickness with which each slate was 
squared to a certain size being very wonderful. We were 
next taken into the quarry itself, and walked over a mile 
beneath the mountain. A tram-line runs down the 
passages on which trucks run with the blocks of slate, and 
we had to be very careful in walking in the centre of the 
line, for on either side are deep chasms of great depth, 
where certain death would result if one happened to fall 
in. Our guide went first with a light, and we followed. 


It was very cold, water dripping through the rocks every- 
where ; but this we rather liked, having had a baking already 
during the morning. Lights glimmering in the distance 
were a welcome sight from the pitchy darkness we were 
walking in, and we were now able to view the men at work, 
drilling and blasting the rock, our guide meanwhile ex- 
plaining everything. Sometimes eighty or ninety tons of 
rock are procured at one blast; accidents occasionaUy occur, 
and men get lost down the many winding dark passages. 
It was a relief to get back into the open air and daylight 
though we were very pleased with what we had seen, the 
gaffer " being very obliging and showing everything that 
was worth seeing. Remounting, another mile or so of 
ascent had to be negotiated ; the surface however was 
perfect, and it was ridden without much trouble, the 
scenery being very fine all around. Passing through the 
village of Llaingraes we reached the summit, where a 
glorious scene burst upon our view; on our left lay the 
Lake Mwngil, with the little village of Talyllyn on its bank, 
whilst all around rise up high hills and mountains. It was 
the first lake we had seen in Wales, and were consequently 
much struck with the view, and dismounted to admire it at 
our ease. The descent was too steep to ride, which rather 
vexed us, as we had been expecting a run down corres- 
ponding with that we had just climbed. We were only 
able to ride a short distance before another long rise com- 
menced, which, being rough, we had to walk, which we 
were rather glad of, as the scenery was very fine — ^bare 
rocky mountains, with numerous waterfalls, whilst Lake 
Mwngil behind remained in view for miles, and it seemed 
we could never see enough of ib. E., however, who it 
appeared was getting hungry, rode on to order dinner at 
Dolgelly, whilst H. walked quietly up the long ascent. 
( To be continued.) 

ECHOES. 

It is the sign of a great mind to write illegibly. The 
brain works with such rapidity that the pen cannot keep 
time with it and is left hopelessly in the background. It 
was no mistake of mine, Mr. Editor, although you insinuate 
it was, that the word " caligraphy " appeared incorrectly in 
the issue of April 13th. I regret very much that your 
"Captious Critic" diould have been so exercised about it, but 
the fact is that the Latin quotation with which I terminated 
the paragraph in question appeared in the manuscript as if 
it had been written in cuniform characters, and the com- 
positor rendered it according to his own ideas. 

• •«•«« 

I am glad to see in the last Oazbtte that the Committee 
have appointed a Club cloth merchant, so that members 
can, if they prefer it, now order their uniforms from their 
own tailors, who will be able to supply them without the 
loss of dignity entailed, under the old regime, of having 
to buy the cloth from another tailor instead of a cloth 
merchant 
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It is amusing to read tbe advocates of knickerbockers 
versus knee breeches writing letters in the Gazette, in a 
style which leads one to suppose that they think the former 
are not a part of the correct Club uniform. If they will 
refer to Rule 2 they will find that knickerbockers are what 
they ought to wear, and that no mention is made of knee 
breeches. 

As the rule does not limit the dimensions of the garment 
in question, " B. A." can gratify his whim, and wear them 

as ''full "as he likes. 

• • • • • • 

Francis and H. R. Reynolds rode up River Hill last week. 

• •*««• 

I hear that Wyndham, 0. Thorn, Harrold Smithy 

Griffith, and G. A. Brown will probably ride for us in our 

match against the O.n.BLC. 

««•••« 

I hope no one will be prevented from running in the 

Bath Trial this year through not having entered. Members 

wishing to enter have only to write to the Hon. Sec. before 

the 15th inst., intimating their desire to do so. It is 

perhaps hardly necessary to add that there is no entry fee, 

though why there should not be is ** one of those things 

which no fellow can understand." 

T. E. Scrutton will judge at the Inter-Varsity Races on 

Saturday next. 

• • • • • • 

It must have been a curious sight to see the competitors 
in the three miles bicycle race at Richmond on the 29th 
ult. cover more than half the distance dismounted. Each 
time they came round into the wind they jumped off, as 
they could push their machines quicker than they could 

ride them against the tempest. 

• «••«• 

The Committee of the Amateur Athletic Association 
have decided to recommend to the General Meeting to 
expunge the note to their amateur definition respecting 
bicycling. This will probably complete the harmony 
between the A.A.A. and B.U., and undo any ill effects 
remaining from the celebrated Oxford meeting of the 
A.A.A. 

The O'Reilly objected to the reference to him made by 
"Preceptor." He thinks six months should have read 
eighteen months. So did the writer, but he feared being 
accused of exaggeration. 

It is probable that our old friend A. Ogier Ward will 
shortly be attached to the London Hospital, and will again 
join our ranks as an active member. 

Several members' fathers are taking to tricycling. Why 
don't they join us ? The only restriction as to age is they 

must be over eighteen. 

• ••••• 

Whatever it may have been, the ride to Halliford could 



hardly be called monotonotis ; what with avoiding falling 
branches, scrambling over the trunks of prostrate trees, not 
to mention occasional moments of intense excitement when 
one's steed — ^refusing to face the gale — stood still on its 
hind wheel, while now and again the rider was literally 
lifted from the saddle and borne to earth by the impetuosity 
of the blast. 

I have heard members excuse thenaselvas in all sorts of 
ways for not attending the meet at Halliford, but the most 
original excuse came from the S.E. Colossus, who asserts 
that the reason why he did not go was that it was too far 
to take his dog. 

It was essentially a day for home training, and it speaks 
well for the severity of the weather that two energetic 
members of the S.E. forsook their trusty "bi.'s" and hired 
a " Sociable " for the occasion. 

Of course they are credited with having ridden the whole 
way, but when an inquisitive wight asked to see the " bus " 
he was told it had been left at the Railway Station. 
Verbum sap. Rambler. 

RACING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The f oUowing list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meeting:) mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

May 6.— Hornioglow Athletic Sports. 

6.— Alexandra Palace, One and Three Miles Han- 
dicaps and Five Miles Invitation Scratch. 
6.— University College, One Mile, Stamford Bridge. 
13.— La Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 
20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 
20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 
20.— L.A.C. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Pauls School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial 

29. — Pengwern Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 

30. — Mansfield C. and F. C. Sports. 

June 1.— L.A.C. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap. 

S.—West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
lO.—Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10.— Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — Widues Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
17.— Sutton B.C. 

20. — London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 

22.— St. Bartholomew's Hospital at Stamford Bridge. 

24. — Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 

24.— London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
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June 24. — Speedwell B.C., Aston Lower Grounds, Bir- 
mingham. 

29. — L. A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicvcle Handicap. 
July 1. — Blackheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 
1.— Belgrave B.C., One Mile, Surbiton. 
8.— Rai] [way Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 
8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 
8. — Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15. — ^L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — Eastbourne B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
29. — ^Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — " Preceptor's " article on machines and their 
owners is very useful Perhaps you will allow me to add 
a few remarks on the subject ; first, a strip of flannel or 
lampwick well saturated with Russian tallow and fastened 
round the bearings (wherever practicable) will, to a large 
extent, keep out both mud and grit ; it may be changed 
once a mouth, or oftener if the weather be wet. This plan 
adopted with respect to the shoulder of the treadle-pins 
will keep a pair of treadles in good running order for years, 
and they do not require half the oil they otherwise take. 
I cannot agree about a small quantity of paraffin oil making 
a bearing run harsh ; it certainly keeps them beautifully 
clean, and all the finest American lubricating oils are 
slightly mixed with it for this purpose. If a handle-bar 
should snap off, a stout hedge-stake lashed firmly on to the 
remaining portion of the bar will be found a real " friend 
in need;" I have practically proved this. Backbones 
occasionally crack ; if the damage be noticed in time it is 
possible by the aid of a few narrow strips of sheet steel, and 
a sufficient quantity of stout cobbler's waxed end, to splice 
the crack and finish a run of 100 miles. 

In bending either cranks or handle-bars, always, if possible, 
heat the metal before attempting to bend it ; a red-hot 
poker or piece of iron laid on it will suffice. Never, in fixing 
a tyre, permit a red-hot poker to come into contact with 
the cement, as it effectually destroys its virtue as an 
adhesive ; the best thing to use is a spirit lamp applied 
under the felloe. MoCullum Hill. 

With your permission I will reply on the Concert question 
next week. 

7'o the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — As the question of Uniform is under discussion, 
might I be allowed to suggest that there should be a pre- 
scribed cut as well as colour and material for the coat, etc., 



as at present the variety of styles which are collected 
together at every Club Meet can hardly be said to carry 
out the idea of Uniform at all. The coat I would suggest 
is one of a similar cut to an Austrian patrol jacket, accom- 
panied by breeches, and not knickerbockers, as suggested 
by one correspondent. As to caps, why should not yachting 
caps be worn ? They are comfortable, not liable to shrink 
or blow off, and the peak affords some shade to the eyes. — 
I am, sir, yours truly, DlstRiciua 
28th April, 1882. 

To the Ediicr of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — On the downs, about half way between Devizes 
and Marlboro', on the right-hand side of the road, and 
nearly opposite some red brick waterworks, there is a raised 
grave with head and foot stones, but with no inscription. 
The other day, being that way, and inquiring of a rustic 
there, I was told the following story. In the time of 
coaching, when the letters were carried by post-carts^ two 
highwaymen one night robbed the mail. The same day a 
poor man had walked from Marlboro' to Devizes to see 
friends, and after jollifying set off to walk back, but beer 
and festivities had made him somewhat heavy, and so 
overcame him that he fell asleep on the roadside. The 
robbers having taken all they wanted, finding the man 
unconscious — placed the mail bags, etc., under and by him, 
and he was, of course, soon taken and gibbeted on the 
spot, the punishment for robbing the mails in those days, 
notwithstanding his protestations of innocence. Some 
years after, one of the highwaymen confessed that the 
man sacrificed was not guilty, but as the deed was done 
and could not be undone, Government had the grave con- 
secrated and keeps it up as it is at present. Has anyone 
else heard of this story before, and can anyone give me the 
date of the event ? The mound is about three yards from 
the side of the road, and can be easily seen by any passer 
by. — Yours truly, Alfred Basker. 

P.S. — The same rustic being rather a wag, said, "And 
do you know, sir, that all the milestones from here to 
London are on one side of the road ? " I of course pointed 
out the wrongness of such an assertion, when he, with a 
winning smile, exclaimed, "Surely you would not have them 
in the middle, therefore they must be one side of the road." 
A retreat and coppers for beer followed. 

The Antipluvium " can be obtained from Anderson, 
Abbot, and Anderson, Queen Victoria Street. 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 
C. W. — The Gazette will be sent to your new address as 
requested. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contrihtitions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, i^astcheap, £.0.,** and xnuft bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be Avrittm on one side of the 
paper only. and. if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5. SO p.m. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

The question of head covering which has claimed so much 
attention in our columns lately is one no doubt of very 
practical importance, yet we are inclined to think that the 
result of the whole correspondence, upon a pensive mind, 
will be to lead it to the conclusion that after all it is better 
not to attempt any change, because, if for no better reason, 
it would be so hopelessly impossible to know which way to 
turn. The very variety of the advice which our correspon- 
dents have given seems to a large extent its own refutation, 
for we must bear in mind that it is the man with a grievance 
who writes to tell us of it, and the large majority who do 
not write have at any rate acquiesced quietly in the present 
arrangements for some time, and we are by no means sure 
that on a poll merely for or against our present caps the 
majority for would not be a large one. One member who 
is by no means an infrequent rider assures us he has worn 
a cap regularly since the spring of 1878, and hopes to do 
so for some time to come ; and we recollect, when this 
subject was before the Club some years ago, a member did 
write to us strongly supporting the status quo. While, 
therefore, we are anxious to give our cordial support to 
any needful and beneficial reform in the Club, we cannot 
help thinking that the neat dark blue cap, with the per- 
missive straw hat for hot days, and the sunshade covering 
for exceptional heat, will be more likely to meet the views 
of the Club in general than any modification at present 
suggested. 
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L.B.O. V. O.U.Bi.C. 

I shall be glad if any members wishing to represent the 
Club in the above match at Oxford on May 20th, will let 
me know as soon as possible. I have at present more 
quality than quantity. T. E. Sceutton, Captain. 

Copsefield, Buckhurst Hill. 



L.B.C. V. C.U.Bi.C. 
The match against the C.U.Bi.C. will take place on 
June 22nd, and not on June 20th, as previously notified. 



BATH TRIAL. 

I shall be glad to receive offers of assistance from mem- 
bers of the Club, in the matters of timing, etc., along 
the road. It adds very much to the interest of our report 
if we can get times taken pretty frequently. I hope to go 
down to Bath on the Saturday, start the men, and be at 
the finish ; and I should like, if possible, to have men 
timing at Devizes, Marlboro* Hill, Hungerford, Newbury, 
Reading, Maidenhead Bridge, Slough, and Colnbrook. 
Will any members who can help let me know? 

T. E. Sceutton, Captain. 

Copsefield, Buckhurst Hill, E. 



Members are reminded that entries for this event must 
be made in writing to the Hon. Sec. on or before Monday, 
15th May. 

" Homelea," Qreenhill, Hampstead. 
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EVENING RACE MEETING IN B.W. DISTRICT. 
SuRBiTON Qeounds, 8th Junb, 1883. 
Mile Handicap, opeu to all members. Special allowance 
Trill be made for those riding Roadsters. 
Novices Race, for those who have never won a prize. 
Our Captain, T. E. Scrutton, has kindly consented to act 
as judge. 
Entrance fee for each event, 2s. 6d. 
Racing to commence at 6.45. 

Entries to be sent to A. E. Buckler, Gloucester House, 
Kingston Hill ; or G. P. Coleman, Craig's Court, Charing 
Cross, S.W. 

INTER-UNIVERSITY BICYCLE RACES. 
This annual contest took place on Saturday last on the 
path of the C.U.Bi.C, in fine, still weather, very suitable 
for fast times. The path, however, owing to the recent 
rains, was not in such good condition as could have been 
wished, being rather bumpy in places, and rough on the 
outside. This latter feature added very much to the diffi- 
culty of passing on the outside on a circular path, and 
undoubtedly had something to do with the result in the 
Two Miles. All three races produced very exciting contests, 
the men being well together all through, and the Ten Miles 
especially roused the spectators to great enthusiasm. There 
was a very good attendance, the reserved seats being weU 
filled with ladies. Messrs. Crofton (an old Dark Blue) and 
Scrutton judged, and J. F. Darrell, of Caius, started the 
races. 

Two Miles. 

1, W. F. M. Buckley, Ch. Ch., Oxford ; 2, G. D. Day, 
St. John's, Cambridge ; 3, W. K. Adam, Exeter, Oxford. 
H. Muir, Corpus, Cambridge, did not finish. Time, 
5 min. 52f sec. 

On getting away Adam at once went to the front, and 
made the pace warm for half a mile. Day Ijdng close up. 
In the third lap Buckley went to the front, and led at the 
end of the first mile, completed in 2 min. 54{ sec. The 
pace then moderated considerably. Buckley continued to 
lead, but, owing to his not knowing the path, rode rather wide, 
and frequently kept Day well on the outside of the course. 
In the last lap both Buckley and Day spurted their hardest, 
but Day on the rough outside could not get round, and 
Buckley, who kept very wide, won pretty easily by five 
yards ; Adam twenty yards behind Day. Muir was out- 
paced from the start, and stopped in the third lap. The 
last lap was ridden in 40} sec. 

Ten Miles. 

1, J. S. Whatton, Trinity, Cambridge ; 2, W. P. M. 
Buckley, Ch. Ch., Oxford ; 3, W. K. Adam, Exeter, Oxford; 
4, A. B. W. Whatton, Trinity, Cambridge ; 5, E. H. 
Brown, St. John's, Cambridge ; 6, J. R. Walter, Oxford. 
Time, 31 min. 38 sec. 

The men got off to a capital start, but as both Buckley 



and Adam had just had a severe slanggle in the two miles, 
and Whatton was to save himself for the last mile, the 
pace was very moderate, the first mile being ridden in 
3 min. 16f sec. Brown led for the greater part of the first 
two miles, when Adam took up the running till close upon 
five miles, covered in 15 min. 57 sec. The men were all 
close up, and constantly changed their positions. Whatton 
was only in front for two laps before the ninth mile, and, 
in obedience to orders, Brown very pluckily at once spurted 
and relieved him of the lead. At the beginning of the 
ninth mile Whatton went to the front and remained there 
to the end, answering very pluckily every attempt to pass 
him. Buckley made his effort haJf way through the last 
lap, and drew nearly level with the leader, but could not 
quite get round, and Whatton, drawing away a little, won 
by a clear length ; Adam a length behind Buckley. The 
last mile was. ridden in 2 min. 58 sec., the last lap in 89 sec. 

Twenty-five Miles. 

1, G. D. Day, St. John's Coll., Cambridge ; 2, W. A. G. 
Walter, Exeter, Oxford, and H. Muir, Corpus, Cambridge 
(dead heat) ; 4, D. R. Smith, Queen's, Oxford ; 5, A. J. 
Crichton, Trinity, Cambridge. M. H. Jephson, Hertford, 
Oxford, did not finish. Time, 1 hr. 20 min. 8 sec. 

As the men were all together till the twentieth mile, it 
is almost impossible to describe this race. Muir and Walter 
led alternately the greater part of the distance, but Jephson 
was in front for some time. At the beginning of the twen- 
tieth mile Jephson rushed to the front and tried to get 
clear of his field ; Day, however, stuck to him. After a 
quick mile, done in 3 min. 3f sec, the pace slackened 
again, and all except Crichton caught up the leaders. 
Crichton fell back gradually, and was overlapped before 
the finish. Day went to the front in the second lap of the 
last mile, and led the rest of the way. Unfortunately, 
Jephson's wheel was caught by the step of one of the other 
Oxford men at the beginning of the last lap, and several of 
the spokes were smashed. As he had to dismount, the race 
was robbed of the greater part of its interest, for though 
Walter spurted up to Day very pluckily, Day held him 
safe all the time, and coming away half through the lap 
won hands down by twenty yards, Muir just making a dead 
heat of it with Walter on the post. Day's last h/p was 
41 sec. Five miles were ridden in 16 min. 4} sec, ten 
miles in 32 min. 0| sec, half way in 40 min. 6| sec, 
fifteen miles in 48 min. Ilf sec, and twenty miles in 
1 hr. 4 min. 22| sec Eighteen miles, 1,200 yards, were 
ridden in the hour. 

As will be seen, Cambridge won the odd event, making 
the score, Cambridge six Oxford three, since 1874, when 
the races commenced. Neither the Two Miles nor the 
Twenty-Five were perfectly satisfactory, although we do not 
think the results would have been altered. Day would 
have been very much nearer Buckley in the Two Miles if he 
had not been driven on to the outside by wide riding, and 
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in the Twenty-Kve Jephson would certainly have made a 
very good race of it with Day. The times in hoth these 
races were very good, though in the Twenty-Five Miles both 
Day and Jephson could probably have improved the time 
considerably, if pressed. The Ten Miles was slow for the 
day, but Whatton rode with great judgment and pluck, 
and gives promise of becoming a first-class man. 



IMPORTANT TRICYCLE CASE. 
We are informed that the account published in a con- 
temporary, and copied into this paper, of the above case 
was incorrect. The following particulars have been sent up 
by one of our members who was present, and will no doubt 
be interesting to our readers : — 

Percy Tilt Letchford (Finchley Tricycle Club), well known 
to many members of the L.B.C. (especially those in the N. W. 
Division), was summoned at the Brentford Petty Sessions on 
Saturday, the 29th ultimo, to answer a charge of furiously 
driving his tricycle to the common danger of the public in 
High Street, Brentford, on Saturday, the 15th April, at 
nine p.m. The case was defended by Mr. Horace Avery, 
who appeared on behalf of the Bicycle Union. There was 
a full bench of magistrates sitting, of whom Mr. QIossop 
was Chairman. 

Police-constable John Roberts, 219 T, having been sworn, 
gave evidence as follows : — About nine p.m. on the day in 
question I was on duty in High Street, Brentford, when the 
defendant, with six or seven bicyclists, rode by at a furious 
pace. I called to them to stop, but they did not do so, but 
one of them called out, "Why, he's drunk, give him a run." 
I then ran after them, and took hold of the defendant's 
tricycle and stopped him ; I then demanded his name and 
address, which he refused to give, but said he would go to 
the Police Station, which he did, and I there^charged him 
with furious driving. 

By the Bench : At what rate was he riding ? — About 
twelve miles per hour, your worship. 

The Chairman : Twelve miles per hour ! that is a very 
fast rate. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Avery : How many of these 
gentlemen were there? you said, I think, six or seven. 
Seven, I believe.— Mr. Avery : Will you swear there were 
seven ? No reply. — Mr. A. : Well, were there six ? P.C. : 
Yes ; I will swear there were six. — Mr. A. : Mind, sir, all 
these gentlemen are here present. P.C. : There were two 
on tricycles and four on bicycles. — Mr. A. : How far did 
you run ? P.C. : About twenty yards. — Mr. A. : Where 
were you standing ? P.C. : Opposite the " Waggon and 
Horses " inn.— Mr. A. : Were you not opposite the "Royal 
Tar " ? P.C. : No ; I was walking up from Kew Bridge, 
and they passed me when opposite the " Waggon and 
Horses." — Mr. A. : Were many people or vehicles in the 
roadway ? P.C. : I did not see any vehicles, but several 
people were in the roadway. — Mr, A. : How far was 



defendant riding from the kerb? P.C. : About ten yards. — 
Mr. A. : Ten yards ! Why, how broad is the road there ? 
P.C. : About thirty yards, I should say.— (N.B. The extreme 
breadth is forty feet). — The constable then gave evidence 
as to what occurred at the Police Station, as to charging 
Mr. Letchford, etc. 

Sergeant Walsh stated that the defendant and the other 
riders, when at the station, were greatly excited, and that 
Mr. Letchford said Constable 219 T was drunk. 

Mr. Avery : Did he not say, " Why, he must have been 
drunk to have stopped me in such a manner ? " Sergeant 
Walsh : I understood him to say he was drunk. 

Inspector Rowling (from the body of the Court) : I may 
say, your worship, that a great number of bicyclists and — 

Mr. Avery : I object to any general statement ; please 
confine yourself to the case in point. The inspector sat down. 

Sergeant Blake then gave evidence to the effect that 
219 T said the defendant was racing agaiixst the others, 
and that they were riding three abreast. He, however, 
appeared to know nothing about the case beyond hearsay 
evidence, which was of no value. 

Mr. Avery, before calling any witnesses, said he did not 
wish to make any objection to the summons on the ground 
of a technical informality, but that the defendant was 
charged under a wrong Act. — The Chairman : The defen- 
dant is not charged, he is summoned. — Mr. A. : I accept 
your correction. It has been ruled that a bicycle is a 
carriage within the meaning of the Act, but at present 
there is no Act specially legislating for tricycles. He would 
not, however, question the legal responsibility of a tricyclist 
to obey the ordinary rules regulating street traffic. What, 
however, he would point out was, that he claimed the same 
right for a tricyclist in the matter* of speed as was allowed 
to a gentleman driving his private trap, and he would 
venture to submit that for such vehicles a speed of even 
12 miles per hour under certain circumstances would not 
be considered excessive by the bench. The question of 
furious driving could not alone rest upon speed. For 
instance, a rate of 14 or 15 miles per hour on a country 
road, where there was no traffic, would not be considered a 
furious rate, while half that speed in a crowded thorough- 
fare would certainly be so. He would, however, say no 
more, but call his witnesses, who, he ventured to think, 
would satisfactorily prove to the Bench that the constable 
had made an error of judgment in charging defendant. 
He then called — 

Mr. W. A. Smith, who was present on a subpoena, and 
who stated that he had met Mr. Letchford for the first 
time that evening — that, in company with Mr. Letchford 
and three bicyclists, he was riding through Brentford at 
about nine p.m. on the day mentioned, and that he was 
leading the way. They all rode at a walking pace through 
Brentford town, and in single file, as the streets were much 
crowded. On arriving at the broader road, by Kew Water- 
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works, they increased their speed to about seven miles per 
hour, certainly not more. He and defendant were slightly 
in advance of the three bicyclists, and he was about two 
lengths of his tricycle ahead of defendant. He heard the 
constable call out, but, as he knew they were riding legally 
he took no notice ; he heard a scuffle, and saw 219 T seize 
defendant's near side wheel, and stop him. He did not 
return, as he objected, for business reasons, to be mixed up 
in it at all. 

By Mr. Avery : What would have been the result if the 
constable had stopped him in such a manner when riding 
at twelve miles per hour ? 

Witness : I think he must inevitably have fallen out of 
the tricycle. The constable also would have been damaged. 

Mr. Avery : Why, in your opinion, did the constable 
think the defendant was racing. You said, I believe, that 
you were leading him at the time ? 

The Chairman : I should ask witness to incriminate 
himself. 

Witness : I accept the situation, your worship. If the 
defendant is guilty, so am I. 

Mr. Avery repeated his question. 

Witness : The defendant was riding a " Devon " very 
much " geared down," which means that speed is sacrificed 
to gain power, and to obtain one revolution of the wheel he 
would have to make his pedals revolve about once and one- 
third ; or, to put it more plainly, to cover the same distance 
in ten revolutions of wheel as I should on my tricycle, 
which is a "Humber," he would move his feet round 
from thirteen to fourteen times, and so give an inexpe- 
rienced looker-on the idea that he was spurting to catch up 
or race by his comrade. 

The Chairman : I thinTc, after the lucid manner in which 
this evidence is given, we cannot but come to the conclusion 
that the constable was mistaken, and we therefore dismiss 
the summons. 

Mr. Avery informed the Bench that he was instructed in 
this case by the Bicycle Union, a body formed to watch over 
the interests of the sport. It must not be supposed for one 
moment that they would or did countenance furious riding 
on the roads, indeed, they set their face resolutely against 
it ; but in the case under notice they were of opinion that 
the charge was unjustifiable, and so defended it. 

Messrs. 0. Thorn, E. A. Weekes, and Nicholson (the 
well-known crack road rider) were present as witnesses, but 
were not called. 

In the magistrates' private room an interesting discussion 
as to the best tricycles for middle-aged persons afterwards 
ensued between two of the justices and McCuUum Hill. 
One of the former is a rider of a " Special Salvo." 

ECHOES. 

I hear that only eleven men have entered for the Bath 
Trial up to date, and that th^ee out of the eleven have 
'r?n medals on previous occasions. Members must not 

rjet that the entries close next Monday. 


C. P. F. Christie was called to the Bar at the Inner 
Temple on Wednesday, May 3rd. 

• « • • • • 

It was a gratifying fact that in the Inter- Varsity Races 
two-thirds of each team were L.B.C. men, including the 
winners of two out of the three races. 

It is easy to be wise after the event, but Oxford would 
have had a better chance of victory had they followed 
Cambridge's example, and not made their first string in 
the ten miles ride in the two miles just before. If Adam 
had been saved for the ten miles, Oxford might have won. 

• « « • ' « • 

Jephson's accident in the last lap of the Twenty-five 
deprived the speculators of a good finish, though, firom the 
way in which Day romped in, we do not think the result 
would have been altered. The way he left his men standing 
still brought up reminiscences of Falconer's last two 
hundred yards in a race. We hone Day and Buckley will 
see their way to ride for some of the championships. 

It is quite clear our men will have to go if they want to 
win the Inter-Club matches. The meetings between 
Griffith and Day and Buckley ought to be well worth 
seeing. 

Francis confirms the theory enunciated the other day, as 
he found N.E. roads considerably worse than S.K on 
Saturday. 

• ««••• 

Having regard to the attendance at Halliford, we might 
almost suppose there was a joint N.E., N.W., and S.E. 
meet at Upminster on Saturday. 

• ••••• 

The N.E. have started a dog. It is a fox terrier, and up 
to date has not been known to follow a bicycle, but it made 
its (j^tt!^ at Upminster, having walked in with Ernest Barrett. 

• ••••« 

Some men are not very particular about their machines. 
I heard of one member who thought his machine a little 
unruly, and recollected at the end of a thirty miles' ride he 
had noticed when he started one crank was an inch shorter 
than the other. 

An indignant member is shocked at my suggesting an 
entrance fee for the Bath. " You seem to forget that it 
isn't a race" is the view he takes of it. 

J. F. Oriffith won the Five Miles Invitation Race at the 
Alexandra Park on Saturday. 

I hear from Basingstoke that very satisfactory progi-ess 
has been made in tiie excavation of the Silchester ruins, and 
some interesting relics have been brought to light. These 
include a sacrificial knife, an urn containing ashes, pieces 
of glass, nails, a baker's oven, and a bath. 

9 • • • • • 

The road from Barnet to Hitchin is said to be in splendid 
condition. 

• **••« 

The last report of Chippindale the ubiquitous is from 
Point-de-6alle, Ceylon, whence he despatches orders for 
telegraphic news to be forwarded to him at Sydney re 
the Jload Trial. Alas ! no ministering angel in a white 
mackintosh will this year haunt the via sacra. 

Bambleb. 




— 
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. FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


May 18. 


1 LeaBridc^eBcLS.SO, 
1 Sybom's Comer 
for Havkb- 

ma. ( " Orange 

Tree.") 


"Jack Straw's" 4.0, 
Hendon Station 
4.25, for ICKSN- 
BAM. ("Coach and 
Horses.") Meet W. 


ICEBNHAlf. 

Meet N.W. 
("Coach & Horses.") 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for LiATBiB- 
HEAD. MeetS.E. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Lsathebhsad. 
Meet S.W. and 
Blaokheath Diy. 


Lewisham Church 
8.30, for LxATHEB- 
HEAD. MeetS.W. 
and Croydon Div. 


May 20. 


Lea Bridge Road, 
8.30, Sybom'a 
Comer, 8.45, for 
Cheshukt. 
Meet N.W. 


"Jack Straw's "4.0, 
TaUy Ho! 4.25, 
for Ohsbhunt. 
Meet N.E. 


8.80, for Watfobd. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Walton. 


4.80, Sandibstiad. 


— PAPERCHASB. 



May 27.— No Official Ron on account of Bank Holiday. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, at 8.45. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DlSTEICT. 

6th May. The "Queen's weather" with which the 
District was favoured resulted in a very fair muster, having 
regard to the counter attraction afforded by Her Majesty's 
proceedings. Only three members and one visitor were at 
Sybom's Corner, it is true, but there were rumours of 
others, and Ernest Barrett and R. B. Hough were sighted 
and passed walking in the Romford road. The usual 
route by the Red Bridge to Ilford was in tolerable order, 
though even here the roads showed signs of the recent rain. 
The main road proved bad, and an attempt, always risky, 
to better it by going to the lanes, resulted in total failure, 
and once again we took to the main road, which we found 
even worse than before. After Romford the roads im- 
proved, but were still very heavy, the only compensating 
advantage being that the hills were really better than 
usual. What may be called the main body reached the 
" Bell " at about 5.50, and decided to wait, which they did 
in good earnest. Francis was the next arrival, and the 
five started to meet the walkers, who arrived about an 
hour after the first instalment, and just before three more 
members of the Barrett family. This party did full justice 
to the ample tea, and were discussing the subsequent 
tobacco when G. Newman made his appearance, after a 
five or six hours' ride, as far as could be gathered. Just as 
it was dark, the original four, with Fred. Barrett, started 
for home, and met with not much better roads than on 
their way there — indeed, at one point the road was so bad 
as to induce a general dismount. The only other diversion 
was the D.C.'s lamp, which with steady pertinacity was 
lighted and went out again, till at Romford a critical in- 
vestigation proved there was a short inch of wick and no 
oil whatever. The two walkers said they were going to 
walk home, and the balance of the party were going to ride 
somewhere. Present : Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, 
Francis (S.E.), R. B. Hough, A. Lloyd, C. Newman (N. W.), 



E. D. Sewell, the following three visitors — ^Arthur Barrett, 
Fred. Barrett, and S. Hough, and 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W. DlSTEICT. 

The weather being a decided improvement on the two 
previous Saturdays, we had a far better muster for Little 
Berkhampstead. The party left Tally-ho ! thirteen strong, 
Jackson being mounted on a tricycle ; we however, did not 
long have his company, as, finding the work rather trying, 
he turned homewards at Whetstone. The number was 
further reduced before Barnet— Roberts, Du Maurier, and 
the brothers Whiteside being suddenly missed — it after- 
wards appearing that they wished to escape before theD.C. 
got wind of their return. Through Potter's Bar the stones 
are nearly as bad as they were before Easter, and there 
seems little chance of their disappearing for some months. 
We turned oflF the North road, going through Northaw and 
the lanes, down Carbon Hill to Newgate Street. This por- 
tion of the run was very much enjoyed, sometimes the road 
winding through woods and at others afiTording extended 
views, the different tints of the young leaves on the trees 
contrasted against the sombre green of the firs adding 
greatly to the beauty of the scene. Our destination was 
reached about 6.15, and a few minutes after we were joined 
by Hindley and Lyne, th^ curiously arriving exactly at 
the same moment from opposite directions. The usual 
festive repast was provided at the " Five Horse Shoes," the 
menu including veal and ham pie, beef, and the usual items 
of a Club tea, Alison arriving just in time to secure the last 
fragments of the pie. Three members elected to go on, the 
rest starting just before dark. At the top of the hill in 
Kentish Lane, where we stopped to light up, some delay 
was occasioned by sundry tiiikerings up of one or two 
machines. Before entering Potter's Bar, TuUoch had the 
misfortune to have one of the keys of his crank drop out, 
and in the dark it was impossible to find it. The combined 
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ingenuity of the party was insufficient to cope with the 
difficulty successfully, and he therefore pluckily faced the 
remaining eleven miles with one leg. The roads, taken all 
round, were very good, and all agreed that they had 
enjoyed a very pleasant run. Distance, 35^ miles. 
Present : Alison, Aiken, Bamett, Du Maurier, Elgood, 
C. L Hill, W. T. Hill, Hindley, Jackson, Lyne, Roberts, 
Stunt, Tulloch, G. Whiteside, W. Whiteside, and 

W. J. WiLiiAMS, District Captain. 



W. AND S.W. DiSTEICTS. 

Olorious weather made our joint run last Saturday to 
Newland's Corner a very delightful although a long ride 
for the majority of those present. Five members of the 
W. met at the appointed starting place, and rode to 
Kingston, arriving at 4.13. After waiting a few minutes 
we were joined by the S.W. men, Price and Hawley riding 
up just as we were about to start. At Claremont £. H. 
Carr was sighted on ahead, and he, with the aid of Eoch 
and Adam, kept us from lingering on the road to Ripley. 
The masses of furze at Wisley were all in full bloom, and 
the scenery here begins to put on a beautiful early summer 
appearance — the different shades of green making quite a 
picture as we descended Red Hill. It must have been the 
invigorating smell of the pines that made us rush into 
Ripley and enjoy a glass of milk so much there, but we had 
to wait several minutes for the rear guard, who had not 
been carried away by their feelings apparently. A long 
and gentle rise through West Clandon finishes abruptly in 
a very steep hill to the Corner itself, where Wyndhanf was 
found awaiting us. The view from here is perhaps the 
finest in the south of England, and we saw it under the 
most favourable circumstances. The sun was just about to 
set, and a sofb, mystic light seemed spread over all the 
panorama at our feet, and gave one the idea of being able 
to tmich all the scenery around us, which quite deserves its 
appellation of " Fairyland." Then, riding carefully down 
another long and winding hill, with a dismount for the 
stony steep about halfway down, we arrived at the " Silent 
Pool." We tried at the cottage to obtain the key of the 
gate, and found it was already in the possession of two of 
the fair sex from Shere, for whose presence we fancy we are 
indebted to two members of the S.W. The advance guard 
and Langmore, who was also found here, proceeded to enjoy 
a delicious drink from the spring flowing from under the 
side of the hill into the Pool, and we almost expected to 
be changed at once into something or other, but nothing 
beyond a feeling of contentment was felt. Encircled by 
trees, mostly drooping into the water, this spot looks, in 
tlie evening light, like a scene from the Arabian Nights. 
You can see the enchanted princes — we mean the speckled 
lake trout—swimming about in the deep, clear water, which 
is slightly tinted with the colour of the surrounding foliage, 
but they are not above being fed from fair hands at the 



little Swiss chdUS on the borders of the lake. From here 
we walked our machines up to Newland's Comer again, and 
took another route to Ripley, through Merrow, and en- 
joyed the usual good tea at the " Anchor," where about 
seventy or eighty 'cyclists kept the piano going during our 
stay. A start .i^r home was made about 9.20, and the 
moon— well, the moon was coy. 

Present: P. L. Adam, C. Braby, E. H. Carr, F. Des 
VoBux, A. Hawley, A. H. Koch, J. W. Langmore, E. S. 
Price, E. J. Sherriff, H. H. Sherriff, Wadham Wyndham, 
and DA^m T. Nops, ) pj^^^j^^^ Captains. 

A. E. BUCKLBB, J 



W. Notice. 

Our run for next Saturday is a very short one, through 
the Willesden lanes to Ickenham ("Coach and Horses") 
where we meet the N.W. For those who have not turned 
out this year this will be found a capital opening run, the 
distance being short and the roads in very good order 
through the lanes. 



S.E. DiSTEICT. 

May 6. After all, the weather was fine for this run, and 
had it not been for the Bath Race mania we should have 
had an excellent attendance, even as it was we numbered 
twelve. A start was made at 4.30, and just after passing 
Addiscombe we saw a man armed eap^-pie in L.B.C. 
uniform standing by his machine, engaged in conversation 
with two ladies. Though he was not personally known to 
any of our then small party, the chance of his scoring an 
attendance was too good to be lost, and Parker kindly 
volunteered to do his best to induce him to accompany us. 
The result was that he yielded, and in this way came to 
what was — as far as he, a member of four years' standing, 
remembered — ^his first Club run. There are not many men 
who could have got over the ground better than he did, 
considering this was the first time he had been on his 
bicycle this year, and the District Captain hopes he may 
often have the pleasure of seeing him at the runs during 
the season. At Wickham we found Alfred Herbert on a 
"Devon," and on Hayes Common J. W. Potter, attended 
by his collie. At Eeston the Blackheath Division was 
waiting for us, and, acting upon the recommendation of 
the worthy substitute, we took the Westerham road (with 
what result he best knows), turning to the left just before 
reaching the hill. The country lies rather high at this spot, 
where there are delightful views, and had it been earlier one 
would have liked to have strolled about and enjoyed the sur- 
rounding scenery a little more, but, alas ! the recollection that 
a good tea was waiting for us at 6.30 influenced us not a little, 
and we humed to the " Three Horseshoes " as quickly as 
possible. Here they gave us a good tea for Is. 6d. a head, 
and told off a rather crotchety fairy of some sixty-seven 
summers to wait upon us. Though ratlier comic in the 
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execution of her duty^ she evideutly meaat well. She not 
only made some of ns pay a toll of one penny a head for 
the use of soap and water, but tried, when the time of 
reckoning and paying arrived, to metamorphose a plain 
dozen L.B.C. men into a baker's dozen. We could not 
stand this, so a start for home was made about half-past 
eight, and, as we did not return the way we went, fairly 
good time was made, and Croydon reached by ten o'clock. 
Present: C. A. Brown, A. Day, Alfred Herbert, Sidney 
Herbert, H. G. Middleton, C. E. Parker, J. W. Potter, 
C. R Schmettau, S. P. Smith, E. F. Smither, S. R Whealler, 
and H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

I hear that Barker, Oswald, L. Potter, and H. N. Sharp 
left Croydon for Brighton at 3.30 on Saturday last ; that 
the two former reached Brighton in fast time, but not 
finding their companions in close attendance they soon 
turned back to see what was the matter. About ten miles 
from Brighton they were met, and it transpired that Potter's 
hind wheel had gone wrong on Red Hill, and that he. 
Sharp, the blacksmith, and the sewing machine man of 
that part of the world had all tried their hands at it before 
it could be put right. Sharp went on to Brighton, and the 
other three rode to Crawley for tea, where Barker and 
Potter spent the night, but Oswald returned to Croydon 
the same evening on his machine. 

S.R DiSTEiCT.— Croydon Division. 

I would remind members of this district that next Satur- 
day we shall meet the S.W. District at Leatherhead. We 
shall take the very pleasant route through Sutton, Ewell, 
and Epsom, and I hope to see several new faces either at 
the starting place or the destination. 

On the Saturday following (20th May) we shall have our 
spring paperchase, and I am looking forward to the pleasure 
of having a very large field. The S.E. men will be very 
glad indeed to see as many members of other districts as 
can possibly come. They have two machines in their 
stables (54 and 52 inches) which they will be happy to 
lend. Perhaps any intending visitors will kindly send me 
a line a few days before the 20th. The start will be from 
Sanderstead at 4.50 (Croydon 4.30), and the destination 
will be Westerham. H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

S.E. DiOTRioT. — ^Blaokhbath Division. 

As Sanderstead, whence the Paperchase will start, is so 
far from us, there will be no meet at Lewisham Church on 
Saturday, May 20th ; and I should suggest that members 
should go by the 3.34 train from Lewisham to Addiscombe, 
and join the Croydon Division at their meeting place at 
Central Croydon Station in Katherine Street. 

S. P. Smith. 



Change op Address. — W. A. Smith's address is now 
Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill, Acton. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Kale 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any raoe meeting 
without permiflsion from the Captain. The foUowing list of Badng 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

May 13. — ^La Crosse Club Sports at Stamford Bridge. 
20.— L.B.C. V. O.U.Bi.C. 
20.— Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 
20.— L.A.C. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Paul's School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 

30. — MansBeld C. and F. C. Sports. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale, 63-inch silver-plated " Humber " Roadster, in 
first-rate running order, ball bearings to both wheels, brake, 
suspension saddle, Stanton's cyclometer (silver-plated), and 
Dearlove's King of the Road head-lamp (nickel plated), 
together with spanner, oilcan, etc., complete. Cost £dO. 
Price £17. 10s. Apply (first by letter) to E. H. Pollock, 
25, Thurlow Road, Hampstead, London, N.W. 



To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — I will first compliment Theo. Oodlee for his dis- 
cernment in discovering my object in writing as strongly as 
I did on the subject of the Promenade Concert. His legal 
acumen fathomed my motive, and so did me justice. I 
wrote on the principle (to slightly alter an old proverb) of 

bis dat qui forte dat" — and I am satisfied to think I have 
succeeded in provoking a discussion on a subject which 
required ventilation, and trust it may have done good. 
With your permission I will now reply to the letters which 
have appeared seriatim. The subject of part of the second 
paragraph of Mr. Qodlee's letter is touched upon by another 
member, and I shall reply later on to it. I was prevented 
from attending the last Smoking Concert, but was credibly 
informed that it was both badly attended and slow. In my 
humble opinion the one at which I sang was decidedly 
" slow and half-hearted." I am very much of opinion with 
Theo. Godlee as to the cause of the want of interest shown, 
vide his letter of September 23rd. As to the entertain- 
ments of the Clubs referred to, I may say that the principal 
one I had in my mind had just carried out its fourth 
Smoking Concert, and that it was the best attended of the 
season, and this club not only invites a great number of 
visitors, but treats them with the hospitality of welcome 
guests. 

I will now attempt to reply to our worthy Captain. I 
am pleased to find that we are partially in accord. Far be 
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it from me to suggest, from a purely bicycling point of 
view, that we are in any way deteriorating, and am indeed 
pleased to note the capital attendance at the Club meets, 
and hope they will steadily increase ; but even so remark- 
able a feature as the success of the S.E. District does not 
compensate for the lack of energy shown during the last 
two seasons in other Divisions. The remarb contained in 
T. E. Scrutton's second paragraph apply with equal force to 
other clubs similarly constituted. His third paragraph 
hints very strongly that he does consider the members 
apathetic, as he first implores them to attend certain meets 
and races, and then points out that the success of a race 
meeting depends greatly on the individual work of every 
member of the Club, inferring that the members of the 
LB.C. have not displayed that personal energy so necessary 
to success. 

A reference to my former letter will show that he has 
misread me ; I did not say we had done " nothing," I said 
we were doing " nothing " now. No one knows better than 
myself the very important part which the Club has taken 
in the making our sport what it is, but we are too conser- 
vative for the present times, or we might have done much 
more. T. E. Scnitton speaks of the Gazbtte, and says 
" that hardly another Club in England could bring it out." 
I venture to say no other Club would do so, but this is 
touching on a tender point, and I will say no more on this 
head. 

As regards our Race Meetings, we always secure the 
entries of the best men of the year, and no better racing 
can be seen, but are they a financial success ? Our annual 
report says not. We instituted a race meeting for the 
specific purpose of bringing out our young riders, but have 
been obliged to discontinue it, because the members did 
not take sufficient interest in it. Is that apathy, or the 
reverse? With our Captain's other remarks I cordially 
agree, and hope his advice may bear good fruit. 

No ! Mr. " A. E. B." I do not think eating dinners, and 
attending concerts, the whole duty of a member of the 
L.B.C. ; but I do consider that it is the duty of all 
members to give their best support to such things. Had 
I not penetrated the shield of mystery which shrouded the 
identity of the initials " A. E. B.," I should have imagined 
him to be some disappointed office-seeker, and not an 
honoured D.C., as, judging by his second paragraph, he 
appears deeply aggrieved by not having had the opportunity 
of " airing the views " held on that and kindred subjects 
by himself and the "multitude of counsellors," whose 
wisdom was not sufficiently great to foresee the inevitable 
failure of the concert in question. If bicycling was the 
only advantage to be gained by membership of a Club such 
as the L.B.C., I should speedily resign my membership and 
save my £l Is., as a ride in the company of one or two 
personal friends is far more enjoyable than a Club run ; 
but I was under the impression, perhaps a mistaken one, 



that men joined Clubs on account of their greater sociability, 
and in order to improve one's ideas by contact with other 
men of perhaps better general information than oneself; 
to this end dinners, concerts (smoking or otherwise), 
and other meetings tend, and so are worthy of all support. 
The fact remains that the Club chooses a Committee in 
which presumably it reposes its full confidence, and that 
Committee requests a Sub-Committee to arrange for a 
Promenade Concert, due notice of which is given to 
members, and their support is asked. The General Meeting 
is held between the date of the announcement of the 
Concert and the day on which it is held, and yet not a 
single one of these wiseacres is heard at the meeting to 
raise his voice against the schema The Dramatic Per- 
formance at St Oeorge's Hall was one of the greatest 
successes ever attained by the L.B.C., and only shows what 
the Club is capable of. (" A.RB." Please note that none 
of my remarks are intended to be personal.) 

The arguments in " K.F.'s" letters are already disposed of. 

" Paraclete " appears to be of the same mind as regards 
the raisan d'etre of the Club as "A. E. B." and " K. F.,'' 
viz., that bicycling and the bicycle is its whole aim, and 
that H. G. A. Brown's good and practical scheme for rehabili- 
tating its finances entirely did away with the necessity of 
the Concert. To these views I have already replied, and 
" * " follows suit, and, I presume, refers to the humble 
opinion of yours truly as to the probable financial position 
the Sub-Committee might find themselves in. Why did 
he not then and there immortalise himself, and earn the 
gratitude of his fellow-members, by moving that under the 
changed aspect of affairs the Concert do not now take place ? 

I will now conclude this long and uninteresting defence of 
my first letter, but before doing so must pay H. G. A. Brown 
a compliment for his kindly expressed good opinion of the 
patriotism of those members who paid up their 5s. call, and 
also thought it their duty to pay another 5s. for their two 
tickets for the Promenade Concert. Their example goes 
far to prove that there are members who look upon a Club 
as something beyond a mere vehicle through which to obtain 
companions for a ride, and that if it is worth supporting at 
all it is worth supporting in all which it undertakes. 

McCuLLUM Hill. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
H. H. Shbreiff and J. W. Alison. — Received with 
thanks. 

McCuLLUM Hill. — Thanks. The programme sounds 
attractive, but unfortunately we expect to be away on the 
date named. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.30 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, Loudon, E.O.— May II, 1882. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
15th inst., the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club :— 

Name and Address. Proposer. Ssoonder. 

Henry Lewis Ryan, Fulwell House, 

Teddington S. Jno. A. Ryan. A J. White. 

Hemy Morse Taylor, The Rookery, 

Dllham, Norwich H. G. A. Brown. C. A Brown. 

Clermont Livingston, East Lodge, 

Forest Rise, Walthamstow C. W. Howard. J. O. Oswald 

It was decided to allow A. 0. Tylor to withdraw his 
resignation, which had been t.endered by him under the 
mistaken impression that he was leaving London for some 
considerable time. 

St. Albans was definitely fixed as the place for the 
C.U.BIC, O.U.Bi.C., and L.B.C. Meet on 3rd June next. 



O.U.BlC. V, L.B.a 

On Saturday next our Annual Match against the 
O.U.Bi.C. will take place at Oxford. In all probability 
there will be some exciting races, and our representatives 
will have to ride hard to win. Several members are going 
up by road, and no doubt some will go by train, to be 



present and to cheer their comrades on— we hope — to 
victory. 

The members of the O.U.BLC. have very kindly asked 
the members of the London team to dine with them after 
the match, and will be glad to see any other London men 
who may be in Oxford. 



ST. ALBANS JOINT MEET. 

The OflScers hope that every member of the Club will put 
in an appearance on Saturday, J une 3rd. The Meet is 
shortened for the special benefit of London men, and the 
present Officers are anxious to beat record at a Club meet. 
(Record at present, 116 in 1877.) The Opfioebs. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
Report of an Exbctttivs Mbetino hxld at the Offices, 
17, Ibonuongkb Lank, May 9th, 1882. 

The following Clubs have joined the Union : The Pendle, 
Plymouth, Shaftesbury, Pilot B.C's., Fulham B. and T.C., 
and Kamblers Cycling. 

It was reported that the summons against a tricyclist 
for " furious riding " had been heard at the Brentford Petty 
Sessions, when the magistrates dismissed the case. 

The formation of a local centre at Birmingham was 
considered. 

Resolutions were passed in reference to the registration 
of tricycles. 

Amateur queries were discussed and answered, etc., etc. 
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BATH TRIAL. 
TO COMPETITORS. 

I shall be glad if competitors will let the Secretary know 
as soon as possible what day they expect to reach Bath, 
that we may have beds reserved for them. I shall hope to 
go down on the Saturday, and shall expect to meet all 
competitors at the *' White Lion " on the arrival of the 
evening train on Snnday, to draw for places and receive 
final instructions. I will endeavour to arrange with the 
Great Western Railway for a special van for bicycles on the 
afternoon train on Sunday as in previous years. 

I shall be prepared to bring any reasonable amount of 
Itiggage up to the hotel selected for tea (probably the 
" Star and Qarter," by Kew Bridge). I hereby give notice 
that I will not be responsible for the fate of any article of 
Inggage after it reaches the " Star and Garter." If it has 
a label attached to it with address to which it is to be sent 
I will give directions for forwarding. 

I need hardly remind members that a complete road-riding 
costume musi be worn in the Race, and that Club uniform 
is much preferred. 

As in last year, there will probably be lunch ready at 
Newbury, where W. A. Smith has kindly offered to take 
times. 

I shall be gUd to receive offers of assistance from mem- 
bers of the Club, in the matters of timing, etc., along the 
road. It adds very much to the interest of our report if 
we can get times taken pretty frequently. I hope to go 
down to Bath on the Saturday, start the men, and be at 
the finish; and I should like, if possible, to have men 
timing at Devizes, Marlboro' Hill, Hungerford, Newbury, 
Reading, Maidenhead Bridge, Slough, and Golnbrook. Will 
any members who can help let me know ? 



THE COURSE. 






Miles. 


Bath to DeTizes 


21 


DeTizes to Bedduunpton Comer 


7 


Beokhampton Comer to Marlboro' 


6 


Marlboro' to Hungerford 


lOJ 


Hungerford to Newbuiy 


84 


Newbuty to Beading 


16 


Beading to Maidenhead 


14 


Maidenhead to Hounalow 


17 



lOOmilef. 

Start from Cleveland Bridge ; finish Hounslow (about half 
a mile London side of junction of Bath and Staines roads). 

There are four situations between Bath and Melksham 
where a competitor must exercise care : — 

1. Two and a quarter miles from Bath the road forks. 
Take the left-hand one (the right goes under a bridge). 

2. Five miles from Bath (in the village of Box) the road 
forks. Take the left-hand one by the " Bear " Inn. 

3. Before Corsham the road forks. Take the right-hand 
one (the left goes to Chippenham). 

4. At Corsham (8| miles from Bath) keep straight on at 



cross roads (the right-hand one goes to railway station), 
and 100 yards beyond the cross roads, on reaching some 
curious old almshouses, take the right-hand road to Melk- 
sham (5 miles) ; the road straight on leads to Lacock. 
Hotels Recommended, 

Bath "White lion." 

Devizes "Pelican." 

Marlboro' " Castle and BalL" 

Newbury " Chequers." 

Reading " Ship" and "George." 

Maidenhead "White Hart" 

Kew " Coach and Horses." 

The following entries We been received : — 



F. L. Adam. 
W. K. Adam. 

*Ashley Bi^rrett. 
A. Barker. 

G. F. Beck. 
C. Braby. 

H. G. A. Brown. 
R. G. Francis. 
R. H. M. Francis. 

*A. L. Gruggen. 
R. M. Gruggen. 
E. H. Hindley. 
H. M. Hewitt. 

* Old MedaUists. 

T. E ScRUTTON, Captain. 



A. Hawley. 

M. H. Jephson. 

A. H. Lown. 

A. Lloyd. 

C. Newman. 

J. C. Oswald. 

E. S. Price. 
*H. R. Reynolds. 
*H. H. Sheriff. 
*0. Thorn. 

E. A. Weeks. 

C. Wigan. 



S.E. DISTRICT PAPERCHASE. 
The hares will start from Sanderstead Church at 4.50, 
and we shall all tea at the " King's Arms," Westerham, 
where we shall have telegraphic news of the result of the 
L.B.C. V. Oxford University races. I hope a good atten- 
dance will be scored, and can assure the men that we shall 
have plenty of fun. Of course those who cannot possibly 
get away in time to run with the hounds had better come 
by the direct road. Shall we have no visitors from other 
districts this time ? It is not bad practice for the Bath 
Trial. H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Kule 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUovring list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to commnnicate with the Ci^tain. 

May 20.— L.B.C. v. O.U.Bi.C. 

20. — Two Miles Handicap at Burton F.C. Sports. 
20. — ^L.A.C. One Mile Open at Stamford Bridge. 

26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 

27. — St. Paul's School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial. 

29. — Pengwern Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 

30. — Mansfield C. and F. C. Sports. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


H 


^ Lea Bridge I Road, 
8.30, Sybom*8 

' Corner, -8.45, for 
Chzshukt. 
("Green Dragon.") 

L Meet N.W. 


•'JackStraw'8"4.0, 
TaUy Ho! 4.26, 
for Chsshumt. 
("GreenDragon.") 
Meet N.E. 


8.80, forWATTOBD. 

("Essex Arms.") 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Walton. 


4.80, Savdibstiad. 


-PAPEBCHASE. 



May 27.— No Official Bun on account of Bank Holiday. 



June 8.— All Districts run to St. Albans, to meet the C.U.Bi.C. and O.IT.BLC., time and place of starting to be published in the Gazbttb. 



June 10. 


1 Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
' Sybom^s Comer 

8.45, for Onoab. 

("King's Head.") 


" Jack Straw's " 
Castle 8.45 for 

BlOKMANSWOBTH. 


8.80 Hammersmith 
Bridge for WiBLBT 
Hut. Meet&W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WiSLiT 
Hut. MeetW. 


4.15, Central Croy. 
don Station, for 

CHBLBFIBLD.Meet 

Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for Chblb- 
FiBLD. Meet Croy- 
don Dir. 



Unless otherwise sUted, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, at 8.45. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
W. District. 

May ISth. The short run to Ickeiiham only brought out 
four members to meet the N.\y., but the resources of the 
modest and cosy little hostelry there were fully taxed by 
the combined forces. An adjacent park afforded us a very 
pleasant ramble after tea, and we separated in time to start 
home by daylight. Present : C. Braby, J. W. Langmore, 
E. Scott, and 

Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 
We shall go to the "Essex Arms" at Watford next 
Saturday. 



N.E. District. 
13th May. The District Captain was not altogether 
cured of a feeling of extreme laziness by finding no one at 
Sybom's Comer, and indeed it doubtful what would have 
been the result of the Club run had he not been in com- 
munication with one or two prominent members of the 
district during the week. As it was he left the Corner 
late, and rode rapidly to Woodford Bridge, where the 
Captain was patiently seated, expecting his arrival. With 
a sense of great dutifulness these two officials proceeded to 
their destination, which, it happened, they neither of them 
knew. The Captain was in a careful frame of mind, and 
too lazy to ride up any hills to speak of— the D.C. was too 
lazy to walk up them — so the progress of the pair was fitful 
rather. They selected a route they had heard was the 
most pleasant," and the sun being hot and the roads rough 
they wondered what the other was like ; in addition to all 
which there was a head wind. Havering itself is a charming 
spot, and the " Orange Tree " having been found after some 
research Weeks made his appearance, having ridden via 
Romford. Then Eelsey (a visitor) arrived, and after a 
satisfactory search for "honest lawyers" in the village 
churchy Hough and Lyne came in, followed, just as tea was 



ready, by Lloyd, who had been riding round by Chelmsford. 
Tea was fair and moderate, and the return journey was 
short--so the officials thought — and easy, and Waltham- 
stow was reached almost in daylight. Present : Hough, 
Lloyd, Lyne, T. E. Scrutton (Captain), Weeks, Kelsey 
(visitor), and Thbo. Oodlee, District Captain. 

I hope members will make an effort to attend the Joint 
Meet at the " Green Dragon," Cheshunt, on Saturday next. 

ThEO. GODLEfi. 

N.W. District. 
The favourite run to Ickenham was fairly well attended, 
but no doubt if it had been the fruit season we should have 
had a larger muster. Thirteen men left Hendon Station, 
and picking up Langmore at Kingsbury, had a quiet run to 
the destination, ma Kenton, Pinner Marsh, and Eastcott. 
The lanes in some places were found to be very loose and 
stony, it being doubtful whether they will have their usual 
good surface this year. At Ruislip a halt was made at the 
usual place for milk, the pleasure of which for some miles 
previously had been anticipated, and the thirsty souls of 
the party were not at all pleased to hear that there was 
none to be obtained. We found the W. — two strong — had 
already arrived before us, our numbers being increased by 
Lown and Braby during tea, which meal being over a 
pleasant stroll was had through a very pretty park (Swakely 
Park, I believe). A start was made for home about eight 
o'clock, several members indulging in spills on the way 
home. McBean was the first to start the fun, going over a 
big stone causing him to take a header, Tulloch, who was 
just behind him, going on top, Paxon havmg a narrow 
shave of increasing the pile. No damage being done we 
proceeded via Pinner, and on the Stanmore road, which 
was up for sewage works. Several stones being about made 
riding anything but pleasant, Pollock succumbing to them. 
Soon after, while riding by the side of some of the excava- 
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tions — which were railed oflf from the road by boards sup- 
ported by drain pipes turned on end, and lighted with the 
usual lamps — a frightful rattle was heard, as if two or 
three men at least had gone down. On examination it 
appeared that Langmore had fallen against the frail railing, 
and sent boards, lamps, and drain pipes rattling down, 
a bank of stones saving him from following. No further 
adventures happened during the remainder of the run, with 
the exception of a refractory crank — the party separating 
at Colin Deep, arriving there via Old Church Lane and 
Edgware. Distance 37 miles. Present: Aiken, Elgood, 
Hewitt, C. Hill, W. T. Hill, Jackson, Lown, McBean, 
Metcalfe, Faxon, E. H. Pollock, Stunt. TuUoch, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
I would remind members of the run next Saturday to 
Cheshunt to meet the N.E. We shall go via Northaw, and 
I can, I think, predict a very pleasant and pretty run. Tea 
at the " Green Dragon," which is not situated in the town 
but near Che^ihunt College. 



S.W. District. 
May 13th. The run fixed last Saturday for Leatherhead 
had to be altered at the eleventh hour, and Ewell substi- 
tuted for our meeting with the S.E. Those who remember 
our former experiences of the " Swan " at the former place, 
will not be surprised to hear of their refusal to cater for our 
party. We certainly did not suflFer by the change, and it 
is to be hoped that the worthy hostess of the " Swan " 
found visitoi-s more to her taste than the despised bicyclist. 
As is often the case with a favourite run, all districts were 
represented. Koch and Naylor navigated the W. " 'bus," 
Hawley and Hindley came from the. N.W., and Ashley 
Barrett from the N.E. It was very gratifying to meet so 
many of the S.E. in our country, but the contrast between 
our paucity of numbers and their splendid muster reflected 
rather tryingly upon our district. Present : K M. Gruggen, 
A. H. Rolla, H. H. Sherriff, and 

Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 



S.K District. 
May 13th. As the S.W. District Captain doubtless will 
have explained, the destination of to-day's run was altered 
from Leatherhead to Ewell, in consequence of the owner of 
that elegant hotel, fitted with all modern appliances and 
improvements, and known as the ''Swan," having firmly 
refused to supply us with an evening meal. However, 
we got on very well at the " Glyn Arms," where no less 
than thirty-nine men assembled — thirty-five members and 
four visitors. The O'Reilly rode up from Brighton on 
purpose to be present at this meet, and several other 
members came from considerable distances. A great deal of 
discussion as to the relative merits of various competitors in 
the coming race took place, most of whom, it appeared,. 



were firmly convinced they would have but little chance of 
winning a medal, and no matter how much their riding 
powers were extolled they never appeared to aspire to any- 
thing beyond the tenth medal. That poor tenth medal ! 
The S.E. men were very glad to have this opportunity of 
meeting their S.W. brethren, and a most pleasant evening 
quickly passed away. Present: Four visitors and the 
following twenty-six members of this District : G. F. Beck, 
C. A. Brown, J. F. Butler, R. G. Francis, Alfred Herbert, 
Arthur Herbert, Sidney Herbert, W. Johns, J. Kinder, 
H. G. Middleton, The O'ReiUy, J. C. Oswald, C. E. Parker, 
L. Potter, M. D. Rucker, junr., C. F. Schmettau, J. H. 
Scrutton, S. P. Smith. E. F. Smither, A. 0. Tylor, F. M. 
Williams, W. Wyndham, H. Young, J. B. Young, and 
H. G. A. Brown, District Captam. 



TRIP ON THE WEST "'BUS" (DOUBLE TRI.) 

One day last week I mounted my bicycle, riding to 
Acton, where I met E. Naylor ; we then took to the 'bus. 
Our route was Kew, Richmond, Kingston, then to the 
" Glyn Arms " at Ewell. After tea at the latter place we 
went up the Downs to the summit of Reigate Hill ; here we 
lighted the lamp and proceeded to fly the hill, legs up. 
The sensation was delicious. We passed through the town 
of Reigate, and on to Crawley we pushed, putting up at the 
" Railway Hotel " for the night. The next morning we 
went through Rusper. After leaving this village we made 
for Capel, on the Horsham and Dorking road. About half 
way between the two villages we ran down a very steep and 
narrow hill, quite impassable for a bicycle, but the 'bus took 
it at full gallop. From Capel we had a fine run, mostly 
legs up, to Ockley, where we rested to prepare for the 
ascent of Leith Hill. After leaving Ockley, we rode for 
two miles along the main lane that goes across at the back 
of Leith Hill to Abinger, but finding the work too hard for 
pleasure we proceeded to get out the tow rope, and I 
hauled whilst Naylor pushed for the next mile. We 
then turned up a kind of track, which we fondly 
imagined would take us to the summit. So it did, 
after we had wandered about for nearly an hour. The 
machine from time to time got stuck in ruts ; then the 
treadles refused to go round as they encountered big rocks, 
bushes, etc. At last we arrived at the tower with the *bu8 
— I say with the 'bus advisedly, as we were on the point of 
leaving it to graze by itself several times during the ascent. 
Having drunk ginger beer, admired the view, etc., we again 
mounted the 'bus and commenced the descent, but we had 
not gone more than a quarter of a mile before deep ruts 
warned us to dismount, or break the treadles. After some 
more pushing, pulling, and lifting, we regained the lane at 
the same spot where we left it. Five minutes' pushing 
brought us to the beginning of the descent ; then up went 
our legs, and down we flew through Abinger till within two 
miles of GomshalL This fly was most delicious, but the 
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surface was much too rough for anything but a tricycle — 
the lane was very narrow, and the hill steep — ^a bicyclist 
would have soon come to Mother Earth. After luuch at 
the ''Black Horse," Gomshall, we worked as far as the 
Silent Pool ; then the tow rope was agai^i brought into use 
to help us up to Newland's Corner. On the top we re- 
clined for some time and admired the view. On leaving 
we took the first turning on the left for Merrow, flying 
the mile and a half at a grand pace. We cut the 
Leatherhead road at right angles, and taking through 
the village of Merrow, down a lovely lane, we got into 
the Portsmouth road, three miles from Ripley. At the 
" Anchor we stopped for a short time, and then paddled 
home through Kingston, over Petersham HiU, down the 
back way to Kew, and so to Acton. We did the twelve 
miles from Ripley to Kingston In seventy minutes — not bad 
for a bus weighing 150 lbs. without luggage. Now for my 
notions on double tricycling. It is a grand invention for 
flying hills at a great pace, provided you have one who can 
steer well — the least mistake would be fatal to both machine 
and riders. On high roads it will not compare with a 
bicycle, but in lanes which are at all hilly and rough it is 
vastly superior. For pottering about and doing short dis- 
tances it is, for comfort, superior to a bicycle. Naylor went 
home by train, as he keeps the 'bus at Acton. I mounted 
my bicycle and returned home to Kensington. I felt very 
strange up in the air so high, after being so long on the 'bus, 
and it was with the greatest difiiculty I could keep straight. 
It reminded me very strongly of the day, long ago, when I 
first learnt to ride the Iron Horse. I rode home in fear and 
trembling, being very delighted when I arrived in safety. 
Distance on 'bus, seventy-seven miles. So ended my first 
tricycle ride ; may it not be the last. Soup Squabes. 



CONCERNING 'ARRY. 
We all know him. On Saturday afternoons he pervades 
the main roads round London with the comprehensiveness 
of a bad smell. There is an unassuming geniality about 
'Arry which is fully expressed in a statement made to me 
by a commercial of the tribe at Truro about the time of the 
royal visit. Says he, ''Me and the Mayor's pals, the 
Mayor's pals with the Prince of Wales, and there we are, 
don't yer know." He can be no more avoided than the 
Treasurer ; as you prowl peacefully along the road you are 
suddenly startled by a discordant blast on a bugle in the 
rear, then the rattle of the " easy termer " is heard, and you 
instinctively feel the presence of your persecutor at your 
back wheel. " Come fur ? " says 'Arry, after a pause. You 
answer evasively, and endeavour to intimate that you 
usually prefer solitude, but 'Arry is as impervious to sar- 
casm as the grifiin on the Temple Bar Memorial, and refuses 
to take the hint. If you are lucky you come to a hill, 
when 'Arry rushes in front and commences the ascent. 
You observe him getting slower, then comes a pause, a 



crash, and 'Arry and his " easy termer " are lying around 
loose in the road. But sometimes, disgusted at the slow 
pace, 'Arry will dash off" at fourteen miles an hour ; you will 
probably observe his machine standing outside the next inn. 

But it is in the matter of costume that 'Arry witches the 
world most ; from the black tail coat and pseitdo white 
flannel trousers to Blare and Co.'s 30s. why-pay-more suits, 
all manner and condition of dress may be found. Solomon on 
Sunday afternoons would not be so much as a circumstance 
to the youthful club 'Arry in all liis glory, with the stripes, 
etc., on his arm denoting the position of authority to which 
modest merit has raised liim in the "Boanerges B.C.," 
not to mention the colossal helmet, with front doorplate 
attached, or the dashing " Archer-up" cap. 

The result of my careful observations on helmets is to 
show that, by some inscrutable law, all the big helmets fall 
to the smallest men in a club. I remember entering a bar 
room once and noticing a large cerulean helmet at the end 
of the room ; fancying that I saw it move I examined it 
more closely, and was surprised to observe a pair of boots 
and stockings protruding therefrom ; a pair of arms then 
appeared, and, after some struggles, a small, narrow youth 
came from underneath, and ordered a bottle of ginger -beer. 
He was a martyr to the club regulation helmet ; it sheltered 
his shoulders nicely from the rain, but it might have been 
his death, as he could not possibly see where he was going. 

But I think I had better finish here, as I feel that I am 
getting unreliable. W. R. Sewbll. 

A TOUR ROUND THE HIGHLANDS. 

Having been deeply impressed by those fervent words 
of our late able Editor at the last L.B.C. dinner, viz. : 
" Write for your Gazbttb," I have been for the last month 
trying to find time to write an account of a bicycle trip 
through the Highlands of Scotland, which E. Paxon and 
myself carried out last summer ; and since we are agreed 
that "the game" was "fully worth the candle," we consider 
that it is only fair of us to supply some short account of 
the trip — one which might be of service to other members 
who care to repeat the experiment 

It will be as well to state at once that for all particulars 
as to places of interest to be seen in the towns, etc., we 
refer the reader to the " Guide Books." All that is aimed 
at in the present sketch is to inform the members of our 
route, the distances (as nearly correct as we could obtain 
them), the difiiculties we encountered, how we met them, 
and a few hints deduced from experience. 

Having consulted " Black's Guide," the " Wheelman's 
Road Book," and various maps, we formed our route, and I 
take this opportunity of mentioning that the best and 
cheapest road map of Scotland is published with the 
" Sportsman and Tourists' Guide to the Lochs, Rivers, etc., 
of Scotland," price one shilling. The map alone is worth 
three times the money. 
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On Saturday^ August 13, 1881, Faxon and I made our 
way, with luggage and machines, to the Hermitage Steam 
Wharf, and went on board the " Marmion " (London and 
Edinburgh Steamship Co.), having secured our berths some 
days before. We were charged, in error, five shillings each 
for freight on our machines : as far as we can make out 
half-a-crown is the correct charge for club riders, and five 
shillings for others. The accommodation on these steamers 
is only moderately good, and they are fearfully crowded at 
that time of the year, passengers sleeping on the floor, 
tables, and benches of the saloon, and even on the deck 
outside. 

Leith was reached early on Monday morning, and we put 
up for that day and night at " Young's Hotel," Cockburn 
Street, Edinburgh, which we were quite satisfied with. On 
Tuesday an early start was made for Perth, via Burntisland 
and Kinross, but, owing to misdirection, we found ourselves 
at Queen's Ferry, and had to wait there over two hours 
through just missing the steam ferry boat. This spare time 
we employed in trying to get a swim in the Firth of Forth, 
but, when I saw Faxon standing knee-deep in blue mud, 
with only about a foot of clear water on the surface, I 
again thrust myself into my clothes, regardless of the gibes 
of my passionately aquatic companion, who actually revelled 
in it, and to my astonishment came out quite clean ! The 
ferry was crossed, and we made for Kinross, and thence to 
Perth. My diary notes that '* the roads were splendid the 
whole day, but there was slight drizzle." 

The run of about three miles, " legs over," through Glen 
Farg — one of the prettiest though not the grandest glen we 
passed through in the Highlands — was glorious. Distances — 
Edinburgh to Queen's Ferry, 12 miles ; Queen s Ferry, via 
Kinross, to Perth, 30 miles ; total, 42 miles. At Perth we 
put up at the " Queen's," which had, we found, given up 
the B.T.C. tariflF, and though there was nothing definite to 
grumble at, we were only just satisfied. It rained all day 
on the 17th, but after breakfast we made a sortie, and 
viewed the cathedral and new municipal buildings, which 
are well worthy of a visit, if it is only to see the splendid 
stained glass window in the latter, which depicts the figures 
of "Simon the Glover," "Hal o' the Wind," and the 
" Fair Maid of Perth," most beautifully. 

At one o'clock we started for Pitlochrie in a steady rain ; 
the roads were somewhat heavy on that account, but other- 
wise good. Dunkeld was reached, and the guide book duly 
attended to as regards cathedral, etc. Time would not 
permit of our seeing or hearing the " Rumbling Bridge," 
but we pushed on for Pitlochrie, where we arrived fairly 
wet through. The place was full of visitors, and it struck 
us as rather absurd to find in these regions the fair sex 
walking about in " Newmarkets " of the most approved cut, 
and et ceteras to correspond. Distances — Perth to Dun- 
keld, 15 miles; Dunkeld to Pitlochrie, 14 miles; total, 
29 miles. 



We were so muddy and wet that we had not the pluck 
to go to " Fisher's," where we intended to stay, but made 
our way to " Scotland's Hotel" — ^a new and very comfortable 
place, where the charges are moderate for the Highlands, 
and where every attention was paid to us in our forlorn 
condition. The next day, after visiting the Black Spout, 
a start was made for Dalwhinnie via Pass of Killiecrankie 
and Blair Athole. At the entrance to the Pass of Killie- 
chinkie we took a side road sharp to the left, and, passing 
over the famous Garry Bridge, arrived, after five miles 
rather heavy riding, at the Queen's View of Loch Tummel — 
a sight by no means to be lost when in these regions. After 
taking a good mental picture of the whole, we descended 
to the border of the Loch and, undressing beneath the 
shade of some friendly trees and rocks, had a good swim ; 
of course care is necessary, as there are holes about, and 
the water is icy cold. However, we were much refreshed, 
and having dried our towels (which we always carried with 
us) whilst we ate our lunch, we retraced our tracks to the 
Pass of Killiecrankie, and proceeded on our way to Blair 
Athole. We avoided the "Athole Arms," having been 
warned to do so, and saved our money. About three miles 
from here the Falls of Bruar are to be seen. A cottage 
stands at the entrance of the glen, and an old lady takes 
your dole, and we spent rather too long in admiring this 
wonderfully beautiful spot, for after pushing on for 24 miles 
without coming to an hostelry (except Dalnacardoch, con- 
sisting of one house, formerly an inn) and scarcely half a 
dozen human habitations of any sort, we arrived in the 
dark at Dalwhinnie, and were informed at the only inn 
that they were quite full ; however, they managed to find 
accommodation for us in the coffee room, which necessitated 
our sitting up very late till everyone had gone to bed, and 
getting up very early in the morning to allow some gentle- 
men with a fishing propensity to have their breakfasts. 
Distances — Pitlochrie to Blair Athole, 8 miles; Blair Athole 
to Dalwhinnie, 24 miles ; total, including the run to Tum- 
mel, 42 miles. 

The next day, Friday, August 19th, we started in rain for 
Inverness, distant about fifty-eight miles. This was the 
longest day's riding we did, and considering that we were 
wet through to the skin the greater part of the day, and a 
fairly strong head wind most of the time, we found it quite 
as much as we could manage. Our route lay via Kingussie, 
Carr Bridge, and Moy. At Freeburn we first heard Gaelic, 
which the drovers, just returned from a cattle fair at 
Inverness, were roaring and shouting at their loudest in 
the intervals between applications to "Highland Dew." 
Distances — Dalwhinnie to Kingussie, 14 miles, Kingussie to 
Carr Bridge, 18 miles, GaiT Bridge to Inverness, 26 miles ; 
total, 58 miles. 

At Inverness we put up at the Caledonian Railway 
" Station Hotel," a large and commodious building, with 
the biggest coffee room I had ever seen. They have table 
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thots meals, and the charges are in proportion to the place, 
which is first-class, but there is no likelihood of extortion, 
as it is under the management of the railway company. 

The following day, August 20th, we spent the morning 
in seeing a few of the sights of Inverness, such A the 
Castle, Cathedral, etc. We took the road on the north 
side of Loch Ness and arrived at Fort Augustus just before 
dark, having spent some little time in getting a swim in the 
loch as per usual, under trees in a secluded spot, though 
there was little need of such precaution, since I should think 
we could have scored the people we met during the day on 
the fingers of one hand. Distance, Inverness to Fort 
Augustus, 33 miles. 

Fort Augustus boasts one hotel ; which, strange to say, 
is very moderate ; but if you arrive famished for want of 
food, you will have to wait forty-five minutes for a cup of 
coffee and a chop ; we had to " wait a wee and dinna 
weary" with a vengeance. On August 2l8t we took a 
Sabbath day's journey to Fort William along capital roads, 
though rather up and down ; my diary, written in the 
enthusiasm of the moment, says " roads almost perfect." 
A capital swim was obtained in Loch Oich, but the water 
was, as usual, intensely cold. Just before passing over 
Spean Bridge, a sudden turn in the road brings you in full 
view of Ben Nevis— the biggest Ben of all — and it was a 
most imposing sight. There he lay suiTounded by rugged 
peaks, the snow clearly visible in the refts of his huge side — 
snow which never melts all the year round, because it lies 
hidden from the rays of the sun ; this was a sight never to 
be forgotten. Distance : Fort Augustus to Fort William, 
30 miles. After some little consideration we took up our 
location at the "Imperial Hotel" at Fort William, and were 
very well satisfied with the homely comforts and capital 
rooms provided for us; the charges also were decidedly 
moderate. 

The ascent of Ben Nevis was effected on the Monday, 
which took (including descent) the whole day; we came 
down the south side, where there is no path — ^a feat which, 
being decidedly dangerous, we would advise none to repeat ; 
our guide had never been down that way before, nor did he 
know of anyone who had. We reached the bottom in 
safety, and then walked back to Fort William through Glen 
Nevis, 9 miles. The guides who take visitors up Ben Nevis 
are, as a rule, a set of rogues ; they sometimes take people 
half way up, to a certain point, and if it is misty tell them 
that they are at the top, which, being unable to see, above 
or below them, they fully believe and come down boasting 
of the ease with which they accomplished the deed. We 
were fortunate in having Willie White, the son of our land- 
lord, to accompany us, and as he is the assistant to Mr. 
Wragg, the observer for the Meteorological Society, we were 
furnished with a variety of the most interesting information. 

Starting from Fort William on Tuesday, August 23rd, 
we had a capital run over almost perfect roads to 



Ballachulish, where we again indulged in a swim, which 
was to my taste more agreeable than our former experiences, 
owing to the fact that Loch Leven being a salt-water loch, 
it is consequently more temperate than the fresh- water ones. 
We then crossed the ferry in a very antique boat, amongst 
the ribs and thwarts of which we found much difficulty in 
stowing our machines, ourselves, and an old woman. 
Passing up Glencoe we arrived at Kiugshouse, and thence 
made our way to Inveroran. Distances : Fort William to 
Ballachulish, 12 miles ; Ballachulish to Eingshouse, 12 miles ; 
Eingshouse to Inveroran, 16 miles ; total, 40 miles. 

Concerning the road (if it is worthy of the name) through 
Glencoe, I will merely say that it is not fit for a wild beast 
to crawl up, and in fact it is a wonder to us how we 
managed to prevent our bicycles, our luggage, and our- 
selves from parting company altogether through the shaking 
up we all received ; of 'course, riding was out of the 
question. 

Inveroran consists of an inn, and a stable ; we established 
ourselves in the former, and our machines in the latter : 
an elderly but most obliging^waiter attended to our every 
want, and the charges were by no means exorbitant con- 
sidering the out-of-the-way situation and good accommoda- 
tion afforded us. 

Our last day together was Wednesday, August 24th, 
when we rode to Inverary via Glenorchy (of which beware) 
and Dalmally. Between Inveroran and Dalmally I had 
three spills, the only ones we had during our tour ; the 
first was caused by a turn in the boulder-besprinkled road 
through Glenorchy bringing me suddenly upon a fright- 
fully steep little hill which defied break and back-treadling, 
and brought me with a rush into the loose, stony bed of one 
of the mountain streams which frequently cross the road. 
Luckily, I fell on to heather the other side, and by jumping 
up and running up the hiU, was just in time to save Faxon 
from a similar catastrophe. A few minutes after this the 
rivets of my "Clyte" gave way, through not having a 
plate on the inside such as they are now made with, and 
after tying it up with all the string we could muster it 
again came down, and myself with it, this time bending 
my handle-bar badly. Consequently, I sent my luggage on 
by coach, and quietly rode on to Inverary without it. 
Distances : Inveroran to Dalmally, 16 miles ; Dalmally to 
Inverary, 16 miles ; total, 32 miles. At Inverary, after a 
farewell dinner, Faxon and I parted company, he having to 
cross the ferry that night ; and so our tour ended. 

Faxon, after going to Dunoon and staying with friends 
there, made his way by rail to Edinburgh via Glasgow ; but 
I, having friends to visit in Wigtonshire, went by boat to 
Glasgow, and on by rail to Wigtown. Our tour together 
consisted of about 300 miles. 

I stayed at the " Argyll Arms " at Inverary, and though 
I left at six a.m., before breakfast, having stayed only one 
night, my bill was more than eleven shillings, so I will just 
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sa}^ "from my example warning take," and if you wish to 
avoid extortion go to the " Geeflrge." 

We found great diflSculty in obtainrftg correct distances, 
and owing to natural difficulties such as long hills, etc., it 
was no use to judge by distance only what we intended 
doing in a day. To the lover of scenery, there is so much 
to see either on the way or a little off the road, that it is 
much the wiser plan not to attempt too great a distance in 
the day. Forty miles, we think, is about the best average. 
To sum all up, we are of opinion that our roughing it was 
amply repaid by the grandeur of the scenery, etc., most of 
which, the fact of our going the whole way by road only 
enabled us to see. After all there is nothing like a bicycle 
for he who wishes to enjoy his summer holiday thoroughly 
for a moderate outlay. We did. Any fnrther information 
or particulars will be gladly supplied by either Faxon or 
myself at any time upon applicatioiV 

B. H. WiLKINS. 



ECHOEa-. ^ . 

A member's brother won the jprize for throwing, the: 
Lacrosse ball at the Lacrosse A&letic Meeting on the: 
13th inst. 

• • • , ♦ . ♦ 

About four hundred tricyclists;' twenty-eight of whom 
belonged to the gentler sex, took part in the meet at Barnes 

on Saturday last. V . 

• • • ♦j^ • • 

Has the Treasurer got over the fearful blow he received 

at Havering ? After desperate appals for marmalade, jam, 

or anything like jam, he finally rested his hopes on cake, 

but even that was not to be had. 

» • • * • 

Our Fresident reached Cambridge from Eg3rpt on.Satur- ' 

day afternoon. On his way from, the railway station, in 

full travelling costume, he met the C.U.Bi.C. out for a 

Club run to Saffron Wald.en. Bicycling ardour promptlj- 

seized him : he went to the Club rooms, seized his machine, 

not having ridden for nine months, mounted just as he 

was, rode after and caught the meet, and had an enjoyable 

thirty miles run. He reported himself very stiff in the 

evening. 

• ••••• 

Railwajrs are sometimes reasonable. A bicycle in a 

crate can be sent from Bishopsgate Street to Basle for 5s., 

which is not extravagant. 

«•*••• 

The officers are making great efforts to obtain a large 
muster of members at the St. Albans Joint Meet on the 
3rd proximo, and I hope they may be successful, and that 
1882 may become celebrated as the year in which the 
largest meet of the " London " has ever taken place. 

• •»••« 

Then in 1883 we shall have the pleasing task of trying 
to beat the *82 record. 



F. Jolly took an instantaneous photograph of the 

Lacrosse race at Stamrford Bridge. Is he practising for 
the finish of the Bath Trial ? 

» • ■ • • • ♦ 

The N.E. member who was the cause of the cruel treaty 
ment of the Captain and ex-Captain last Saturday, presents 
his apologies ; but although he pleads guilty of having told 
the latter that the Lambourne way was the best, he also 
went on to say that at the present time it was fearfully 
rough— but the latter portion was evidently unheard. 

• • • • • • 

The main road to Chelmsford is in very bad condition, 
and the Ongar route, which is as good as the former is bad, 
is strongly recommended. 

««•••• 

There was quit« a flutter among the South Eastern nags at 
Ewell on the arrival of the dark horse from the North West. 
His trainer is confident of a big success ; and I hear that 
afterwards at Crawly during the small hours the modus 
operandi, or how to work the oracle, was fully discussed 
over whisky and water by the parties interested. 
• • • ♦ * • ♦ ♦ 

" Pofft EquiUm sedet'^apra cura" Even the knight of 
the whei^l .has his woes; Many a face, I noticed, at Ewell, 
in place of the' wonted smile wore an expression of anxious 

foreboding.. 

• « • - • « • 

The General Meeting* of the Bicycle Touring Club will 
take place on Friday n^ ^t Exeter Hall. 

• • • • • • 

The counter attractions of lawn tennis and horse-riding 

induce our worthy 6x-Treasurer to keep his trusty 

"Stassen" more in the stable than is good for it. He 

reports abominable tob/Ab in the neighbourhood of Man- 

clies.ter.. ... 

. « • « • • « 

The District Captain of "the little District" is very 
abusive about McCuIluBi Hill's last letter, which talks 
about the " lack of energy shown during the last two seasons" 
in ifiter alia the North East. He wishes to goodness the 
writer would read this year's Blue Book. 

Rambler. 



A. H.- 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 5.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

Although the number of entries for the Bath Trial is not 
so large as it has been in former years, the quality is well 
up to the average, and the great interest taken in the Trial 
appears to be unabated. We confidently predict that with 
favourable weather there will be a grand race, and possibly 
the record will be beaten. It will be well worth the trouble 
for those members who have not arranged for Whitsuntide 
tours, to rally round the ninth milestone, and welcome, 
with the cheers London men know so well how to give, the 
fortunate competitors who will be entitled to wear for all 
time the much-valued and hardly-earned gold medal, which 
denotes to the bicycling world a rider of more than ordinary 
capacity. Nor must the large number of members we shall 
no doubt see at the finish altogether forget those less fortu- 
nate competitors who have ridden a losing trial with pluck 
and endurance, and who, without the incentive of a 
substantial reward awaiting them, have struggled against 
hope and gamely persevered till they have passed the 
post. For it must not be overlooked that a man who 
rides the 100 miles in an untrained condition may in reality 
have done a much harder day's work than he who more 
favourable circumstances may have allowed to devote a 
large portion of his time to preparation for the ordeal. We 
hope those members whose names will not be inscribed in 
the list of the happy ten will not be discouraged, but will 
try again next year, and will not forget that many a good 
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man has had to start twice if not oftener before he has won 
the much-wished-for prize. 

Many of our members have this year trained conscien- 
tiously, and this is as it should be, for it will always be a 
great tax on any man's capabilities to ride the distance at 
the pace necessary to win without preparation. We are 
glad to see that the old method of starting in an utterly 
unprepared state is rapidly going out of fashion, and each 
year brings more competitors to the starting-post who are 
in fit condition to go through the test. One well-known 
member is said to have started in a former year without 
having ridden 500 miles and to have won a medal, but one 
swallow does not make a summer, and we cannot recom- 
mend his modus operandi to our readers. 



EVENING RACE MEETING IN S.W. DISTRICT. 
SuRBiTON Grounds, Thursday, 8th Junb. 

One Mile Handicap. Novices Race. Entrance fee 2s. 6d. 
each event. All entries must be sent in on or before 
Saturday, drd June. 

Intending competitors can practice on the path by a 
payment of 6d. for a ticket, obtainable on the ground. 
Arrangements can be made for housing machines. 

Racing to commence at 6.45. 

Trains leave Waterloo for Surbiton at 5.25 (express), 
5.50, and 6.15 (express). 

Entries to be forwarded to Arthur E. Buckler, Gloucester 
House, Kingston Hill ; or G. P. Coleman, Craig's Court, 
Charing Cross, S.W. 
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BICYCLE UNION. 
Rbfobt ov a MjDRiNa or the Exicuriyi, hild at the Offiois, 
17, Ibonmonobb Lahb, Mat 16th, 1882. 

Engaged on arrangements for championships; revision of 
local centre rules ; agenda for Council meeting for 8th 
June ; preparing report of Executive. 

Messrs. 6. C. Lockett (Liverpool local centre) and C. R. 
Maddox (Wanderers B.C.) were appointed to fill up 
vacancies caused by the retirement of Messrs. M. 0. 
Goodman and G. Lacy Hillier. 

Wm. Pte-Enqlish, Hon. Rep. Sec. 



BATH TRIAL. 
TO COMPETITORS. 

I shall hope to go down on the Saturday^ and shall expect 
to meet all competitors at the "White Lion" on the arrival 
of the evening train on Sunday, to draw for places and 
receive final instructions. I will endeavour to arrange with 
the Great Western Railway for a special van for bicycles on 
the afternoon train on Sunday as in previous years. 

I shall be prepared to bring any reasonable amount of 
luggage up to the hotel selected for tea, viz., the " Milford 
Arms," Isleworth, which has changed hands since our 
adventures some years ago. The present proprietor seems 
very willing to oblige us, and there will be a substantial 
tea there after the race, at which I shall hope to meet the 
competitors and any other L.B.C. men on the road. There 
is good stabling accommodation for bicycles. 

I hereby give notice that I will not be responsible for 
the fate of any article of luggage after it reaches the 
" Milford Arms." If it has a label attached to it with 
address to which it is to be sent, I will give directions for 
forwarding. 

I need hardly remind members that a complete road-riding 
costume must be worn in the Race, and that Club uniform 
is much preferred. 

As in last year, there will probably be lunch ready at 
Newbury. 

Alfred Herbert wiU be at Marlboro' HiD. 

D. T. Nops „ „ Hungerford. 

W. A. Smith „ „ Newbury. 

W. J. Williams „ „ Maidenhead. 
I hope also to have a man at Reading, and other L.B.C. 
men along the road will help the Gazette account if they 
take the time when the leading competitors pass them, and 
send it up, as soon as possible, with the place where taken. 

THE COUBSE. 

Miles. 

Bftth to Devizes 21 

Devizes to Beckhampton Comer 7 

Beckhampton Comer to Marlboro' 6 



Marlboro* to Hungerford 
Hungerford to Newbuiy 
Newbuiy to Beading . . . 
Beading to Maidenhead 
Maidei^ead to Hounslow 



. lOj 

■ 8J 

. 16 

. 14 

. 17 

100 miles. 



Start from Cleveland Bridge ; finish Hounslow (about half 
a mile London side of junction of Bath and Staines roads). 

There are four situations between Bath and Melksham 
where a competitor must exercise care : — 

1. Two and a quarter miles from Bath the road forks. 
Take the left-hand one (the right goes under a bridge). 

2. Five miles from Bath (in the village of Box) the road 
forks. Take the left-hand one by the " Bear " Inn. 

3. Before Corsham the road forks. Take the right-hand 
one (the left goes to Chippenham). 

4. At Corsham (8| miles from Bath) keep straight on at 
cross roads (the right-hand one goes to railway station)^ 
and 100 yards beyond the cross roads, on reaching some 
curious old almshouses, take the right-hand road to Melk- 
sham (5 miles) ; the road straight on leads to Lacock. 

Jlotels Mecommended. 

Bath "White Lion." 

Devizes "PeUcan." 

Marlboro* " Castle and Ball" 

Newbuiy " Chequers." 

Reading " Ship" and "George." 

Maidenhead "White Hart." 

Isleworth « Milford Arms." 

The following entries have been received : — 



F. L. Adam. 


A. Hawley. 


W. K. Adam. 


M. H. Jephson. 


*Ashley Barrett. 


A. H. Lown. 


A. Barker. 


A, Lloyd. 


G. F. Beck. 


C. Newman. 


C. Braby. 


J. C. Oswald. 


H. G. A. Brown. 


E. S. Price. 


R. G. Francis. 


♦H. R. Reynolds. 


R. H. M. Francis. 


♦H. H. SherrifF. 


*A. L. Gruggen. 


D. R. Smith. 


B. M. Gruggen. 


*0. Thorn. 


E. H. Hindley. 


E. A. Weeks. 


H. M. Hewitt. 


C. Wigan. 



• Old Medallisti. 

T. K ScRUTTON, Captain. 
D. T. Nops will be glad to have anything competitors 
may require at his station at Hungerford if they will let 
him know their requirements. 



O.II.BI.C. V. L.B.C. 

Starter— E. B. Poulton ; Timekeeper— G. P. Coleman ; Judges— E. S. 
Price, W. L. Ainalie j Referee— C. H. F. Chriatie. 

This match, or rather series of matches, came oflF last . 
Saturday at Oxford. The path was in grand order, but a 
strong wind blew down the straight, quite spoiling the times. 
As will be seen by the return below, we were this year 
overmatched at every point, not scoring a single win. For 
Oxford, Buckley was in grand form, and won his Mile heat 
and the Four Miles in quite championship form. Jephson, 
W. K. Adam, and Walter ably seconded him. Of our 
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men Griffith did his best against heavy odds, as none of 
our men were able to assist him ; he had never ridden on 
the track before. In the Four Miles he had to make the 
running with all three of the Oxford men against him. 
Several of our men were present to cheer fellow-Clubmen 
in their victories, but were not allowed a chance. H. R. 
Reynolds, R. G. Francis, and A. H. Koch went down by 
road. Special mention must be made of H. R. Reynolds, 
who kindly rode in the Fifteen Miles Race when we were 
short of a man, although he had ridden some seventy miles 
on his way down. 

One Mile Race. 
Heat 1 : W. F. M. Buckley, O.U.Bi.C., 1 ; J. F. Griffith, 
L.6.O., 2. Griffith cut out the pace for two laps and a 
half, when Buckley raced past and won by twenty yards in 

2 min. 57 sec. 

Heat 2 : W. K. Adam, O.U.Bi.C., 1 ; F. L. Adam, 
L.B.G., 2. W. E. Adam took the lead from the start and 
won easily. Time, 2 min. 59^ sec. 

Heat 3 : M. H. Jephson, O.U.Bi.C, 1 ; W. Wyndham, 
L.B.C., 2. Jephson led out from the start and won easily. 
Time, 2 min. 59| sec. 

Four Miles Rage. 

W. F. M. Buckley, O.U.BLC, 1 ; J. F. Griffith, L.B.C., 
2 ; W. K. Adam, O.U.Bi.C, 3; M. H. Jephson, O.U.BLC, 
4 ; C A. Brown, L.B.C, 5 ; F. L. Adam, L.B.C, 6. 

Griffith began by cutting out the pace, but the Oxford 
men were soon up to him. A ding-dong race for three miles 
and two laps, Griffith doing most of the leading. In the 
last lap Buckley went right away with a grand spurt, 
winning by ten yards. Griffith slowed up two hundred 
yards from home, not knowing W. E. Adam was so close, 
and let Adam get in front ; but Griffith went to work again, 
and by one of the grandest spurts ever seen just landed 
second place by three inches. Jephson close up, 4th ; while 
the rest of our men sailed in at their ease. Times : 1 mile, 

3 min. 14 sec. ; 2 miles, 6 min. 26| sec. ; 3 miles, 9 min. 
42| sec. ; 4 miles, 12 min. 47f sec. 

FnTBBN Miles. 

W. A. G. Walter, O.U.Bi.C, 1 ; D. R. Smith, O.U.BIC, 
2; 0. Thorn, L.B.C, 8; H. R. Reynolds, L.B.C, 4; 
W. Wyndham, L.B.C, 5; T. R. Walter, O.U.BIC, 6. 
W. A. G. Walter and D. R. Smith led for the first five 
miles ; Thorn led at the sixth, but after that went behind, 
being seized with cramp. W. A. G. Walter then took up 
the running, closely followed by Smith," our men nowhere," 
till the thirteenth mile, when Smith's centre became stifi^, 
80 W. A. G. Walter went right away in fine form and won 
easily. Time 49 min. 17 J sec. 

After the races, those Who remained in Oxford were most 
hospitably entertained by the O.U,Bi.C, spending a very 
pleasant evening, feeling ^uite distressed when they had to 
part with such pleasant companions. Soup Squares. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The f oUowing list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentionecL Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

May 26. — City of London School at Stamford Bridge. 
27.— St. Paul's School at Stamford Bridge. 
29.— L.B.C. One Hundred Miles Trial. 

29. — Pengwem Boat Club Sports at Shrewsbury. 

30. — Mansfield C. and F. C. Sports. 

June 1. — L.A.C. Members, Two Miles Bicycle Handicap. 

3.— West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 

3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10. — Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10.— Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17.— Widnes Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
17.— Sutton B.C. 

22. — ^London B.C. v. Cambridge University. 
22. — St. Bartholomew's Hospital at Stamford Bridge. 
24. — Huddersfield Athletic Sports. 
24.— London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
24. — Speedwell B.C., Aston Lower Grounds, Bir- 
mingham. 

29. — L. A.C. Members, Three Miles Bicycle Handicap. 
July 1, — Blackheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge, 
1.— Belgrave B.C., One Mile, Surbiton. 
8.— Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 
8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 
8. — Pickwick B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
8 —Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
15. — L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

27. — ^Eastbourne B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
29. — Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 



EXCHANGE LIST, 

For Sale, 53-inch silver-plated " Humber " Roadster, in 
first-rate running order, baJl bearings to both wheels, brake, 
suspension saddle, Stanton's cyclometer (silver-plated), and 
Dearlove's King of the Road head-lamp (nickel plated), 
together with spanner, oilcan, etc., complete. Cost £30. 
Price 15 guineas. Apply (first by letter) to E. H. Pollock, 
25, Thurlow Road, Hampstead, London, N.W. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Dat6. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.K 

Croydon Dirision. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


May 27.— No Official Bun on account of Bank Holiday. 


June 8.— All Districts run to St. Albakb, to meet the G.U.Bi.C. and O.TT.BIC, time and place of starting to be published in the Gazrtb. 


^ 1 Lea Bridge Bd. 3.80, 
^ J Sybom^B Comer 
g J 8.46, for, Onqab. 
*^ 1 ("King's Head.") 


" Jack Straw's " 
Castle 8.45 for 
BlOKlCAKSWOBTH. 


8.30 Hammersmith 
Bridge for Wiblit 
Hut. Meet 8. W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WiSMT 
Hut. MeetW. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 

CHELSFIELD.Meet 

Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for Chels- 
FiELD. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 


f Lea Bridge Ed. 8.80, 
J:^ 1 Syborn*s Comer 

J 3.45, for Upmik- 

1 1 BTER. ("BeU.'*) 
*-» I Meet S.E., Black- 

V heath Div. 


" Jack Straw's 
CasUe" 8.45, for 

ESSENDON. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge for Thames 
DiTTON. Meet 
S.W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Thames 
DiTTOV. Meet 
W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Thames Ditton. 
Meet W. and S.W. 


"Hare and BiUef 
3.30, for Upmin- 
BTES. MeetN.E. 



June 24. -ANNUAL RACES. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Stable, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Boad, Acton, at 8.45. 



ST. ALBANS MEET.— IMPORTANT. 

The meeting with the O.U.Bi.C. and C.U.Bi.C. on Satur- 
day, 3rd June, is to take place as originally arranged at 
St. Albans, the " Peahen " having agreed to take us in in 
three rooms. Members are requested to make a special 
effort to attend. The arrangements are not quite complete, 
but will be given in our next ; at present it is arranged 
that the N.E. leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 to meet the 
N.W. at Barnet at 4.30. 

The following Notices have been received : — 

N.W. DlSTEICT. 

I do hope every member of this District will make 
it a matter of duty to put in an appearance at the St. 
Albans run on June 3. It is a short distance for us, com- 
pared with what members of other Districts will have to 
come, and the N.W. ought certainly for this reason to show 
up well— in fact, we should score a record for the District. 

W. J. WiLiJAMfl, District Captain. 

S.W. District. 

mPOETANT. 

On the 3rd June we go to St. Albans to meet all districts 
and the two University B.Cs. We leave the Coach and 
Horses," Kew, at three o'clock sharp, and ride by Harrow 
Weald and Elstree. Should circumstances favour us we 
intend, by takiug cross lanes a few miles short of St. Albans, 
to effect a junction with the main body proceeding from 
Barnet, and ride with them to our destination. The D.Cs. 
are very anxious to beat record, and in order to enable us 
to do this I would impress upon each individual member 
the necessity of making a determined effort to be present. 

Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 

P.S. — To those who cannot get away in time for our 
somewhat early start, I suggest the train leaving Broad 
Street for High Barnet at 3.13, or from Moorgate Street 
at 3.27. 



S.E. District. 
Members of this District are reminded that the Annual 
Meet with the Oxford and Cambridge Universities Bicycle 
CIul» will take place at St. Albans next Saturday week, 
June 3rd. Several men, including Stephen Smith and 
myself, intend making a day of it, and will ride through 
to St. Albans, crossing the river at Woolwich. I mention 
this in the hope that several more will join us in this 
pleasant trip, and I shall be glad to hear from those who 
will come, in order that a proper time and place of meeting 
may be definitely arranged. On the other hand, those 
who cannot quite spare the whole day are asked to take 
the train to High Barnet, from Broad Street, Moorgate 
Street, or Ludgate Hill. I cannot too forcibly impress 
upon the S.E. men the necessity for their attending in 
great strength at this most important gathering. 

H. Q. A. Brown, District Captain. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
20th May. The run to Cheshunt to meet the N.W. 
brought out a very fair attendance of this district It is 
true only six met at the Corner, but this seemed fair having 
regard to the wind, which would have been serious if we 
had not managed to avoid any direct conflict with it 
throughout the day. By advice of local authority we took 
the Marsh Street and Greenleaf Lane route to Chingford, 
which was in unusually good order. On the hill, Lloyd's 
ambition unfortunately resulted in a tumble, which bent 
his crank and involved a visit to the village smithy for 
more formidable weapons than the party boasted ; but this 
was soon remedied, and then ensued a series of easies. 
Smith's machine wanted oiling — there was no doubt it did ; 
Sewell broke a spoke, and then Arnott, just to keep us cool, 
got a loose pedal. However, at last, so it seemed, we reached 
the " Green Dragon," and found Lyne, Large, and Letchford 
(visitor) awaiting us. They had come by different routes ; 
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Large's route including a dog's back, as he explained. 
Weeks soon arrived and was followed by Hough, and ulti- 
mately by Ashley Barrett. The situation is charming, and 
a neighbouring cricket match was quite interesting; but 
there is a time when the keen demands of appetite " take 
off from the enjoyment even of such things as these, and 
before the N. W. arrived — an hour or more after the N.E. — 
patience was all but exhausted. The tea was good and 
economical, and was supplemented by roses all round with- 
out extra charge. Weeks and Letchford left before tea, 
Barrett, with C. Newman, before it was finished, and the 
remaining nine North-Easters enjoyed a very pleasant easy 
ride home together, marred only by one accident, Arthur 
Smith falling heavily on Chingford Hill, and requiring a 
good deal of doctoring to his machine and lamp. With that 
exception the party safely separated in Walthamstow, with 
good wishes to the would-be medallists. Present : Amott, 
Ashley Barrett, Child, Hough, Large, Lloyd, Lyne, E. D. 
Sewell, Arthur Smith, Weeks, Letchford (visitor), and 
Theo. Oodlee, District Captain. 



N.W. DlSTBICT. 

A fine afternoon, with a fresh north-easterly wind which 
drove clouds of dust before it, was the weather for our 
run to Cheshunt. We had hoped to have seen something 
of the bell " Great Paul,'* on its road to London, but Aiken 
brought word that it had reached Highgate Station, so we 
were disappointed. An epidemic in the shape of spills 
seems to have made its appearance among us, for, not 
satisfied with five the previous run, it infected two more 
men this Saturday. Our first misfortune happened just 
past Hadley Common, Barnett being the victim, his back 
wheel suddenly locking, but not succeeding in fetching him 
over. As soon as a fresh start had been made, Jackson 
came to grief going down the " Duke of York " hill, by, 
it is thought, slipping a treadle. The effect was a dis- 
figured face, a buckled wheel, and a bent crank and handle- 
bar. Notwithstanding that as many men as could get 
round the 58-in. wheel did their best to jump it into shape 
again, it utterly refused to do so, the result being that the 
machine had to be left at the " Duke of York," while its 
owner walked back to the train at Barnet. Meantime 
C. Newman had joined us, and while remounting Howard 
came over, happily doing no damage. By this time we 
were considerably late, and the stones in Potter's Bar did 
not tend to improve our pace. Proceeding via Northaw 
and Cuffleys we reached Goff's Oak through some beau- 
tiful country with extended views. From here it was 
all down hill to Cheshunt; passed the "Great House," 
once the residence of Cardinal Wolsey. Arriving at the 
" Green Dragon " at seven o'clock, we found the N.E. 
had been waiting for us about an hour. During tea 
Alison came in, and before leaving the landlord pre- 
sented us each with a white rose. We returned home by 



the same route, a rabbit doing its best to commit suicide 
under the D.C.'s wheel, but, misjudging its distance by a 
yard or so, failed in the attempt. We were all very pleased 
with the new route we traversed, and hope to go over it 
again before the close of the season. Distance, 36 miles. 
Present : Alison, Aiken, Barnett, Elgood, Hewitt, C. L. 
Hill, W. T. Hill, W. W. Howard, Jackson, C. Newman, 
TuUoch, Wilkins, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
I am thinking of running down to Amersham next Satur* 
day with a fiiend^ if fine. Our intention is to spend Sunday 
in this pretty spot, and then go on to the Bath road on 
Monday. I shall be glad to hear firom any member who 
would like to join us. W. J. Willums. 



W. District. 

May 20th. With half a dozen men on the racing path, 
and the Hampton Court Meet to-day possessing attractions 
for many more, it was only to be expected that a very 
small muster would ride to Watford. The route through 
Harrow Weald we found to be in rather bad order, so after 
tea at the *' Essex Arms," during which Lown arrived from 
some school sports at Bickmansworth, we rode home through 
Bushey, Clay Hill, and Edgware. Present: J. W. Lang- 
more, A. H. Lown, and 

Daniel T. Nofs, District Captain. 



S.W. District. 
20th May. Saturday last was the day of the Meet at 
Hampton Court, and the direction of our run gave us ample 
opportunity of viewing the crowds of riders that thronged 
Kingston and its approaches on their way to the spectacle. 
'Arry, of course, was there in force ; and his varied get up 
was most fetching. Gold and silver braid, helmets, white 
kids, stupendous button-holes, and vaccinated arms found 
plenty of representatives. Paramount, however, amongst 
all these, was the sporter of the bugle, who, riding all over 
the road, discoursed his sweet music with a lavish disregard 
for the ears of his audience. The writer of the amusing 
sketch in the last number of the Gazette should have been 
with us ; he would have had an excellent opportunity of 
following up his researches. This being the aspect of 
affairs, we found it pleasant to escape into the quiet lanes 
away fi*om all the laughable pomp and parade. We were 
forced to congratulate ourselves upon the wisdom of our 
Executive, who had the courage to forego the temptation of 
exhibiting our numbers before the crowds in the Chestnut 
Avenue. The strong wind at our backs quickly brought us 
into Walton, where we were soon joined by Gruggen and 
our last new member, Ryan's brother ; the latter, we hope, 
will walk in the way that his brother has forsaken. In the 
matter of tea the " Swan " was not up to its old form. The 
preparation for a large party from Hampton Court seemed to 
be too much for them, and we were compelled to put up with 
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a somewhat meagre meaL We were again favoured with 
the company of Hawley, who we are beginning to regard as 
a regular S. -Wester. A stroll, a smoke, and a talk over 
coming arrangements, and a start was made, Kingston being 
reached in daylight after a pleasant ride. Present : B. M. 
Gruggen, A. Hawley (N.W.), A. H. Rolls and dog, H. L. 
Ryan, H. H. Sherriff, and 

Abthub E. Buckler, District Captain. 



S.E. District. 

May 20. This was perhaps one of the most eventful 
runs we have ever had. An energetic member had been up 
till the small hours of the morning tearing away at " Globes," 
and filling the bags for the paperchase, but his efforts were 
fruitless on account of the hurricane which blew straight 
from Westerham, and would have tendered all attempts at 
laying a trail perfectly futile. However, it was resolved to 
go to Sanderstead Church, and there decide upon the 
course we should pursue. Just before leaving the fire 
station it was found that Sidney Herbert had had a narrow 
escape from a nasty accident, as his spring had broken near 
the head without his knowing it, and was hanging by a mere 
thread. A keen-sighted member made this discovery, and 
went on his way thinking he was all right, but in struggling 
with the wind on the hills near Sanderstead he broke off his 
treadle-pin, and a fall was the consequence. All this necessi- 
tated a return to Croydon, where he was provided with a fresh 
treadle, and Herbert with another machine. At Sanderstead 
it was decided to have a " man chase," to give Barker and 
Oswald five minutes' start, and to see if we could catch 
them before they reached Westerham by the direct road. 
Soon after the start, Herbert and Marten came into collision 
and fell, but this did not prevent their mounting again 
directly and riding hard to the finish. The start given was 
too much, as the hares gained slightly on the leading 
hounds, but, as is usual in these cases, there were 
plenty of explanations to be found, such as " hats 
blown off," "loose treadles," "slipping saddles," etc. 
At Westerham (the "King's Arms") we enjoyed a good 
and reasonable tea, which was finished before the Ox- 
ford telegram arrived, otherwise our appetites might 
have suffered. On the return journey, close to Keston 
Common, J. W. Potter broke his treadle-pin and came 
over, but fortunately without hurting himself much. It 
was then about ten o'clock, and there seemed but little 
chance of being able to get another treadle that night in 
such a quiet part ; but good luck still attended us, and at 
the "Fox" a man was found who knew a gentleman living 
close by, who belonged to the same choir and rode the 
bicycle. We repaired to him. A treadle was borrowed 
and fitted on, and it enabled us to reach Croydon in very 
respectable time. To wind up the evening's excitement, 
we had a little coursing in Addiscombe. The collie was 
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jogging along close to his master's wheel when a rabbit 
jumped away down the road ; off went the dog after him, 
back came the rabbit and performed several doubles under 
our wheels, with the dog in close attendanc& The pie was 
not so bad on Sunday ! 

The S.E. men will .be very glad to see that F. Kinder is 
well enough to ride again. The races at Oxford attracted 
a good many of our district, or there would have been more 
than the following tiiirteen members present : A. Barker, 
G. F. Beck, A. Day, Sidney Herbert, W. Johns, F. Kinder, 
F. C. Marten, J. C. Oswald, J. W. Potter, C. F. Schmettau, 
A. 0. Tylor, S. E. Whealler, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 



THE NEW FOREST. 
Alfred and Arthur Herbert had a very nice little ride 
down to the New Forest at Easter. The first evening they 
put up at Famham, at the " Lion and Lamb," which they 
recommend. The ride from here to Winchester was most 
enjoyable ; the weather was fine, the roads were splendid, 
and the wind was favourable. It was too good to hurry 
over. Lunch, or rather dinner, was obtained at the " Black 
Swan," a hot joint being just ready. After a stroll round 
the Cathedral, the journey was resumed over hilly ground 
towards Romsey. Near this place one of the jumping legs 
of the " Grasshopper " upon which Alfred was riding 
suddenly broke off while he was mounting a hill. This 
caused some delay, but a " Grasshopper " will sometunes 
show marvellous vitality minus one leg, and this one proved 
no exception to the rule. In Romsey the broken leg was 
left to be sent home by train. The " Compton Arms," 
Stoney Cross, was reached quite easily. Fortunately, and 
contrary to expectation, beds were obtained here ; so, after 
tea, a walk in the Forest was the order of the evening. No 
diflSculty was experienced in finding Rufus' Stone. Several 
guides volunteered their services, but they were dispensed 
with, one of Smith's pocket maps being sufficient. After 
which, supper and bed. This is a convenient place to stop 
at, the position is so good ; the bill was moderate. In the 
morning, after a good breakfast, the machines were mounted, 
as the rider of the " Grasshopper " preferred hopping along 
on wheels to trudging. A roundabout route was taken to 
Lyndhurst. The beauty of the Forest was much appre- 
ciated, but neither of the riders feel equal to any description 
of it in writing. From Lyndhurst the journey was con- 
tinued by another roundabout route to Ringwood, a good 
deal of the scenery this time consisting of " forest " without 
trees, but still very enjoyable. Here, at the " White Hart," 
an inn of the right sort, a simple dinner, but well cooked 
and very good, was obtained, which, and the cider, are still 
remembered. The following is from the head of the bill : — 
" In the * History of Signboards,' by John Camden Hotton, 
it is related that King Henry VII., with Philip, Archduke 
of Spain, and many ngbles and ladies, enjoyed a day's sport 
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in the New Forest, hunting a white hart, which, after a 
day's running, crossed the river Avon (which flows near the 
hotel, and affords capital fishing), and was run down near 
the old house of entertainment. The noble animal was 
about to be sacrificed, when the ladies of the company 
interceded for the white beast, clad by nature in the garb 
of innocence and purity. Its life was spared, and the king, 
who dined at the hotel, requested that the sign of the house 
should thenceforth be the " White Hart," in memory of the 
run and the delivery of the hunted animal. The keeper of 
the woods and forests, Halliday Wagstaffe, was that day 
knighted on the spot." Has anyone ever heard of a similar 
sign elsewhere ? 

The road firom Ringwood to Christchurch is level, along 
the side of the river. The fine church here, with its monu- 
ment to the poet Shelley, should not on any account be 
missed, and the climb up the worn-out steps of the tower is 
splendidly rewarded with a view of the Isle of Wight, the 
Needles, the sea, and the winding river. Bournemouth was 
the resting-place this evening. Some difficulty was ex- 
perienced in obtaining accommodation, but this was at last 
found at the "Lansaowne Hotel," with beds out, which, 
however, were good. The next and last morning it was 
decided to ride and hop back into the Forest by the direct 
road to Lyndhurst, which had not been traversed before, 
and take train from Lyndhurst Road Station to Surbiton, 
thence by road to Croydon via Ewell. This arrangement 
proved most satisfactory, as the morning was very fine, and 
the wind, strange to say, had come round. A steak was 
veiy acceptable at the ** Fox and Hounds," Lyndhurst, after 
which the train was caught, and Surbiton reached without 
change of carriage, and the two arrived at home in time for 
dinner. 

This outing is verily believed by the parties concerned to 
have been the slowest, shortest, and most enjoyable of any 
this Easter. 

THE HAMPTON COURT MEET. 

If there's any living man who imagines that he can 
With his most descriptive pen amnse his fellow men, 
By giving an aooonnt of this mighty atmnal mount. 

Let him try. 

There is never mnch to tell, from the Bugle to the Bell, 
But what all have read before, through a dozen pens or more. 
If any member knows what it is to do in prose 

It is X. 

The arrangements were complete for carrying out the Meet ; 
The Marshals and Police kept everything in peace ; 
Contented was the crowd, and there scarce was seen a doud 

In the sky. 

The procession trundled round, o'er the very same old ground. 
With Metropolitan riders, Provincials and outsiders. 
And "Otto's " twenty-four, " Facile " men, and many more 

On the " Tri." 

The Marshals' flags did wonders in patching up old blunders ; 
With a little practised skiU these in the future wiU 
Enable them, perhaps, to close up those ugly gaps — 

If they try. 

This is not the shortest run your Reporter's ever done j 
And to tell the truth he's found it rather hilly ground. 
But perhaps you'd think it kind if he would but lag behind. 

So good-bye. 



ECHOES. 

As you, Mr. Editor, know little, if anything, about the 
racing — I beg your pardon, I mean trial — qualities of this 
year's Bath competitors, I will proceed to enlighten you. 

• ••••• 

H. R. Reynolds, Barrett, and Jephson are all favourites 
for the "enamel," and from the various reports I have 
heard I fancy they will finish in the order named, though I 

Erophesy that Reynolds will have passed Maidenhead before 
e has shaken off Barrett 

*•••«• 

Jephson is better known in the neighbourhood of London 
for his good cinder-path performances than for his road- 
riding qualities, but report says he is equally good at both. 
If so, he will be a formidable antagonist. 

• «••«• 

The "dark horse," E. H. Hindley, the hope of the N.W. 
on Monday next, has, we are sorry to hear, got an attack 
of erysipelas in his leg, brought on by a strain ; this will 
quite incapacitate him firom riding in the Bath Trial 

• ««*•• 

R. 6. Francis and Oswald ought to make a good race 
for the fourth place. 

• • « • • • 

C. Newman is a fast man, but his chance has been much 
marred by his unfortunate accident. 

• ••••• 

A. L. Gruggen, H. H. Sherriff, and 0. Thorn are, we all 
know, good men and old Medallists, but rumour does not 
say if they have been training or not. 

• ••••• 

If G. F. Beck had trained he would have as good a 
chance for a medal as most men, but I fear that the Trial 
will be run a few weeks too soon for him. It is a pity he 
did not listen to the voice of the tempter a little earlier. 

• ••••« 

Of the remaining men, I fancy H. G. A. Brown, Barker, 
Price, Weeks, and Hawley. 

• • • • • • 

The other competitors are, comparatively speaking, dark 
horses, and I have not been able to ascer^in anything 
definite about them, though somebody whispered to me one 
day that W. E. Adam and his brother are first rate at 
100 miles. 

• ••••• 

As regards nay own chance, Mr. Editor, if (?) I have not 
mentioned it, it is because of my innate modesty. And 
really, you know, I don't think I care about the " enamel " 
much. It isn't very pretty, and it might tempt me to talk 
" Bath Trial " for the rest of the term of my natural life. 

• • • • • 

Advice to competitors for the T?rial of 1883. Don't take 
rooms in Essex, and think you are going to train quietly 
and no one know anything about it. You won't be able to 
keep your doings a secret from " Rambler." 

E. A. Weeks rode up Muswell Hill recently. 

• ••••• 

Competitors wiU do well to cut out of the Gazette, and 
carry with them, the road directions published this week. 

It was very kind of Mr. Kettle, of Hayes, to lend 
J. W. Potter a treadle last Saturday night. This was 
one of those instances where the favour is made doubly 
acceptable by the firiendly way in which it is conferred. 
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It has been arranged to have tea at the " Peahen/' at 
the Uniyeisity Meet at St. Albany on June 3rd. 

• ••••« 

The B.T.C. held their Annual (|eneral Meeting at Ezetec 
Hall on Friday. There were preient about 300 members. 
The principal business done to negative Shipton's 
proposal to alter the title to 'Cyclists Touring Club; to 
instruct the Secretary to attend each Council Meeting ; to 
decide that the uniform be changed, and to negatiye a 
proposal to raise the subscription to fiye shiUingB. 

• ••«•• 

The Hampton Court Meet on the 20th instant, was 
attended by about 1900 riders, representing 200 odd Clubs, 
and a comparatively small contingent of the unattached. I 
understand that only one Club contributed more than 30 
members. The Thames Embankment about 3 p.m. swarmed 
with bicyclists, some of whom were decorated in the most 
astonishing way. It is a pity the 5th of November is not 
the date chosen for the Meet. 

Rambler. 

McCullum Hill writes from Newbury under date of the 
22nd instant : — " Unless we have heavy rain before Monday, 
I fear the men will have a bad time of it, as I have never 
seen the Bath Road in such a state. Between Colnbrook 
and Slough it is awfully loose, but Salt Hill, and that 
always atrocious piece between Salt Hill TSlough) and 
Taplow, is like the * Chesil Beach.' I was really obliged to 
ride my ' tri.' on the path. Maidenhead to Reading, fair ; 
Reading to Newbury, very bad in places ; ditto Newbury 
to Hungerford — lots of loose stones ; but from Devizes to 
Bath, I was told to day, is simply awful, and via Chippen- 
ham it is worse. Cold lunch will be ready at ' The Chequers' 
here as usual." Fortunately, a good deal of rain has fallen 
since Monday last. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sib, — It is a great relief to find that so many of us have 
been mistaken, and that McCullum Hill is not imbued with 
the heretical doctrines that he pretended. 

Now that McCullum has explained his rather ponderous 
joke, I am quite willing to give him credit for kis good 
intentions ; but it is questionable whether his wholesale 
condemnation of our Club life — even in play — ^was alto- 
gether wise. The words of the poet say, 

" It was all very weU to disBemble yoiir love, 
But why did you kick me down stain f * 

and I think that he might have chosen a less violent anti- 
dote for the malady he sought to cure. 

I must apologise for craving a few more lines, but there 
is one point upon which your last week's correspondent 
seems to have misunderstood me. 

I said nothing in any way calculated either to give him 
the impression that I was adverse to the Concert in question 
being held, or that I found any fault with the Sub- 
Committee of Management ; on the contrary, I think they 
are to be congratulated upon the excellent entertainment 
provided. 

What I do complain of is this : Is it right to expect a 
sub-committee, consisting time after time of very nearly the 


same men, and necessarily must do so, for few are equal to 
'the task of organising a good entertainment — is it right, I 
repeat, to expect t^ese few men always to dispose of 
imficient tickets to give a satisfactory result ? Certainly 
not ! They may be able to do so now and then, but they 
cannot continually be bleeding their immediate friends. 

Having drawn your attention to what I consider a fruitful 
source of weakness, may I, with all due deference to those 
who know better, be bermitted to suggest a remedy. 

When next the Cmb contemplates an entertainment let 
a sufficient number of stewards be appointed, and let them 
purchase enough tickets for re-sale to cover expenses, thus 
aU further tickets disposed of would represent surplus. 

There is nothing new in my suggestion ; the same course 
is pursued very generally in other circles, and is found to 
work well, one great advantage being that the organising 
committee are able to give their entire attention to their 
legitimate work, and are not tormented with the dread of a 
deficit. 

Perhaps some men will say, " It would be difficult to 
procure sufficient stewards if the office was burdened with 
this responsibility." To these I reply, if the entertainment 
was generally desired there would be no lack of men willing 
to risk a small sum, and if at any time the requisite number 
was not forthcoming, would it not prove that the proposed 
undertaking had not the sympathy of our members ? There 
would then be an opportunity for a retreat, no liabilities 
having been incurred. 

Trusting my views may meet with approval, I am, Sir, 
etc., A. E. B. 

17th May, 1882. 
[We think this correspondence had better now cease. — ^Ed.] 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — There is a through train from New Croydon to 
Willesden at 4 p.m. and one from Willesden to Watford 
and St. Albans at 5.1 p.m. I think these trains might be 
useful to some members on Saturday week. — Yours truly, 

Alfred Herbebt. 

London, 23rd May, 1882. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Thbta. — ^The notice to competitors published last week 
has been revised and corrected. We recommend you to 
adhere to the directions printed in this issue. 

Rambler. — It is not without some hesitation that we 
have inserted your *' Echoes " this week : we hope no 
members will feel offended at your remarks. Please be 
less personal in future. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions must be addreesed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C./ and most bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and., if immediate insertion is desired, must be receired not 
later than Tuesday at 5.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Propriett rs by Dakling & Son, at the Minerya Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— May 25, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tue8da3rs. 

ST. ALBANS MEET.— NOTICE. 
I hope that all members who can possibly do so will come 
down to St. Albans on Saturday. A Club photograph 
will, if practicable, be taken. Probably several men will 
ride on to Dunstable for the night. The moon is nearly 
full, and night riding out or home ought to be very pleasant. 

T. E. ScRUTTON, Captain. 



N.E. District. 
N.R members are reminded that being a "little district" 
it is their solemn duty to turn out " en bloc'* on Saturday 
next for St. Albans. Record is, if possible, to be beaten, 
and "Scrutton 'expects that every man this day,' etc., etc." 
Meet at Lea Bridge Road at 3.0, and ride by West Green 
to Tally Ho ! and so on, an easy ride for our District. 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 

N.W. District. 
I would again remind members of the General Meet to 
St. Albans next Saturday. As an additional attraction 
there will be a Club Photograph taken, by the same people 
^ho took the last in 1877. As our Captain wishes to score 
a record attendance, each member must do his very best to 
put in an appearance. 

W. J, Williams, District Captain. 



W. DiSTRior. 

For the run to St. Albans to meet the Universities the 
meeting place will be Ealing Common, at the comer of the 
road leading to Hanger Hill, at 3.20 sharp, that we may 
ride with the S.W. who start from Kew at 3.0. 



S.E. DiOTRior. 

I must again express my earnest hope that the S.E. men 

will do everything in their power to attend the meet at 

St. Albans next Saturday, 3rd June. Those members who 

would like to take the whole day are informed that they 

will have to be in the Shooter's Hill Road, corner of 

Bhickheath (sixth milestone from London), at 10.30, if 

they wish to ride with the main body ; otherwise they will 

have to take their chance of meeting them somewhere 

between North Woolwich and St. Albans. There is a 

train leaving Broad Street for High Bamet at 3.13, and 

one from Moorgate Street at 8.27, either of which will suit 

those who have not time to ride the whole distance on 

their machines. . ^ 

H. G. A, Browh, Distnct Captam. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

I hope that all members will do their best by selling 
tickets and obtaining entries to save us from the heavy loss 
we sustained last year. This is a result which can only be 
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achieved by indiif?4«al work on the part of every member, 
and is a duty which every member owes to the Club. 
The events are :r- 

Two miles Handicap. — Open. 
One mile Handicap. — Club. 
Five miles Scratch Race.— Open. 
Ten miles Scratch for District Challenge Cup. 
Two miles Scratch for Ladies' Challenge Cup. 
Entries close to the Secretary on or before June 17th. 
Entrance fee half a crown for each event. 

T. E. ScBUTTOir, Captain. 



S.W. District. 

On the 10th inst. it is proposed to introduce an entirely 
new feature into our run. In company with the W. District 
we intend picnicing in the pine woods on the shores of the 
lake at Wisley Hut, on the Ripley road. 

A hamper containing most of the essentials will be sent 
down, and foraging parties will be organised to procure 
anything else that may be required from the adjacent 
villages. 

Members of other districts need not fear breeding a 
famine by their presence, as there will be no difficulty in 
providing food for all comers. 

Abthub E. Buoklbb, District Captain. 

Members are reminded of the S.W. Race Meeting at 
Surbiton on Thursday evening next Judging by the 
entries there is every probability of some first-class racing. 
Wyndham, 0. Thorn, F. L. Adam, Griffith, C. A. Brown, 
G. F. Beck, and others have entered. 

Trains leave Waterloo for Surbiton at 5.25 (express), 
5.50, and 6.15 (express). 



BICYCLE UNION. 
BiPOBi or A MxsTnia or thv Exiounvi hiu> at the Ornoxs, 
17, iBomfoiiaiB Laki, Mat 28bd, 1882. 

The following Clubs have joined the Union : The Chelsea, 
Catford, Social, Orleans, and Solihull. 

Engaged on arrangements for Championships, ''Time 
Standards," etc. 

Engaged on Local Centre Rules. 

Wm. Pyb-Enqlish, Rep. Hon. Sec. 



BATH TRIAL. 
Another Whit Monday is over, and the favourite has 
won, not a usual event in the history of the Club. A very 
fast time and the splendid struggle between Reynolds and 
Beck were the most noteworthy features in this year's race. 
The time, only seven minutes longer than Appleyard's, with 
a much weaker wind, must be considered the best yet done 
in the history of the Trial ; and it has never yet happened 
that the two first men should be in sight of each other from 
Maidenhead in. 



There is nothing remarkable to record concerning the 
Saturday and Sunday at Bath. About a dozen men came 
in various ways on the Saturday, Sherriff rode in on Sunday, 
and the rest of the competitors, with Rucker, came down 
by the evening train on Sunday, having a warm six hours' 
ride. The O'Reilly, Heath, and Wilkinswere also in Bath, 
and rendered great assistance at the start. 

The men were called at 5.45 on Monday, and got away 
from the hotel at seven. At 7.23 the Captain despatched 
them to a capital start from Cleveland Bridge, and retired 
with Rucker and The O'Reilly to the London train. 

The following were the twenty-four starters : — 



Beck. 


Hawley. 


Newman. 


Wigan. 


H. G. A Brown. 


R. H. M. Francis. 


Jephson. 


Oswald. 


Barker. 


0. Thorn. 


H. R. Reynolds. 


A. L. Gruggen. 


Lloyd. 


Lown. 


F. L. Adam. 


Ashley Barrett 


R. G. Francis. 


Braby. 


H. H. Sherriff. 


Weeks. 


W. K. Adam. 


D. R. Smith. 


Price. 


R. M. Gruggen. 



Hindley did not start owing to illness, and Hewitt was 
unable to leave town. 

Newman appears to have taken the lead early in the 
race, and led into Devizes by a hundred yards or so ; in 
close attendance were Jephson, Price, Barker, Oswald, 
Lloyd, Reynolds, Beck, and W. K. Adam. The first 
detailed times come from Marlboro' Hill, 35} miles from the 
start, where Alfred Herbert reports arrivals as follows : — 

hr.mlii.Bee. hr.iiiiiLsee. 
C. Newman reached there at 10 4 80 in 2 41 30 from itart 

Beok I 

Barker | 
Beynolde i 
Price ) 
Jephson i 

Oiwald II 

Wigan N 

^^<^y^ \ 

Barrett ) 
Thorn \ 

Sherriff > it 

Smith ) 

R. H. M. Franda n 

A. L. Gruggen... ii 

R. O. Francis.... u 

Weeks ) 



.. 2 42 

•• 2 42 80 

II 2 48 80 

1. 2 45 

II 2 48 80 

•• 2 50 

II 2 51 80 

II 2 58 80 

I. 2 54 

n 2 54 80 



W.K. 

Hawley 

H. G. A. Brown 

F. L. Adam 

Lown 

B. M. Gniggen.. 
Braby., 



2 57 80 

2 59 
8 
8 2 
8 2 80 

3 5 
8 9 



Here Brown and R. Q* Francis stopped, suflFering from 
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8 22 80 



8 24 



8 28 



cramp. The unfortunate episode of the milk will be found 
explained in Herbert's letter. 

In Savernake Forest R. H. M. Francis had a bad tumble, 
but went on. 

From Hungerford, miles, Nops sends times as 
follows : — 

hr.min.sec. hr.miiLMe. 

Beek \ 

S*^^'^ > reached there at 10 40 OinSlT Ofrometart. 
Newman I 

Barker J 

Price i 
Oswald ) 
Wigan ) 
Barrett ) 
D.R. Smith! 

Uoyd II 

W.KAdam..... n 

Sherriff ) 

> II 

Thorn ) 

A. L. Gmggen J 

Il.H.M.FranciB) 

Weeks 

Hawley. n 

Lown I 

R. M. Gmggen.. ii 

F. L. Adam n 

Braby i 

From Newbury (53 miles) W, A. Smith reports that Beck 
reached there at 11 hr. 16 min. 40 sec, and stopped, and 
Reynolds rode through at 11 hr. 17 min. 20 sec, having 
sandwiches handed to him. Full times are : — 

hr.miix.sec hr.min.seo. 
Beek arriyed 8 63 40 from start; left 4 4 80 



8 82 
8 83 



8 84 80 



8 85 80 



8 88 
8 41 
8 42 
8 51 
8 62 
4 4 



Beynolds n 

Newman J 

Barker ) 

Jephson n 

Oswald I 

Price ti 

Wigan II 

Smith II 

W. K. Adam n 

Barrett m 

Lloyd II 

Weeks II 

R. H. M. Frands... n 

Lown II 

Hawley i 

Braby n 

A. L. Gruggen n 

Sherxiff h 

Thorn h 

F. L. Adam ii 

and R. M. Gniggen n 



8 64 20 
8 56 e 



(rode through) 
left 4 « 



2 
4 80 
6 



7 

10 

11 

12 

12 80 
4 15 
4 16 80 
4 21 
4 22 
4 62 
4 16 
4 17 
4 19 
4 86 
4 87 













II 4 17 

.1 4 14 

.1 4 21 

.1 4 18 

,1 4 15 

I. 4 19 

(rode through) 

left 4 84 

.1 4 28 

.1 4 39 

I. 4 80 

M 4 85 

M 6 6 



1 practically gave 
up here, and 



left together 
at 6.12 from 
start. 



W. K. Adam broke his haudle-bar between Hungerford 
and Newbury, and rigged up an extempore one of wood, 
with which, with great pluck, he rode till liis fall. 

Between Newbury and Reading Beck gained slightly on 
Reynolds. Alison and Marten give times on Reading 
Railway Bridge, 69 miles from start, as follows : — 



hr.min.sec. hr.min.sec. 

Reynolds came at 12 28 80 5 5 80 from start 

Beck 1 6 12 80 n 

I H 6 15 

{ 6 27 

Jephson i 

Wigan I. 6 28 80 

Barrett ) 

W. K. Adam [ 5 84 h 

Oswald ) 

Weeks n 6 87 n 

Price 1 5 89 

^^y^ I „ 6 52 I. 

Lown 1 

R.H.M.Francis 5 64 n 

Hawley .i 6 65 

Dalton timed the leaders at Twyford, 75 miles from Bath, 
as follows :— ^ . 

hr.mlQ.8ec. 

Reynolds 6 86 80 from start 

Beck 6 41 

Newman 5 44 80 n 

Barker 6 ^5 40 

Smith 6 69 

Jephson ) 6 2 80 ii 

Wigan ) 

Oswald « * 

W.K. Adam « « 

Barrett « »^ 

Price « 12 80 

Weeks «15 80 

Beck continued to gain, and at Maidenhead, "White 
Hart," 83 miles, the times taken by W. J. Williams were :— 

hr.min.8ec 

Beynolds 6 12 Ofromstart 

6 14 II stopped a minute. 

Newmiiii'.'...!^. « 20 .. 

Barker « 23 i. 

Smith « ^ " 

Oswald 6 41 11 

Jephson | 6 41 n left at 6 hr. 4 8 min. 

Wigan I 
Weeks ) 

Baiyett [ « 61 

W. K Adam ) 

Here Price stopped. Rucker coached Beck ; L. B. Rey- 
nolds and Wynne were with the leader, and all the way in 
the two men were in and out of sight of each other. Beck 
at one time getting within 200 yards. 

Marchant timed them in Longford— 

hr.mln.8ee. 

Beynolds 7 1 Ofromstart 

Beck 7 1 80 I. 

Newman ) 7 16 n 

Barker J 

Oswald 7 87 

Jephson 7 89 .. 

Wigan I 7 40 « 

D. R. Smith S 

Weeks 7 50 « 
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Here W. E. Adam, who had ridden with great pluck, 
fell badly from exhaustion ; fortunately some L.B.G. men 
were near, and with Tegetmeier's help he was seen home. 

In the last mile, Rucker finding that Beck could not 
catch Reynolds, eased him a little, and the leader passed 
the post at 2.49, 7 hours 26 minutes from the start. 
FULL RETURN. 

hr.min.sec. 

1. H. R. Reynoldi EnaxneUed Medal 7 26 

2. G. F. Beck 2iid Medal 7 26 50 

8. A. Barker \ v^-* 8rd and 



idead beat. 
„ 4th Medal 



7 43 



5. M. H. Jephson 5th 

6. J. C. Oswald 6th 

7. C. Wigan 7th 

8. D. R. Smith 8th 

9. E. A. Weeks 9th 



n 8 6 80 

.1 8 7 

.. 8 8 

•• 8 11 

8 21 



10. Ashley Barrett (previous Medallist) ... 8 24 

11. A. H. Lown 10th Medal 8 81 

12. A. Lloyd Certificate 8 89 

13. R. H. M. Francis i 8 49 

14. Hawley .. 9 4 

15. 0. Braby .. 9 58 80 

Newman waited for Barker after Maidenhead, and the 
pair tried to run a dead heat ; the South-Easter however 
spurted in the last yard and won by 2^ inches ; the Captain 
kindly overlooked his clumsiness. 

The tenth medallist's time was 27 minutes better than 
the same medal last year. After the finish most of the 
men adjourned to the Milford Arms," where, though the 
house was a little overtaxed by the unexpectedly large 
number, a very fair tea was provided, Eucker very kindly 
arranging financial matters in the absence of the Captain, 
who was waiting till the ten hours were up. The men got 
home somehow, several of them going up to Waterloo in a 
compartment meant for six and holding twenty-two. 

Two Faciles," Vesey, and a few outsiders started from 
Bath with the men. It is not known what became of the 

Faciles ; " Vesey was nearly 40 minutes behind the first 
man. 

The Captain begs to thank the competitors for the almost 
universal attention to his remarks in the matter of uniform ; 
also Herbert, Nops, W. A. Smith, Alison, Marten, Dalton, 
W. J. Williams, The O'Reilly, and Marchant, for services 
rendered along the road. If any of them who have incurred 
expenses for telegrams, milk, etc., will send a note in to the 
Treasurer, he will pay disbursements, so far as the Club 
funds permit. The thanks of the Club are due to Mr. 
Fenner, as usual, for the way in which our men were looked 
after at Bath ; it would be difficult to have been more 
comfortable at Whitsuntide anywhere : also to Mr. Teget- 
meier, for his attention to W. E. Adam at Longford. 

The wind was a little W. of N.W. and very slight ; it 
had dropped considerably since the Sunday. The day misty 
at first, then very fine and hot, but cloudy in the afternoon. 
The roads were very good all along. So ends the Bath 
Trial of 1882. 



THE ''TIMES" ON BICYCLING. 
Fr<m the "Timet" o/Mny 3U<. 

Tbere are lome kinds of birdu, weU known to all of us, which dining 
a part of the year Uve the same humdrum family life as other birds, but 
which at another season are gregarious and appear in flocks. The 
bioycUst has in the same way his solitary and his gregarious moods. 
The other day we recorded a sort of jubUee of gregarious bicydism, 
when 2350 bicyclists and their steeds held a monster "meet " at Hamp- 
ton Court, and filed away in a five-mile procession. This large concourse 
is evidently entitled, as it evidently claims, to be the subject of some 
more than passing notice. We confess to loving the bicyclist in ones and 
twos better than in droves. A demonstration of 2350 persons, whether 
politicians or athletes^ even though the object of their meeting be only 
to record their numbers, is always more or less aggressive. This is em- 
phasized in the case of bicyclists, owing to characteristics which have 
probably come under most persons' observation. It hardly needed, 
indeed, a crushing argument like the meet at Hampton Court to con- 
vince us that self-propulsion on wheels ia a favourite amusement. 
Within a radius of twenty miles round London the bioycle or the tri- 
cycle is almost as commonly met with as other conveyances. Even in 
the crowded streets of the metropolis the bicycle-rider is no stranger ; 
while an evening walk along the Thames Embankment might suggest 
the paradox that that thoroughfare was built for bicycles. Twelve or 
fourteen years ago the only machine by which you could propel 
yourself was the cumbrous four-wheeled velocipede. The bicycle 
sprang into exiitenoe and vogue all at once. It was not so much a 
discovery of what mechanism could do for man as a discoveiy of 
what man was capable. It is astonishing to think that, with aU the 
wonderful crafts and arts developed by human dexterity, no one had 
thought seriously, or reduced his ideas to practice, of balancing himself 
upon a couple of wheels with a view to rapid progression. Once 
introduced, the bicycle rapidly grew in Ughtnees and handiness, until it 
attained its present periection. The tricycle was for years left behind 
in the race for favour, as a clumsy and ignoble machine. Now it has 
become, in its wonderfully improved form, nearly as popular as the 
bicycle ; and obviously there are considerations which will always 
weigh with a large class of persons in choosing to go on three 
wheels instead of on two. The great deterrent to those who would 
otherwise learn to ride a bicycle is, that however good riders they 
msy become, they are tolerably sure to meet with some accident 
or accidents at some period of their careers. Even if the bicyclist 
is cautious enough to avoid all steep hills which end he knows 
not where, a stone or a mischievous urchin may render all his 
skill and caution futife. The tricyoUst is secure from such mis- 
chances, besides which he is not so much of a slave to his machine, 
and can go as slowly as he likes. Add that his wife, sister, or 
sweetheart can ride in his company, and even upon the same machine^ 
and it will be seen that the staid tricycle has advantages not to be 
gainsaid. But, of the two, bicycling will always have the greater charm 
for the young fellow of nerve. Its recommendations, whether as a 
healthful amusement, a means of getting over the ground quickly and 
seeing the country, or as a form of competitive sport, are too apparent 
to need enumeration. 

A remarkable example of the speed with which bicyclists perform 
long journeys was afforded on Whit-Monday in the annual road race 
of the London Bicycle Club. Of the twenty-four competitors who 
started from Bath for London fourteen completed the 100 miles within 
nine hours, while two took less than seven hours and a half ~that is 
not much over three times as long as the Great Western train, the 
''Flying Dutchman." Bicyclists everywhere scour the face of the 
country, seeing England mure thoroughly than their ancestors ever did 
from the top of the stage-coach. They have a literature of their own 
in maps, itineraries, and guide-books ; they publish lists of acceptable 
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hotels ; thej put np WMmingB at dangeroiu points of the high road. 
On the other hand, hicycling has adversaries of a bitter type. The 
popularity indicated by the Hampton Court gathering has been 
achieved in the face of certain dislikes and prejudices, some of them 
reasonable, some unreasonable. High up on the list of prejudices 
against bicycling are those harboured by coachmen and all connected 
irith horseflesh. Horses may occasionally have been frightened and 
drivers impeded by bicyclists ; but the dislike of horsey men is perhaps 
more instinctive than rational, being grounded upon a contempt for a 
class of no apparent solidity either of fortune or equipage, and not pos- 
sessing that responsibility which attaches to the custody of a coach, a 
team of horses, and a long post-horn. It is not certain, though it is 
probable, that all metropolitan magistrates are carriage proprietorB. 
Such a hypothesis might explain the severity sometimes exhibited in 
our police courts towards bicyclists. A humorous driver may generally 
try to lasso a bicyclist with impunity ; or, if he is punished, plenty of 
people look upon his offence with indulgence. But if the bicyclist, 
approaching swiftly in the twilight, frightens a nervous old lady, he 
becomes a pestilent fellow against whom the law cannot be interpreted 
too strictly. There are moments, certainly, when invective against 
bicyclists rises naturally to the lips. The braying of bugles — in- 
dispensable articles of outfit to many of these sportsmen — from dusk 
np to a late hour in the night prevents dwellers in a suburb from loving 
bicyclists as they ought. Although most of the objections to bicycle- 
riders are sentimental, we are not disposed to make light of them on 
that account. It is no trivial matter, now that bicyclists are so im- 
mensely numerous, that many of them should set at naught good taste 
and the proprieties generally. To see a pleasant country road or village 
in the neig^hbourhood of the metropolis invaded by a troop of cockneys, 
clothed somewhat like seaside bandsmen in knee-breeches, each doing 
his utmost, with the most painful result, to make himself seen and 
heard, is a hardship none the less real because no spectator takes phy- 
sical harm thereby. Grotesqueness of outfit and loudness of manner are 
perhaps snperfidal matters enough ; but they not unnaturally prejudice 
homely people against the gregarious bicyclist. 

It is satisfactory, however, to think that the vagaries of gimcrack 
sportsmen have not proved a more serious detriment to one of the 
manliest and most healthful of outdoor recreations. And even if we 
were to regard the more vulgar spirits as representative of all bicycle- 
riders, we ought to form our estimate upon a retrospective comparison. 
That is to say, regard should be had not more to what bicyclists might 
be than to what they might have been. The same youths at 
whose exuberances one can now afford to laugh have found in 



bicycling an outlet for energies which might otherwise have 
been confined to vicious spheres. Bicycling, indeed, is only one 
among a dozen outdoor amusements which are called by their respective 
devotees ** national,'' and yet which are all, in their present degrees of 
development at all events, a gprowth of the last thirty or forty years. 
Even a game so well established as cricket is of vastly different propor- 
tions to those which it boasted fifty years ago. As for rowing, football, 
athletic sports, and lawn tennis, these aie sports which have either been 
invented or attained maturity since the present generation was young. 
Meanwhile the old-fashioned amusements, hunting, racing, and shooting, 
have not been crowded out of the field, though they could hardly make 
proportionate progress. But these sports have never been within the 
reach of the middle classes of the towns ; and one would like to know 
how, fifty or a hundred years ago, young men in a similar position to 
those who now ride bicycles, play cricket, football, lawn tenms, and 
run at athletic meetings acquired that vigour of body which, as we 
know, has combined with a few other qualities and a pattern constitu- 
tion to make Britain what it is. The chances are that if you question 
an octogenarian on these points he will tell you that he took long walks ; 
an unsatisfactory solution truly to bicycle-riders, who now are inde- 
pendent of ooaches or railways, and career on light wheels over the 
whole kingdom. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The following list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

June 3.— West Kent B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal Palace. 
3. — Belgrave Bicycle Club at Surbiton. 
10. — Temple B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10. — Southport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
55-inch D.H.F. " Premier,** in perfect condition, cranks, 
head, and spring plated ; parallel bearings to front wheel. 
First-rate touring machine. Price £14. F. L. Adam, 
3, Queensborough Terrace, Hyde Park, W. 



FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


June 8.— All Districts run to St. Albanb, to meet the C.U.Bi.C. and O.U.Bi.O., times and places of starting see Notices on page 97. 


^ 1 Lea Bridge Bd. 8.30, 
J Sybom's Comer 

1 ] 8.45, for Onoab. 
1 ("King's Head.") 


" Jack Straw's " 
Castle 8.45 for 

BiCKUJUfSWOBTH. 


8.80 Hammersmith 
Bridge for WiSLET 
Hut. MeetS.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WiSLiT 
Hut. MeetW. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Chelsfibld. Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for Chels- 
fibld. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 


C Lea Bridge Rd. 3.80, 
^ 1 Sybom's Comer 
9 J 8.45, for XJpMiN- 
§ 1 BTKK. ("Bell.") 
^ ( Meet S.E., Black- 

V heath Div^. • 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 

ESBENDON. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge for Thames 
DiTTON. Meet 
S.W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Thambs 
DiTTON. Meet 
W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Thambs Dittok. 
MeetW. and S.W. 


"Hare and BiUef' 
8.80, for Upmin- 
BTBB. Meet N.E. 



June 24. -ANNUAL RACES. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District Steble, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, at 8.45. 

u i yiiiz^d by Google 
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ECHOES. 

The Ghh0 of the 27th ult. announced that on the follow- 
ing Monday the London Boating Club would hold their 

100-miIes race from Bath to Hounslow. 

• •«••• 

Are the authorities of Bath going to be petitioned to 
stop the chimes in clock next Whit-Sunday night ? They 
are quite superfluous, as every man knows the exact tune 
they play. 

«••««• 

The O'Reilly and Rucker were at Bath, both encouraging, 
giving tips, and overhauling machines, and otherwise doing 
their utmost. It is nice to see that a man as soon as he 
gets a medal does not give up all interest in the race, but 

enters into the spirit of it as if he were running, etc. 

• « • • • • 

It is said that Pulboro' has trained more medallists this 

year than Essex. 

• ••••• 

Dalton's wet towel was as refreshing as anything along 
the road. * 

• ••••• 

That the fast time is greatly owing to the kindness of 

the men on the road and their bountiful ministrations. 

• • • • • • 

The winner's machine was of no known species, having 
been extensively repaired with parts of different makers ; it 
had travelled 8,000 miles. 

Both Beck and Reynolds were much done at the finish ; 
the other men were fairly fresh, except that Oswald had 
severe cramp on first dismounting. D. R. Smith's face 
when his feet touched the ground first was a sight, and 
called forth roars of laughter. 

It is not true that Newman and Barker are going to run 

the course over again to decide who gets the third medal 

• «•••• 

Adam's riding was splendidly plucky. He rode fifty miles 
with half his handle broken off and a bit of wood tied on 
instead, and literally rode till he dropped," six miles from 
home. I hope that nothing more serious than exhaustion 
has ensued. 

The South-East District, the "Rucker" machines, and 
the Oxford contingent all scored heavily in the Trial. The 
District got six medals out of ten, including the enamelled ; 
there were eight "Ruckers" in the race, out of which five 
got medals, including the second and third (Newman) ; 
the Oxford contingent took four medals, including the 
enamelled, and W. E. Adam would have obtained a fifth 

but for his spill. 

• •••«• 

A new branch of usefulness has been discovered for the 
Captain. He arrived at Brentford with the usual amount 
of " reasonable luggage " — fifteen packages, varying from a 
lamp to a portmanteau. No cab ; no porter ; no barrow ; 



and the Milford Arms " a mile and a half off. At last a 
barrow was procured (a rather heavy one) and three small 
boys chartered ; the packages were with difficulty piled on ; 
then the cavalcade started. After a quarter of a mile of 
slow progress, during which a large number of packages 
tumbled off, the small boys broke down utterly. The 
Captain got into the shafts himself and wheeled the barrow 
the remaining mile, the small boys holding the packages on. 
He says he shall ride for the Bath" next year — ^he thinks 

it will be better fun. 

• «•««• 

It is a curious fact that it is almost impossible to meet 
with a medallist of any year who could not have ridden the 
100 miles at least ten minutes quicker than his recorded 
time. 

• •••«• 

In the usual Bath " sweep " Price drew Reynolds. We 
understand that he was sold for 12s. 6d., which is some- 
thing like a bet of 4 to 1 against him. It is certainly this 
against favourites generally ; we doubt if it was so against 
Reynolds. The Treasurer and Brown were the other 
winners. 

• ••••• 

We hear that two prominent members of the North-West, 
kindly providing milk for the afternoon train on Sunday, 
were pressed into a different service and fulfilled it ad- 
mirably. They do not desire, however, a permanent flbgage- 
ment as nurses. 

R. M. Gruggen's saddle bolt broke while he was descending 

Reading Hill legs over the handles." 

• ••••• 

On the 29tli May, at Mftyfield, Guildfotd, the wife of Ebmist H. 
Gabb, of a daughter. 

The proprietor of the "Bicyclists' Rest" Inn, near 
Hatfield, and 18 miles from London, is a model landlord. 
When poor Newman came to grief the other day, he was 
unremitting in his attention and very moderate in his 
charges. 

• ••••• 

I hear there is every prospect of good racing and a large 
attendance at the S.W. race meeting on Thursday next at 
Surbiton. Those members who recollect the pleasant even- 
ing spent at the same race-course two years ago, when the 
Colony organised their meeting, will no doubt come again* 

Entree litre, as they say in French shops. 

«•«••• 

The prospect of a Club photograph at St. Albans on 

Saturday ought to bring men in large numbers, if nothing 

else will. The man who took the Hampton Court ones has 

been discovered, and will be down during the afternoon. 

• ••••• 

A. C. Potter, a member's brother, won the second prize 
in the Three Miles Handicap in €he City of London School 
Sports last Friday. Last year he finished first. 

Rahblbb. 

Digitized by Google 
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A TOUR THROUGH WALES. THE NORTH OP 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By E. J. and H. H. Shse&iff. 
( Continued Jrom page 70,) 
It was nearing the summit when about three feet of the 
tyre of H/s machine came off ; fortunately, he was walking 
at the time, or a serious spill would have occurred. Some 
twenty minutes was spent in tying it on with string, and 
he then had to ride slowly tlie rest of the way into 

DOLGELLT 

(293), the descent being very rough and, in places, steep, 
the road running at the foot of Cader Idris (2929 feet in 
height), which was reached about two o'clock, and a capital 
dinner was obtained at the " Royal Ship " (B.T.C.), at which 
H. was heavily handicapped, E. obtaining a good tliirty 
minutes' start, and still kept H. company until he finished. 
Dolgelly is situated between the rivers Aran and Wnion, in 
a wide fertile valley of rich and diversified beauty, and at 
the foot of the majestic mountain Cader Idris ; it is also 
well wooded, and abounds with interesting sights. The 
town being left, we had a most enjoyable run to Barmouth. 
The coach road (10 miles) has been truly described as a 
continued series of pictures. The road was formed with 
immense labour and cost through the rocks, and guarded 
by a wall The expanse of water at high tide is consider- 
able, and assumes the appearance of a large lake enclosed 
by mountains, among which rises the summit of Cader 
Idris. On approaching Barmouth the river is seen falling 
into the ocean, and the bay of Cardigan is spread out in 
view. It is said that the scenery here is more beautiful 
than that of the Rhine, and certainly one could not possibly 
wish or imagine anything finer. Between the two places 
we made a lengthy stoppage to take it all in, but then left 
unsatisfied, for one could never admire it enough. It is 
not a road to be skipped over like many tourists (who are 
afraid to leave the saddle) would, it is, in fact, almost a 
shame to ride at all, as too much attention must be given 
to the road, which is of a hilly nature and dangerous to 
look about, for should the machine run away, or swerve 
against a stone and throw the rider over the low wall, he 
would be precipitated some hundreds of feet on to the 
rocks or river beneath ; sharp corners also occur, and it 
made us shudder to think, if the steering became locked, 
what the result would be. The surface on the whole is 
very good and all hills rideable, the last descent into' 

BARMOUTH 

(304) being long and rather steep. We reached this town 
about five o'clock, and put up at the " Barmouth Hotel " 
(B.T.C.) where we were well served at the usual tariff. A 
trip in a sailing boat in Cardigan Bay was very pleasant, 
the sea being smooth, and the evening delightfully calm 
and tranquil. The rest of the evening was spent on the 
sands, viewing the town and the objects around. E. not 
having enough leg exercise climbing the rough and preci- 



pitous hill at the back of the town, from whence a grand 
panoramic view of Barmouth and the neighbourhood was 
obtained, and a bird's-eye view of the scene added to his 
sketch book, which was very good when well explained, but 
when not, it was difficult to discern which was sea and which 
sand, which ships and which shells, and which train and which 
town. Barmouth is one of the most popular watering- 
places on the Welsh coast. The old portion of the town 
consists of terraces of houses arranged one above the other 
on the side of the hill, and approached by steps cut in the 
rock, and presents a very picturesque sight Within a couple 
of miles, on the DolgeUy road, lies the celebrated " Panorama 
Walk," where a most extensive prospect is obtained. 
Looking towards Dolgelly the river Mawddach is seen 
winding its way through a beautiful vale enclosed by high 
and grand mountains ; immediately opposite stands Cader 
Idris. To the left will be observed Diphwys, nearly 2,000 
feet high ; seawards, a fine view of the bridge and Cardigan 
Bay. Distance run to-day forty-eight miles. 

Munching our biscuits as we rode, six o'clock next 
morning found us toiling towards Harlech. We followed the 
sea coast all the way. It was a terribly rough road, and hilly, 
loose stones seemingly being at a discount, for they plenti- 
fully bestrewed our way, and we had to dismount once or 
twice for them. The morning was chilly and dull, but we 
were soon quite warm enough, as we had the wind against 
us, which made riding rather hard, and we made but poor 
headway, it being half-past nine before we reached 

HARLEOH 

(317). We had thus been more than three hours doing the 
thirteen miles. At Harlech we put up at the ''Castle 
Hotel " (B.T.C), which faces the Castle ruins, over which, 
after our breakfast, we rambled. A charge of fourpence was 
made at the gates. We climbed up to tjie top of the walls, 
and from there viewed the surrounding scenery. The 
Castle itself stands about half a mile from the sea on an 
elevated rock. Facing this way the perpendicular cliff 
is inaccessible, and on the land side it was protected by a 
wide fosse, hewn out of the rock, with a drawbridge and 
advanced bastion. In the Wars of the Roses a distinguished 
and valorous knight, who gloried in the cognomen of 
Dafydd-apJefan-ap-Einion, held the fortress on behalf of 
the Lancaster party. Edward IV. strove hard to wrest 
it from him, and finally succeeded on account of famine 
overtaking the besiegea. No less than six thousand men 
are stated to have been killed at the gatewav, and from 
this siege gave occasion to the well-known Welsh air, " The 
March of the Men of Harlech." Around Harlech many 
Druidical remains are to be found. Seated on the top of 
the Castle walls, which were of such thickness that a cart 
might easily pass along, it was strange to ponder over what 
had taken place around that remote spot, for as early 
as the third century a fortress stood here. Could we 
but transport ourselves just four hundred years back, we 
should find ourselves surrounded by the troops of Edward, 
with the valorous Dafydd with the long appendix and his 
gallant Welshmen by our sides on the ramparts. Over the 
way, by the Castle Hotel," stood our steel steeds ; what 
curiosity they would excite among the soldiery, vague and 
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wild guesses as to what they were would have been made — 
were they instruments of torture, macliines of war, agricul- 
tural instruments, or were they the belongings of some imp 
of darkness? doubtless the latter would be the general idea 
if we were seen to mount, and swiftly and noiselessly glide 
down the road towards Beddegelert. 

And there, as we looked seaward, a line of blue smoke 
was seen crawling along the coast, and presently a huge 
engine panted by, dragging in its train some fifty minend 
trucks. What a consternation they would have caused in 
the ranks of Alphabetical Dafydd. Huge mountains 
towered on each side, and Snowdon loomed in the distance. 

Very reluctantly we descended the tumble-down steps in 
one of the many towers, and, settling our reckonings at the 
hotel, continued our tour of exploration, and prepared our- 
selves for some grand scenery, for we were now close to the 
Festiniog Valley, and among the mountains. It was, leaving 
Harlech, a grand road, and through magnificent scenery, to 

MAEKTROa. 

We, however, should not have passed this village, but have 
crossed the Traeth Bach to Portmadoc and Tremadoc, and 
so saved several miles. 

Maentrog is most beautifully situated on the banks of 
the Dwyryd ; it is close to the vale of Festiniog, which 
village is but a mile or two off. 

The railway here is most wonderfully built, winding ujp 
the mountain side in an astonishing manner, and it is 
interesting to watch a train of upwards of a hundred slate 
trucks crawling up the fir-covered mountain side, twisting 
and turning &ho\xt like a huge snake, disappearing at times, 
and then coming into view again in a most unexpected 
place. We had a terrible climb up to 

TAK-Y-BWLCH 

(which signifies " Below the Pass A most magnificent 
view is here obtained, Maentrog, in picturesque beauty, 
lying below ; the steep road to Festiniog is seen ascending 
biehind it ; the surrounding scenery is romantic in the 
extreme. Mr. Wyndham (not Wyndham of the L.B.C.) 
writes : — " If a person could live upon landscape he coula 
scarcely desire a more eligible spot than this." We, desiring 
something more substantial to exist upon — ^for after feasting 
our eyes we still found an emptiness troubling us — pushed 
on towards Beddegelert for dinner. We first bad a terribly 
steep and rough road, unrideable for a great way, then a 
most tortuous descent, the road being stony and rough in 
the extreme, and we were only able to ride short stretches 
here and there. Nearing Beddegelert the tyres of both 
machines required attending to, the terribly bad roads 
having severely tried them, and the rubbers were loosened 
in several places. The scenery was now very beautiful, and 
as we crossed the bridge at Pont Aberglaslyn we both broke 
forth into exclamations of wonder as the lovely scenery 
opened before ; and it was a lovely ride, iJiough vile road 
through the Pass of Aberglaslyn to Beddegelert. The road 
pursues the winding of the stream, dark and craggy rocks 
overhanging it ; on the other side of the stream mountains 
rise abruptly from its banks to a height of seven or eight 
hundred feet, fir trees here and there growing on the pre- 
cipitous sides, which are rugged and grand indeed. It is a 
favourite place of the artist, and two ladies sitting on the 
wall abutting the road painting the bridge, did not detract 
from the picturesqueness of the scene. 

BEDDEQELERT 

(pronounced Bethgelert^ was reached about two o'clock. At 
tne ''Boyal Goat" we nad a capital lunch, and on settling 


were asked if we belonged to the club, and upon answering 
in the affirmative received a much-reduced bill. 7 he club 
meant the B.T.C. Several times throughout our tour 
were we asked the same question, and reaped undoubted 
benefits manv times, most notably here and at the 
" Queen's," Aberyswith. 

(To be continued.) 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Snt, — I think my apologies are due to the first half dozen 
competitors in the Bath Trial for the disapi>ointment they 
must have experienced in not finding any milk, etc., ready 
for them at the top of Marlborough Hill, as they had been 
led to expect, but 1 hope they will exonerate me after the 
following explanation. I went down to Marlborough ex- 
pressly for the purpose, and actually saw the man start 
from the hotel with the milk an hour before the time I 
expected the competitors, and I passed him on the way as 
I was riding to the hill. When I got to the top I was 
annoyed beyond measure not to see the man coming up. 
W. Silk, junr., who I was very glad to meet in Marlborough, 
kindly ran down the hill in search of the wanderer, but 
failed to find him. After the first few men had passed he 
appeared, and in answer to my inquiry said he " had taken 
it to the cricket field 1 " However, it was " better late 
than never," as I think only six went without — ^Yours 
truly, Alfred Herbebt. 

CLAY HILL, BUSHEY. 
To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — The modesty of our worthy West D.C. has caused 
him to omit a fact of some interest from his account of our run 
to Watford on the 20th ult., viz., that, after some prelimi- 
nary practice on the shinglv slopes of Oxhey Lane in the 
course of the outward ride, he rode the whole of Clay Hill 
on the return journey. I have seen this hill attempted 
several times, but never before with success. The lower 
half, or third, was, I think, in rather better order than 
usual, but the upper part was all loose sand and stones. 
D. T. N. had never happened to travel that road before ; 
probably next time he passes that wav he will be content 
with the recoUection of his feat. At all events, riding up a 
hill on which your wheel skids a foot or two at each stroke 
of the treadle is an amusement which, I should fancy, 
would soon lose the charm of novelty. — I am, sir, yours etc., 

J. W. L. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 
F. Elder's address is now 2, Poet's Corner, Westminster, 
S.W. 

E. Faxon's address is now 23, Prospect Place, Long 
Ditton. 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT," 
Alfred Henry.-— Next week. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribations must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E-C.,** and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 6.30 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darlinq & Son, at the Minenra Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— June 1, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 5.30 p.m. on TueedayB. 

NOTICE. 

The contract with the Advertisiog Agents will terminate 
on or about the 13th inst.^ and will not be renewed. We 
understand that the Committee will be glad to hear from 
members who know of Agents who would be willing to 
negotiate for the privilege of advertising on the cover. All 
communications on this subject should be addressed to the 
Hon. Sec. 

RACE MEETING. 

I hope members will do their best to sell tickets and 
procure entries for our Race Meeting on the 24th, par- 
ticulars of which appear below. We lost very heavily on 
it last year, and must expect to lose again unless each 
member will do his duty to the Club. There are many men 
who can and ought to do well in the Club Mile and Open 
Handicap, and I hope to see large entries from the Club. 

Racing to commence at 3 p.m. punctually. The events 
are: — 

I. Five Miles Amateur Scratch Race. Three prizes : Club 
medals in gold, silver, and bronze. 

II. Two Miles Scratch Race for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prizes (members only). 

III. Two Miles Amateur Handicap. Three prizes. 

IV. One Mile Handicap (members only). Three prizes. 

V. Ten Miles District Challenge Race (members only). 
The entrance fee for each of the first four events is 2s. 6d. 
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Members themselves will be admitted free to the ground 
on production of their Club badge; they are also each 
entitled to two ladies* tickets free. These have been sent 
round, together with six plain tickets and a B.U. entry 
form for Club Mile entry, or any other event members may 
care to enter for. The price of each ticket, if purchased 
before the day, has been reduced to Is. I shall be happy 
to supply any further number that may be required. They 
will also be on sale at the principal Bicycle Agents. 

T. E Sotutton, Captain. 

CAMBRIDGE MATCH. 

The Committee expect also to see as many members as 
possible down at Surbiton, on Thursday, the 22nd. There 
will be some very good racing, amply suflScient to repay the 
slight trouble of coming down to Surbiton. 

I shall be glad if any members wishing to ride will send 
me in their names as soon as possible. Will not some of 
our Bath flyers volunteer ? Surbiton is an easy track, and 
the fifteen miles require very little path training. 

T. R SoRUTTON, Captain. 

TREASURER'S NOTICE. 
Some members appear to have forgotten that there is 
five shillings payable to the Treasurer in addition to their 
subscriptions, but if they will just calculate the additional 
postage involved in two whips and two receipts which have 
to be deducted, owing to their inattention, from said five 
shillings, I fancy it will refresh their memories. 

R. B. HouQH, Treasurer. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
5th June, the following gentleman was elected a member 
of the Club :— 

NuM and AdditM. PiopoMr. Sceondcr. 

Gilbert Stapleton, 8, Queensgaie 
Temtce, S.W M. H. Jcphaon, C. B. Wheeler. 

Tlie following members were elected as delegates of the 
Club on the Bicycle Union : H. Q. A. Brown, Theo. Qodlee, 
N. B. Morris, S. P. Smith, and W. A. Smith. 

It was decided that the Treasurer should issue a rough 
balance sheet of the Club finances as soon after the 30th 
June as convenient. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
RiPOBT or ExxouTivi Msamra held at the OFncss, 
17, Ibohmovgeb Lane, Mat SOth, 1882. 

The following time standards were fixed for the Champion- 
ships for 1882 :— 



1 Mile 2 min. 51 sec. 

5 II 15 II 10 ti 

25 It 1 hr. 20 n — 

50 II 2 M 53 It — 



and silver medals will be given to all competitors completing 
the distances in above times or under. 

Engaged on arrangements for Council meeting. Accounts, 
revision of Local Centre Rules, etc. 

Wm. Pte-Ekglish, Reporting Hon. Sec. 



UNIVERSITY MEET AT ST. ALBANS. 
Under not very favourable conditions of weather Satur- 
day's meet secured a very good attendance, the largest both 
for our Club and as a grand total of any of the University 
meets hitherto. As a comparison may be interesting, we 
give the numbers in previous years : — 
London. Orand Total, 

1879...Welwyn 65 86 

ISSC.Hitchin 48 77 

1881... Dunstable ...65 100 Ozfotd for first tune came. 

1882.. .St. Albans ...76 116 

The threatening weather prevented our getting near our 
own record (118), and the fulfilment of its threats decidedly 
interfered with our triumphal entry into St. Albans, and 
with the photograph. However, things might have been 
worse. 

N.E. 

The N.E. District started some six or seven strong, but 
minus their D.C., who, being a little behind time, spurted 
direct to Tally-Ho ! where he w pleased to join the festive 
gathering of 

The N.E. afid N.W. 
who, nearly 30 strong, rode on to Barnet, where the Captain, 
Marchant, and Sharman were picked up. Thence on to 
St. Albans in very loose order, as every man, with per- 



mission from the Captain, adopted his own particular plan 
of getting wet, either by standing under a dripping hedge 
or riding on heroically, or — tell it not abroad — by absorbing 
moisture internally in some of the numerous houses of 
entertainment along the road. Ultimately the Captain, 
with a tail of eight or nine muddy individuals, rode in with 
as much dignity as was possible under the circumstances, — 
the N.E. Captain supplying a large amount of the article. 

W. 

At 3.30 there were orily two West men to be seen, 
and the total of seven made by three S.W., L. B. 
Reynolds and a visitor, rode up Hanger Hill and cautiously 
descended the very winding lanes on the other side. Near 
Twyford, Buckler was seen hovering in the air for a second 
or two (he took his time, the weather being warm), and 
then came a crash. A pedal nut had parted connection 
and caused him to take a nasty header. A wash and a 
bandage full of salt seemed to make him happy once more, 
and we resumed our way, but not for long. The visitor 
liaving a fight with a ''Multum" caused some delay, and 
Buckler kindly offered to stop behind with Gruggen while 
we rode on, as the hour was getting late. Reynolds cut 
out a very warm pace through Harrow Weald, and over all 
the hills to Aldeiiham. A mile or two before St. Stephens 
was reached, the two Sherriffa came up while we were 
sheltering from a pelting shower. They must have ridden 
another route, as they had not seen the other men. The 
shower over, we all rode in to St. Albans, soberly walking 
our machines up the High Street, but E. J. Sherriff felt 
constrained to ride up to the ** Peahen " through the sticky 
mud, and even into the yard, to "show there was no 
deception," I suppose ; and the rest of the acts of the S.W. 
men, are they not written in the Chronicles of Buckler? 

S.W. 

Nearly all the S.W. seem to have pursued different routes 
on our journey to meet the Universities on Saturday last. 
What may be termed the main body of the S.W. started from 
Eew ten minutes after the advertised time, and duly fell in 
with the W. at Ealing Common. After waiting a few minutes, 
Faxon and a friend came up, and our party was soon after 
further augmented by the arrival of L. B. Reynolds, who 
reported his brother and another member to be somewhere 
in the vicinity. Piloted by the W. Captain, we proceeded 
by Hanger Hill towards Sudbury, but had not got very far 
before the S.W. official delayed the already late party by 
indulging in a fancy dismount vid the front side of his 
handle-bar ; cause — a loosened treadle-nut ; effect — barked 
knuckles and sprained wrist. The visitor's luggage soon 
after becoming refractory caused another delay, and it was 
only after waiting some time that we decided to leave 
Paxon and his friend to follow on. Many thanks are due 
to Gruggen for his kindness in escorting the wounded, 
whose arm was by this time about hors de cotnbat, rendering 
hill work rather laborious. Near Stanmore we got into 
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some lovely lanes, and admired them so muck that we 
could not make up our minds to leave them ; consequently 
we found ourselves at Edgware, some miles out of our 
way. However, our divergence just landed us in reach of 
shelter as a big swamp commenced, so we did not lose 
much. A finer interval succeeding, we rode by ELstree and 
Radlett through very pretty but hilly country. Another 
downpour two miles from the Abbey town prevented us 
reaching our destination in too sultry a condition. 

S.E. 

TheD.C. rode to Blackheath, where he found Stephen 
Smith, G. F. Sclimettiu, and A. Day, and at eleven o'clock 
they all proceeded to Woolwich, crossed the river, and rode 
to St. Albans via Walthamstow, Tottenham, and East 
Barnet. The O'Reilly and L. B. Reynolds were in attend- 
ance from Brighton ; Barker and H. R. Reynolds rode from 
Croydon, Wigan from Wimbledon, and Parker from London. 

With some little difficulty everyone was settled down to 
tea. A great effort was made to take a photograph before 
tea, but just as the group was nicely arranged,— men sitting 
on mats in the front row, the officers in state on chairs, and 
the r&st mixed up behind, — the rain descended and the 
floods came, and all that was left of the group was the 
chairs in a row and the landlady bewailing her new mats 
out in the rain. However, after tea another attempt was 
made, and though certain individuals who shall be name- 
less, but who are cursed with a fatal tendency to try to be 
funny at wrong times and seasons, did their best to spoil 
the group, it is hoped that the result is fairly successful. 

How men got home is not known to the writer ; about a 
dozen stayed at St. Albans and talked a great deal of club 
scandal. Some went to Luton, some to Hatfield, and some 
to Watford. The next day one party rode round by Hert- 
ford and Epping, and it is hoped that everyone got home 
in safety somehow. 

The " Peahen " provided very fairly for the Club, 
although the fact that it was market day, and that the 
house was nearly full of relatives of the candidates fur 
ordination next day, did not make providing very easy. 
The landlord and landlady hope next year to be equal to 
all emergencies. 
The returns were : — 

London 75 ; of whom 12 were Univenity members. 

Cambridge... 27; ii 6 n members of the L.B.C. 

Oxford 18 ; m 6 n members of the L.B.C. 

ViBitora 7. 

Total number present, 115. 

The following is believed to be a full return of men 
present ; but as it was taken under considerable difficulties, 
the Editor will be grateful for coiTections. The thanks of 
the Clubs are due to H. 6. A. Brown, R. B. Hough, and 
D. T. Nops, for undertaking the laborious duty of collecting 
the money and names. 



Univbesities. 

(Those marked with an asterisk are members of the L.B.C.) 
Oxford (18 men) : *Jephson (Captain), Crofton, *Christie, 
*D. R. Smith, *Buckley, Gladstone, J. R Walter, W. 
Walter, Bienneman, *Wigan, *H. R. Reynolds, Prazer- 
Luckin, Charsley, 0. Wynne, Brooke, Merry, Stapleton, 
Wilkins. 

Cambridge (27 men): Day (Captain), *Pollock (Secretary), 
♦Crichton, ♦J. S. Whatton, ♦A. B. W. Whatton, Bradford, 
Lucas, Latham, Comb, Carr, *Darrell, Whippell, E. H. 
Brown, Collins, Calthrop, Westcott, Renouf, Finder, Morgan, 
Goodman, Harmer, Bajton, Rawlins, Cole, Scott, Schwind, 
*T. E. Scrutton. 

London Bicycle Club. 

(Those marked with an asterisk are UniTersity members.) 

N.E. District (16 men) : *8crutton (Captain), T. Godlee 
(District Captain), Hough (Treasurer), Weeks, A. Smith, 
Long, Arnott, Lloyd, *Darrell, Ashley Barrett, *Christie, 
E. D. Sewell, Sharman, Lyne, Gibbs, Nevill. 

N.W, District (23 men) : W. J. Williams (D.C.), Price 
(Secretary), Dalton, Marchant, Wilkins, Aiken, McBean, 
Clements, W. T. Hill, C. L. Hill, Boyer, Paxon, Lown, 
Barnett, Howard, C. Newman, Hindley, Hawley, Du Maurier, 
W. Whiteside, G. Whiteside, Alison, *C. A. E. Pollock. 

W, District (12 men): Nops (D.C.), B. Naylor, *J. S. 
Whatton, *A. B. W. Whatton, *Buckley, *Jephson, F. L. 
Adam, Braby, F. W. Morris, A. H. Koch, Buckmaster, 
Hewitt. 

8. W, District (6 men) : Buckler (D.C.), R. M. Gruggen, 
E. J. SherrifiF, H. H. Sherriff, Taylor, H. L. Ryan. 

S,E. District (18 men) : H. G. A. Brown (D.C.), C. A. 
Brown, Sharp, S. P. Smith, *H. R. Reynolds, L. B. Reynolds, 
* Wigan, *Crichton, R. G. Francis, Alf. Herbert, S. Herbert, 
Day, C. F. Schmettau, The 0*Reilly, Rucker, Barker, Parker. 
*D. R. Smith. 

Seven Visitors. 



ST. ALBANS PHOTOGRAPH. 
Copies of the group of the three Clubs taken at St. Albans 
will be ready next week. I will arrange that proofs shall 
be on view at 35, East cheap. The photographer s address is, 

BENJAMIN HORN, 

Shafiksbuby Road, 

Richmond, Subset, 

and the price, mounted, will probably be 4s. 6d., the plate 
being 8 inches by 10. I will give further information next 
week. T. E. Scrutton, Captain. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
55-inch D.H.F. " Premier," in perfect condition, cranks, 
head, and spring plated ; parallel bearings to front wheel. 
First-rate touring machine. Price £14. F. L. Adam, 
3, Queensborough Terrace, Hyde Park, W. 

Digitized by VrrOO'V LC 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E, 

Croydon Division. 


S.£. 

Blackheath Diviuon. 


Jane 10. 


Lea Bridge Rd. 3.80, 
' Syboni*s Corner 
, 3.45, for Onoab. 
' ("King's Head.") 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 4.0, Hen- 
don Station 4.25, 

for BlCKMANS- 

WOBTH. (" The 
Swan.") 


8.80 Hammersmith 
Bridge for WiBLET 
Hut. Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.16, for WiSLiT 
Hut. Meet W. 


4.15, Central Croy- 
don Station, for 
Chelsfixld (Five 
Bells). Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Chnroh 
4.15, for Chels- 
fixld. (" Five 
Bella.") Meet 
Croydon Div. 


Jane 17. 


[ Lea Bridge Rd. 3.30, 
Syborn*B Comer 
' 8.45, for Upmin- 
1 8TEB. ("Bell.'') 
' Meet S.E., Buck- 
ie heath Div. 


"Jack Straw's 
Castle" 4.0, Tally 
Ho ! 4.25, for 
EssENDON ("Salis- 
bury Crest"). 


Hammersmith 
Bridge for Thames 
DiTTON. Meet 
S.W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Thames 
DiTTON. Meet 
W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Thames Ditton. 
MeetW. andS.W. 


"Hare and BiUet*' 
8.30, for Upmih- 
8TBB. Meet N.E. 



June 24. -ANNUAL RACES. 



Unless otherwise stated, the W. meet at the District SUble, Savemake Cottage, Mill Hill Road, Acton, at 8.45. 



N.E. DiSTBICT NOTICB. 

Next week's run is to Ongar, and Christie has very kindly 
offered to entertain us at his house. I hope the district 
will show their appreciation of his kindness by turning up 
in even better numbers than the very creditable muster 
they displayed at St. Albans. 

Theo. Oodlee, District Captain. 

S.W. DiSTBIOT. 

Picnic with the W. District at Wislby Hut. 

We leave Eiugston next Saturday at our usual time, 
arriving at Wisley about 5.30. There is every probability 
of a pleasant afternoon ; several members from other dis- 
tricts are coming, and we are also promised the company of 
several driving parties, comprising sisters of members and 
other near relations. 

It will be well to mention, for the information of visitors, 
that our destination is adjoining the main Ripley road, and 
is not anywhere near Wisley village. 

Should the weather be unfavourable for alfresco feeding 
we shall run on to Ripley. 

Abthub E. Buckleb, District Captain. 



THE WEST KENT RACE MEETING. 
Akothbb Rboobd 1 
(From our own Correspondent), 
This club is to be congratulated on a most successful 
Race Meeting held in the charming grounds of the Crystal 
Palace on Saturday last. The attendance was both large 
and enthusiastic. The weather during the early part of the 
afternoon was dull, and not a breath of air was stirring, so 
that everything was in favour of fast times. Cortis made 
grand use of the opportunity, and won his heat from scratch 
in the unprecedent^ time of 2 min. 43^ sec. The previous 
jM)rd was F. Cooper's, 2 min. 46f sec., ridden at Cambridge 
match with the Hon. Ion Eeith-Falconer on May 26th, 



1880. Notwithstanding this fine performance, Cortis could 
not get into the final, as he retired in the last lap of the 
second round, finding it impossible to catch the long-start 
men. Vesey eventually won the handicap very easily, his 
start of 110 yards having been rather too liberal The 
Three Miles Scratch Race brought Cortis, Crute, Milner, 
and 0. Thorn to the post, and was won by Cortis after an 
exciting finish with Crute ; time 9 min. 9? sec. A heavy 
shower then came down, and when it was over Griffith and 
Palmer appeared, to run off their Ten Miles Dead Heat. 
Meanwhile a stiffish wind had sprung up. As soon as the 
pistol fired, Griffith took the lead with Palmer at his back 
wheel, and this order- was maintained till the bell rang, 
though Griffith rode his hardest all the way. At the com- 
mencement of the last lap Griffith spurted and got a few 
yards in front, which he held for nearly three parts round, 
but Palmer, putting on a " mighty rush," caught him fifty 
yards from the tape, and won by about four yards. Time, 
31 min. 17f sec. 

Particulars of the One Mile Handicap. 

Heat 1 : J. B. Campling, Canonbury B.C., 110 yards 
start, 1 ; T. H. Hewett, Surbiton B.C., 120, 2. Two 
others ran. Time, 2 min. 45$ sec. 

Heat 2 : F. G. Medcalf, St. James's B.C., 100 yards 
start, 1 ; C, Crute, Sutton B.C., 30, 2. Time, 2 min. 
46f sec. 

Heat 3 : G. J. Hunter, Sutton B.C., 140 yards start, 1 ; 
A. Thompson, Granville B.C., 100, 2 ; J. A. TumbuU, 
Criterion B.C., 150, 0. Time, 2 min. 47f sec. 

Heat 4 : J. C. P. Tacagni, Canonbury B.C., 90 yards 
start, 1 ; F. Skipper, Lewisham B.C., 145, 2. Time, 2 min. 
54| sec. 

Heat 5 : 0. Thorn, London B.C., 95 yards start, 1 ; 
J. A. Hughes. Comet B.C., 100, 2. Three others ran. 
Time, 2 min. 44| sec. 

Heat 6 : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers' B.C., scratch, 1 ; W. 
Brown, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 100, 2. Three others ran. 
Time, 2 min. 43^ sec. 

DiyiliLuJL. ^Of^Ig 



LONDON BICYCLE 



Heat 7 : C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C.. 110 yards start, 1 ; 
P. Allport, Sutton B.C., 90, 2. Three others ran. Time, 
2 niin. 41 1 sec. 

Heat 8 : P. J. McKinlay, Beckenham B.C., 100 yards 
start, 1 ; T. Rutson, Tredegar B.C., 130, 2. Two others 
ran. Time, 2 min. 49^ sec. 

Heat 9 : W. B. Pisher, Kent B.C., 110 yards start, 1 ; 
W. E. Milner, Belsize B.C., 25, 2. Pour others ran. Time, 
2 min. 47^ sec. 

Heat 10 : A. Hood, L.A,C., 95 yards start, 1 ; A. H. 
Chapman, Lewisham B.C., 180, 2. Two others ran. Time* 
2 min. 49| sec. 

BECOm ROUND. 

Heat 1 ; Tacagni, 1 ; Hunter, 2 ; Medcalf, 3 ; Campling, 
; 0. Thorn, 0. Time, 2 min. 43f sec. 

Heat 2 : Vesey, 1 ; McKinlay, 2 ; Cortis. ; Hood, ; 
Pisher, 0. Time, 2 min. 41 sec. 

Pinal : Vesey, 110 yards start, 1 ; Tacagni, 90, 2 ; 
McKinlay, 100, 8 ; Hunter, 140, 0. Time, 2 min. 
43| sec. 



LEITH HILL. 

The recent trip of the West " Bus " reminds me of one 
taken some little time since by four of our members, viz., 
A. E. Buckler, R. M. Gruggen, E. H. Hindley, and self. 
We set off from Weston Green, then known as the Postal 
District of the Colony, in search of a rideable route that 
we spotted on the Ordnance Map. Ockham via Cobham 
through the lanes was soon reached, stopping to pay a visit 
at the " Hautboy." After again consulting the Ordnance, 
we reluctantly left the fumes of dinner behind us and con- 
tinued on our way through East Horsley. Leaving the 
Guildford road on the right and the Leatherhead on the 
left, we made direct tracks for Gomshall, but the road 
speedily narrowed into a cart track, and eventually into a 
forest glade ; this proved to us that there is no rideable 
road over this ridge between Newland's Corner and 
Leatherhead. However, as the scenery was magnificent, 
we dismounted and pushed our machines. After a steep 
ascent, through a gate, we commenced the descent, which 
was rather too rapid to be pleasant ; wheeling our machines 
perambulator fashion seemed to astonish and amuse 
the natives. At the ''Black Horse"- at Gomshall we 
made a desperate assault upon the cold beef, not 
without pining after the goodly cheer we had left behind 
at Ockham. The ascent of the hill now commenced 
in good earnest, under the railway arch to Abinger Ham- 
ner. Here turn oS to the right, over a rustic bridge — 
followed by a good stiff climb to Abinger Hatch. Here 
we missed Gruggen, and waited some time. As he came 
not, we surmised he had gone on by another route. 
Turning to the right at the top of this hill (which is 
half way to the Tower) you pass through a gate and follow 
the road, takmg care at a junction of three roads to keep 
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to the left-hand one until you come to another gate, then 
look round to the left and you will see the Tower on a 
mound about 200 yards above. This is as far as can be 
ridden. In the farm on the left (Cockshott Farm) will be 
found stabling for the steed, ginger-beer and biscuits for the 
man. The rest of the journey must be accomplished on 
foot. Climbing up the steep side of the mound, we were 
startled by the tinkling of a bell, and to our surprise saw 
our friend Gruggen laughing from the top of the Tower, he 
having come by the more direct road through Wotton, 
perfectly unrideable for a bicycle, while the road we took, 
although about a mile longer, was ridden by all. The view 
from the top of the Tower well repaid us our exertions to 
get there. Thirteen counties can be seen on a clear day, as 
well as the Isle of Wight, Shauklinbery ring, Windsor 
Castle, Epsom Grand Stand, Reigate, Houses of Parlia- 
ment, Crystal Palace, and many other places too numerous 
to mention. Before leaving the tower we inscribed our 
names in the visitors' book, and then commenced the 
descent through Coldharbour to Dorking. Eiders should 
beware of this road, as the descents and ascents are very 
steep. Gruggen and Buckler here got ahead, and we did 
not come up with them until near home. Nothing of any 
moment occurred on the return journey, except some story 
of Gruggen's machine running backwards with the rider. 

Alfred Henbt. 



MILESTONES. 

The following appeared in the Times of the 2nd inst.: — 
" A curious question has been raised by Mr. Chamberlain, 
the Local Government Board auditor for Leicestershire, 
as to whether district highway boards are empowered to 
maintain milestones on distumpiked roads. The auditor 
disallowed certain sums for the painting and lettering of 
milestones, and an appeal was made to the Local Govern- 
ment Board. The reason assigned for the disallowance was 
' because there was no statutory authority enabling high- 
way boards to set up and maintain in proper repair mile- 
stones left by tumkpike trustees upon the sides of dis- 
tumpiked roads, and, further, because it is no part of the 
duties of the surveyor of Highway Boards to make such 
payments, and there is no authority to charge the fund in 
his keeping with such expenditure.' To this the Local 
Government Board, in a letter conveying their decision 
upon the point, add : ' Although under the Turnkpike Acts 
it is the duty of the turnpike trustees to set up milestones 
and maintain them in proper repair, there does not appear 
to be any statutory provision with respect to the con- 
tinuance of the obligation as regards the highway authority 
when turnpike roads become distumpiked. The Board are 
consequently of opinion that tlie auditor arrived at a lawful 
decision. The Board, however, are prepared to remit the 
disallowance in the exercise of the equitable jurisdiction 
conferred upon them.' " 

BiBiliLud Lj COOgk 
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A TOUR THROUGH THE MIDLANDS AND WALES. 
{Contintied from page 54.) 

Being under engagement in September last to meet the 
N.W. District Captain in Derbyshire for a Welsh circuit, 
I started on the afternoon of the 8th of that month, alone, 
and in heavy marching order, from Louth, near the N.E. 
Lincolnshire coast. Passing Market Rasen, reached Gains- 
borough (35 miles) shortly after dusk. Tliis road was 
described in a recent number. Stayed at " White 
Hart," reputed best in the town, but scarcely worth a 
recommendation. 

Friday, September 9. Under way soon after seven. 
Walked bad paving through narrow winding street about 
five furlongs, and crossed bridge over Trent into Notts. 
At about two miles took road to left for East Retford — 
mostly flat. Breakfast there (10|) at good hotel at comer 
of market-place. Fair road to Worksop (paved, 19). 
After this, road rough about Whitwell, (22^), narrow and 
winding, with short jerky patches. Afterwards, and before 
reaching Barlboro' (26), it becomes hard but rough, fair 
going generally, but with a North-country flavour. Nearing 
Staveley (29j) the hills get severe. Collieries thick all 
round. Gradients heavy to Chesterfield (34j), a straggling 
manufacturing town, very uninviting as entered from the 
eastward. Dined at ordinary at the " Angel " (B.T.C.), a 
commercial house in the chief street. (Mem. : Try Bakewell 
pudding, a local speciality.) Here I was recommended not 
to take the route for Buxton given in the Bicycling Annual, 
1880, p. 91., via Stoney Middleton and Tideswell, which 
seems to have been concocted from a map without regard to 
levels. The road I took was hilly enough for anyone. At 
36^ miles the ascent of Watch Hill commences, and lasts 
two and a half miles, just rideable or not, according to taste. 
The run down is through a wild bare hollow, which might 
be in Donegal. I had the luck before this to lose my 
county map^ and was much in the dark afterwards. At 
Baslow (42i) crossed the river Derwent in a picturesque 
spot, and turned to left for Ashford. Near here passed 
several of the gates of Chatsworth Park, and two or three 
snug-looking hotels. At between forty-nine and fifty miles 
another ascent began, which at first appeared harmless. I 
rode on for what seemed to be two miles, but the rate was 
slow, as the ground hereabouts was wet. Presently I over- 
took a string of vehicles plodding up at foot pace. The 
drivers reported two miles more to the top, which news 
produced a dismount. Passing through a village (Tad- 
dington) the summit is reached (52f). The descent very 
steep, requiring careful riding, and only too soon I was 
down to the level of another valley. Road full of soft 
stone mud, ruts, and water. With patience this sort of 
thing had an end at Buxton, where, after persistent 
inquiries, I found W., with another member, E. H. H., 
located at the " Lee Wood Hotel " (59). 

Saturday, September JO. H. going homewards, W. and 



I started at about 9.30. Roads still wet and soft. Ascent 
began immediately, and after a mile out of the town became 
unrideable. Stiflf pushing up a wild gorge to three miles, 
where a plateau is reached, a part of the ridge known as 
Axe Edge ; then undulating and creeping up the ridge to 
a solitary building called the " Cat and Fiddle." From 
thence continued descent — in places very steep— to Maccles- 
field (12^). A side street there, by which we reached the 
Chester Road, shoots up an angle of 45** ! Both of us were 
obliged to look for a smith to get our cranks tightened. 
That being accomplished, we went through a fairly level 
country to Knutsford (23 J). Lunch at the "Angel," a 
good old commercial hotel, avoiding (by an apparently good 
chance) a house of higher pretensions and chilling aspect. 
A short stage took us through Northwich (30^, dingy and 
unattractive), then by a roughish road with short but 
troublesome hills through Crab Tree Green (35^), paasing a 
'cycling club from Northwich, Kelsall (40), Tarvin (42), 
thence level but very bumpy to Chester (48). We stayed 
at "Blossom's Hotel," the T.C. house, conveniently situated, 
and accommodation unexceptionable. The evening sufficed 
to examine the very curious house fironts and the fine 
arcades under the houses which rather reminded us of those 
in the old port of Genoa. 

Sunday, September 11. Passed quietly at Chester. 
Cathedral in morning — ^the usual artistic musical service ; 
in the evening a monster congregation in the nave. During 
the day we went round and about the city, including the 
circuit of the ancient walls, which are maintained in good 
order and afford good points of view, and a continuous and 
pleasant promenade for some two miles. 

Monday, September 12. Started after nine. A good 
way to walk over paving. Crossing the Dee by a handsome 
bridge and passing close above the famous Roodee, we took 
a level road, rough at first but improving after five or six 
miles. Soon after overtook a party of members of a locid 
B.C. going to a race meeting, and rode with them several 
miles, but as they were prudently going easy, we dropped 
them at a hill. Through Wrexham (11^) and Ruabon (16^)- 
From the latter place it became very hilly. A severe 
descent through a colliery village down to the Llangollen 
valley, then a sharp pull up the other side, with a run down 
to Llangollen (22j). Stayed for lunch at the "Royal 
Hotel " (T.C. — good), close to the Dee, with pretty but 
contracted view. Our afternoon route led up the Dee 
valley on the right bank to Corwen (33), all rising ground. 
About here we crossed the river, and left the valley of the 
Dee for that of a tributary stream. . A long pull up, but all 
rideable, took us through Cerig-y-Druidon (42|), a scattered 
hamlet in a bleak and bare position. Still rising, we reached 
the top of the pass at Pentre Voelas (45). To this point it 
had been almost a continual ascent, more or less gradual, 
for above twenty miles. From here we ran down into and 
through a wooded valley, the descent continuing to 
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Bettws-y-Coed (54j). Stayed here at " Waterloo Hotel " 
— ^good but rather dear. 

Tuesday, September 13. Out before breakfast to look 
for the " Fairy Glen," a show spot, about a mile above the 
hotel in a narrow wooded gorge, upon the stream which 
waters this valley. Moderately pretty. Afterwards we 
started up the side valley of the Lledr river, by a road rising 
decidedly but gradually, through Pont-y-Pant, past Benar 
View Hotel" and Dolwyddellen (pronounced Dolthellen), 
5| miles. From here we met with a heavy gradient, and 
had to push up nearly the whole way to the top of the pass 
(above nine miles). We found the descent still steeper — in 
places all but a precipice. The south side of the mountain 
is worked all over for slates, and the debris overflows and, 
indeed, forms the roadway. Riding was out of the question, 
in fact, it was quite hard enough to get the 'cycles down 
steadily. At the foot of the steep descent, but still at a 
considerable elevation, is the village of Blaeuau Festiniog, 
from whence a narrow-gauge or " toy " railway runs to ship 
the slates at Port Madoc. We had lunch or dinner at a 
well-appointed modern hotel belonging to the North- 
western Railway. On inquiring about trains on the toy 
railway, it appeared that we must wait an hour ; but at 
length we got all stowed in the miniature waggons, which 
would only just admit our 'cycles, and in due time we were 
running easily down a circuitous decline, hung as it were 
on ledges among wooded cliffs overlooking the valley and 
following the seaward course of the river. The speed was 
moderate, though fast enough for the nature and position 
of the lines, and it was perhaps an hour before we reached 
the sea level and ran along a sort of mole skirting a bay, at 
the end of which, a little town, with a wharf, at which a 
few coasting vessels were loading, proved to be Port Madoc. 
This novel journey accomplished, we had to retrace our 
way, not to the level of Festiniog, but up the valley near 
the course of the river. We found the road very rough all 
the way, thickly studded with half-buried stones, and with 
steep undulations. It took us past and below a station on 
the toy railway at Tan-y-Bwlch (hotel very comfortable in 
appearance), then crossed the valley and river to Maentwrog 
(pronounced Main-tew-ro), where we stopped for the night 
at the " Grapes Hotel " (T.C.), very quiet and fairly com- 
fortable. Distance from Port Madoc seven miles, making 
our total for the day only eighteen. This was the leafiest " 
of our riding days. Lieut. 
(To be continued,) 



ECHOES. 

I am told that the variety of caps in the St. Albans 

photo will be a study. 

• ••••• 

Could not each District tell off a " 'bus" to carry water- 
proofs for the men on wet Saturdays ? 

• «>«•« 

R. G. Francis rode up the St. Albans HilL 



The genial landlady of the " Peahen " says that next 
year she will lay in a large stock of pies, as she finds our 
men have special appetite for anything in the shape of a 
pie. 

• ••••• 

The " funny men " of the Club were for once objection- 
able in the Club photo last Saturday. We understand the 
Captain intends to have them taken by themselves next 
time. 

««•••• 

There was even less order than usual in the Club ranks 
between Ridge Hill and St. Albans ; it was a Bath Trial in 
miniature. 

*«•••• 

Price's performance in riding up Bamet Hill, with one 
hand in a sling, at the head of the column on Saturday 
was a very creditable one indeed, both to bis pluck and 
capacity. 

• • « • • ♦ 

It was a sight to be seen and not lightly forgotten when 

the 112 men assembled at St. Albans were on the eve of 

being photographed, and the cap just coming off when 

"the first drops of a thunder-shower" just scattered them 

like a bull in a china shop. 

«••••• 

Another sight for a rear man was the sudden flight of 

about forty men under a hedge on the way out just because 

it began to rain. It was at the foot of Ridge Hill, and 

some people say the fugitives wanted a little rest for the 

struggle up. 

• ♦ « « ♦ • 

The S.E. D.C., Parker, Sharp, and C. A. Brown, rode 
back to London vid Elstree and Edgware, over some of the 

vilest macadam that is to be found anywhere. 

• ••««• 

It was a very happy thought which occurred to Buckler 
and Nops, to give a picnic next Saturday on the margin 
of the Hut Pond. They have chosen a lovely spot, and 

are introducing the right elements to command success. 

• • • • • • 

I am authorised to contradict the report that W. E. 
Naylor will carry the kettle on his " double tri." His duty 
is to carry the plates and knives — nothing so ii^fra dig as 
a kettle. 

««•««< 

This week's " Punch " has a capital drawing of a 
"Diplotribicyclical Quartet;" just what we may expect 

to see on the Ripley road next Saturday. 

• ••••• 

I hope members will keep clear Thursday 22nd for the 
Cambridge match at Surbiton. Day, the Cambridge Cap- 
tain, will make his first appearance on a London track, and 
our aspiring riders will do well to watch his style. 

A good account of the 1882 and previous Bath Trials 

appeared in the Field of the 3rd inst. 

*•••«• 

Alfred Barker is on his way to Scotland by road. 
«««««« 

The prospects of the S.E. winning the District Race are 
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not very brilliant. Wadham Wyndham has met with an 
accident which will probably prevent him racing for some 
time. Diving into shallow water in the Thames on Whit- 
Monday, he struck his knee against the bottom, and 
inflicted a somewhat serious wound on that tender part. 
Members will, I am sure, join with me in wishing him a 
speedy recovery. Rahbleb. 

RACING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enacts that no member represent the Glnb at any race meeting 
without permisBion from the Captain. The following list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

June 10. — ^Temnle B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
10. — Soutbport Athletic Sports. 
10. — Stanley B.C. Races at Alexandra Palace. 
17. — Widnes Athletic Sports. 
17. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting. 
17.— Sutton B.C. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — Kindly allow me to correct two errors in the 
Gazette of this week. W. E. Adam broke his handle-bar 
twenty-two miles only from the start, viz., just out of 
Devizes ; thus his performance was even more meritorious 
than appears from the Gazette, as he rode seventy-two 
miles either without his right handle-bar or with only a 
wooden substitute. Again, you say, " the winner s machine 
was of no known species, having been extensively repaired 
with parts of different makers." In justice to Messrs. 
Hillman and Co., allow me to state that the machine was 
pure " D.H.F.," never having had anything done to it by 
any other maker. As, however, it was made in 1879, it 
had been brought up to date by such improvements (not 
repairs) as long handle-bar, ball treadles, hollow back fork, 
hollow rim, etc. — Yours truly, 

Hy. Rbvell Reynolds, Junk. 

20, Derby Terrace, Croydon, June 3, 1882. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sir, — I should much like to know the reasons which 
induce the Committee — or the Sub-Committee appointed 
by them — to issue such a large amount of free tickets for 
the annual and other races of our Club ; and in challenging 
them to place their reasons on record in the pages of our 
Gazette, 1 trust they will believe that I am only actuated 
by good wishes for the welfare of the Club, and with a 
strong desire to see the balance on the right side this year. 
Why members should be admitted free to our races is what 
I cannot understand, and it is evidently a question on 
which the Racing Sub-Committee does not altogether 
know its own mind, for it makes members pay to see some 
races and admits them free to others ; vide page 106, 
Yol. iv. : " O.U.Bi.C. u L.B.C. The production of the 



Club badge will not admit members to these races ; ** and 
page 129, same vol : Annual Race Meeting. Members 
themselves will be admitted free," etc. I feel sure, if all 
tickets purchased before the day were issued at one sLilling 
each and no free tickets issued at aU, we should see as 
many people congregated round the course and a far 
more satisfactoiy balance sheet ; for no one who cares 
to see the races and takes any interest in the Club 
will grudge the shilling in gratification of bis or 
her wish. The present system falls very hard on the 
willing members of the Club. These men take their 
four or five friends and pay for them, regardless of the 
generosity of the Sub-Committee ; but those niembers who 
do not tsJce the wonderful amount of interest in the Club 
that some do naturally use the fr^e pass issued to them- 
selves, and don't pay for it. I do think that those who 
come to our races and enjoy the splendid sport usually 
witnessed, should be obliged to contribute their shilling 
in exchange, and should not get an afternoon's amuse- 
ment at the expense of others. — Yours, etc., 

Cassiopell 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — I think it would be a decided sin of omission were 
our Whitsun Trial allowed to pass away without an acknow- 
ledgment, however slight, of our Captain's work in connec- 
tion with it. In common with all the competitors, as I 
have good reason to believe, I have been greatly impressed 
by the thoroughly systematic way in which all its details 
have been carried through. There was not one hitch any- 
where, and never before has such an exhaustive account of 
the Trial been published in the Gazette. That this accu- 
racy is due to the efforts of one man is, I feel sure, beyond 
dispute, and it deserves the thanks of all our members 
equally with those of An Old Medallist. 

Change op Address. — W. J. Muller's address is now 
" Long Cottage, Mickleham, Surrey.". 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 
Epsom. — ^We cannot believe that any member of the 
L.B.C. could be guilty of the conduct you mention. To 
rush through Epsom, or any other town, at seventeen miles 
an hour on a Sunday evening, without ringing bell or 
sounding whistle, and to frighten ladies going to church, is 
so utterly inconsistent with the ususd behaviour of a 
London man, that we feel certain that the individual you 
saw, dressed in a uniform remarkably like ours, was in no 
way connected with our Club. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contributions mnst be addressed to The Editor, L.B.C. Gftzette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.30 p.m. 



Printed for the Proprietors by Dabliko k Son, at the Minerva Ste»in 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— June 8, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Oazette*' 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

I hope members will do their best to sell tickets and 
procure entries for our Race Meeting on the 24th, par- 
ticulars of which appear below. We lost very heavily on 
it last year, and must expect to lose again unless each 
member will do his duty to the Club. There are many men 
who can and ought to do well in the Club Mile and Open 
Handicap, and I hope to see large entries from the Club. 

Racing to commence at 3 p.m. punctually. The events 
are: — 

I. Five Miles Amateur Scratch Race. Three prizes : Club 
medals in gold, silver, and bronze. 

II. Ttoo Miles Scratch Race for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prizes (members only). 

III. Two Miles Amateur Handicap. Three prizes. 

IV. One Mile Handicap (members only). Three prizes. 

V. Ten Miles District Challenge Race (members only). 
The entrance fee for each of the first four events is 2s. 6d. 
Members themselves will be admitted free to the ground 

on production of their Club badge ; they are also each 
entitled to two ladies' tickets free. These have been sent 
round, together with six plain tickets and a B.U. entry 
form for Club Mile entry, or any other event members may 
care to enter for. The price of each ticket, if purchased 



before the day, has been reduced to Is. I shall be happy 
to supply any further number that may be required. They 
will also be on sale at the principal Bicycle Agents. 

T. E. SoRTTETON, Captain. 



CAMBRIDGE MATCH. 

The Committee expect also to see as many members as 
possible down at Surbiton, on Thursday, the 22nd. There 
will be some very good racing, amply sufficient to repay the 
slight trouble of coming down to Surbiton. 

I shall be glad if any members wishing to ride will send 
me in their names as soon as possible. Will not some of 
our Bath flyers volunteer? Surbiton is an easy track, and 
the fifteen miles require very little path training. 

Racing to commence at six p.m. 

Trains leave Waterloo for Surbiton at 6.7, 6.26, 6.50, 
and 6.16 p.m. Trains leave Surbiton for Waterloo at 
8.40, 9.3, and 9.20 p.m., etc. 

Admission one shilling. 

T. E. ScRUTTON, Captain. 



GENERAL MEET AT EWELL. 
It has been decided to hold a General Meet at Ewell on 
the 1st proximo, to which the especial attention of members 
is directed. 

The arrangements will be as usual, that is to say : — 
The N.E. leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 sharp, ride to 
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"Jack Straw's" where they join the N.W., who meet at 
4.0 ; the two Districts ride together to Kew where they 
join the W., who meet at the " Coach and Horses" at 5.0, 
and the three Districts ride together to Kingston where 
they join the S.W., who meet at Kingston Station at 5.30, 
and all four Districts ride together to Ewell. 

S.E. Blackheath Division leave Lewisham Church at 3.30, 
and ride to Central Croydon Station, where the Croydon 
Division meet at 4.30, and the combined Districts ride 
together to Ewell. 

Arrangements will be made for tea at the " Glyn Arms," 
as usual. 

No District is expected to give any other more than 
ten minutes' grace. 
There will be a full moon, which should help us home. 

Thb District Captains. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
RiFOBT or ▲ Mssnira or thi Exscuthtb hild at the Omcis, 
17, Ibokmokosr Lavx, Junb 6th, 1882. 

Engaged on arrangements for Championships. 
Several questions of Amateurism were brought up for 
decision. 

A Local Centre for Devon and Cornwall was ratified and 
confirmed. 

Arrangements were made for Council Meeting. 

Wm. Pte-Enqlish, Kep. Hon. Sec. 

Council MsBTiNa. 

The usual quarterly council meeting, which was of special 
^oportance as being the one at which the officers for the 
eniuNll^^WMNPd-riecled, was held at the Manchester Hotel, 
Aldersgate Street, on Thursday last. More than seventy 
delegates were present. 

Mr. T. E. Scrutton, of the London and Cambridge Uni- 
versity Bicycle Clubs, was elected chairman. The report of 
the Executive was adopted unanimously, after an amend- 
ment by Mr. A. J. Wilson to refer the part relating to the 
Executive's determination to hold a tricycle championship 
on the road back for further consideration, had been rejected. 
The report further announced the adhesion of more than 
twenty clubs since the last council meeting ; the appoint- 
ment of Messrs. H. M. Oliver and Walter Piatt as official 
handicappers for the Midlands and the North respectively; 
the presentation of a petition as to universal bye-laws to 
Mr. Dodson, and the erection of several danger boards. 
The report of the treasurer was postponed owing to the ill- 
ness of Mr. Beningfield ; and the absence of Mr. Cork, from 
circumstances which, as hinted by several speakers, caused 
a considerable amount of laughter. 

A proposal by the chairman to add two vice-presidents to 
the list of officers, as a means of conferring honour on past 
officers of the Union, was lost by a large majority. Mr. 
English's proposal to elect three additional members to the 



Executive gave rise to a vigorous discussion. In &vour of 
the proposal it was said that there were not enough members 
to do the work at present, while against it, it was urged that 
there were too many members already for the purposes of 
the ordinary meetings, and that, to obtain new men, it would 
be necessary to elect men who had not sufficient time to do 
work outside the regular meetings. The Executive, however, 
was divided against itself; Messrs. English and Tanner 
warmly supporting the proposed — ^Messrs. Godlee, Roberts, 
and the chairman (who caused some laughter by stating, 
Hibernically, that every member of the Executive must "give 
up every Tuesday in the tveek " to its work) opposing it. 
Under these circumstances the council favoured larger 
popular representation, and carried Mr. English's proposal 

The election of officers for the year then took place, and 
resulted as follows : — President, 6. F. Cobb, M. A. ; treasurer, 
T. E. Scrutton ; secretary, W. Pye English ; all of whom 
were unopposed. 

Executive : Tanner (West Kent), Maddox (Wanderers), 
Roberts (Belsize), Mess (Pickwick), Leslie (London Scottish), 
Nixon (London Tricycle Club), Child (Liverpool Local 
Centre), Prout (Horusey), S. P. Smith (London), Low (New- 
castle Local Centre), Sheppee (Lombard), A. Fox (Stanley), 
Pusey (Bristol Local Centre), Locket (Liverpool Local Cen- 
tre), Reynolds (O.U.Bi.C), Bell (West Kensington Tri.C.). 

A prolonged discussion then took place on a proposal of 
the Chairman that the Union recommend clubs not to 
advertise the value of their prizes. As usual with motions 
touching on this vexed question, there was some sharp dis- 
cussion, but evidently the times were not ripe for the motion, 
and it was lost by a large majority. A hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Cork for his services as secretary having been carried 
with acclamation, the proceedings then terminated. 

We understand that the prospects of the Union are very 
satisfactory. The new local centres, of which six now exist, 
for Devon and Cornwall, Dorset, Bristol and neighbourhood, 
Liverpool, Manchester, and Newcastle, are growing very 
fast, and are already doing good work, the Bristol centre 
numbering over 400 members. The finances of the Union, 
though rather disturbed by the heavy losses on last year's 
championships, bid fair to show very satisfactory results 
for next year, and the accessions of clubs are very satis- 
factory. The Union has never been stronger, and it bids 
fair to increase its strength. — Athletic Review, 



S.W. EVENING RACE MEETING. 

It is a well-known fact, exemplified time after time, on 
the Bath road in particular, that no combination of adverse 
circumstances is formidable enough to altogether damp the 
ardour of the L.B.C. when on business intent. The truth 
of the above was again illustrated on Thursday evening, the 
8th inst., at Surbiton, when those competitors who had 
braved the threatei^ing weather did their best to win in 
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spite of the torrents of rain, and lacking the advantages of 
encouragement from a more numerous assemblage. All 
things taken into consideration, affairs went off wonderfully 
weU, even the handicap giving general satisfaction. As our 
readers will see from the particulars below, the two first 
prizes fell to the S.E. and the two second prizes to tlie 
N.W.» after some extremely good finishes. Dr. Coleman 
officiated as judge and Pem Coleman took the times. 

One Mile Membebs' Handicap. 

Heat 1 : Harold Smith (40) soon caught A. H. Eoch 
(140), and won easily. Time, 3 min. 9J sec. Griffith, who 
was put down in this heat, did not start. 

Heat 2 : E. S. Price (140) won easily by sixty yards 
from S. P. Smith (160). W. T. Thorn (50) was unable to 
overtake either of the long-start men, as he started without 
any preparation, and, in fact, had not been on a machine 
for more than a year. Time, 3 min. 11} sec. 

Heat 3 : P. L. Adam (60) soon caught C. A. Brown (90), 
and the two together quickly passed H. H. Sherrifif (150). 
Adam led at a rattling pace until, in the last straight, 
Brown came up with an extremely good spurt and cleverly 
landed a winner by a length. Adam seemed to lose ground 
at the comers, and we expect him to do much better after 
more practice at path riding. Time 2 min« 52| sec. 

Heat 4 : C. Braby (250) led until the last corner, when 
0. Thorn (50) coming up with a rush, won by a yard and a 
half from H. R. Reynolds (60), a like distance separating 
the second man from Braby, and W. T. Hill (170) a length 
behind — a close and exciting finish. Time, 3 min. 2 sec. 

Final Heat : C. A. Brown, 1 ; Price, 2 ; Harold Smith, 3 ; 
0. Thorn, ; H. R. Reynolds, 0. A very good handicap. 
Smith soon caught Thorn, and, closely followed by him, 
passed Price in the last lap and raced neck and neck with 
C. A. Brown down the straight ; the latter had the best of 
the spurt in, however, and won by a few yards. Price just 
managing to secure second place by a foot from Smith. 
Time, 2 min. 55f sec. 

Onb Mile Novices Race. 

Heat 1 : H. G. A. Brown, 1 ; A. Hawley, 2 ; A, Lloyd, 3. 
Brown simply ran away and won as he pleased. Time, 
3 min. 11} sec. 

Heat 2 : W. T. Hill, 1 ; S. P. Smith, 2 ; C. Braby, 3. 
Won easily by fifty yards. Time, 3 min. 31^ sec. 

Final Heat : Brown, gaining the inside position, led Hill 
for a couple of laps, then (Quickening, left his opponent very 
rapidly in the rear, and won easily by sixty yards. Time, 
3 min. li; sec. D. T. Nops. 



THE ONE MILE RECORD. 
The early part of Wednesday last was anything but 
encouraging to the Wanderers B.C., the originators of the 
One Mile Invitation Handicap, instituted specially to give 
H. L. Cortis the opportunity of eclipsing Eeith-Falconer s 



celebrated two miles record. Those bicyclists who took an 
interest in the attempt also felt gloomily disposed as they 
saw tiie rain coming down, but towards evening the weather 
cleared, although only a short time before the hour named for 
the start a shower fell. The air was delightfully fresh, and 
the breeze dying away more and more as time wore on, the 
conditions for making time were most favourable ; indeed, 
with the path in perfect condition, it is difficult to see how 
they could have been better. 

A members' One Mile Club Handicap was won by 0. 
Beeson, from scratch, with tolerable ease, in 3 min. 1^ sec. 

In the first heat of the chief event, Crute (35 yards) and 
J. D. Butler (55) rode a splendid race, Crute getting the 
better of it at the finish, although Butler rode as well as we 
have seen him, and as pluckily. Time, 2 min. 44} sec. 
Medcalf, with 80 yards, was out of it. In the second heat the 
crack appeared, in company with Reece (60), Smith (80), and 
Tattam (125). Cortis has certainly never appeared upon the 
path looking in finer condition than on this occasion, and his 
fresh looks contrasted well with the pallor of some of the other 
competitors. He got in amongst his men early in the 
third lap, and, although Reece tried his best, it was of no 
avail, and the scratch man entered the last lap with a lead 
of two yards. This he had increased to a good six as he 
passed the post for the mile, and thus the fear, that com- 
petitors, pulling up, would get in his way as he went on for 
the second mile, was disposed of. His last lap had been a 
very slow one indeed, compared with the others, and the 
first two of the second mile were slower still. Yet he was 
well within the record ; but, although he quickened up a 
little, it was not sufficient, and before he was half-way round 
the last lap it was seen that the record would not fall then. 
As it resulted, the time, 5 min. 39f sec, was nearly three 
seconds behind Keith-Falconer's achievement. The laps were 
as follows 42 sec, 39f sec, 40f sec, 43J sec, 44^ sec, 
44 sec, 43j sec, and 42] sec. ; or, accumulatively, 42 sec, 
1 min. 21f sec, 2 min. 2 sec, 2 min. 45} sec, 3 min. 30 sec, 
4 min. 14 sec, 4 min. 57] sec, and 5 min. 39f sec. The time 
of the second mile was 2 min. 53} sec, or 7 J sec. slower than 
the first. Vesey acted as pace-maker for the last two laps, 
during which a slight breeze sprung up, acting against the 
riders on the slight incline along the railway. The mile 
and a half (4 min. 14 sec.) and the mile and three quarters 
(4 min. 57 J sec.) are the best on record. Tacagni (65) 
took the third heat, after a grand race, by two feet only 
from Dundas (50). Griffith rode in this heat, but looked 
played out. Time, 2 min. 47 sec. The fourth heat pro- 
duced a splendid race. Woolnough (50) soon caught 
Hamilton (65) and Thorn (75), but up the back stretch 
Hamilton, whom the knowing ones would insist had no 
chance, came again, and won easily by six yards. The 
winner's pretty style was greatly admired. Time, 2 min. 
50f sec 

In the final heat attraction was centered upon Cortis, 
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who started beautifully, and covered the first lap in 41 sec. 
(best on record). Up the back for the second time he was 
amongst his men, and did not attempt to go past. The 
knowing ones were now again to the fore with cries of " Oh, 
he is easing." As a natural sequence the lap was a terrifically 
fast one, viz., 39 sec. Time of half mile, 1 min. 20 sec. 
(best on record). During the third lap the pace dropped 
a little, owing to the scratch man electing to remain with 
his men, he not knowing that he was doing anything out of 
the way, although many attempts were made to make him 
comprehend it ; but in the midst of a perfect Babel of shouts 
it was impossible to make him hear anything. The three* 
quarter mile was covered in 2 min. 1^ sec. (best on record.) 
During the latter half of the last lap Cortis spurted past 
Hamilton, who, however, stuck well to his work, and was 
only beaten a yard. Cortis's time was 2 min. 41f sec, or 
If sec. faster than his own time made on the previous 
Saturday. 

We now come to the extraordinary part of the busine&s, 
and that is, that had Cortis known he was breaking record 
he could have done much better. This seemed to us perfectly 
clear whilst the race was being run, and conversation after 
it was over has served to strengthen that opinion. The 
way the crack simply mowed" down the starts was some- 
thing electrical, and had there been anyone able to draw 
him out we are confident the watch would have shown 
2 min. 40 sec, or even less. — Athletic Review. 



ON THINGS IN GENERAL. 

This is a useful sort of heading, for it leaves me at liberty 
to discuss the Doctrine of Original Sin, to speculate on the 
successive number of times a sportsman can put in for a 
Derby Sweep and draw a blank or a "stiff 'un," or to 
respectfully wonder what is the present use of the bugle 
calls published in the Club blae book. I fancy if any of 
the calls were used at a Club run now no one would have 
a very distinct idea of what was officially expected of him, 
and might form himself into a hollow square or skirmish 
for a drink according to the glimmerings of his memory. 
However, I suppose in their way they are as valuable as 
Pepys' diary as a relic of the manners and customs of the 
old red sandstone period of the LB.C.'s formation, when 
men rode " Stassens" with Ijin. tyres and yet were happy. 
But it ill befits us to gibe at those ancient traction engines, 
for the men who rode them usually succeeded in keeping 
right end uppermost, which, to judge from the district 
reports, is more than a large per centage of the attendants 
at a Club run can do nowadays. The recent tumble of the 
N.W. Infant Phenomenon, I think, should be placed on 
record. Here we have a well-formed, healthy male child 
of thirteen stone, who goes over the handles when travelling 
about eighteen miles an hour, slides along on his head like 
a curling stone till fetched up by a rock, and with the 



exception of a hair or two short in one eyebrow and a 
pimple or so on the chin is apparently all right in a few 
days. This is how spills should be managed, provided the 
patient is not insured in the Accidental, in which case of 
course such unnecessary haste in getting well would be 
both childish and absurd. 

The practical joke in connection with the bicycle has 
been demonstrated to most of us at some time in the crude 
form, viz., the placing of a stick in the wheel ; but the 
higher development of the art, as exemplified by the Club- 
run-short-cut-joke, is reserved exclusively for the enjoy- 
ment of the N.W. District, under the able direction of the 
Northern Guide, whose genius for topographical research is 
unable to resist the attractions of a blind lane which on 
paper ought to lead somewhere but in practice is found to 
terminate in a water-jump or a farmyard. I am not writing 
this in a vindictive spirit, for if I have mildly protested at 
any time when emptying a shoe of water or pulling the 
thorns out of my calves, Columbus has always soothed me 
with the information that we were following a boundary 
line, or were so many feet above the cross of St. Paul's ; 
this subdues the mutinous spirit, and makes you feel that 
you are not living in vain. If there is any member not of 
Scottish extraction who has participated at any time in the 
foregoing class of joke, and as yet has been unable to see 
the point, I shall be pleased to endeavour to explain it to 
him by the aid of diagrams free of charge on production of 
his receipt for the current year's subscription. To my 
mind there is a grandeur in conception and a thoroughness 
of execution about the N.G.'s jokes which should silence 
the scoffer and command respect. Take what is historically 
known as the Great Ashridge Park joke for instance. You 
don't know it? Well, I'll teU you. Sit tight, Jack. In 
Ashridge Park there is a monument, which can only be 
ascended by obtaining written permission. Having secured 
the necessary document, the N.G. organised a personally 
conducted tour and set out with his victims. As they drew 
near to their destination he diabolically expatiated on the 
lovely view from the summit, till their ardent souls yearned 
even as that of the late Moses to view the Promised Land. 
On arriving at the monument our Joe Miller casually 
mentioned that he had forgotten to bring the ticket, and 
then retired behind a buttress to hug himself and chortle. 
They called him names of course, but they never got up 
that monument. Subject to the usual discount for lying 
the foregoing narrative is correct. There is a good sounds 
double-barrelled, copper-bottomed joke for you ; you may 
sit down in front of it and study it for half an hour without 
finding a pinhole in it anywhere. 

I will now raise the drawbridge, lower the portcullis, and 
await the N.Q.'e onslaught, and if I survive I may perhaps 
venture to write some more. 

W. R. Sbwbll. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.B. 

Croydon Diviuon. 


S.E. 

Blaokheath Division. 


June 17. 


^ Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybopn*8 Comer 

8.45, for Upmin- 
I STER, ("BelL") 

Meet S.E., Black- 
^ heath Div. 


"Jack Straw's 
Castle" 4.0, Tally 
Ho ! 4.25, for 
EssENDON (*'Salifi- 
bury Crest"). 


Hammersmith 
Bridge for Thahks 
DiTTON. Meet 
S.W. and S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Thaubs 
DiTTON. Meet 
W. and ^ S.E., 
Croydon Div. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Thajhb Ditton. 
MeetW. andS.W. 


"Hare and BiUef' 
8.30, for IJPMIN- 
STEB. Meet N.E. 



July 1.— EWELL, GENERAL MEET. See Notice, page 113. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
10th June. The weather was so very threatening that 
the prospects of a good turn out were not cheerful, though 
as a matter of fact no rain fell till after eleven. Accordingly 
theD.C. and Lloyd alone left "the Corner," and riding 
quietly by the usual lower road, which was in parts really 
perfect, halted, a few minutes at Woodford Bridge, where 
the Captain had arranged to join us. Other engagements, 
however, had detained him, and the pair proceeded alone 
till just out of Abridge, where Christie met us, and turned 
back. Then ensued two or three eflForts at oiling a refrac- 
tory machine which was indulging in a most charming 
squeak but at last consented to be silent. An easy run 
over the pleasant Ongar lanes brought us to Christie's, 
with a sense of a very meagre response to his kind invita- 
tion. However, Hough, who had started some three quarters 
of an hour late, soon turned up, and was followed by three 
Barretts and C. Newman some time after, making up a 
total of eight. Of the very kindly welcome and the ample 
hospitality we experienced it would be out of place to 
enlarge, only let the sincere thanks of all present be here 
recorded to our good hosts. At nine o'clock, which was 
upon us in a moment, we moved off, Christie accompanying 
us to Abridge, and had it not been for some unexplained 
delay in Chigwell we should have just missed the rain— as 
it was, one at least of the party was completely soaked in 
about five minutes of about the heaviest rain on record. 
Present : Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, Christie, Hough, 
C. Newman (N.W.), Lloyd, Arthur Barrett (''members' 
brother ") and Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W. District. 
The very poor muster last Saturday was quite to be 
expected, the weather being far from inviting, the S.W. 
picnic also drawing away at least one regular attendant. 
A very pleasant run was, however, enjoyed to Rickmans- 
worth, which was reached about 6.15 vid Harrow, Pinner, 
and Moor Park ; roads in capital condition except one or 
two muddy patches under trees. Tea was had as usual at 
" The Swan." The brothers Price going on to see some 
friends, the remainder of the party started at a quarter to 



eight, and reached Hendon, where they separated, at 9.15, 
having traversed nearly the same route as on the outward 
journey. They escaped, notwithstanding the showery state 
of the weather, without any rain whatever; a few drops fell 
during tea, and from the effects the Pinner country must 
have been heavily swamped about the same time. Distance 
34j miles. Present : C. L. Hill, E. S. Price, one visitor 
(Price), and 

W. J. WiLLUMS, District Captain. 

I hope we shall have a good muster for next Saturday to 
Essendon, it being a favourite run, and that members will 
try to turn out well to make up for last week. Tea at " The 
Salisbury Crest." 

In the list of members present at St. Albans, Hewitt was 
accidently put down as W. instead of N.W. TuUoch was 
also left out altogether. The N.W. return was therefore 
25, which, with three visitors, 28, beats the record for the 
District by one. The total would have been better still, no 
doubt, if the weather had not frightened some who promised 
to turn up. 

W. AND S.W. 
THE PICNIC. 
Those who stopped away on account of the weather last 
Saturday, which certainly looked unpropitious, missed one 
of the pleasantest and most delightful times that one can 
imagine. After many showers in the early part of the day, 
the afternoon cleared up, and in the evening the fitful 
sunshine proved delicious, the effect of the morning rain 
appearing only to make the pines yield a fresher and 
stronger scent on the road down. Quite a chorus of 
admiration greeted the S.W. Captain's choice of a suitable 
spot for the spreading of our tablecloth — it was among the 
firs between the road and Boulder Mere, with the road near 
enough to hear the tinkle of any passing bell. Shut in on 
one side by dense firs, on the other we had glimpses of the 
lake through the trees, while behind us lay the islands, with 
the rhododendrons in full bloom right down to the water's 
edge. It seemed quite an ideal spot for a picnic. 
But the ground must have been damp, you say. Not 
at all, for, being composed of fir spines and cones, 
and well sheltered besides, we found it comparatively 
dry, and with the profusion of rugs fortunately at our 
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command we made luxurious couches all round the 
improvised table. Our meal was a succession of surprises^ 
for no sooner had we got through the salmon and cucumber 
than off comes a snowy white cover^ and we are regaled 
with lamb and mint sauce. Heigh, presto ! — another cloth 
is whipped off and discovers a ham, and from the " Sociable " 
locker suddenly spring cutlets, jellies, and quantities of 
jama. We tried hard to run short of something, just to 
make it like an ordinary picnic, but only succeeded in 
wanting some extra soda-water to mix with the late comer's 
claret, and Kinder volunteered to be the martyr to bear 
this burden from " The Hut," lying quite half a minute 
distant. 

Feeding time over, we began to wander about and admire 
the scenery, and as we feel quite unable to describe that, 
we must let Harry J. Swindley speak for us from the pages 
of The Wheel World:— 

" Cannot any frequenter of this road recaU to his mind moments 
when, traveUing along its course, the surroundings have served to lift 
him from himself, 'his thoughts from nature up to nature*s Qod* 
under the Gothic tracery of the intertwining branches ? The sweet 
odour of the pino cones, whose resinous flavour imbues anew the jaded 
and half -choked city man, floats on the breath of the commons, soent- 
ladened by the flowering furze, and meets the toiler like a kiss from 
heaven. At such moments as these is realised the fact that spots exist 
in this fair island of ours where the rush, the turmoil, the chicanery, 
deceit, and never-ending worry of city life is not ; where, stretched 
upon the yielding turf, the wearied wheelman may lie with a luxurious 
sense of freedom, if but for an hour, from the wearying worries and the 
carking cares of everyday existence. 

"Tourists may rave anent the scenery of the Continent, and pro- 
vincial 'cyclists uphold that of the south-western provinces, but where, 
in either, can be seen scenes of a more delicately exquisite purity of 
beauty than that visible from the Bed Hill, or the view of the Hut 
Lake from the road T The former cannot be equaUed if seen about 
four o'clock on a clear summer morning, with the sun breaking over 
the woods from the east, and Leith HiU and the Hind Head dimly 
appearing through the fleeting morning mists. And Wisley Hut Lake, 
with its dark background and fringe of firs, — how one yearns for the 
genius of the artist to limn its sweet outlines upon some deathless 
canvas 1 Its deep serenity of surface, so stiU and dear, that, gazing 
into it, one almost believes a second firmament to form its basin. How 
placidly it rests, and how cool and pure seem its crystal waters upon a 
hot and dusty day. Truly the sight of it thus calmly sleeping in the 
radiant lap of nature refresheth the weary soul." 

Our lady visitor, and, alas, the only one, for the threaten- 
ing weather had robbed us of the rest of the ladies who 
had promised to preside over our repast, was rewarded by 
finding some rare botanical specimens, amongst them the 
Sundew, an insect-devouring plant quite rare in England, 
although common enough in the woods round Wisley, 

Boating might have been next the order of the evening, 
but the vessels were not in good repair, and seemed too full 
of water, so we abstained. 

After lingering until the shadows were falling very 
rapidly, we made a start for home, and although Ram- 
bler's " Echo " was not quite realised, we had a very 
good substitute for the ladies' Sociable in the centre of 



Punch's Diplo., etc. Quartet, in the shape of a pony driven 
by fair hands, surrounded by a cloud of London grey as a 
guard of honour. 

Present: Miss Constance Bayley and Ernest Braby 
(driving), J. Gladding (Merlin Tricycle), S. Gillott and 
Alex. Buckler (driving), Fred. Williams and J. Kinder 
(Sociable), C. Braby, A. Hawley, W. T. HiU, H. L. Ryan, 
H. H. Sherriff, E. Paxon and friend. 

ABTHUE E. BUOKLBB, ) -n^of^iAf Por^foina 

Danibl T. Nops, / Captains. 
W. District. 

As we do not meet the S.W. and S.E. next Saturday 
until 6 p.m. at Thames Ditton ('' The Swan "), perhaps it 
will be better to have a late division starting at 4.30 as 
well as one at the usual time, as those who prefer going 
early can amuse themselves on the river, some boats having 
been already reserved for our use at Ditton. 

Dakiel T. Nops, District Captain. 

S.W. DiflTEICT. 

Meet wrrn the W. and S.E. Distmcti at Thames Ditton. 

On Saturday next, the 17th inst., we are to have the 
pleasure of meeting both our neighbours in our territory. 

The distance to be ridden by the home division will, I 
believe, be the shortest on record in the annals of our Club, 
and the start will consequently not take place until the late 
hour of 5.30. 

There will therefore be no excuse for absentees, and I 
earnestly request all members, and more especially those 
whom I have as yet not had the privilege of meeting this 
season, to withstand the inducements of counter attractions, 
and to favour us with their society. 

Tea is ordered for a goodly-sized party at " The Swan " 
on the river side, and facilities will be given for our inland 
visitors to indulge in boating and other aquatic amuse- 
ments. 

We are promised the attendance of several members by 
river. 

Kingston Station to meet W. and S.E. at 5.30. 

Arthub E. Buckler, District Captain. 



S.E. District. 
June 10. No doubt many members thought the 
weather so bad that a run to Chelsfield was out of the 
question ; so it would have been, had not the rain most 
kindly ceased to pour just before starting time. The roads 
were surprisingly good, however, and the riding very 
enjoyable. At Chelsfield we were joined by R. H. M. 
Francis, who is still suffering from the effects of his bad 
fall in Savernake Forest, in the Bath Trial. He cannot 
move his hand yet, and the wonder is how he managed to 
ride upwards of sixty miles at the pace he did after such an 
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accident. It was an exhibition of good British pluck. At 
the " Five Bells " they gave us a very fair tea, and as our 
meet was a "small and early/' we resolved to start for 
home before sunset. In returning we made for the main 
road at once, and had to descend the steep hill leading to 
the Sevenoaks Road. This hill should be ridden down 
very carefully ; it is very rough, and has an awkward right- 
angle sort of a turn at the bottom. Those who want some 
good climbing practice are recommended to try to ride up 
it. Of course it would be "next to nothing" to the "crack" 
riders of our District, one of whom advised us seriously to 
go that way ; but we didn*t. Present : B. H. M. Francis, 
H. G. Morgan, A. Morley, C. F. Schmettau, H. N. Sharp, 
S. E. Whealler, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 
Next Saturday, June 17th, the run is to Thames Ditton 
(" The Swan where we shall meet the W. and S.W. If 
we are &voured with fine weather we shall most likely 
have a very large attendance. The distance is moderate ; 
the route will be a favourite one ; we shall have the oppor- 
tunity of spending an hour or two on the river (two boats 
having been specially chartered) ; the accommodation at 
the hotel is good, and there is every probability of our 
being honoured with the presence of our Captain out and 
home. I really do not think a Club meet could be held 
under more favourable conditions. 

H. G. A. Beown, District Captain. 

Blackheath Division. 
The run on Saturday is to Upminster, to meet the N.R 
The roads on the Essex side are in first-rate order, and the 
quarters at Upminster are about the best round London. 

Thb Substitutb. 



ECHOES. 

H. G. A. Brown proved himself rather a warm novice at 
the S.W. meeting. He would no doubt have done still 
better had he been pressed. 

• •«•#« 

I was glad to see W. T. Thorn on the track again. The 
timekeeper tells me he was not quite so fast as he used 
to be. 

• ••••• 

The limit man complains bitterly that he was not informed 
beforehand of his start. He would then only have practised 
for three laps instead of four. 

• «•••• 

Temmra mtUantur. It is reported that G. F. Beck 
entered for the Novice Bace at the S.W. Meeting for a 
joke, and that it was some time before it was ascertained 
that he was ineligible. Some of us can remember how our 
President won the Short Distance Amateur Championship 
of 1878 by about five feet from G. F. Beck 

The S.W. have been well to the fore recently. On the 
8th they gave the well-organised race meeting, of which an 
account appears elsewhere, and on Saturdav they fared 
sumptuously on the banks of " Boulder Mere. 



While I was feasting on cold salmon, lamb, and other 
good things, I thought of the ham and eggs which, if it 
had not been for Christie's hospitality, would probably have 
been the sole item, bar etceteras, in the bill of fare of other 
Districts. Ham and eggs are no doubt very good things, 
but when they come every Saturday as regularly as clock- 
work, one is tempted to envy the lucky South-Westers, and 
to marvel that their meets are not more numerously 
attended. 

• ••••• 

It was amusing to see four men struggling up Pain's Hill 
encumbered with packages containing loaves of bread ; it 
was more so when a refractory loaf slid through the bottom 
of the bag, and commenced to fly the hill in the orthodox 
manner. 

««•««• 

The arrangements were so complete last Saturday that 
even the S.W. dog was brought to clean the plates. 

• •••«• 

We hear that at the next picnic the flies that seem so 
fond of our Editor's head are to have tea by themselves. 
■ • « • ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The Epsom 'bus started off at a tremendous pace, but 
slackened after about fifty yards. It was only the 
cucumber. 

• ••««• 

Everybody present seemed to be of opinion that it was 
highly expedient that the experiment should be repeated, 
and I understand that Buckler is likely to undertake the 
somewhat arduous task of making the arrangements for a 
picnic to be held early in July. 

• ••••• 

Those who were at the N.R run on Saturday pitied 
those Nor'-Easters who were not ; the latter were clearly 
unwise. 

It is sad to hear the excuses men make for not turning 
out on a day like last Saturday ; even the Captain tele- 
graphed at the last moment some really plausible reason 
for his absence. 

»#«••• 

What the Club tried to do at St. Albans the " little 
District " succeeded in efiecting, as 16 is a record atten- 
dance for the N.E., 15 having been only once recorded. 

Two "Rucker" machines were ridden up Clay Hill, 
Bushey, on Monday morning laat, each with an 8 or 9 lb. 

" Multum." 

• • • • • • 

Harold Smith won the Open Race at the Annual Race 
Meeting of the Temple B.C. last Saturday. 

• ••••• 

An echo comes from the Essex Hills of a gallant rescue 
of Beauty in distress. Can anyone supply particulars ? 
«••••• 

0. G. M. Leeds is the new Hon. Sec. of the Ilex 
Swimming Club. 

• •«•#• 

A friend of ours, who sometimes rides on horseback and 
sometimes on wheels, assures us that the following is a fact. 
Once he had been riding on horseback pretty constantly for 
some six weeks, when, tuinkinff he would give his machine 
a turn, he took the poor neglected thing from the stable 
and treated it to a gentle ride down a lane, over a splendid 
surface. He was inking to some friends walking beside 
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him, when they called his attention to a thick branch which 
had been broken off by the gale, and was lying a short dis- 
tance in front of him. He looked, and went on talking, but 
continued to eye it until , he was right upon it, when he 
gently touched an imaginaiy horse with his imaginary spurs 
to make it leap over. His friends delight in telling the 
rest of the tale, how he got up from under the machine 
and used words he di,d no.t learn at Sunday scjiiool, and 
wondered how it all happened. 

• «•«•# 

I hear from Oxford that W. E. Adam has taken to riding 
again, and is going better than ever. 

• •«••• 

Has anyone discovered that the three first men in this 
year's Trial are non-emokers ? 

• • * ' • • • 

The Fates were adverse, afad had made up their minds 
that, though highly (my friends said over) trained, I should 
not win my medal. Ne^er did candidate romp in so full 
of running as was I on sighting the ninth milestone, and 
never was candidate so persii^ently persecuted throughout. 
The squeak in my hind whe^l halfway up Box pleasingly 
reminded me I had forwarded my oilcan t6 Houuslow oy 
the Captain. The pneumatic . infant feeder— offspring, 
of infinite genius — lashed so cunningly to the small of my. 
back perversely refused,' whcia called upon, to pwrt with 
its cargo of refreshing te^^; . Qyerfeiute^ -oflT 
Mound it was found empty, and was hurled with ah. 
anathema into the hedge. Its oontents ha4 jsplasbed through 
the vent hole over the hind wheel bearings. But the darkest 
cloud has it« silver liDing,~i^ sgueakwqs cur^d, Saver- 
nake Forest saw me pi:^liug fii^ from ray eyes, and charging 
sheep. But, revenons d. pm^<>ns,:9s I- 8aid,^,t Newbury 
to McCuUum, who han4Qd up sandwiches composed mainly 
of succulent slices from a relative of my late antagonist. I 
am sure I lost at least 35^ 'minutes while trying to con- 
vince him I bad a capital chance for a m^dal. Moreover I 
was cursed with a fatal desire, to which I perforce yielded, 
to examine the Zulu gram on Marlboro Downs and the 
grey wether stones between Silbury and Marlboro'. To 
put a neat finish on ^he \^(rrk, .the coaqh, whong I had 
retained to meet me at B^ing,- tired of waiting, had 
picked up the man in front, and was reported to be^pouring 
into him, with s^n assiduity worthy of a better cause, the 
sherry and sanclwiches which should have nourished my 
shattered frame. Then, wkh the resignation of a. fatalist, 
I abandoned myself to tobacco, reaching the ninth milestone 
in time to find it deserted. Trying, is it not, that for its 
target this year Providence should have selected your 
friend Rambler. 

FREE TICKETS. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Sib, — Tour correspondent " Cassiopeia " scarcely gives 
sufficient credit for consistency to a body which is generally 
ruled pretty carefully by precedent, namely, the Race Com- 
mittee ; and as I have for some years been a member of that 
body, I may perhaps explain to him the reason of the 
arrangement which has puzzled him, or some of their 
reasons, which will, I ^lope, justify the results. 

The first principle, so to speak, is that the Club annual 
Race Meeting is a meet of tne Club and an event which, 
as a matter of course, members arQ entitled and expected 
to attend, while they, being admitted free, will feel it more 


or less incumbent on them to bring a friend or two, and 
thus by their attendance indirectly increase the gate-inoney. 
In the case of the mincirriaeetings such as the 0.n.Bi.C. v. 
L,B.C., to which yei0r correspondent refera, the position is 
somewhat different. No attempt is made, because it would 
be useless, to inake them pay expenses ; and being only a 
limited programme and necessarily an evening meeting, 
without even ent;^ fees, the sole revenue to counteract 
expenses is the gaft, while it is unlikely that many visitors 
will attend, and hence in this case the toll is exacted. 

If a inistake is made, it is, I would suggest, that at the 
minor Club meetings we do charge members for admission ; 
but I venture to think that the specii^l circumstances are a 
sufficient justification for the course taken. — Yours, etc. 

W. X. w. 

Ih the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sir, — You have omitted at any rate one member of the 
O.U.Bi.C. who was ^eaent at St. Albans, but who was 
obliged to leave before tea. This was the Rev. R. H. 
Charsley, who rode frpm here (Oxford) and part of the way 
back on his velocimap, and who was, if not the fastest, at 
any rate the oldest member of either Club present — Yours 
truly, R. B. Charslby. 
Oxford Univenity Bicycle Club, 
June I3fli, 1882.. 

To the Editor q/'the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
! "SiB,4-When ItiNi|j|e up from St. Albans Station to the 
•* Peahen " the other Satuydajr, I had little idea that the 
eye of " Rambler " the ubiquitous was upon me, still less 
that I was perfermih'g'a feat worthy of notice. Anyhow, 
as I was not the only one who rode up, it was rather unfair 
on others to pick me out jbr distinction (assuming, of course, 
that such it is). HA thought strikes me : Perhaps the wag 
was having a sly hit at my hill-climbing proclivities. — Yours 
faithfully, ; : : J : R. G. Francis. 

SOME INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE NINTH 
MILESTONE. " 

1. And haV^ onte turned round, walks on, 

And torns no more hU head, 
Beoaw'' he - knoif 8 ia f rigbtfpl fiend 
D<4& dose behind him tread." ' 

CoLSRiDOE — The Ancient Manner, 

- - « 

2. ' 'Tia not in morfiaU to command suooess, 

But we'U do more, SempronioB, we*U deserve it" 

ADDISON^Coto. 

8. \ " United, yet divided, twain at ono^ 

4. j So sit two kings of Brentford 6n one throne." 

CowFBa— rAe TfUk. 

7. " He hath indeed better bettered expectation." 

Mwk Ado About Nothing, 

9. Hear yon this Triton of the minnows ? 

CorioUtnxu, 

12. But when he got there the cupboard was bare, 
And so the poor dog had none." 

Nunery Kkmye, 

Answer to Corrkspondbnt.— R. H. C. Next week. 

Printed for the Ptoprietors by Dablino & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 36, Eastcheap, London, E.G.— June 16, 1882. 
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NOnOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copyfbr "Oazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdaya 

OFFICIAL NOTICE. 
A copy of the photograph taken at St. Albans is now on 
view at 35, Eastcheap. The size is 8 by 10 inches, the 
price 4s 6d mounted. Orders to be sent to Mr. Horn, 
photographer, Shaftesbury Road, Richmond, Surrey. 



COMMITTER 



At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 19th 
instant, the foUowmg gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club 

Name and Addmt. 

Thomas Daniel Belfield, Jiinr., 

Palace Road, Streatham Hm ... 
Frederick WiUiam Bath Spencer, 

12, HampBtead Hm Gardens ... 
Harry Batii Spencer, 12, Hamp« 

stead Hm Gazdenfl 



PropoMT. 

E. A. Weeks. H. G. A. Brown. 



E. S. Curwen. 
do. 



E. S. Price, 
do. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
We hope our members will remember that our Annual 
Race Meeting will take place at the Stamford Bridge 
Grounds, on Saturday next, and will each and all make an 
effort to be present. It is not often our Captain appeals to 
the amour propre of the Club, but he does so in this 
instance, and we trust our readers will respond to his call 



in large numbers. They will be well rewarded if they do 
so, as they will be sure to see some fine racing, for however 
unfortunate we may have been in our meetings from a 
financial point of view, we have always had splendid racing, 
and the entries this year justify us in anticipating the 
usual good sport. Some of the most enjoyable afternoons 
we have ever spent have been at our Races, and we feel 
sure our readers will not regret it if they devote next 
Saturday afternoon to the support of their Club. 
The following entries have been received : — 

One Mile Handicap (Clot). 



F. L. Adam 


A. S. Morris 


M. H. Jephson 


W. F. McL. Buckley 


C. A. E. Pollock 


The O'Reilly 


H. R. Reynolds 


S. Herbert 


H. A. Des VoBux 


R. M. Gruggen 


A. H. Lown 


H, N. Sharp 


C. A. Brown 


H. H. Sherriflf 


W. T. Hill 


A. E. Buckler 


P. Dalton 


A. Lloyd 


C. Braby 


A. H. Koch 


L. B. Reynolds 


H. W. Bridges 


D. R. Smith 


Theo. Godlee 


W. K. Adam 


F. C. Marten 


S. P. Smith 


M. D. Rucker, Jun. 


E. S. Price 


W. Wyndham 


H. Smith 


G. F. Beck 


H. M. Hewitt 


T. E. Scrutton. 
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Two Miles Amaieub 
W. E. MQner 
R. J. Reece 
B. Tyler 

A. J. Sutherland , 
W. L. Tebby 
P. G. Kling 
0. Thorn 
H. R. Reynolds 
A. T. Lovell 

G. R. Oxx 
E. H. Brown 
A. L. Bower 
J. T. Collier 

H. Keen 
J. H. Ellis 
G. E. Harding 

C. J. Cousins 
J. D. Butler 

D. R. Smith 
W. K. Adam 

FivB Miles Amateue Soratoh Race (Open). 



Handicap (Open). 
M. J. R. Dundas 
W. E. Clare 
R. A. Woolnough 
W. J. ReiUy 
L. T. Iversen 
H. M. Wesson 
C. J. Griffith 
H. Muir 

A. B. W. Whatton 
J. S. Whatton 
W. T. Hill 
L. B. Reynolds 
* W. B. Fisher 
J. T. Studley 
H. F. Wilson 
Theo. Godlee 
A. H. Green way 
J. R. Hamilton, Jun. 
F. G. Medcalf. 



W. E. Milner 
W. A. G. Walter 
J. H. Ellis 
J. D. Butler 
M. J. R. Dundas 
R. A. Woolnough 

Ladies' CHALLBHaE Prize (Club). 



W. J. ReiUy 
H. Muir 

W. F. McL. Buckley 
G. F. Beck 
F. B. Westcott. 



0. Thorn 
H. Smith 
H. Muir 

W. F. McL. Buckley 
Members themselves will 



W. K Adam 
Theo. Godlee 
C. A. E. PoUock. 

)e admitted free to the ground 
on production of their Club badge ; they are also each 
entitled to two ladies' tickets free. These have been sent 
round, together with six plain tickets. The price of each 
ticket, if purchased before the day, has been reduced to Is. 



GENERAL MEET AT EWELL. 
It has been decided to hold a General Meet at Ewell on 
the 1st proximo^ to which the especial attention of members 
is directed. 

The arrangements will be as usual, that is to say 
The N.E. leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 sharp, ride to 
"Jack Straw's" where they join the N.W., who meet at 
4.0 ;. the two Districts ride together to Eew where they 
join the W., who meet at the " Coach and Horses " at 5.0, 
and the three Districts ride together to Kingston, where 
they join the S.W., who meet at Kingston Station at 5.30 ; 
and all four Districts ride together to Ewell. 

S.E. BLickheath Division leave Lewisham Church at 3.30, 
and ride to Central Croydon Station, where the Croydon 



Division meet at 4.30, and the combined Districts ride 
together to Ewell. 

Arrangements will be made for tea at the " Glyn Arms," 
as usual. No District is expected to give any other more 
than ten minutes' grace. There will be a full moon, which 
should help us home. An effort has been made to fix upon 
a more convenient place than Ewell for the General Meet, 
as the distance to this place is rather far for our Northern 
members. Unfortunately the proprietors of the inns at 
Teddington and Hampton Court decline to entertain us, so 
we have no alternative but to go to Ewell. 

Thb Distbiot Captains. 



BICYCLE UNION. 

ElPOBT Of A MUTZKO Off THX EXXOCTIVB HILD AT THB OmCSB, 
17, lEOKMOKaBB Laue, JOHl 13th, 1882. 

Messrs. Locket and Pusey were appointed Local Centre 
Divisional Secretaries to the Northern and Southern 
Districts respectively. 

Several cases of amateurism were brought up for con- 
sideration, also cases of assault on the road. 

Engaged on arrangements for Championships and revision 
of Local Centre Rules. Wm. Pyb-Enolish, Hon. Sec. 



SUTTON B.C. RACE MEETING. 

The third annual meeting of this club was held at the 
Crystal Palace on Saturday last. The weather was very 
fine, and the track in good condition, but there was wind 
enough to make the times perceptibly slower. Although 
the first rounds were rather uninteresting, the second round 
and final were very exciting. After his heat, Studley, who 
is a young West Country man and quite a novice, was 
strongly fancied, but, as will be seen, the final was very 
close. A. B. W. Whatton had bad luck in being second in 
a heat nearly two seconds faster than any other heat of the 
first round. F. L. Adam won his heat in very good style, 
and Pollock won very cleverly on the post. Although the 
Five Miles Invitation only produced two laps racing, it 
created considerable excitement, and the way J. S. Whatton 
came round Crute was a sight to be seen. Full particulars 
are annexed. 

One Mile Handicap (Open). 

FIBST ROUND. 

Heat 1 : W. B. Fisher, Kent B.C., 85 yards, 1. Won 
easily in 2 min. 56 sec. 

Heat 2 : L, G. Lawton, South Homsey B.C., 65 yards, 1 ; 
C. Crute, Sutton B.C., scratch, 2. Crute could never catch 
Lawton, who won by 15 yards in 2 min. 53| sec. 

Heat 3 : F. Allport, Sutton B.C., 75 yards, 1 ; A. B. W. 
Whatton, CUBIC, and L.B.C., 100, 2. Vesey, 45, also 
started. Whatton ran through his men very fast, and led 
into the last lap, where, however, Allport caught him and 
won a good race by five yards. Time 2 min. 48| sec. 

Heat 4: C. A, E. Pollock, C.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 50 



Digitized by 



Google 



LONDON BICYCLE 



CLUB GAZETTE. 



123 



yards, 1 ; G. S. Row, Homsey B.C., 100, 2. F. E. S. Perry, 
Grichton B.C., 70, idso startecL Pollock, though shut in 
during the first half of the last lap, came through and won 
yery cleverly by a foot Time 2 min. 53| sec. 

Heat 5 : J. S. Studley, introduced, 95 yards, won by 
fifty yards or so, riding with the impetuousity of youth 
and not having the fear of the handicapper before his eyes. 
Time, 2 min. 51f sec. 

Heat 6 : W. Brown, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 60 yards, 1. 
Won easily in 2 min. 59| sec. 

Heat 7 : F. L. Adam, L.B.C., 65 yards, rode with great 
judgment, and won by a very fine spurt in 2 min. 50^ sec. 
Tacagni, Canonbury B.C., 50, and Q. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 
105, also started. 

Heat 8 : F. G. Medcalf, St. James's B.C., 90 yards, 1 ; 
P. B. Westcott, C.U.Bi.C., 70, 2 ; J. Horn, Lombard B.C., 
60, also started. Won, after a good race, by ten yards in 
2 min. 50 sec. 

BBCom B0Uin>. 

Heat 1 : Lawton, 65 yards, 1 ; Allport, 75, 2 ; Fisher, 
85, 3 ; Pollock, 50, 4. A hot race between Lawton and 
Allport, the former winning by a yard, five yards between 
second and third. Time, 2 min. 47 sec. 

Heat 2 : Studley, 95 yards, 1 ; Medcalf, 90, 2 ; Adam, 
65, 3 ; Brown, 60, 4. Studley won by twenty yards, Med- 
calf beat Adam by a foot. Brown beaten off. Time, 
2 min. 49^ sec. 

Final : J. S. Studley, introduced, 95 yards, 1 ; L. G. 
Lawton, South Hornsey B.C., 65, 2 ; F. L. Allport, Sutton 
B.C., 75, 3 ; P. G. Medcalf, St. James's B.C., 90, 4. A 
rattling race from start to finish. The rear man got up to 
the winner, but could not get round him, and he ultimately 
won by a foot from Lawton, who spurted well at the finish; 
Allport close up. Time, 2 min. 47 f sec. Lawton lodged a 
protest against Studley for wide riding, which was dis- 
allowed by the referees. 

Five Miles Iistvitation Rage. 

J. S. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 1 ; C. Crute, Sutton 
B.C., 2 ; C. A. E. PoUock, C.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 3 ; Vesey, 
Surrey B.C., 4. F. Allport, Temple B.C. and J. Horn, 
Lombud B.C., also rode. The first four miles were ridden 
at a very funeral rate : one mile 3 min. 15f sec., two 'miles 
6 min. 29f sec., three miles 9 min. 44f , four miles 12 min. 
53 sec.,^ Vesey and Allport leading alternately, Whatton 
lying close behind them, and Crute riding last. In the 
fourth mile Horn spurted to the front, and two laps from 
home racing began ; Crute went to the front and led into 
the last lap, Whatton close behind him and Pollock close 
up. Half way through the lap Whatton passed Crute at a 
flying pace, and, riding very strongly, won by six yards ; 
Pollock a good third. Time, 15 min. 43) sec. ; last mile, 
2 min. 50) sec. The last lap was not timed, but must have 
been very fast. 



A VOLUNTEER BATTALION. 

The Volunteer Service Beview of the 1st inst. contains 
the following : — 

NonoB TO 'GiauffiB.'^Apropoi of the propoeed Volonteer Battalion 
of 'cyclists the foUowing notice has been reodyed: Matropolitan 
'cyclists, who are fast and good riders, and who would be willing to 
join such a corps (whereby the bioyde and tricyde conld be brought to 
perform important seryioe in the defence of the country, and the tours 
of members made useful to the authorities in procuring information as 
to the roads, eta, in this country and abroad) are requested to com« 
municate with Mr. Henry Smith, Riyer Cottage, Honisey, N. The 
battalion to be armed with small-bore carbines (to be provided for 
members, with suitable uniform and accoutrements). In replying, 
please state whether already a Volunteer, and if so, in what corps, and 
whether a rider of bicyde or triqyde.— (Signed) R. G. MoLTiiauz (late 
lieutenant, Boyal Dragoons). 

Now then, Major ! ! 

RACING FIXTUEES. 

Bnle 40 enaote that no member reprssent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Radng 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meetbig not included in this list is requested 
to commnuicate with the Captain. 

Jnne 24.— Hnddeisfield Athletic Sports. 

24.— London B.C. Races at Stamford Bridge. 
24.— Edinbui^h UniveiBity A.G. Baces. 
24.— Speedwell B.G.» Aston Lower Grounds, Bir- 
mingham. 
24.— Anfield B.C. Sports at layexpool. 
July 1. — Starley Memorial Fund Sports at Coventry. 
1.— BUckheath Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
1.— Belgraye B.C., One Mile, SurUton. 
8.— Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 

8. — One and Twenty-fiye Miles Amateur Champion- 

ships at Birmingham. 
S._Athletic Sports at Crewe. 

13.— Bury St. Edmunds B.C. Second Annual Ama- 
teur Race Meeting. 

15.— L.A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — ^South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

22.— North Warwickshire B.C. Races at Aston. 
27.— Eastbourne B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
27.— Crichton B.C. at Crystal Palace. 
29.— Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

Aug. 8, 9.— Victoria A.C. Spoiks, Stoke-on-Trent. 

10.— Teignmouth Bicycle Races. 
Sept. 2.— St. Paul's Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 
9 —Qresham Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 

9. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at Oval 
9.— Nottingham B.C. Sports. 

Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Jona 24.~ANNXJAL RACBS-^See Notice, page 121. 



July 1.— EWELL, GENERAL MEET. See Notice, page 122. 



. SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTEIOT. 

17th Jane. There was something rather cheering about 
the news that five men would be at Forest Gate at 4.30, 
and the D.G. therefore greeted a muster of four at the 
Corner as a tolerably wholesome number, especially as the 
Blackheathens were to join us later on. The four 
accordingly proceeded by the Flats, which are not in good 
order, to Forest Gate with some punctuality, and found 
three Barretts, C. Newman, Rucker, the Editor, and Weeks. 
To avoid the main road, a circuitous route by East Ham 
and Barking was adopted, and then, turning up towards 
Ilford, " someone" knew that the first turning on the right 
led in the Upminster direction. After about 100 yards the 
road entered a farmyard, and then thought of leaving off, but 
Rucker and the D.C. discovering an exit, the whole party, ex- 
cept Child, who had to be home to tea, proceeded by asomewhat 
doubtful private track till it resulted in two gates and what 
looked like a road. Newman and Arthur Barrett collided 
on this road, but otherwise all went fairly so far ; but the 
road got rather worse, and was, as someone suggested, fair 
for a paperchase and nothing better for nearly a mile, till 
the Ilford lanes were reached at last, and, though dusty, 
proved an improvement. At Beacontree Heath the Black- 
heath Division, four strong, was waiting, and, fourteen in 
all, we proceeded by familiar and improving roads in the 
Upminster direction, with occasional variations, such as a 
reckless race for the watersplash between Rucker and the 
D.G. and periodical spurts by Newman and Weeks. 
Between Hornchurch and Upminster, Lloyd was waiting 
for us, and we rode into Upminster fourteen strong, as 
Sewell had in the meantime retired. On Upminster Hill it 
is sad to record that even the S.E. Substitute took to spurt- 
ing, his companion being of coarse obliged to follow suit. A 
brief visit was paid by a select few to the Tew Avenue and 
the church, which has some very fair brasses (one as old as 
1591), and so to tea. Lyne turned up just after the main 
body, Arnott as soon as we were seated, and the Hough 
Brothers before we had done. After a pleasant if somewhat 
boisterous tea the company divided, Rucker and Williams 
joining the Blackheath Division in a journey md Furfleet, 
the Barrett Brothers, with Newman and Weeks, going 
somewhere, and the balance returning by a strictly original 
route via Romford and Chigwell Row, and getting home in 
good time. Present, in addition to the Blackheath Divi- 
sion : Arnott, Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, Child, R. B. 
Hough, Lloyd, Long, Lyne, C. Newman (N.W.), M. D. 
Rucker, Jun. (S.E.), E. D. Sewell, Weeks, F. M. Williams 
(S.E.), and A. Barrett and S. Hough (*' members' brothers 
Thbo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W. District. 

Eleven men, among whom we were glad to see the 
" District Visitor," left Tally-Ho ! a few minutes after time, 
and proceeded down the North Road as far as Bell Bar, with 
a good stem breeze. Here we turned to the right, and 
proceeded through pretty country via Wild Hill to Kentish 
Lane and Essendon. Price and Lown, with two friends, 
had arrived earlier, and had a pleasant stroll down by the 
river. The "Salisbury Crest," where we usually get a good 
tea, seemed quite demoralised, and a regular scramble 
ensued, while to increase the disorder an act of a village 
fight, which had been smouldering on and off for three 
days, was performed. Clifton and a friend appeared after 
tea, having started very late. Dalton and Eoch continued 
the run, the others having a slow and quiet ride back to 
Finchley, where, as usual, the party was broken up. The 
weather and roads were fair. Distance 33 miles. Present : 
Aiken, Clifton, Dalton, C. L. Hill, W. T. Hill, Hindley 
Jackson, Keynes, Koch, Langmore, Lown, Price, Wilkins, 
three visitors, and W. J. Williams, District Captain. 

We propose, providing that a suitable place can be found, 
holding a picnic during July. I shall be glad to hear of 
any suitable situation in the N. W., not too far from Lpndon 
or a railway station. 



W., S.W., AKD S.E. AT Thames Ditton. 

The West arrived in the casual way peculiar to this 
District, where everyone starts at bis own time and from 
his own starting point. Naylor and the " member's brother " 
arrived on the doable tri. Radford and a visitor were also 
on tricycles, while the O.U.Bi.C. Captain and a few of his 
merry men came direct from Oxford, and W. T. Thorn gave 
us a look in from the river. 

There is an impromptu by the renowned Theodore Hook, 
which runs, if we remember correctly, much as follows : — 

" Of all the pleaaing scenes on earth. 
That hi^py souls have hit on ; 
However loud their praises be, 
ini say ditto for Ditton." 

The pleasant little nook has altered very little since this 
merry wag used to firequent it. The river still rolls on as 
placidly as ever, reflecting on its smooth surface the quaint 
church and picturesque riverside inn, with its group of idle 
loungers, and, farther away, the quiet old-world-looking 
street, which seems to defy the march of mighty London 
and the demon builder. 

A pleasing spot, genial company, and good entertainment 
for the inward cravings, left nothing to be desired, and 
it is not to be wondered at that everyone seemed to be 
enjoying themselves. 
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The solemnity of that business-like meal — a Club tea — 
was relieved by the eccentricities of a waiter, who appeared 
to have walked out of one of Dickens s volumes for the 
occasion. His performance with the tea urn and a carving 
fork, followed by a pathetic statement of the extent of his 
duties, was almost too much for some of our visitors. 

The festive meal over, everyone followed his own incli- 
nation ; some went in for boating, others performed various 
antics on tricycles, the more sedate enjoyed a contemplative 
pipe, whilst one or two patriotic members urged on their 
fellows the solemn duty of entering at once for the Club 
MUe. 

As we were all, comparatively speaking, so near home 
there was no need to hurry off, and it was not until the 
twilight began to gather that the last men turned their 
backs on the scene of our very pleasant gathering. 

The S.E. (Croydon Division) left the Fire Station at 4.30, 
and went ind Mitcham Common and Merton over some 
rather rough roads. The racing men of our party indulged 
in hard spurting wherever they found the surface good 
enough, while some of the men in the rear appeared to find 
it rather tough work to keep them in sight. The flyers 
were training for the race for the District Challenge Cup, 
so they were encouraged by the D.C, to put the pace on 
as much as they liked. The S.E. will not have their old 
and favourite champion to fight for them this year ; but it 
is hoped that next year, and for many years to come, he 
will again enter the lists, and help to maintain our reputa- 
tion on the path. It will be seen that The O'Reilly did 
not think Brighton too remote a starting place for this run, 
and it would be very gratifying if several other members 
of this District would follow his example, and come, and 
let us have their company. Several old members might 
take this to heart, and some of the new ones, too. The 
return journey was made through Ewell and Sutton, and 
home reached in good time. 

Present : 

TF.— W. K. Adam, M. H. Jephson, W. E. Naylor, A. L. 
Radford, E. Scott, W. Silk, 0. Thorn, W. T. Thorn, 
Messrs. A. B. Cowtan, 6. Coxon, J. Gladding, and E. Kent 
(visitors), and Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 

8. W.—G. H. Gibbs, R. M. Gruggen, F. P. Leon, T. A. 
Sergeant, H. H. Sherriff, C. Taylor, Mr. Alex. Buckler 
(visitor), and Abthub E. Buckler, District Captain. 

8.E.—G. A. Brown, F. E. Gerich, S. Herbert, W. Johns, 
J. Kinder, The O'Reilly, J. C. Oswald, A. L. Potter, H. N. 
Sharp, D. R. Smith, S. E. WheaUer, C. B. Wheeler, 
W. Wyndham, Messrs. K H. Brown (C.U.Bi.C.), A. Potter, 
and H. L. Saltonstall (visitors), and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

Blackheath Division. 
The run to Upminster, in which four members took part, 
was without any noteworthy incident, but any lack of 



novelty was amply compensated for by the events of the 
return journey, when the party had been swelled to six by 
the addition of Rucker and Fred Williams. In order to 
escape Woolwich and neighbourhood, it was resolved to 
return by Purfleet and Dartford, a route known only to 
very few of the more ambitious and amphibious members 
of the S.E. After a most pleasant time spent in the 
company of our hosts, a start was made at eight p.m., and 
Purfleet reached by some of the best of Essex lanes, the 
only interruption being a somewhat severe spill by Rucker, 
who missed a pedal when going over 20 miles an hour, he 
having been tempted into the bad practice of spurting on 
the road by Middleton and Smith. The fall looked about 
as bad as one could wish to see, but the rider escaped 
with some scratches and bruises, and the machine was 
quickly pulled into shape so that it showed no signs what- 
ever of the calamity. By the time we reached Purfleet it 
was nine o'clock, and the tide proved to be dead low, so 
that the regular ferry boat was Ijring high and dry on the 
mud; however, we chartered two boats and three men 
(the hardy crew of a trim-built steam dredge) to put us 
across for five shillings. The machines were placed hori- 
zontally one on the other, four in one boat and two in the 
other ; this was done with much difiiculty, as the larger boat 
could not get nearer than a yard from the pier, and when 
finally stacked they looked as if they would have to remain 
so for all time. After fifteen minutes rowing we reached 
the Kentish shore, and now began our real pleasure. The 
tide was so low that fifteen feet of real Thames mud inter- 
vened between the water and the causeway, and the smaller 
boat could not approach nearer than six feet from the edge 
of the water, the larger one grounding even sooner. After 
vainly trying to get nearer, Middleton boldly jumped into 
the liquid ooze, and the first machine was put overboard 
into the water and mud, sinking in nearly over the hind 
wheel ; before all had gone through the same process it was 
ten o'clock, so that the crossing had occupied one hour ! 
We now found ourselves at the " Long Reach Tavern," a 
lonely inn frequented only by shipwrecked bargees and 
occasional prize-fight parties ; starting thence in the pitch 
dark we had two miles to ride across a marsh, on an 
irregular footpath with a deep rut on either side ; however, 
this and other difficulties were surmounted, and Dartford 
was reached at eleven o'clock. All then made straight for 
their various homes, distant from nine to fifteen miles, and 
are believed to have reached them at hours varying from 
midnight to 1.30 a.m. Present ; Day, Marten, Middleton, 
Rucker, S. P. Smith, and F. M. Williams. 

A TOUR THROUGH THE MIDLANDS AND WALES. 
(Continued from page 111.) 
Wednesday, September 14. Early breakfast, and started 
westwards down the valley on the south side of the river, 
which we left after two or three miles, bending southward 
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with distant and intermittent views of the sea and coast. 
Road much better, and fairly level until near Harlech (9). 
Here we stopped to examine the Castle, an extensive ruin 
of the time of the first Edward, elegant in proportions, and 
carefully preserved. The view to the northward, embracing 
the Carnarvonshire shore, with numberless headlands and 
peaks all glimmering in the bright sunlight, and enriched 
with varying purple hues, was a picture to be treasured in 
the memory. The Snowdon range of mountains, distant 
some twenty miles, was in full view, except that "the 
Monarch" wore his customary cap of cloud until later in the 
day. From Harlech to Barmouth the road runs, with 
many moderate ups and downs, in view of the sea at some 
distance. It is excessively rough, large fixed stones being 
thickly studded about the surface, the solid rock now and 
then protruding for further variety. In several places we 
were glad to walk, and no pace was practicable. The road, 
gradually winding round the base of a line of hills, discloses 
first the estuary on which Barmouth is placed, and then the 
town itself, covered on the land side by precipitous rocks. 
We put up for midday meal at the " Barmouth Hotel " 
(T.C.) Style rough ; flavour, Margate. Each of us fell 
in with friends in the town, which led to some detention. 
A notable feature of the place is a railway bridge, which 
crosses the wide mouth of the river Mawddach, combining 
a promenade foot-bridge, from which splendid views are ob- 
tained looking up the river. About five we resumed our 
way ; the road, still rough with jerky ascents, running in- 
land on the north side of the river. At from six to seven 
miles we crossed the river by Penman Pool railway bridge, 
saving a mile over the old road, and in due time, if not 
good time, reached Dolgelly. Total distance 29^ miles. 
" Royal Ship Hotel" (B.T.C.) reputed the best, but accom- 
modation indifferent. 

Thursday, September 15. Stayed at Dolgelly to explore 
the neighbourhood, which is very charming. The town is 
the dingiest and dullest we have seen. Inclination would 
have led us to ascend Cader Idris, the most notable Welsh 
mountain after Snowdon, and which is easily reached firom 
here ; but one of us was forbidden on account of an ancient 
sprain to attempt rock work, so we agreed to stop short of 
actual mountaineering. As soon as breakfast was dispatched 
we set off for a hill walk. We left the town by the Bala 
road, soon striking into another road to the north at a 
higher level, and at about two miles entered a drive leading 
upwards through Nannau Park. Nearly half an hour more 
brought us to a pretty mountain lake called Llyn Cynwch, 
above which rise the eminences known as Moel Cynwch and 
Moel Orthrwm ; the slopes of these are encircled for nearly 
two miles by a pathway which bears the name of the Precipice 
Walk, affording numberless charming and varied prospects of 
valley and mountain, wood, sea, and river. On the summit of 
Moel Orthrwm is an extensive ancient British fortification or 
camp. From here a very complete view is obtained ; the Cader 


range, in form like an embattled wall, towering near on the 
south, the Snowdon mountains (which as it happened were 
then quite free from clouds), far away to the north, the lake 
at our feet, and the splendid estuary of the Maw ending 
with the sea at Barmouth, forming a marvellous landscape. 
The distance from Dolgelly round the Precipice Walk and 
back appeared to be from eight to nine miles. This walk 
admits of infinite j^ariation after reaching the hills. 

In the afternoon we went for what is called locally " the 
Torrent Walk." It is approached by a lane leading from 
the Machynlleth road about one and a half miles from the 
town. It commences at a wicket gate, at which you enter a 
wood, and mount, alternately by a steep path and by steps, 
the side of a mountain stream, the torrent bounding over big 
boulders beneath, while ferns and wild flowers spring from 
every cleft and crevice, and the most luxuriant of lichens 
and mosses cover everything. It is a delicious walk for a 
hot day. It is about a mile in length. Near the top is a 
picturesque waterfall. Then the path joins the Machynlleth 
road at about two and a half miles from Dolgelly. 

Friday, September 16th. Started by the road which we 
had taken yesterday afternoon, running south-easterly and 
level for a mile, ihen bending and rising over a buttress of 
Cader Idris for two miles, mostly unrideable. From the 
" Cross Foxes " (about three miles), in a westerly direction, 
entered another valley, rough and bare, rideable for some 
distance, then more steep ascent till the head of a pass was 
reached at about five and a half mUes. We were now on 
the south side of the Cader range, and more immediately 
under it than at Dolgelly, but it appears difficult of access 
in this direction. From the top of the pass a steep descent, 
rideable with much care, runs down a narrow gorge, widen- 
ing somewhat into a picturesque valley. Below us was a 
pretty secluded lake called Tally Linn, some two miles in 
length. Beyond it the valley runs towards the sea near 
Towyn. Lmrr. 
(To be continued.) 

RAVINGS OF A 'CYCLOMANIAC.^No. IX. 

Whether it has something to do with the inconstant moon, 
or because my mind (!) has been occupied with other 
matters, I've not had a rave on paper for some time. I 
will get my raving stool ready (a bicycle saddle on an 
adjustable stand), place myself thereupon, and the tiles in 
my upper story will become loose at once. 

Tempted by an advertisment, I sent to Doncaster for one 
of Showler's choice patent leather collars. They are made 
in four varieties — black and white stripes, blue and white 
stripes, all blue, and all white. The all blue is the best for 
those who wear coloured collars. The white one is hardly 
white, but a kind of cream-collar (no, cream-co&mr.) People 
might be taken in by the blue one, but the cream-coloured 
collar is palpably a sham, for truly " there is nothing like 
leather." If anyone wishes for perspiration-proof collars 
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and cuffs the celluloid waterproof linen known as " the ever- 
clean " will suit them well, for they are like street Arabs, 
all the better for repeated washing. 

The late Bath trial naturally now enters my mind, and 
it reminds me of the new beef and coca lozenges, warranted 
to enable any man to do his hundred miles a day. How 
much use they may be I cannot say. I sent for a box and 
devoured three of the lozenges one day^ter riding thirty 
miles against a strong wind over very loose and heavy roads, 
and certainly felt better during the rest of my journey 
(considerably under the hundred), but this may have been 
due to the beef more than to the coca. Be&re these lozenges 
came out I used always to carry with me on a tour a certain 
quantity of extract of beef. Many of the readers of the 
Gazettb may know from experience what it is to be too 
done and too thirsty to care to eat. Under such cir- 
cumstances there is nothing to equal a bowl of soup 
to set a man on his legs again, and also there are few things 
so difficult to get at a moment's notice. This can be re- 
medied by carrjdng some extract with you. A teacup full 
of hot water and some pepper and salt, and there you are. 
A small silver snuff-box has done duty as a soup-carrier on 
several tours — it will hold enough for four cups of soup. 
Of the various extracts. Brand's, sold in skins or cases, is 
the best. Extract of Beef can also be got in cakes from 
Whitehead and Co, but is rather sticky, and most certainly 
smells disagreeably. Eopfs Beef Lozenges, sold in tins, for 
the pocket, are exceedingly good. When riding, lozenges 
make one's mouth very dry and sticky, and it will be found 
best to cut them up and make them into soup, with hot 
water, at the first inn. Howes, of Cambridge, sells a useful 
pocket case containing nickel-plated button hook, corkscrew, 
leather-punch gimlet, and screwdriver with handle to hold 
any one of the weapons. It is of French make. The case, 
when closed, is three inches long by one deep, and one and 
a half broad. Any one of the weapons can be carried in- 
side the handle, as in the ordinary pocket corkscrews. The 
screwdriver is a tool often wanted by a bicyclist, and to 
carry one with one saves knife-blades. Of course everyone 
has tried the Cyclists' Trouser Fastenem The points are 
painfully sharp, and it is well to nip their noses off, else, 
like the domestic cat, they scratch. For fastening coat 
tails, or the front flaps of ordinary coats, they are very 
useful. Another use to which they can be put is to fasten 
up a roll of clothes before sliding it into the M.I. P. They 
have one great advantage — they are very cheap. A stylo 
pen is a useful thing on a tour, as the pens in commercial and 
coffee-rooms are generally bad. A letter case, containing 
note paper, envelopes, stamps, post cards, and telegraph forms, 
takes up very little room in either bag or pocket. Dressing 
cases are luxuries indulged in by some. A small leather one, 
price one guinea, which came, I think, from Maynard's, is 
very small, fitting into the bottom of the M.I.P., and being 
one inch deep, and holds all that anyone can want. Once 



upon a time, in a fit of more than ordinary insanity, I con- 
structed for myself a map desk to fasten under the head- 
screw lock-nut and project forward at a convenient slope. 
I have it before me as I write. It was made — of all things 
in the world — out of an artist's broken palette. A hole for 
the head-screw was cut at one end, and the desk then 
fastened down in its place by the lock-nut. On the front 
the map or road route was placed, and held there by two 
broad elastic bands. The failure consists in the fact that 
you can't distinguish a single name on the map, because 
the desk shakes about so much from the roughness of the 
road. I was reminded of this dodge by seeing in a paper 
an advertisement of a bicycle and tricycle book-rest. I 
sent for one. It came. A deal bracket, with a galvanised 
iron bracket-piece, and I was directed by the maker to 
"place books on board, fasten with the straps, and secure 
bracket to head of machine with copper wire" (through the 
hole in fastening). The affair is evidently the modem 
bicycling schoolboy's satchel. Not being a schoolboy I 
shall remove the straps and use them for something else. 
There 'aint no points about that there book rest, as an 
American would remark. Lamplugh and Brown's new 
Don tool-bag holds a good deal and will strap down tight 
to the spring, but Challis's Registered Tool Pouch is, I 
think, better. Writing of Ghallis reminds me of bells. 
The "Facile" stop-bell is very good indeed, and quite 
worth getting, only take care to get a No. 1, not a No. 2 ; 
the first fixes to the handle bar, the second under the nut 
at the head. No. 1 has an open fixing jaw, which can be 
secured at any angle to the handle-bar by means of a screw 
stud. The left-hand side is the best for the bell, as it is 
not then in the way of the brake-lever. The bell should 
be canted up at such an angle that the clapper touches the 
bell at the side next to the rider when the bicycle is on 
level ground. This cannot be done with a No. 2, as the 
bracket being screwed under the lock nut is always at right 
angles to the front fork ; and, besides, it is always objec- 
tionable to have anything under a lock nut. The Facile is 
an open bell. The clapper is hung on a chain passing 
through a hole in the top of the belL This can be drawn 
up and fastened by an elastic ring passing over the fixing 
stud, and the clapper is thus drawn into a cup at the top 
of the bell, where it cannot move. The bell can thus be 
completely silenced. For crowded streets, two bells — one 
on each handle — clears the road like the Hi ! hi " of the 
fire-engine driver ; better, even, than a Barriphone ! I 
never had a Barriphone ! I am mad — but — I only have a 
picture of one. It can be blown at once, no practice 
required. It is strongly made, and nickel-plated, and you 
can — ^yes ! — ^you can tie yourself to it with a green, or red, 
or blue, or yellow cord and taasek Galley-Bell. 



GuAKGE OF Address. — ^Alfiped Henry's address is now 
" Laburnum Cottage, Richmond Bead, Staines." 
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ECHOES. 

There is some chance of a Club Photo at Ewell, the 
weather and the " funny men " being propitious. 

The St. Albans group is very fair, considering the weather 
and the lateness of the hour. It contains very good like- 
nesses of The O'Reilly, H. R. Reynolds, Gruggen, Weeks, 
Gibbs, Long, C. A. Brown, J. S. Wliatton, Dalton, Braby, 
Hawley, Jephson. Nops, etc. Rucker and Godlee beam 
modestly from the background. The Captain and Treasurer 
look very gloomy — the cares of oflSce, probably— and the 
Secretary has not sat so still as he might have done. The 
Cambridge men smile happily on ; Darrell particularly 
is nothing but a misty smile, like Alice's Cheshire cat. 
Schmettau's pipe appears in solitary grandeur, and Mary 
the housemaia beams on everybody from a first-floor 
window. 

J. S. Whatton's riding at the Palace on Saturday looks 
as if the L.B.C. had some chance of a championship ; and 
with F. L. Adam and C. A. Brown coming on, the L.B.C. 
need not sit in dust and ashes as far as racing is concerned. 

• ••••• 

It is to be hoped we may have fine weather for our 
Annual Race Meeting next Saturday. Those members who 
never come to it little know what a pleasant afternoon they 
miss. 

• •••«• 

A Colony of Oxford L.B.C. men has been founded at 
Surbiton this week. 

• ••••• 

" Zulu" and a Scotch friend, having started from Croydon 
to ride to Glasgow, report their route as under : — " Started 
from Croydon via Hampton Court and Harrow— calling at 
St. Albans for the Joint Meet and to be photo'ed — to 
Dunstable ; then on to Northampton, Bosworth, Leicester, 
Loughboro', where ' Big Paul ' was cast, and Derby ; all cood 
roads with the exception of the middle of the towns, which 
are paved and are " cobbley." From Derby, through 
Chesterfield with the crooked church steeple, Sheffield, 
Bradford, Skipton, and Settle, the roads are hilly, very 
bad macjldam, little scenery, and smoky ; but from Settle, 
through Eirkby Lonsdale, to Kendal, makes one forget 
all previous imperfections, and both calms and ex- 
hilarates. At Rydal, Wordsworth's grave is to be seen. 
The hill down into Keswick is far too steep to be 
ridden — 'cyclist killed there last year ; from there to Carlisle 
the road is perfect— cathedral worth seeing. From Carlisle 
the road runs through Gretna Green — ^which one associates 
with blacksmiths and runaway marriages — Lockerbie, and 
Lanark, to Glasgow, surface splendid. The distance is 
something under 450 miles, nearly every inch interesting, 
and well worth anybody's time. The B.T.C. hotels were 
always chosen, and were invariably the best." Further 
particulars can be had, if required, from " Zulu." 

Raleigh Hill still remains a sort of Matterhom among 
peaks. A most determined though unsuccessful assault 
was made upon it one day last week by some of the boldest 
hill-climbers among our Essex men, but the palm still rests 
with the member for Orpington. 

«•»«•• 

The Nor*- Western practical joker has now a formidable 
rival in the N.E., and must look to his laurels. At any 



rate the Northern Guide himself would not haVe scorned 
the happy conceit which led our Essex wag to beguile his 
following into tli3 middle of a farmyard, wlieuce the only 
exit lay down the dry bed of a mountain torrent. So rocky 
was it that when our two heavy weights collided and 
clattered to the ground the noise of their fall, though 
they were close among us, was drowned in the terrible din 
ot rattling lan^ps and bearings. 

• * • • • • • 

Rucker enlivened the homeward journey of the Black- 
heathens by a first-rate header. He went over the. handles 
beautifully, and very cheaply too, for it only cost about a 
square inch of flesh, with a bruise or two thrown in. 

• • • • * • • 

Next time the six S.R men who returned home ma 
Furfleet cross the Thames with their machines, they won't 
choose the route they did at low water. It is somewhat 
tantalising to find your boat aground and fifteen feet of 
Thames mud between you and the landing place. 

Two unfortunate members whose lamps went out from 
various causes, lost their way in the dark on Dartford Heath, 
and after riding about five miles up hill found themselves 
at Birchwood Comer instead of Bexley, at about 12.30 a.m. 

• •••«• 

Our youngest member wants to know why during the tea 
at the conjoint Upminster run our oldest and most respected 
officers found it necessary so frequently to leave the 
banqueting hall in pursuit of imaginary tankards of ale. 

• •«••• 

Those absent from " The Bell," XJpminster, on Saturday 
lost a good deal The old church well repaid a visit, the 

giano was irreproachable, and the fair daughters of our 
ost gave a grace to the meal. At least so our susceptible 
youngest member tells your friend Rambler. 



To the Editor of the London Bicu^l^ Clvh Gazette, 

Sir, — Our excellent " W. X. W." who replies to your^ 
correspondent " Cassiopeia," is an optimist whose theories 
cannot be shaken even by the lo^ic of hard facts. In spite 
of past deficits on race meetings he would still cling 
confidingly to the policy of the past, and, hoping against 
hope, would expect members to purchase tickets for friends 
in return for the liberality which gives free passes to 
themselves. 

With due submission to the Race Meeting Committee, 
whose opportunities for forming an opinion are better than 
my own, I would suggest with " Cassiopeia " that in future 
no free tickets be issued for our race meetings. I do not 
think this would lessen the attendance at our sports, but 
rather increase it ; since human nature, being the same all 
the world over, is apt to set slight value upon that which 
costs it nothing. Eucaltftus. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contribations mcst be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.O. Gazette, 
' S5, Eastcheap, £.0.,** and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
Uter than Tuesday a; S.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— June 22, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

For the conTenience of the oiBcers and other members, it 
is proposed to compile a list of all members who have 
changed their addresses since the Blue Book was pubUshed. 
A list of all the men who have been elected since, with 
their addresses, will also be published. 

Members who have changed their addresses, and who 
have not already signified tlie change to the Editor, are 
requested to do so on or before the 3rd of July. It will be 
advisable to state if the new address is only temporary or 
not, and if the former how long it will probably stand good 
for. 



CALL TO THE BAB. 
In the list't)ublished in the Times of gentlemen called to 
the Bar by the Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, 
on the 21st instant, appears the name ^'T. E. Scrutton, 
M.A. LL.B. London University, B.A. LL.B. Cambridge 
University, Fellow of University College London, Whewell 
Scholar of Cambridge Univerity, Barstow Law Scholar, 
1882." 



GEIIERAL MEET AT EWELL. 
It has been decided to hold a General Meet at Ewell on 
the 1st proximo, to which the especial attention of members 
is directed. 



The arrangements will be as usual, that is to say : — 

The N.K leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 sharp, ride to 
"Jack Straw's" where they join the N.W., who meet at 
4.0 ; the two Districts ride together to Kew where they 
join the W., who meet at the " Coach and Horses" at 5.0^ 
and the three Districts ride together to Kingston, where 
they join the S.W., who meet at Kingston Station at 5.30 ; 
and all four Districts ride together to Ewell. 

S.E. Blackheath Division leave Lewisham Church at 3.30, 
and ride to Central Croydon Station, where the Croydon 
Division meet at 4.30, and the combined Districts ride 
together to Ewell. 

Arrangements will be made for tea at the " Glyn Anns," 
as usual. No District is expected to give any other more 
than ten minutes' grace. There will be a full moon, which 
should help us home. An effort has been made to fix upon 
a more convenient place than Ewell for the General Meet, 
as the distance to this place is rather far for our Northern 
members. Unfortunately the proprietors of the inns at 
Teddington and Hampton Court decline to entertain us, so 
we have no alteniative but to go to Ewell. 

The District Captains. 



A CONTINENTAL TOUR. 
A party of five (three of L.B.C.) start for a tour down 
the Rhine about July 22nd for a fortnight, and are anxious 
to obtain a sixth member. Anyone wishing to accompany 
them will oblige by applying by letter to H. H. SherriflF, 
Holly House, Mortlake. 
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BICYCLE UNION. 

BxFOBff or A Mnrmfa or thi Enounvx eild at thi Omois, 
17, iBOKMOiroBB Laki, Juira 20th, 1882. 

Mr. Milner, Hon. Sec. to Local Championship Committee, 
attended to receive instructions, etc., etc. 

Engaged on revision of Local Centre Rules. 

Several cases of Amateurism were brotlght before the 
Executive for decision. 

Wm. Ptb-English, Hon. Sec. 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB VERSUS CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY BICYCLE CLUB. 

(Specially Reported,) 

Cambridge having been the victors in the Inter-'Varsity 
Races, and Oxford having notwithstanding beaten the 
L.B.C. in rather a hollow fashion this year, as a logical 
deduction there appeared little chance for us last Thursday 
evening, June 22nd, in our Annual Match with the 
C.U.Bi.C., held at Surbiton. Our men undoubtedly did 
their best, but their opponents were too strong, and after 
some magnificent racing succeeded in gaining all three 
events. There was a good attendance of members and 
their friends present, including many ladies, while the 
weather fortunately cleared up for the evening and no rain 
fell, although a strong wind blew while the first two races 
were taking place, but, gradually slackening, it dropped 
altogether towards the close of the Fifteen Miles. 

The Cambridge men — looking all very fit — ^rode with 
great judgment, and, of course, practised their usual team- 
riding" tactics. The riding of the Cambridge men, especially 
Day and the elder Whatton, was much admired ; but we 
fancy the practice of taking the feet from the pedals after 
a " tablecloth " finish to be a dangerous one, and ought not 
to be indulged in when a comer comes so soon after the 
finishing post. Although defeated, we can once more have 
the consolation of knowing that the majority of our con- 
querors are also L.B.C. mea 6. P. Coleman was time- 
keeper, and W. Cornell, of the Wanderers, acted as judge. 
Full particulars of the racing wiU be found below. 

Onb Mile Race. 

Heat 1 : J. S. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C., beat Harold Smith, 
L.B.C. Whatton received the inside position as our visitor, 
but soon after the start Smith managed to get the lead. 
The Cambridge crack rapidly regained it, however, and, 
coming away at the top of the last straight with a mag- 
nificent dash, won by twenty yards. Time, 3 min. 0| sec. 

Heat 2 : G. D. Day, C.U.Bi.C., beat C. A. Brown, L.B.C. 
This was a waiting race, as Day was content to lead at a 
moderate pace until half through the last lap, when both 
began to spurt, but. Brown missing his treadle, the Cam- 
bridge captain won easily by twenty yards. Time, 3 min. 
8| sec. 



Heat 3 : A. B. W. Whatton beat F. L. Adam, L.B.C. 
A close race throughout, although Adam lost ground occa- 
sionally by riding wide at the comers. Whatton, who was 
leading, spurted in the final straight and won by ten yards. 
Time, 3 min. 4f sec. 

FouB Milbs Race. 

J. S. Whatton> C.U.Bi.C, 1 ; J. F. Griffith, L.B.C., 2 ; 
C. A. E. Pollock, C.U.Bi.C, 3 ; E. H. Brown, C.U.Bi.C, 4 ; 
H. Smith, L.B.C., 6 ; 0. Thorn, L.B.C., 6. Pollock led at 
the conclusion of the first mile (3 min. 18 sec), with Griffith 
and Smith lying behind, and everybody close up. At the 
end of the second mile (6 min. 50 sec.) Thorn was leading, 
with Brown second; these two changed places, and the 
end of the third mile (10 min. 9 sec.) saw all the three 
Cambridge men in front, led by Whatton. In the middle 
of the last mile Griffith, who had been riding behind, began 
to run through the men in front, and at a lap and a half 
from home drew level with Whatton. A grand race then 
ensued until the last straight was reached, where Whatton, 
coming away with a splendid burst, won by twenty yards. 
Time, 13 min. 9} sec. About thirty yards divided Griffith 
from the Cambridge men behind ; Smith and Thorn some 
distance in the rear, feeling the effects of their recent 
tumbles. The last mile took only 3 min. Of sec., — ^rather 
fast, taking the wind into consideration. Last lap 40f sec. 
The Cambridge team therefore won this event by thirteen 
points to eight. 

Fifteen Miles Race. 

G. D. Day, C.U.Bi.C, 1 ; J. F. Griffith, L.B.C, 2 ; H. R. 
Reynolds, L.B.C, 3 ; F. B. Westcott, CU.Bi.C, 4 ; H. Muir, 
CU.Bi.C., 5 ; C. A. Brown, L.B.C., 6. In this race the men 
were all in a cluster from start to finish, Day leading at the 
end of the first mile, but persistently remaining second 
throughout nearly the whole of the race, allowing either 
Muir or Reynolds to be pace makers to him until the last 
mile began. The ptu^e then increased, and Griffith, who had 
been riding in the rear, came up, and in the last lap led 
Day by a foot. A close race took place, but Day succeeded 
in getting away at the finish, and won by ten yards. The 
time for the last mile was 3 min. 1^ sec, and for the last 
lap 40f sec. Times : One mile, 3 min. 16f sec. ; two, 
6 min. 34} sec. ; three, 9 min. 54 sec. ; four, 13 min. 3f sec. ; 
five, 16 min. 28 sec. ; six, 19 min. 47 sec. ; seven, 23 min. 
6^ sec. ; eight, 26 min. 25f sec. ; nine, 29 min. 47f sec. ; 
ten, 33 min. 6 sec. ; eleven 36 min. 272 sec. ; twelve, 39 min. 
48 j sec. ; thirteen, 43 min. 9 sec. ; fourteen, 46 min. 26| 
sec. ; fifteen, 49 min. 27j sec. The Cambridge men won 
this race by eleven points, as against ten points gained by 
the L.B.C., but in the final spurt the men were all so very 
close on one another's hind wheels that Brown became 
accidentally shut out by Westcott, and had to ease up in 
his spurt ; otherwise these figures would probably have been 
reversed. 
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THE ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
(By our Special Bsporter.) 
In fine, though threatening weather, our Eighth Annual 
Race Meeting took place at the Stamford Bridge Grounds 
on Saturday last. The actual numbers present have not 
yet been ascertained, but we imagine that the atttendance 
was larger than usual, if not a best on record ; and we are 
confident that the L.B.C. have never had a larger number 
of the gentler sex present to watch the prowess of their 
racing elite. It was altogether a most enjoyable afternoon, 
and though at one time we thought our enjoyment would 
be marred by W. T. Hill's unfortunate fall, we were quickly 
reassured when we saw that he was able to walk to the 
pavilion. 

Mr. G. L. Hillier officiated as judge, Arthur Adam as 
starter, G. P. Coleman as timekeeper, W. A. Smith and 
H. G. A. Brown as lap-takers, Theo. Godlee, W. J. Wil- 
liams, and N. B. Morris as clerks of the course, and L. A. 
Wynne, W. T. Thorn, and C. H. F. Christie as referees. 
The handicap was framed, as usual, by the Race Committee. 
Ladiks' Challkngb Pbizb. 
Although six men had entered for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prize, only four came to the post, and consequently the 
two heats were combined. This waa rather unfortunate, as 
a great many people came rather after the time advertised 
for the meeting to commence, as they imagined they would 
only miss the heats and would be in plenty of time to see 
the final later in the afternoon. C. A. E. Pollock, H. Smith, 
W. K. Adam, and 0. Thorn started, and finished in the 
order named. Pollock did not make his effort till he had 
passed the Orchard Corner, and tlien came away and won 
by about a length. Only a few yards separated the second 
and third. Time, 6 min. 16J sec. 

Okb Mile Handicap. 
Heat 1 : M. H. Jephson, 50 yards start, 1 ; L. B. Rey- 
nolds, 120, 2 ; W. T. HiU, 150, 3. Won by half a dozen 
lengths. Hill close up. Time, 2 min. 56^ sec. 

Heat 2 : T. Godlee, 120 yards start, 1 ; F. L. Adam 
50, 2 ; S. P. Smith, 200, 3. The N.E. District Captain 
won by about twenty yards. Time, 2 min. 59 j sec. 

Heat 3 : H. M. Hewitt, 130 yards start, 1 ; D. R. Smith, 
85, 2 ; S. Herbert, 160, 3 ; C. A. E. PoUock, 50, 0. Won 
by a couple of lengths, Herbert not far off. Time, 2 min. 
bli sec. We hope Herbert will emulate his brother, and 
that we may often see him on the path. 

Heat 4 : H. R. Reynolds, J 00 yards start, 1 ; R S. Price, 
130, 2 ; H. Smith, 50, 3 ; A. Lloyd, 170, 0. The enamelled 
medallist had to ride very hard to beat our Hon. Sec, and 
eventually won by about six inches. Smith and Lloyd close 
up. We fancy Price regrets that pipe he smoked at Sur- 
biton, and which we begged him to put out at the time. 
Time, 2 mm. 53} sec. 

Heat 5 : C. A. Brown, 70 yards start, 1 ; H. N. Sharp, 
160, 2 ; H. A. Des Voeux, 110, 3 ; W. K. Adam, scratch, ; 



A. S. Morris, 170, 0. Contrary to expectation the "coming 
man of the S.E. " beat Harry Sharp by a yard, H. A. Des Voeux 
close up. Time, 2 min. 5d| sec. 

FINAL HEAT. 

H. R Reynolds 1 

C. A. Brown 2 

H. M. Hewitt ... 3 

Theo. Godlee « 

M. H. Jephson 

A grand race, won after a well-fought finish by a few feet, 
about two yards between second and third. Time, 2 min. 
54| sec. 

Two Miles Handicap (Open). 
Heat 1 : A. J. Sutlierland, Temple B.C, 240 yards start, 
1 ; W. E. Milner, Belsize B.C., scratch, 2 ; G. R. Oxx, 
Surrey B.C., 300, 3; W. X Reilly, L.A.C., 50, 0; L. T. 
Iversen, Arion B.C., 160, 0; G. E. Harding, Golden Eagle 
B.C., 180, 0. Won by about two and a half lengths from 
the scratch man ; thirty yards between second and third. 
Time, 6 min. 1^ sec. 

Heat 2 : R. J. Reece, Civil Service B.C., 70 yards start, 
1 ; E. H. Brown, C.U.Bi.C, 200, 2 ; D. R. Smith, L.B.C., 
140, 3 ; J. T. Collier, Kestrel B.C., 180, 0. Reece caught 
Brown one hundred yards from the finish, and won easily ; 
D. R. Smith fifty yards behind. Time, 6 min. 6| sec. 

Heat 3 : H. R. Reynolds, L.B.C., 160 yards start, 1 ; 
H. Keen, Chelsea B.C., 140, 2 ; J. D. Butler, Danes B.C., 
40, 3 ; W. L. Tebby, Temple B.C., 230, ; C. J. Cousins, 
Guildhall B.C., 270, 0. Reynolds had some trouble to get 
away from Keen, but eventually won by half a length. 
Time, 6 min. lOJ sec. 

Heat 4 : R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 40 yards start, 
1 ; L. B. Reynolds, L.B.C., 190, 2 ; T. Godlee, L.B.C., 240, 
3 ; A. H. Greeuway, Swallow B.C., 150, ; A. T. Lovett, 
Hastings B.C., 180, 0; J. H, Ellis, Hammersmith B.C., 230, 
0. Woolnough went ahead in the last lap and won by a 
few yards ; Reynolds about eight lengths in front of Godlee. 
Time, 6 min. 9| sec. 

Heat 5 : M. J. R. Dundas, I Zingari B.C., 40 yards start, 
1 ; A. L. Bowes, Arion B.C., 250, 2 ; H. M. Wesson, Bel- 
grave B.C., 230, 3 ; H. Muir, L.B.C., 100, 0. A capital 
race ; won by a length. Time, 6 min. 10} sec. 



FINAL HEAT. 



Milner 
Woolnough 
Sutherland 
Dundas ... 
Reece 

Reynolds .. 



1 

2 
8 






Milner and Woolnough caught Sutherland in the last lap, 
the former winning by a length, Sutherland half a length 
behind Woolnough. Time, 6 min. 0} sec. 

Thb Distmot Raob.— Tbn Miles. 
The West District started first favourite, and although 
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from a rumour that W. E. Adam was not well enough to 
start the supporters of the S.E. had begun to think their 
cause was not so desperate, no one seemed to doubt that 
the holders would keep the cup. For our part we should 
like to see the N.W. or some other District, save the W. 
or S.E., win it. The race would be much more exciting if 
it had not degenerated into a match between two Districts. 
The race was, as usual, well contested, and although it was 
not long before it was evident which District would win, 
the interest was sustained to the last lap, as it seemed a 
very open question which District would have the honour 
of scoring first placa 

We append the leaders' names and times at the end of 
each mile : — 

MUe. 

1. Jephson, Pollock, H. Smith, G. A. Bro^n, Muir. Time, 

3 min. 6 sec. 

2. Jephson, Pollock, Smith, Brown, W. K. Adam. Time, 

6 min. 19f sec. 

3. Jephson, Pollock, Smith, Adam, Brown. Time, 9 min. 

35f sec. 

i. Smith, Adam, Brown, Jephson, Muir. Time, 12 min. 
51| sec. 

5. Jephson, Adam, Brown. Time, 16 min. 7 sec. 

6. Smith, Adam, Jephson, Brown. Time, 19 min. 24f sec. 

7. Smith, Jephson, Adam, Brown. Time, 22 min. 45 sec. 

8. Smith, Jephson, Adam, Brown. Time, 26 min. 8 sec. 

9. Jephson, Adam, Smith, Brown. Time, 29 min. 29} sec. 

Last lap, 44f sec. Jephson, Adam, Smith, Brown. 

10. M. H. Jephson (W.) 1 

W. K. Adam (W.) 2 

H. Smith (N.E.) 3 

C. A. Brown (S.K)... ... ... 4 

Won by twenty-five yards ; Smith five yards behind Adam. 
Time, 32 min. 34f sec. In the third lap of the fourth mile, 
some one collided with Hill and knocked Iiim over, Pollock 
coming to grief in endeavouring to avoid Hill. This 
considerably militated against good time being done, as 
most of the leaders eased up until it was ascertained no 
bones were broken. Time, 32 min. 34f sec. 

Fits Miles Soratch Bags (Open). 

The following came to the post : — Milner, Belsize B.C. ; 
Ellis, Hammersmith B.C. ; Butler, Danes B.C. ; Dundas, 
I Ziugari B.C. ; Woolnough. Rovers B.C. ; Reilly, L.A.C. ; 
Vesey, Surrey B.C. Vesey led at the end of the first mile 
(time, 3 min. 8 sec), but gave way to Dundas, who was in 
front when two miles had been covered (time, 6 min. 18f 
sec), Butler, Reilly, and Milner being close up. At the 
end of the third mile Vesey was again leading (time, 9 min. 
31 sec), with Woolnough and Butler not far ofif. When 
the fourth mile had been completed, Woolnough was to the 
fore (time, 12 min. 42^ sec), and in the last lap but one he 
went right away from the other men ; but Milner, lasting 
longer, caught him, and came away three hundred yards 



from home, and won by a little over a length, Butler some 
way behind. Ellis was distanced early in the race. 

W. E. Milner 1 

R. A. Woolnough 2 

J. D. Butler 3 

M. J. R. Dundas 

Time, 15 min. 42| sec. 
Mrs. Price kindly consented to give away the prizes to 
the successful competitors, and also handed the medals to 
the winners of the Bath Trial and the Cambridge University 
Match. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Bole 40 enact! that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Bacing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

July 1.— Starley Memorial Fund Sports at Coventry. 
1. — ^Blacldieath Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 
1.— Belgrave B.C., One Mile, Surbiton. 
8.— Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 
8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Binningham. 

8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 

13. — Bury St. Edmunds B.C. Second Annual Ama- 
teur Race Meeting. 

15. — L. A.C. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

22. — North Warwickshire B.C. Races at Aston. 
27. — ^Eastbourne B.C. Races at Eastbourne. 
27.— Crichton B.C. at Crystal Palace. 
29. — Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

Aug. 8, 9.— Victoria A.C. Sports, Stoke-on-Trent. 

10. — Teignmouth Bicycle Races. 
Sept. 2.— St. Paul's Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 

9. — Gresham Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 
9. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at OvaL 

9. — Nottingham B.C. Sports. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4. — ^L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
56-in. " Royal Challenge," ball bearings front wheel, and 
in thoroughly good order ; complete with lamp, etc. Price 
£18, will take £10.— R B. Hough, 151, Amhurst Road, 
Hackney. 

A copy of the photograph taken at St. Albans is now on 
view at 35, Eastcheap. The size is 8 by 10 inches, the 
price 4s 6d mounted. Orders to be sent to Mr. Horn, 
photographer, Shaftesbury Road, Richmond, Surrey. 
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FIXTURES FOE CLUB MEETS. 



July 1.— EWELL, GENEBAL MEET. See Notice, page 129. 



Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.K 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


July 8. 


Lea Bridge Rd. 3.80, 
Syborn's Comer 
8.45, for HoDDES- 

DON. 


"Jack Straw's 
CasUe" 8.45, for 
DioswEU. Hill. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Shbpfer- 
TON. Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for SflEPFEB- 
TOW. Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
East Gbinbtead. 
Meet Blaokheath 
Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for East 
Grikbtead. Meet 
Croydon Div. 


July 15. 


I Whip*8 Oroas 4.15, 
] Papsbohabk. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, for 
lOKSNHAK. Meet 

w. 


Savemake Cottage 

4.0, for lOKBNHAM. 

Meet N.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Reigate. 
Meet S.£. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Reigate. Meet 
S.W. and Black- 
heath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
3.80, for Reigate. 
Meet S.W. and 
Croydon Div. 




Lea Bridge Bd. 3.30, 
Sybom's Comer 
3.45, for Naye- 

BTOCK. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, for 
Little Bebk- 
hahfstead. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.30, for 
WisLKT Hut. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WisLET 
Hut. Picnic. Meet 
W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
RiVERHEAD. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for RiVEB- 
HEAD. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 



A TOUR THROUGH THE MIDLANDS AND WALES. 
(Continued from page 126.) 

Some disfcance short of the lake our road turned again 
southerly, and immediately we entered another valley 
and began another steep ascent lasting some two miles. 
From the top we ran down a lovely gorge, quite different 
in features from what we had yet seen. On each side were 
towering mountains, that on the right called Y-Briddell- 
Arw, 2190 feet. The gorge was at first precipitous, and 
lined with slate workings. Soon we passed a village with 
a name unspeakable, connected with the slate quarries, 
from which a toy railway runs down the valley. The run 
down continued at an easier gradient for several miles. It 
was all down hill till we crossed the river Dovey (or Afon 
Dyfi) and entered Machynlleth (16) on a slight elevation. 
Here we stopped for light lunch. Hotel Glendwyr (B.T.C. 
house) unpretending — there are better further on. Con- 
tinuing, a fairly level road ran down the Dovey valley 
without interruption, the river in view for some distance 
and the sea occasionally. After 24 miles it became more 
hilly. After 26 miles, through a large village and up to 
31 miles, the hills were incessant and troublesome; then 
an easier bit for nearly two miles, finishing with a very stiff 
ascent and a long dangerous descent ending with the streets 
of Aberystwith (34^). We rode through the chief business 
street to the sea front, and then the length of the Parade, 
near the northern extremity of which is the ''Queen's 
Hotel " (B.T.C). 'ITiis is a first-class hotel, modern, hand- 
some, and very well appointed and managed. There was 
an ''assembly" in the evening, in a very suitable hall 
within the building, but we were unable to attend, for 
sartorial if for no other reasons. 

Saturday, September 17. At Aberystwith. I should 
much like to know, Mr, Editor^ if your readers care for a 



description of the place, or whether, if I should attempt 
one, they will reflect on me, and perhaps even upon you, 
for a tendency to "padding." Well, to put it after the 
M.I. P. fashion, Aberystwith occupies something like a 
triangular position, on a low level, stretching across the 
mouth of the Rheiddol valley. The sea front — occupied by 
a rather imposing and uniform line of stone-built houses, 
looks upon a wide embanked road, so curved by the shore 
that the entire town front takes the form of a crescent. 
The shops are out of sight among the in-shore streets. On 
the north side the coast-line rises abruptly to a hill and 
cliffs some 500 feet high, from the top of which you might 
almost throw a stone into our hotel. Towards the southern 
end of the crescent is a pier. Beyond, on raised ground 
protruding seawards, are the remains of a castle with a 
history ; behind that a mole at the entrance to the river 
Rheiddol, forming a small port ; while, just beyond, hills 
rise and produce a bold coast-line to the southward. The 
bathing cannot be delightful, the foreshore being of loose 
stone. I should think the place open to the charge of 
dulness, but there are charming excursions. Chacon d son 
gout. 

The morning was occupied in overhauling and adjusting 
the 'cycles, in a shopping lounge, and in a call on the B.T. 
Consul, a young fellow who keeps a music shop, and from 
whom we got some good information about the roads 
inland. Afterwards we examined the castle ruins, and 
then tried a walk along the coast southward, but after 
struggling with adverse elements in the shape of drizzling 
showers we retired upon indoor occupations. 

Sunday, September 18. Another quiet day. In the 
afternoon we climbed Constitution Hill, above the hotel, 
but clouds and mist shut out all view. Spent some time 
after on the Parade, and took in a good deal of Atlantic 
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ozone. Dined^ as on previous days^ at the table S h6te of 
our hotel — very good, but dull. 

Monday, September 19. As usual much business before 
starting, but with pressure got oflF about nine, proposing to 
reach New Radnor. The road was up the Rheiddol Valley, 
mounting an elevated ridge ou the south side. Surface 
better than we had been used to, but wet ; generally uphill, 
but all rideable for between seven and eight miles ; then 
some two miles stiff ascent had to be walked, among splendid 
views, bringing us to a height of 970 feet above sea level. 
From here the road ran up and down, but descending on the 
whole, through wild scenery to Devil's Bridge Hotel (12j). 
The name arises from a curious, rude, and no doubt ancient 
bridge of one arch, thrown across a deep and savage chasm, 
at the bottom of which, 114 feet below, runs the stream of 
the Mynach. A modern bridge has been thrown across^ 
immediately above the old, which is for all purposes of 
utility superseded. Immediately below the bridge the 
Mynach leaps, in a succession of stages, making three distinct 
falls, with a total descent of 210 feet. There was a good 
body of water, and the surroundings are striking. These falls 
should certainly be seen by any tourist within reach. We 
concluded that they must be by far the best in the Princi- 
pality. There are other falls on the Rheiddol, which here 
joins the Mynach ; they are in fact visible at the same 
time, but they appeared inferior in proportions, and we did 
not inspect them closely. 

We ascertained here by a mere lucky chance that a road 
marked on the maps as running in an easterly direction on 
the south side of a mountain called Pen y Garu, and shown 
as the direct road to Rhayader, waa an impracticable track, 
and that we must take the road running northward in the 
Rheiddol valley, and accordingly we followed the latter. 
Some four miles further, through a wild valley with varied 
gradients, brought us, at a hamlet marked Afon Castell, to 
the direct road from Aberystwith. The milestones here 
showed this road to be three miles shorter than the distance 
we had ridden. A continuous ascent now commenced, 
running up a rocky valley. The road, exceedingly well 
constructed, was scoured by weather, leaving a solid but 
rough surface, which made progress slow and laborious. 
We contrived to keep our saddles for another mile or more, 
then pushed up, amidst savage scenery, to the summit of 
the pass (19) on a sharp ridge, apparently a shoulder of 
Plinlimmou (2460 feet), the summit of which should have 
been only about a mile away to the north. The pass is on the 
boundary of the counties Cardigan and Montgomery. The 
descent into the upper valley of the Wye (which has its 
source in Plinlimmon) was rideable at once, and we ran 
without obstacle to Llangurrig (26^). Before this the 
scenery lost its wildest character, but resumed some of its 
Highland appearance afterwards, exhibiting several varieties 
of charm before we reached Rhayader (36^). Halt for 
dinner at good hotel in centre of town. We had intended 



to go via New Radnor, but finding this would give us a 
good deal more climbing without equivalent, we decided to 
keep to the valley, and continued to follow the course of 
the river, through a prettily wooded and varied country, 
over a fair undulating road, to Builth (49^). Here we 
crossed the Wye into Breconshire, and stopped at the 
" Lion " (B.T.C.), immediately facing the bridge, — a good, 
quiet, old-world sort of house, the resort of sportsmen and 
anglers, who had wondrous tales to tell over the evening 
tobacco. 

Tuesday, September 20. C!ontinued course down the 
river valley on the Breconshire side, the road generally 
following the river closely for some miles with frequent 
undulations and some short sharp hills. The valley here is 
narrow, and this portion very picturesque. After ten miles 
it widens considerably, and the river is lost sight of, the 
road running through a flat open tract. The course thus 
far was nearly southerly. At about thirteen miles we 
reached the road from Brecon, and turning into it ran east- 
ward to Hay (18f ). Here we dined at the " Crown " (B.T.C.) 
— fair. On resuming, we continued on a similar and nearly 
level road for some four miles, then crossed to the left bank 
of the river and saw little more of it for the rest of the day. 
After this the weather became dull and threatening, and the 
air oppressive, the road indifferent, and with few points of 
interest. About Willersley (9) and beyond, there were some 
stifiish hills, trifling after those we had crossed yesterday, 
but enough with some other reasons to reduce our pace 
visibly. Neither of us seemed in good form. Near Bridge 
SoUars, or Bishopton, five or six miles from Hereford, 
passed an extensive park and a very handsome mansion. 
Approached Hereford for several miles over a perfect flat, 
rough and uuiuteresting. Total distance for the day only 
(39i). Stopped at the " Mitre " (B.T.C.) a capital house, 
were charged bebw T.C. tariff. We found that G. who we 
had arranged to meet us to-day, had arrived, and started 
some time before to look for us. Then we ascertained that 
there are three roads firom Hay. Fortunately he appeared 
in time for greetings over the evening meal. Night brought 
heavy rain, and apparently a complete break up of the 
weather. 

From Hereford new combinations were formed for the 
homeward journey, which may be noted on another day. 

The Welsh section of the tour was immensely enjoyed 
by both members, and they would recommend a similar 
route to anyone in search of good air and scenery and 
satisfied with moderate distances. 

LlETJT. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 

J. W. Wilson's address is now " Wyddrington, Birming- 
ham." 

Walter S. Meyer's address is at present 124, Wood 
Street, E.C.," and he now resides in the W. District 
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ECHOES. 

I hope our Northern members will turn up well at Ewell. 
They should not forget that out of the five General Meets 
they have four north of the Thames. The Southern men 
were willing to forego the pleasure of seeing the Northern 
men in Southern territory, and offered to meet them at 
Teddington, and it was only the bad taste of the innkeepers 
in that place and the neighbourhood that prevented this 
happy arrangement being completed. No doubt the roads 
are vile as far as Kingston, but all the more kvSos to those 
who are not deterred by the evils of macadam from attend- 
ing, and at the Harrow Meet they will have the comfortable 
feeling that they have the good roads and the S.W. and 
S.E. the macadam. 

• • • • • • 

A few of our flyers, not content with their exertions in 
the Bath Trial, are meditating a 140 miles ride in the 
twenty-four hours. 

• ««««• 

After the match at Surbiton last Thursday, Whatton 
rode a lap against time. He succeeded in getting round 
the ground in 36} sees., which I imagine is not far off the 
record time. 

• ••••• 

I do not for a moment grudge the C.U.Bi.C. their well- 
earned victory, but I can't help feeling sorry that Brown 
was shut out in the finish of the Fifteen Miles, as the pro- 
bability is that the University would only have won two 
events. 

• « « • • • 

The rule which gives the visitors the inside station is, no 
doubt, a courteous one, but for my part I should like to 
see it reversed, as it stands to reason that the home men, 
who know the course, can ride closer to the inside than the 
visitors who are unaccustomed to the path. On Thursday 
some of our men had to ride, in consequence, very wide, 
and though I don't think the result would have been 
altered, it might have been. As the Universities and the 
L.B.C. take it in turns to visit each other, no club would 
unduly benefit by the alteration advocated. 

• • • • • • 

I daresay, Mr. Editor, my opinions may be considered 
heretical, but I shall no doubt earn your thanks, as I may 
draw some " copy " by my remarks. 

««•««• 

I think, also, a little reform might be introduced into the 
District Race. What is the use of allowing a man to con- 
tinue who has been overlapped twice ? He only gets in the 
way of the leaders, and renders the task of the lap-takers 
exceedingly difficult. 

• ••««• 

I well recollect how, when I rode for my District, and 
was unfortunate enough to be lapped in the ninth mile, I 
was shouted at by the leaders to retire, which in the inno- 



cence of my heart I did, only to find that the politeness of 
the Race Committee would have sanctioned my being over- 
lapped seventy times seven — if the race had been long 
enough. 

• •«••• 

L. B. Reynolds, who rode the machine on which his brother 
won the enamel, ran particularly well in his heat in the 
Two Miles Open at our annual Races. It was as much as 
Woolnough could do to beat him. He ought to practise 
on the path on a racer, and would be a great acquisition 
to the Club, and very likely to his District next year in the 
race for the Cup. 

• ••••• 

H. N. Sharp's finish with G. A. Brown in one of the 
heats of the Mile was very good. This was fastest of all 
the heats (2 min. 53^ sec), and he was only beaten by a 
foot. Of course he had 160 yards start (90 from C. A. B.), 
but his full mile was equal to 3 min. 9 sec, which is very 
good considering he has never raced before, and was on a 
heavy roadster. 

• • • • • • 

Hewitt rode well, and showed a very good turn of speed. 

• ••«•• 

H. R. Reynolds' spurt in the finish of his Mile was 
capital, and Hillier and Gortis both admired it much. He 
ought to practise more on the path. He had to borrow a 
fresh machine for the Ten Miles District Cup Race which 
was unfortunately too high for him, or we should most 
certainly have found him well up at the finish. 

«•«««• 

Fearing W. T. Hill was seriously hurt, Jephson, W. K. 
Adam, and C. A. Brown eased, and when they were told to 
go on they found Harold Smith had got nearly half a lap 
ahead. 

• «•••• 

Pollock's presence of mind was wonderful when the spill 
took place in the District Cup Race. He was quite close 
to W. T.. Hill, saw him going over, and knew that if he 
kept on the path he would make matters worse by running 
over him or his machine, so, perceiving a small opening in 
the railing he made for it without a second's hesitation, and 
saved Hill from another smash. Pollock's machine, how- 
ever, just struck the railing, and he went over, but was 
only scratched a little. If his wheel had not buckled he 
would have remounted and gone on. 

• ••••• 

Most of us know by bitter experience how much incon- 
venience a grazed hand and a stray bruise or two causes 
one. I am glad to be able to report that with the exception 
of these temporary, though very unpleasant, injuries, 
W. T. Hill has escaped free. 

• «•••• 

There was some diversity of opinion as to the result of 
the one unfortunate accident ou Saturday. One member 
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with an opera glass distinctly noticed that Pollock Aad 
carried away a considerable length of the iron railing, and 
was quite disappointed to find it was only a gap which had 
existed for years. 

• •««•• 

Of the actual L.B.C. competitors last Saturday, Pollock 
alone appears on the 1877 programme, a distinction which 
he only shares with Theo. Qodlee as regards the 1878 pro- 
gramme. Of our visitors, 0. R. Oxx has, with one exception, 
appeared on every programme since 1877, and he is the 
only non-member who appears both in 1SX7 and 1882. 
«•«•«« 

A friend of E. A. Weeks took two good photographs at 
the race meeting, one of the ten medallists and the other 
of the prizes with several ladies and members looking at 
them ; copies can be obtained from Weeks, price Is. 3d. 

• ••«•• 

I hear that Theo. Godlee was deaf to the entreaties of 
the photographer at Stamford Bridge. 

• ««««« 

The match which has been talked of for such a long time 
between the Potters and the Barretts is likely to be run off 
shortly. Each family will probably send four representa- 
tives, and I hear that the distance is to be four miles, and 
that the match will soon take place at the Crystal Palace. 

• «•«•• 

M. D. Rucker, Jun., was second in the Otter Swimming 
Club high-header competition last Tuesday. Th€ Athletic 
Bemew says " his form is first class.'' 

• •«••• 

There is a probability of an L.B.G. Lacrosse team being 
got up in the N.E. I hope the members will not arrange 
to play their matches on Saturday afternoons, as they are 
wanted at the Club runs. 

»♦♦♦•• 

I am informed that the portcullis is still down. I hope 
it may soon be raised, and that there may be another 
sally. 

• ♦ • • * ♦ • 

Much to my regret, I am forbidden to record an inte- 
resting event which has recently taken place. Members 
will kindly not ask anyone of the various individuals they 
think is Rambler " any questions, in order that they may 
not be told anything that is incorrect. 

Rambler. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — The Executive of the Union will be prepared, if a 
charge is made against any bicyclist or tricyclist that he is 
guilty of any of the offences set out below, and evidence in 
their opinion establishing 9k prima facie case against him is 
laid before them, to call upon him to answer such charge 



and to suspend him from all racing in the event of his 
either refusing to answer, or making, in the opinion of the 
Executive, no satisfactory answer. 

All suspension.'; shall be taken to be subject to an appeal 
to the Council of the Union. 

The offences referred to are as follows : — 

1. Selling or realising prizes won by him, or in any 
way converting them into money. 

2. "Roping" or riding intentionally below his true 
form to deceive the handicapper or for any other 
purpose* 

3. "Riding to orders," or in any way regulating his 
riding by the wishes, or for the advantage, of pro- 
fessional betting men or others having a pecuniary 
interest or otherwise in his riding. 

4. Knowingly giving false information on his entrance 
form with intent to deceive the handicapper. 

6. Intentionally riding unfairly, or so as to interfere 
with another competitor in the race. 

6. Knowingly competing against any bicyclist or 
tricyclist suspended by the Executive during his 
suspension. 

7. Wilfully impersonating another rider in a race. 

Wm. Ptb-Enqlish, Hon. Sec. 
17, Ironmonger Lane, June 22, 1882. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — ^The " free tickets " question is an important one, 
and in my opinion it ought to be well considered and 
discussed by the Committee first, and by the general body 
of members at the Annual Meeting afterwards. 

For my own part, I must say I feel it hard to believe that 
in the majority of cases the ladies come because of the pair 
of free tickets, i.e., because the large sum of one shilUng 
a head is not charged ; and as to the admission " on pro- 
duction of the Club badge," it is a very excellent thing for 
those members xiho think solely of their own pockets and 
care nothing about the Club balance sheet ; but the point 
is — what proportion of our members can be said to be like 
this ? I do not hesitate to say, not one-tenth ! I have 
too high an opinion of the L.B.C. to believe that more 
than one-tenth of the men would refuse to pay an extra 
shilling once a year for coming to our race meeting, which 
they must enjoy, and which they know cannot be held 
without considerable expense. — ^Yours etc., 

NON SIBI, BED I1.B.G. 

NOTIOB TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribationfl mxat be Addressed to The Editor, L.B.C. Gaeette, 
86, Eastcbeap, E.C.,*' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be reoeiyed not 
later than Tuesday at 5.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Propneiors by DABUira k Son, at the MInenra Stfem 
Printing Office, Zo, Eastcheap^ London, E.O.— Jane 29, 18SS. 
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NOTIOH. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 5.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

NOTICE 

At the last General Meeting a wish was expressed by the 
majority of members present that the Gazette should 
be reduced in size when there was no matter except Tours 
to publish. In deference to this wish we appear this week 
in a reduced form. 



GENERAL MEET AT EWELL. 
This old-established Meet was repeated on Saturday last, 
and resulted, as usual, in a fair attendance of members. 
The S.E., for whom the journey was a short one, turned 
out the very creditable total of twenty out of the fifty-three 
who were present, and the proceedings were also remarkable 
for the N.E. route, which consisted of a complete circuit of 
London. 

The West added to the interest of the run by contributing 
two members whom we had not seen for two or three years. 

The N.E. can hardly be said to have seriously met, but 
they started at 3.20 sharp. Ashley Barrett, C. Newman, 
and Sewell, who formed the main body, left the legiti- 
mate starting-place together, and went, for reasons of their 
own, via Muswell Hill. Lloyd and the D.C. started from 
their respective residences at the same time and pursued 
solitary journeys in search of the N.W,, which had quite 
properly left the Heath before any of them arrived. 



Five N.W. members started, but of these 0. L. Hill and 
Tulloch did not come further than Acton, but there were 
three or four others visible in the neighbourhood of " Jack 
Straw's" to the N.E. stragglers a little after 4.15. The 
party, eight strong, was very kindly waylaid and refreshed 
by McGullum Hill at Savernake Cottage, and were thus 
considerably behind time at Eew, whence proceeding by 
the back route now usually adopted they ran into the W., 
eight, in number, somewhere between Surbiton and Ewell. 
Here some wilful spurting ensued, for which the N.E. D.C, 
as a culpable party, apologises humbly to those whom it 
may concern, as its unfortunate result was that the party 
reached Stephen Smith and Dicker, who had come to meet 
them, somewhat diminished in numbers. 

The S.E. Blackheathens reached Croydon safely, and both 
divisions rode to Ewell, through Carshalton and Sutton, 
where they found the "inseparables" and The O'Reilly, 
who had ridden up from Brighton as usual to attend his 
Club run. The Captain honoured the S.E. men with his 
presence, and proved very forcibly that it is not impossible 
to drive a 58-in. wheel up steep inclines at a smart pace. 
A photograph of the early arrivals was taken at first, and, 
wonderful to relate, nobody moved or smiled. This was 
hardly the case with the general photo, taken a little later. 

The N.E., except the two senior officers, took the south- 
ward direction, and under escort of Stephen Smith and in 
company with a few South-Easters proceeded at no con- 
temptible pace by way of Croydon and Lewisham to their 
destination. In Lewisham, Smith led his confiding fiiends 
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one of the most marveUons journeys up and down macadam 
hiUs, and round and about the throughfares of that place, 
which the confiding North-Easters could only compare to 
the Hampton Court maze ; but " all's well that ends well/' 
and 9, Morden Road furnished hospitable refreshment to 
those who reached it. The five N.E. representatives (in- 
cluding C. Newman) arrived by Woolwich Ferry, and just 
cleared the docks as the gates were on the point of opening. 
Walthamstow was reached at 12.30. The N.W., with 
those tending in that direction, are believed to have left 
shortly after. It is probable that the remaining South- 
Easters also ultimately left for home, but as the compiler 
of these presents has not been informed he cannot relate. 

A party of about forty sat down to a substantial tea, 
which was just concluded when an Oxford contingent turned 
up. J. Kinder and L. Potter, who did not partake of it, 
were kind enough to help to distribute the food, so that 
one did not have to keep on shouting, " Waiter ! waiter ! " 
but found everything at hand. Our best thanks are due 
to them for the trouble they took. . 

Present : — 

N.K : Ashley Barrett. R. B. Hough (Treasurer), Lloyd, 
T. E. Scrutton (Captain), E. D. Sewell, and 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 

N. W. : 0. L. Hill, Tulloch, Hindley, McBean, C. Newman, 
R. V. Jennings, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
W. : P. L. Adam, W. K. Adam, C. Braby, R. A. Jacks, 
M. H. Jephson, J. W. Langmore, 0. Thorn, A. L. Radford, 
J. S. Whatton, and 

Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 
8.W.: H. L. Ryan, H. H. SherrifT, C. Taylor, and 

ABTHT7& E. Buokleb, District Captain. 
8.E. : A. Barker, C. A. Brown, Rev. C. W. H. Dicker, 
P. E. Gerich, W. Johns, J. Kinder, H. G. Morgan, P. C. 
Marten, The O'Reilly, J. 0. Oswald, A. L. Potter, L. Potter, 
C. P. Schmettau, J. H. Scrutton, D. R. Smith, S. P. Smith, 
E P. Smither, A. 0. Tylor, S. E. Whealler, and 

H. G. A. Browk, District Captain. 
Visitors: W. Braby, W. Thorn, E. H. Brown, B. Morgan, 
and W.Smith. 

NOTICE. 

The Hon. Sec. will be much obliged if those members 
who have not yet settled up for their Race Meeting tickets 
will do so at once, so as to enable the Treasurer to issue the 
trial balance sheet in accordance with the resolution passed 
at the Committee Meeting of the 5th ultimo. 

LOST, 

At Annual Race Meeting, a new black felt hat ; maker's 
name inside (Townsend). Taken in mistake, a hat with no 
maker's name, but "London finish" marked inside. I 
shall be g]ad if the person whose hat I have taken in error 
will communicate with me. 

W. T. Hill, 47, Belsize Avenue, N.W. 



N.E. DISTRICT PAPERCHASE. 

The N.E. District Paperchase, which was unavoidably 
postponed to suit Her Majesty the Queen, has now been 
fixed for the 15th July, and in spite of adverse insinuations 
I hope we may score a complete success. In accordance 
with the precedent of last year, Mrs. Godlee will be very 
glad to see all who take part in the chase and as many 
others as will favour us to tea after the chase, and we shall 
endeavour to close the run as near Whip's Cross as may be. 
I hope we may again have the company of members of 
other Districts. Theo. (}odlee. District Captain. 



NOTICE. 
W. AND S.W. DISTRICTS. 
Picnic No. 2. 

In consequence of the large measure of success that 
attended the first experiment, and in conformity with 
general desire, it is intended to repeat the previous 
performance at the same place on the 22nd inst. 

Owing to the difficulty of providing for an indefinite 
number, it has been decided to issue tickets (price half-a- 
crown each), which may be obtained from either of the 
captains of the districts in question. 

As last time some intending lady visitors were disap- 
pointed owing to the difficulty of obtaining horse-power for 
the distance, it may be suggested that Weybridge Station 
(S. W. R. main line) is a pleasant walk or drive of about 
four miles from the the scene of operations at Wisley Hut. 
For W. District Captain and self, 

A&THT7& E. Buokleb, S.W. District Captam. 



EAST GRINSTEAD RUN. 

Several members of other Districts have on many 
occasions asked me when we of the S.E. were going to 
have our next run to East Grinstead, as they were very 
desirous of accompanying us and sharing the pleasures of a 
few hours' stay at Mr. Payne's hotel; some, I believe, 
thought of spending the night there. I therefore beg to 
call attention to the fact that our run next Saturday 
(8th July) is to East Grinstead, and I hope we shall have a 
good muster of our own men, and that plenty of members 
of other Districts wiU come too, so that a merry party may 
be made up. We shall start from the Central Croydon 
Station, Katharine Street, at 4.15. 

H. G. A. Bbown, District Captain. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

56-in. " Royal Challenge," ball bearings front wheel, and 
in thoroughly good order ; complete with lamp, etc. Price 
£18, will take £10.— R. B. Hough, 161, Amhurst Road, 
Hackney. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


w. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.B. 

Blackheath Division. 


1 

i 1 


Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
Syborn'B Comer 
8.45, for HoDDBS- 

DON. 


" Jack Slaraw*s 
Cafltle" 8.45, for 
DiaswELL Hill. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Shsfpeb- 
TON. Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Sheppeb- 
ton. Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
East Gbinbtbad. 

* Meet Blackheath 
Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for East 
Gbikbtead. Meet 
Croydon Div. 




I Whip's CroM 4.15, 
1 Pafbbohabb. 

1 


" Jack Straw's 
Oartle" 8.45, for 
looNHAJf. Meet 
W. 


Savemake Cottage 

4.0, for lOKENHAK. 

Meet N.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for BEiaATB. 
Meet S.E. 


Oentrai Croydon 
. Station 4.15, for 
Beigatb. Meet 
. -S.W. and Black- 
heath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for Beioatb. 
Meet S.W. and 
Croydon Div. 


July 22. 


' Lea Bridge Bd. 3.80, 
Sybom*8 Comer 
8.46, for Nave- 
stock. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Little Bebk- 
hamfstbad. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.30, for 
WisLBT Hut. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WisLET 
Hut. Picnic, Meet 
W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
BrvEBHEAB. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for BrvBB- 
HEAD. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 



ECHOES. 

Our President has entered for the two Gbampionships to 
be run at Birmingham next Saturday. 

A Cambridge correspondent tellB me that the team- 
riding tacticians" of the C.U.Bi.C. are in great consternation 
at the recent manifesto of the B.U. Paragraph three seems 
clearly to refer to them, as they certainly " ride to orders," and 
"regulate their riding by the wishes alld for the advantage" 
of the other C.U.Bi.C. competitors in the same race, who 
must be included in the ** others having an interest (not 
pecuniary but otherwise) in their riding." 

• ••«•• 

In the One Mile Invitation Race of the Belgrave Bicycle 
Club, at the Surbiton Qrounds, on the Ist inst., W. E. 
Adam was third, being about six yards behind the first man, 

whose time was 2 min. 55 sec. 

• * • ♦ ♦ • 

M. H. Jephson was unlucky in being fourth in the Mile 
Handicap the same afternoon. 

J. S. Whatton rode a quarter of a mile with a flying start 

in 36S sees. 

• •«*•« 

I hear there will be a meeting of L.B.C. men next 

Tuesday, 11th inst., in the large Public Hall, Croydon, 

between seven and eight p.m. The object is a secret, and 

all L.B.C. men should make an effort to be present, at 

least so says the Zulu. 

«•«««• 

I have just heard why it was that H. K. Reynolds did 
not attend the run to Ewell last Saturday. He was riding 
from York to Leicester. It appears that the previous day 
he started from London (Regent's Park) at a minute or so 
past 12 a.m., and reached York (200 miles) at 9.43 p.m. 
the same day. The distance, therefore, was covered in 



21 hours 43 minutes, including stoppages. The roads for 
the last 40 miles were dreadfully bad. I trust he will write 
an account of this splendid performance for the Qazettb. 

• ••••• 

The Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer has ridden from Land's 
End to John-o'-Groats' House in the fastest time on record. 
I hope he may be induced to send an account to the 
Qazettb. 

• • • • « • 

The absence of the usual faces " was quite con- 
spicuous at Ewell last Saturday. Where had they got to ? 

• ••••• 

R. V. Jennings has just returned from Natal, and was at 

the General Meet. 

«••••• 

The N.E. are evidently training for their paperchase if 

the way they spurted their Southern friends home last 

Saturday means anything. 

««•••« 

I hear that " The Circuit of the Metropolis ; or, Sixty 
Miles of London Macadam," may shortly be expected by 
" a member of the little District." 

It's all very well for the photographer to say it's the fault 
of the members that his plates are spoilt, but if he will 
make jokes just as he takes off the cap, men are obliged to 
laugh just to show there is no ill-feeling. 

«••«•« 

There was quite an L.B.C. gathering at a Croydon dance 
last week. Rambler. 

Eictractfrom a letter from Colombo: — 

" You will no doubt be glad to hear what stand the 
sport has in this country. I am sorry to say that at present 
it has not progressed far, nor do I think^that it is ever likely 
to make very much progress. Colombo is a place that 
rejoices in one of the highest average temperatures in the 



Digitized by 



Google 











140 LONiy^N BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE 




world, and bicycling out here is nore a labour than a 
pleasure. There are a few riders, lut they all belong to 
the shopkeeping community. Life out here is by no means 
unpleasant, and although our favourite bicycle is of little 
use, there are many other sports to amuse one. The chief 
ones are riding, rowing, tennis, and polo. It is also a great 
place for dancing. I don't mean to trouble you with a 
long letter, but if the above remarks are of any use to any 
L.B.G. man coming to the East, so much the better. 
Above all things dissuade anyone from bringing out a 
bicycle, as be will only be disappointdd." 

REVIEW. 

Principles of Training /or Amateur Athletes: its 
Advantages and its Evils, By H. L. Gortis. (Iliffe and 
Son, Coventry.) — This long-expected book has made its 
appearance. In it we find the very unusual combined 
experience of the medical expert and the practical athlete, 
a combination which has hitherto not been presented to the 
notice of the athletic public. The advantage of being able 
to speak from two such standpoints must be obvious to all, 
and it is also apparent from reading Mr. Cortis's treatise, 
for one is not only told what one should do, but also why 
one should do it. There is naturally a good seasoning of 
technicality, but the flavour is by no means too strong ; and 
there is a coloured diagram which greatly assists in putting 
matters clearly before the uninitiated. The general directions 
for training apply to all athletes ; but there are also special 
referencesto bicycling, as wasonly to be anticipated. Bicycling 
is praised as one of the most healthy exercises. It un- 
doubtedly introduces us to plenty of pure air which we 
should not otherwise enjoy, but we join issue with the author 
on the subject of rupture. We have heard of many cases. 
Mr. Gortis is unmitigatedly averse to ''stimulants and tobacco 
smoking," and says of them ''that they are utterly to be 
avoided." Tobacco is called a "deadly poison." GhapterllL, 
on the "possible evils of training and athletic exercises," 
should on no account be missed. The whole book is written 
in a temperate tone, and will not be long in finding its way 
into the hands of every bicyclist.— ^^A/^^u; Review. 

RAGING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enaotB that no member repreeent ^ Club at any raoe meeting 
without pennierion from the Captain. The following list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this Ust is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

July 8. — Railway Clearing House at Stamford Bridge. 

8. — One and Twenty-five Miles Amateur Champion- 
ships at Birmingham. 
8. — Athletic Sports at Crewe. 
13. — Bury St. Edmunds B.C. Second Annual Ama- 
teur Race Meeting. 
15. — L.A.G. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 


DISTRICT CHALLENGE CUP. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Sib, — One is never auite sure whether your mysterious 
correspondent "Rambler" is in earnest or not, but if 
I treat a joke too mftch as an argument he will at least 
have a chance of amuring you at my expense ; so, as an 
old offender, I wish just to point out to him "the use 
of allowing a man U continue who has been overlapped 
twice." As he has ritMen, according to his own account, 
in the race, he must surely be aware that two members 
must reach the winni:« g-post to score a victory, and when 
one 13 well up there is always a chance of something 
happening to other Districts ; ^for again I will appeal to 
his memory whether he has never seen accidents even 
towards the end of that race. Surely these two facts are 
a sufficient justification for the " politeness" of that much- 
abused body the Race Committee, and for the vagaries of 
3^ours faithfully, Theo. Godlee. 

FREE TICKETS. 

To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — I trust you will excuse my trespassing so soon on 
vour space on a subject which I mentioned very recently, 
but it is because I think your correspondents " Non sibi 
sed L.B.C." and " Eucalyptus " have totally failed to under- 
stand my meaning, doubtless through some fault of my 
own, that I am taking the liberty. 1 am by no means an 
optimist, but I fail to see how " Eucalyptus' " facts bear 
upon the only thing resembling a theory that I ventured 
to propound, for I carefully avoided reference to the ques- 
tion of Ladies' Tickets, on which I fancy " Cassiopeia ' and 
myself would in the main agree. I do feel somewhat 
strongly and am not without some considerable interest 
in the Club finances, but some members are possessed with 
an idea that the Club finances are the one and only im- 
portant consideration, and that they are to be raised by 
any means, fair or unfiur. What I wish to urge upon your 
correspondents and the Club is, that members have some 
rights, and that one of the advantages of belonging to the 
Club ought to be a right to attend the Club race meetings. 
I quite admit that the pajrment of " an extra shilling once 
a year " would deter very few, if any, fi'om attendance at 
the race meeting ; the demand of a moderate contribution 
from all attenders of a general meet would also be pro- 
ductive of revenue, and I daresay would not diminish the 
attendance ; but I do not think I can do better, in conclu- 
sion, than adopt the words of your original correspondent, 
" Cassiopeia : ' " The present system falls very hard on the 
willing members of the Club." They support to the best of 
their ability their Club race meeting, and then are ex- 
pected to pay for it as well, a matter which it seems to me 
only right and proper should be provided for by the Club 
at large. — ^Yours, etc., W. X. W. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribations must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, £.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 6.30 p.m. 


Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C. — July 6, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of oopy for "Gazette" 
is 5.30 p.m. on Tuesdasrs. 

It is a most regrettable fact, and one which we are afraid 
cannot be qaestioned, that our Race Meetings have rarely, 
if ever, been successful from a financial point of view. The 
correspondence commenced by " Cassiopeia " has, we hope, 
been of use in directing the attention of members to this 
point, and we should have been very glad if a few more 
members, than those whose lettei^s we have published, had 
given us their views. " Cassiopeia" thinks, if we correctly 
understand his letter, that no free members' tickets should 
be issued, and "Eucalyptus" and "Non sibi sed L.B.C." 
seem to be of the same opinion ; indeed, the latter goes a 
step farther, and would even make those members who 
bring their relations of the gentle sex pay for them. 
"W. X. W.," we believe, has ideas entirely opposite to the 
other writers named. We say advisedly " we believe," as 
after carefully reading his letters we cannot quite decide 
whether he is in favour of the present system of free mem- 
bers' tickets or not, though from the last paragraph of his 
first letter we think he is. This writer endeavours to prove 
the consistency of the Race Committee, which body appears 
to be of opinion — to use a homely proverb— that what is 
sauce for the goose is not sauce for the gander ; in other 
words, that the sauce of " free tickets " is suitable to our 
Annual Race Meetings, but is not to our Inter-Club con- 
tests. If he will forgive us saying so, we think he has 



hardly made out his case, for we do not see why — ^however 
poor the chance of success may be — the attempt should 
not be made to make the Inter-Club contests pay. 
No one is so sanguine, we imagine, as to expect the 
former to be a source of. profit to the Club, but it might 
be possible to make the deficit each year less than it 
usually is.' We do not in the least wish to blame the 
Race Committee, who are as anxious as anyone to make all 
the races profitable and successful ; but we cannot under- 
stand why one system should be adopted in one instance 
and the reverse in another. Unprofitable from a financial 
point as the Inter-Club contests have been, we venture to 
think they would have been very mucli more so if our 
members had been admitted free to them. The present 
system has been undoubtedly proved a bad one — reference 
has only to be made to past balance sheets to substantiate 
this statement; let us therefore next year try a fresh 
system. We think that no members' free tickets should 
be issued, and we may be very likely wrong in our ideas, 
but what we do wish to advocate is a change in the policy 
of the Club. We have failed time after time on our present 
tack, let us next year sail on a different one ; either let us 
issue unlimited free tickets to members and their friends of 
bot^ sexes and trust to the profit made on the sale of 
programmes, or let us issue no free tickets to members at 
all. Surely whatever new plan we adopt we cannot make 
a bigger loss than we have done in previous years, and we 
may possiJbly find out a golden road to financial success. 
Of course we do not think that profit is everything. Good 



Uoogle" 



Digitized by 



142 



LONDON BICYCLE 



CLUB GAZETTE. 



sport is no doubt the principal object, and we are confident 
that with the splendid racers the Club possesses it will 
always be our lot, and that the Bace Committee need not 
fear that an alteration in the mode tickets are issued will 
affect it. 



ALTERATIONS IN AND ADDITIONS TO THE 
1882 BLUE BOOK. 

Since the last Blue Book was published the following 
members have changed their addresses, and now reside at 
the undermentioned places : — 

G. L. £. Andbiab 24, ZiegeUiauser StraBse, Heidel- 

berg. 

0. A. BuoKifABTiB 16, HeAthfield Road, MiU HiU Park, 

Acton. 

H. G. GnJioUB Dtmoxi Sciivelsby Court, Homcastle. 

F. Eldib 2, Poets* Comer, WeotminBter. 

O.C. Fitch 87, Evering Road, Stoke Newington. 

F. W. Habbold 12,Hereford Gardens, Park Lane, W. 

Alfbed Hbnbt M Laburnum Cottage, Richmond Road, 

Staines (for the summer months). 

H. jBNinNGS LystonviUe, Lushington Road, East* 

bourne. 

J. C. Ebtnbs ^ 16, HamUton Road, Highbury. 

W. S. Mbtbb 124^ Wood Street, E.C. 

W. J. MuLLiB Long Cottage, Mickleham, Surrey. 

A. Mdbbat Riverside House, Kingston-on- 

Thames. 

E. Paxoh 23, Prospect Place, Long Ditton 

(tm August 81, after which date his address wm be as before). 

John Scott 8, Linden Cottages, Sunnyside, 

Wimbledon. 

Edwabd Scott 8, WoodvlUe Gardens, Barnes, S.W. 

W. A. SyiTH SavemakeCottage, MiU Hill, Acton. 

J. W. Wilson Wyddrington, Birmingham. 

The following members have been elected. Their 
addresses do not appear in the last Blue Book. 

T. D. Bbltixld, Junr. Palace Road, Streatham HilL 

Abthub Dat 16, Leyland Road, Lee, S.E. 

C. LiYiNOBTON ...... East Lodge, Forest Rise, Waltham- 

stow. 

E. A. MoBban 17, Devonshire Terrace, Portland 

Place, W. 

H. L. Rtan FulweU House, Teddlngton. 

E. R. Shipton ^ Salisbury. 

F. W. B. Spbnokb 12, Hampstead HiU Gardens. 

H. B. Spbncbb Ditto 

G. Stapliion 8, Queen's Gate Teiraoe, S.W. 

H. M. Tatlob The Rookeiy, Witham, Norwich. 

0. Tdllooh Btambridge House, Fitzjohn's 

Avenue, N.W. 

A. B. W. Whattoh Trinity CoUege, Cambridge, and 

9» Somen Place, Hyde Park. 
J. S. Whaiton Ditto ditto 

The following members have been appointed Delegates 
to the Bicycle Union : — 

H. G. A. Bbown. Thbo. Godlbb. 

N. B. MoBBis. S. P. Smith. 

W. A. Smith. 

Messrs. Piatt & Son, St. Martin's Lane, have been 
appointed to sell the Club cloth. 

A. O. Ttlob 28, East Road, City Road. 

has been allowed to withdraw his resignation. 



The following gentleman has resigned : — 
A. C. Apambon. 

The following members have their Districts incorrectly 
stated :— 

W. K. Abax belongs to the W. 

John Scott h h S.W. 
W. G. TuBPnr » n N.W. 

The following members have no District appended to 
their names : — 

G. Dn Maubibb, who belongs to the N.W. District. 

A. L. POTTBB ti If S.E. II 

8. WHiTBsroB 11 11 N.W. II 

W. Whitbstob II 11 N.W. II 

H M. Hbwitt II II W. II 



LAWN TENNIS. 

Several men have suggested that a Lawn Tennis Tourna- 
ment open to the members of the L.B.G. would be a very 
good thing, and would in no way spoil bicycling, but rather 
lead to a corps d* esprit amongst us, and have suggested the 
following rules. As the time is getting on it is requested 
that any member wishing to enter should do so at once, say 
by next Wednesday (July 19th). 

Any member may compete. 

That it be " single handed." 

That the ties be played off by a certain date, given in 
the Gazette. 

That the ties may be played off anywhere to suit the 
convenience of the players, and the result to be forwarded 
at once to the referees. 

Each competitor to arrange, himself, with his opponent 
where to play. 

No tie played off on a Saturday afternoon will be valid, 
and members attempting to do so will probably be shot 

Entry, one shilling. 

That there be two prizes. 

All queries and entries to be sent to either Alfred Barker 
or H. N. Sharp, at Croydon. 

Should any members want the loan of a court it can 
easily be arranged, as lawns have been offered all round 
London. The ties will be published in the Gazette, and it 
is hoped everyone will enter. — For the several, 

A. Babksr, 

Croydon. H. N. Shaep. 

KACING FIXTURES. 

Bule 40 enacts that no member represent the Olub at any race meeting 
without permifldon from the Captain. The f oUowing list of Baoog 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanotioos oor 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any ^^^^ 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

July 13.— Bury St. Edmunds B.C. Second Annual Ama- 
teur Race Meeting. 

15.— L.A.O. Four Miles Open at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — South London Harriers at Stamford Bridge. 

22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. • 

22.— North Warwickshire B.C. Races at Aston. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


^ i 


i Whip'B CroflB 4.15, 
1 Fafxbohasb. 

! 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, fur 
loKiHHjkH. Meet 
W. 


SaTemake Cottage 

4.0, for ICEXNHAM. 

Meet N.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for REiaATE. 
Meet S.E. 
("The Grapes.") 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Bbioatk. Meet 
S.W. and Black- 
heath Dir. 
(♦'The Grapes.") 


Lewisham Chnrch 
3.80, for Beigatb. 
Meet S.W. and 
Croydon Div. 
("The Grapes.") 


1 • 


Left Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
Sybom'B Corner 
8.45, for Nays- 
stock. 

I 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 

LlTTLB BXBK- 
HAMFSIXAD. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 3.30, for 
WiSLET Hut. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WiBLKT 
Hut. Picnic, Meet 
W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
BiVEBHSAS. Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for RiVBB- 
HEAD. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
8th July. The Forest Gate contingent was known to be 
absent, and the Stoke Newington contingent are such very 
rare occurrences just now that it was hardly surprising, 
though it was melancholy, that only two members attended 
last Saturday's run to Hoddesdon. Lloyd and the District 
Captain, after allowing for anyone, however late, to turn up, 
left by the usual Black Horse Lane route, and so to Ching- 
ford. There was a certain feeling that as the company was 
so small it might reasonably reduce the run, but it was 
ultimately carried out in its entirety, a new route for the 
District though not for the individual members being taken, 
avoiding the town of Waltham Abbey, and only striking 
the main road a few hundred yards off Hoddesdon. Tea 
was, as usual, good in quality and inexpensive in price, 
and the small party tending to brevity a return start was 
made about 7.30. The main road was selected for the 
home journey as being shorter and simpler, and a gradually 
increasing desire to get as near home as might be in day- 
light brought the pair to Walthamstow in an hour and a 
half without any rain beyond a few threatening drops on 
either journey. Present, Lloyd, and 

Theo. Godlee, District Captain. 

N.K PAPERCHASE. 
I have only to remind members of my last week's notice, 
and to express a hope that we may be able to beat record 
again. I hope that even those if any such there should be 
in the N.E., who do not feel inclined .for a papercliase will 
manage to find their way to Whip's Cross to tea about 
6.30 to 7.0. Theo. Godlbe, District Captain. 



N.W. District. 
As usual, the day for the Digswell Hill fixture was un- 
settled and showery, this being the third consecutive time 
on which this run has been spoiled by the weather. The 
butterfly riders, however, who stayed away, lost a treat. 
Six members, among whom we were glad to welcome A. H. 
• Eoch. started firom Tally ho I and before reaching Whet- 



stone had run out of the limits of the morning's downpour 
the North Road being found quite dry and in splendid 
order all the way. After tea a pleasant stroll was had in 
the wood opposite the " Red Lion," then Koch continued 
on to Hitchin, the other five having a very pleasant ride 
home. Distance 40 miles. Present : W. T. Hill, Jackson, 
A. H. Koch, McBean, Price, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
I hope members will make an effort to be present next 
Saturday at Ickenham, and do their best to make up the 
deficiences of the last two Saturdays. For the present the 
picnic scheme has had to be abandoned, as no suitable spot 
could be found where to hold it. 



W. AND S.W. District. 
8th July. The forenoon of Saturday last was certainly 
not enchanting, but still the reuiembrance of the morning's 
showers was hardly sufficient excuse to account for the 
absence of so many from such a pleasant river-side run. 
The S.W. district, owing to the peculiar formation of the 
country, has been wonderfully free from the heavy rain 
storms that have been so persistently deluging the 
metropolis ; the roads were therefore not at all bad, and 
with the exception of one little skit the weather was all 
that could be desired. The S.W. C.'iptain, accompanied 
by Hawley, reached the destination after a very pretty 
detour by way of the Surbiton lanes, Ditton, and Hersham. 
Oliver Thorn, with his brother (Walter), joined company 
later, whilst Henry and two visitors came down by river 
from Staines. E. J. Sherriff, by some unaccountaiile means, 
forgot that Shepperton proper is a riparian village, boasting 
a cosy inn close to the lock and river, and waited long 
and patiently for us amongst the modem habitations that 
have accumulated round the railway station some distance 
in the interior. The inn aforesaid gave us a good but a 
not very economical tea, during which we just caught a 
glimpse of John Scott. Hawley, as usual, parted company 
for Aldershot, and the survivors chartered a punt, by 
means of which the Surrey side was speedily reached. 
The homeward journey was made by Weybridge and 
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Walton, Meyer being fallen in with en route. Present : 
A. Hawley, A. Henry, E. J. SherriflF, 0. Thorn, three 
visitors, and 

Aethur E. Buckler, S.W. District Captain. 

THE PICNIC. 
We beg to call attention to the notice in last week^s 
Qazbttb. We shall be very pleased to see any members, 
but at the same time it must be understood that, in conse- 
quence of the reasons before set forth, provision can only 
be made for those who apply for tickets ; casuals will have 
to take pot luck. Several ladies who were before kept 
away by the unfavourable weather are going to favour us 
with their company, and we shall be very happy to see any 
sisters and other lady relations of members. 
For W. District Captain and self, 

Aethub K Buckler, S.W. District Captain. 

S.E. District. 

July 8. There seems to be some fatality about our 
East Grinstead runs. We are always going to have such a 
large attendance of our own men, and such numbers of 
members from other Districts, but somehow or other the 
weather always prevents it. It was hoped that to-day 
would be the exception, just to prove the rule ; but it was 
not to be so. The weather does not care for any of our old 
proverbs, and can manage to maintain its reputation without 
having recourse to such a compromise. 

The Croydon men waited till 4.40 for the Blackheath 
Division, but it did not come, and we started five strong, 
picking up H. R. Reynolds a mile or so out of Croydon. 
We had not gone far up the Caterliam valley before the 
rain began to fall, and on reaching the top of Godstone Hill 
it came down pitilessly. Most of us were wet through (two 
careful members had their anti-pluviums), and we were glad 
to stop for shelter at the "Clayton Arms.*' That shower 
must have scored record for magnitude and moisture. We 
did not stop long enough to dry ourselves, having been only 
twenty minutes under the draughty archway, but we soon 
warmed to our work again, the first of the party reaching 
the "Railway Hotel" at 6.40. Here we found The O'Reilly 
and L. B. Re3molds, who had both ridden from Brighton to 
attend their Club run. After a good deal of clothes- 
changing, effected with the aid of the L.B.C. wardrobe, we 
had one of the customary good evening meals, with plenty 
of fruit. H. R. and L. B. Reynolds left for Brighton soon 
after eight o'clock, The O'Reilly stayed over night, and the 
other men rode home comfortably without a single drop of 
rain falling all the time. This did not matter so much : 
the mischief had been done. Present, one visitor, and the 
following eight members: — T. Herbert, The O'Reilly, J. C. 
Oswald, H. R. Reynolds, L. B. Reynolds, H. N. Sharp, 
S. E. Whealler, and H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

Next Saturday we go to Reigate (" The Grapes ") to 
meet the S.W. I hope members will come plentifully to 
this favourite run. 


BICYCLE UNION CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
(By our own Correspondent), 
The One and Twenty-Five Miles Championships of the 
Union were run ofif at the Aston Lower Grounds, Birmingham, 
on Saturday, the 8th instant. The weather fortunately 
held up till about four o'clock, and then only one smart 
shower fell ; as it was, nearly six thousand people passed 
the gates, forming a crowded and very enthusiastic ring of 
spectators, and the financial prospects of the Union seem 
very satisfactory. The racing for the Mile was good in 
quality if not in quantity, and Moore's heat, the fastest 
mile ever done at the grounds, was, considering the wind, 
an extraordinary performance. The Twenty-five Miles was 
robbed of its interest by the accidents to Day, Jephson, and 
Lowndes. Apart from these we think that the gold medal 
would probably now be at Cambridge instead of Birmingham, 
Eeith-Falconer was on the ground, not looking very much 
the worse for his long ride, but as he had not been able to 
get fit for path-racing he prudently did not start. 

One Mils Championship. 

Heat 1 : M. H. Whish, Birchfield B.C., 1 ; C. Grute, 
Sutton B.C., 2. W. K. Adam, O.U.BIC. and L.B.C., and 
C. A. Palmer did not start. Whish made pace all the way, 
and though Crute spurted well in the last straight won by 
a couple of yards in 2 min. 52f sec. 

Heat 2 : F. Moore, Warstone B.C., 1 ; M. J. Lowndes, 
Macclesfield B.C., 2. Eeith-Falconer did not start Lowndes, 
who had been trained by Howell, the mile champion, 
followed his trainer's tactics, and made pace from the start ; 
Moore, however, stuck to his hind wheel, and coming past 
him at the beginning of the last lap, won very easily in the 
fast time of 2 min. 45 sec. ; Lowndes, who eased up, 
covering the distance in 2 min. 50} sec, thus securing a 
time medal for beating 2 min. 51 sec. 

Final heat : Moore 1 ; Whish 2 ; Lowndes 3. Lowndes 
cut out the pace till the last lap, when Moore and Whish 
passed him. Whish stuck to Moore's hind wheel and came 
up to him amidst great excitement in the last straight, 
getting in front ten yards from home. Moore, however, 
by a final rush, won by six inches in 2 min. 47} sec. 
Lowndes beaten off. 

The leaders were much cheered. The second man is 
quite young, and, if he will not override himself, has a 
great future before him. The winner's final spurt is very 
good, and he can evidently go for the Mile if led, 

TWKNTY-FIVB MiLES. 

F. Moore, Warstone B.C., 1 ; F. R. Fry, Clifton B.C., 2 ; 
C. Crute, Sutton B.C., 3 ; W. K. Adam, O.U.BlC. and 
L.B.C., 4 ; no other competitor finished. Falconer and 
Palmer did not start ; Whish only rode four or five laps ; 
Vesey, Muir, and Hassall retired at various stages of the 
race * Jenhson lost a Ian throufirh a SDoke breakinir. and 
ultimately retired after Day's mishap ; Day, while going 
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very well, caught hia front wheel on Jephson's step, and 
smashed three or four spokes, and Lowndes, at about the 
fifteenth mile, ran into^ the grass and fell heavily, dislo- 
cating his shoulder. Fry and Adam were at one time all 
but overlapped, but by very plucky riding caught Moore 
and Grute, the leaders. It is impossible to give the times 
of the intervening miles, as the lap at Aston is some curious 
fraction of a mile, which renders timing very difficult. The 
first part of the race was run at a fair pace, the second was 
very slow. In the last lap Moore came away and won 
easily by twenty yards in 1 hr. 25 min. 8^ sec. ; a great 
race between Crute and Fry resulted in the victory of the 
latter by a yard, Adam close up. The second man is under 
twenty, and rides a 60-inch machine. 

The path was in very good condition ; a fairly strong 
S.W. wind blew pretty steadily during the afternoon. 

After the races, Gortis, as judge, distributed the prizes ; 
the new amateur champion's way of receiving his prizes is 
not recommended for imitation. 

FROM LAND'S END TO JOHN-O'-GROATS' ON A 
BIGYCLE. 

Keith-Hall, 24th June, 1882. 
Sib, — ^A short account of my recent ride from Laud's End 
to John-o'-Groats' may interest some of your readers. My 
friend Mr. E. E. Bowen, master of the Modem Side at Harrow 
School, and an enthusiastic pedestrian, had for a long time 
past urged me to do something on the road, and I had 
promised him to attempt the journey which I have now 
performed. 

I agree with him in thinking that road riding is more 
worthy of encouragement than path racing. It is more to 
the honour and glory of bicycling to demonstrate practically 
that a machine can be driven along the king's highway for 
days and weeks together in spite of all difficulties arising 
from bad roads, head winds, or hilly country, than for a 
man to go at 20 miles an hour for a few minutes along a 
prepared path on a machine not weighing 40 pounds, and 
clad in 12 ounces of raiment. In the latter case the 
conditions are highly artificial, in the former they are natural. 

First day. — I left the Land's End point at 4.5 a.m on 
Monday, 5th inst., with a S.W. wind blowing me along. 
Sixty-five minutes riding brought me over 10^ miles of 
rough hilly road to Penzance. Passing through Hayle, 
Gamborne, and Redruth, Truro (36 miles) was reached at 
7.40. The smooth macadam road from Redruth to Truro 
struck me as being singularly good for an English road, but 
I have since been informed that it was made by a wily Scot 
who was awarded a prize for it. Leaving Truro at 9.0 a 
very swift nde brought me m sight of Bodmin (60 miles) at 
10.45. Heavy rain was now falling and necessitated an 
hour's halt. I had not got 6 miles out of Bodmin when a 
second and more violent storm of rain and mist gave me a bath 
all for nothing. So I pulled up again at a lonely village 


called Jamaica, owing to its remote situation (70 miles). 
Here I sat forfive and a half weary hoursat a little temperance 
inn, for there is no public-house in Jamaica. A copy of 
Butler's Dissertation an Virtue which I found here served, 

I hope, to reconcile me to the weather. It was the driest 
experience I had that day. Starting once more, I rode 
gingerly overa successionof tremendoushillsinto Launceston, 
of beautiful situation (81 miles), where I realised that tea 
in dripping clothes is unpleasant. About 10 p.m. the river 
Tamar, which separates Gomwall from Devon, was crossed, 
and two miles further on I pulled up for the night at 
Lifton (85). 

Second day. — The next day was fine, and the ride through 
Okehampton (100) to Exeter (121), though abounding 
in difficult hills and severe collar work, was pleasant enough, 
the scenery being lovely all the way, and the air most 
exhilarating. At Exeter I entered on a plain, and pursuing 
a fine level road soon reached Taunton (152), one of the 
cleanest, pleasantest, and most flourishing of English country 
towns. From here a delightful spin in the dark over a 
smooth country lane brought me to Langport (166) about 

II p.m. A long argument with a commercial traveller kept 
me up till one o'clock, the consequence being that next day 
I was good for nothing (besides having failed to convince 
the commercial). 

Third day. — ^During the ride through Somerton (171) to 
Glastonbury (183), I became the victim first of stupidity, 
then of malice. A waggoner seeing me about to overtake 
him pulled very suddenly to the wrong side, and sent me 
sprawling over a heap of flints. No harm done. Shortly 
after a wilful misdirection given me by a playful Somertonian 
sent me 2^ miles in the wrong direction, so that I traversed 
12 instead of 7 miles between Somerton and Glastonbury. 
Wells Gathedral (188) was one of the few sights which I 
lingered to see. It is gorgeous. Then came the long 
ascent of the Mendip Hills, and I shall never forget the 
view of the Somerset Plain obtained from the top. At the 
summit of the steepest part the Bicycle Union has placed 
one of its boards, inscribed, " To cyclists. This hill is 
dangerous." A beautiful ride took me shortly to the city 
of Bath (208), whose glory has departed. Once up the long 
hill out of Bath, progress became rapid, and the third night 
was spent at Didmarton, a Gloucestershire village (225). 
Here a commercial gentleman told me that three well-known 
cricketers (who are brothers) learnt all their cricket from 
their mother, who, he told me, knows more about the art 
than any of her sons ! The old lady's round-hand bowling 
is said to be terrific. 

Fourth day.— A pleasant if uneventful ride led through 
1 etbury [jLoi Lirencester (^z4i ceieDratea tor its scientinc 
college of agriculture, Burford (258), Ghipping Norton (269), 
Banbury (282) to Southam (296?). Here my troubles, 
which never come singly, began. Rain commenced falling 
which soon wetted me through, I lost my road and went 
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quite a mile and a half out of the way, and shortly before 
reaching Rugby (309) the spring broke. But I felt so well 
and fit that I could not be glum. So, on reaching this 
town, I promptly took the machine to a mechanic, who had 
it plated and made stronger than before by next morning, 
and myself to the "Three Horse Shoes" Hotel, where I 
received every attention. 

Fifth day. — Sunshine and rain alternated rapidly until 
the afternoon. My road lay through Lutterworth (316), 
Leicester (328), Melton Mowbray (343), Grantham (359), 
Newark (374), to Retford (394). The last 10 miles were 
done in the dark, rendered more intense by the rain-clouds. 
To ride along a stony road on a dark rainy night is a most 
severe trial of nerve and temper. One cannot see the 
stones to avoid them, and each time the wheel goes over 
one, the machine is jerked up, or thrust on one side, and 
the rider gets a shake that makes his heart jump into his 
mouth, and brings to mind unparliamentary language. 
Retford was reached at 11 p.m., and when I asked the 
landlord of the " White Hart " whether he often put up 
bicyclists, he looked to me severely and replied, ** Yes, but 
not so late as this." However, I met with every attention 
here. I got wet through twice a day, and hardly slept a 
wink all night — ^nerves a little overwrought I suppose. 

Sixth day. — On emerging from the hotel I found to my 
horror that a furious north-west wind was blowing. I 
struggled on as far as Doncaster (412), when I became sick 
of fighting against that strong man, and threw up the 
sponge. After a good dinner at the " Reindeer " I went 
to bed for a couple of hours, expecting that the wind would 
lull in the evening — it did so, but of course the road got 
bad then. A wet, greasy, oolite road, rendered more 
delightful by the recent gyrations of a feathery traction- 
engine, is a treat not soon forgotten by the bicyclist. I 
enjoyed it this evening. Riding was only possible here 
and there. I tried to make myself believe that I was on a 
walking tour, and had taken the machine with me to come 
in handy now and then. About 11.30 p.m. I tramped iuto 
Wetherby (443). Two friendly policemen aided me in 
making sufficient noise to awaken the landlord of the inn 
here. The policemen were freemasons. They understood 
the sign directly. It consists in applying the thumb and 
forefinger to the inside of the waistcoat or trouser pocket, 
and jingling some metal kept there for the purpose. There 
seem to be many freemasons about. 

Seventh day. — The wind, still N.W., was blowing gently 
to-day, and did not impede perceptibly. The road improved 
gradually to Borobridge (455). Instead of running straight 
from here to Durham, through Northallerton and Darling- 
ton, I chose the celebrated Leeming Lane, a smooth fiat 
bit of road fully thirty miles long, and often selected for 
trotting matches. It is properly the highroad to Carlisle, 
via Scotch Comer and Greta Bridge. The lane has little 
traffic on it, and steers clear of towns. High speed was 



made through Leeming, Catterick (477), Scotch Comer 
(482), where the road to Carlisle bends off, and you can see 
the violet hills of the border country in the distance. Pierce 
Bridge, and over a range of hills to West Auckland (495), 
all black and grimy with coal dust, and Bishop Auckland 
(498) hard by, where the Bishop of Durham resides. Dined 
here, and met with a young Japanese who was interesting. 
Then on to Durham (508) through Speuny Moor, and 
thence via Chester-le-Street to Newcastle-on-Tyi^e (523). 
The county of Durham may boast of considerable natural 
beauties, but commercial enterprise has introduced into the 
landscape so many features of ugliness that the traveUer is 
glad to leave it behind. The high-level bridge which unites 
Gateshead and Newcastle is a grand structure. I had now 
scored 84 miles since the morning, and hearing from a 
policeman that I could get comfortably lodged at an inn 
six miles on, I thought I might complete the ninety miles 
before halting for the night. In due time Six Mile Brig hove 
insight. It was a dirty little colliery village. But I was tired, 
hungry, and wet, and the hour was eleven. So I thundered 
at the doors of all the inns I could find. No answer, except 
at one place, where a woman looked from a window and 
told me that the house was fuU, which, of course, was 
quite true. I shall take care that Dash Mailes, Esq., the 
landlord of the " hotel " which the policeman recommended, 
receives a copy of this account. A merry Northumbrian, 
prompted by that temporary feeling of generosity inspired 
by strong drink, vowed he would not leave me till he saw 
me safely housed, and made the locality reverberate with 
shouts of " Tom," and "Jack," and " Bill," but T., J., and 
B. slept quietly on. At length a tall man came up and 
offered me a night's lodging, as well as food. I accepted. 
The house to which he took me was a pitman's lodging- 
house. He was a pitman. His landlord — also a pitman — 
and family lived downstairs, and he upstairs. The landlord 
was directed to prepare supper. A vast pot of tea and a 
measureless pile of spice-cake, with batter, soon adorned 
the festive board. I had ridden 30 miles from Bishop- 
Auckland without tasting a morsel of food or drink ; so I 
did not count the cups of tea or the planks of cake which I 
consumed — I was afraid of getting into double figures. 
Then half a pipe of twist (for experiment) and upstairs to 
lie down till it was light enough to go on. 

Eighth day. — I was up with the lark, and amused with it 
too, and shortly found myself in Morpeth (537), eight miles 
on. Here, as might be expected, I had one of numerous 
baths and a breakfast worthy the name. Also made the 
acquaintance of a Presbyterian tailor, full of theology, 
politics, and good nature. 19 miles of fresh open country 
over a fine macadam road brought me to Alnwick (556). 
My old enemy, the north-west wind, got very boisterous 
now, and I was forced to resume the walking tour, taking 
the machine along with me, in case it might be of use again 
in the dim future. The wind was] terribly cutting as well 
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as powerful, but a blue jersey, bonght at Alnwick, kept me 
as warm as a toast. Of course I missed my way going out 
of Alnwick. I always do when other troubles are on hand. 
They neyer come singly, and nothing succeeds like success. 
But the hardest blow was yet to fall A few miles out of 
Morpeth my right foot began to hurt at the back ; but I 
thought nothing of it, as I only felt it when walking up a 
hill. But the walking tour from Alnwick to Belford (572) 
caused so* much pain that resignation and defeat seemed a 
matter of minutes. However, an hour's rest at Belford did 
good, and on I went. The wind was cruel, and forced me 
to walk most of the way to Berwick (587). I limped in 
about 10.30 p.m. and put up at the " Red Lion." 

Ninth day. — Foot better to-day, and by leaving the boot 
unbuttoned I seemed to give it the requisite relief. For- 
tunately I had no walking tour to-day. The wind was still 
strong, but the road was grand, and 29 miles of hard 
pushing brought me to Dunbar (616). At this point the 
road turns in sharply to the west, and I felt the wind but 
little as I rode through Haddington (627) and Tranent 
(636) into Edinburgh (645). Our city on a beautiful 
sumcDer's evening presents a spectacle not equalled any- 
where else. Quitting Edinburgh shortly after 9 p.m., a 
ride of an hour and a half over the finest and smoothest 
stretch of road I have ever been on in my life brought the 
traveller to the "Star and Garter" at Linlithgow (661). 
The Town Council had been riding the " marches to-day — 
an arduous proceeding I should suppose, and one requiring 
substantial refreshment. 

Tenth day. — When I awoke the rain was pattering on 
the window panes, and a keen N.W. wind blowing. A 
shudder, a resolve, a leap, and I was dressing quickly. The 
road to Falkirk (669) I found hilly, rough, lumpy, and 
slippery. Add to this wind and rain, and the result is 
misery. At Falkirk I stopped. Cook let me stand before 
the kitchen fire while she prepared breakfast. At 9.30 the 
rain stopped and I continued. The wind was rising rapidly. 
More walking tour. Though I tramped most of the way 
to Stirling (680) and thence to Dunblane (687), my foot 
gave no trouble. I fondly thought that it had got well. 
At Bridge of Allan (683^) I dined and slept an hour. At 
Punblane the road turns sharply to the west, and thence to 
Crieff (704), by Muthill and Perth (721), the ride was 
pleasant and prosperous. Dunkeld (736) was reached at 
11 p.m. 

Eleventh day.— To-day was a failure. ^ After passing 
Blair-Athole (756) the glen becomes rapidly higher and 
narrower. The wind came sweeping down as tmrouffh a 
funnel. There was a strong draught. Another walking 
tour. After three miles my foot began to complain. Once 
past " Struan Inn " there is no other until you get to Dal- 
whinnie, twenty miles distant. At Dalnacardocn I was in 
such pain that I was obliged to invade a farm house and 
ask for rest and food, which I got at rather a high figure. 
Then on past Dalnaspidal Station, over Drumocnter Pass 
to Dalwhinnie at the head of Lock Ericht (780). It was 
now eight o'clock, and I had only covered 44 miles since 
morning. At the *' Loch Ericht Hotel " the medical skill 
of Dr. reyton, of Broughty-Ferry, worked wonders, and the 
next day saw me traverse 105 miles with ease and pleasure. 

Twelfth day.— Newtonmore (789), Kingussie (793), 
Aviemore (805), and Carr-Bridge (811) succeeded one 
another rapidly. The scenery along the road from here, 
via Loch Moy (822), and Daviot (831), to Inverness (837) 
was glorious. The day too was lovely, and not a breath 



stirring. Leaving Inverness at six, I rode rapidly through 
Beauly (847), Dingwall (859), and Invergorden (872), to 
Tain (884), where the last night on the road was spent. 
Two miles before Tain the roswl forks right and left. No 
guide-post is there to direct the stranger. It was nearly 
midni^t. Fortunately I descried a light in a window, and 

frocured the necessary information. This reminds me that 
did not see a single guide-post in Scotland, except two 
close by John-o'-Groats , put up at the repeated request of 
an English tourist, Mr. Blackwell (the first bicyclist who 
rode from end to end of our island). Why is this ? In 
England they abound. 

Thirteenth and last day. — I rose to find my foot horribly 
stiff and painful. But the day was fine, no wind, and only 
1 10 miles more to run. Starting at 9.20, 1 ran hard to Bonar- 
Bridge (899), over The Mound to Golspie (920). where I 
dined and slept and hour. Leaving at 4, I ran rapidly 
through Brora f926) to Helmsdale (938). I had limped up 
the Ord of Caitnness by sunset. At fierriedale (948) it was 
raining hard. At Dunbeath (954) I stopped to have tea and 
bathe my foot, which had been tried severely by the 4 mile 
limp up the Ord. Wick (975) I reached about midnight. 
After refreshing and nursing myself for an hour and a halt 
at the Station Hotel, I started again, to the blank 
astonishment of landlord, boots, and waiters. The utter 
solitude, stillness, and dreariness of the remaining 19 miles 
made a most remarkable impression on me. Not one tree, 
bush, or hedge did I see the whole way — only dark brown 
moor and a road straight as a rule. At twenty minutes 

Jast three I stood stiff, sore, hungry, and happy before 
ohn-o'-Groats' House Hotel. I had ridden 994 miles in 
13 dajrs less 45 minutes. This gives an average of 76 to 77 
miles a day. I had no difficulty in rousing the landlord, 
and was soon asleep. Thu§ ended an interesting and 
amusing ride. 

Throughout the journey I refrained from using ferries or 
any conveyance except the machine. I must not omit to 
express my admiration for the roads of Caledonia. The 
average Scottish road is, in my experience, superior to the 
average English one. It is better made ana better engi- 
neered. The northern road makers understand the prime 
necessity of putting in quantities of hard solid metal, and 
so produce roads which, if less pleasant and smooth to ride 
on than English roads in fine weather, are more dependable 
on the whole, being more impervious to rain and less 
sensitive to traction engines. Many English roads are 
essentially fair-weather roads. [Here I feel tempted to 
indulge in speculations about the comparative moral 
characteristics of nations as reflected in their roads, but I 
refrain for fear of finding myself plunged in water too deep 
as well as too hot for me.J The northern roads are also 
better engineered. Long gentle gradients are considered 
easier than short precipices, and half a mile round to avoid 
a hill is preferred to following the crow. I am convinced 
that with favourable circumstances the distance of 1000 
miles could be done in ten days, and I sincerely hope that 
some more fortunate rider than I will succeed in proving it. 
Perhaps he had better make for Dunnet Head, which is 
really the most northern point of Scotland, John-o'-Groats* 
coming next by some two miles. I might also suggest to 
him to send numerous post-cards and telegrams all along 
his route to some friend at home, say the Captain of his 
club, and to keep all hotel bills. These would serve to 
convince sceptics. I adopted this plan myself, but the 
modest average of 77 miles a day does not appear to have 
called forth doubt. 
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I have only to add that the machine which carried me is 
a 58-incher, built by Humber & Marriott, of Queen's Road, 
Nottingham, and weighing 45 lbs. As an illustration of 
the perfection of this bicycle, I- may mention that the hind 
wheel, which revolves 1000 times a mile, ran from Dunkeld 
to John-o'-Groats* ^ distance of 260 miles) without being 
oiled on the way. Thus it made over a quarter-million re- 
volutions on the strength of e single lubrication ! — I am, 
yours faithfully, Ion Ebith-FaIiConeb. 

ECHOES. 

The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News contains 
a drawing of the finish of the Two Miles Handicap at bur 
sports on the 24th ultimo. The most striking likeness is 
that of McCuUum HiU taking the laps. 

• ••••• 

Mr. G. L. Hillier is the Editor of a new tricycling paper 
called The Tricydist. The first number has recently been 
issued. 

• ••••• 

D. R. Smith has successfully ridden both sides of 
Shooters' Hill. This is the first time I have heard of any- 
one mounting the southern slope. 

• •«••• 

Our President and Cortis are going to trv twenty miles 
in the hour at Surbiton early in August. May I be there 
to see. 

• «•••• 

A member writes :— " Tour Cambridge correspondent's 
ingenuity as to the ' riding to orders ' goes a little too far. 
If he will read the rule again he will see that persons doing 
certain acts will only be suspended if thev fail to give a 
satisfactory explanation. Tour correspondent's ' explana- 
tion' would, I hope, be more satisfactory than his first 

reading of the rule/' 

• ••••• 

W. E. Adam gave another proof of his indomitable pluck 
at Birmingham when he recovered at least four hundred 
yards whi<m he had lost, and took the lead less than a mile 
from home. His friends were in constant fear that he 
would fall exhausted during tlie last two laps; and the 
crowd fully realised the merit of his performance, and 
followed him to the dressing-tent with loud applause. 
« • • • • « 

The spectators were not slow to recognise Jephson's 
gameness in starting again after dismounting to tie up a 
spoke ; they continued to cheer him until his final retire- 
ment owing to a second fall. 

• •«••• 

Oreat sympathy was felt for Day in his mishap in the 
Twenty-five Miles at Birmingham. He only was to blame, 
but it was the first time in nis racing career that he had 
done such a thing, and his moment's slip lost him a splendid 
chance of a Championship medal. 

A Birmingham race-meeting gate is not precisely of the 
Stamford Bndge style. It is very unwashed, very numerous, 
very enthusiastic, and very plain spoken. It addresses 
most competitors by their Christian names, and if it does 
not know them, invents. Lowndes, who is a very big man, 
was universally saluted as Jumbo." Jephson and Adam 
were both much cheered for their plucky riding. 

• ••««• 

HuTCHiNOS. — On the 6th init., at Ben More, Boscombe SpAy 
Bournemouth, the wife of C. B. Hutchings, M.A., of a daughter. 

Bambler. 




THE DISTRICT CHALLENGE CUP. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm,— While the question of " overlapping " in this race 
is being debated in your columns, may we not consider if 
even more interest could not be added to it by allowing all 
to score who finish ? 

The object of this contest was presumably 
comparative merits of the dififerent Districts, tr^a^ 
the number of starters at three apiece we may ^"H? r 

the intention was only so far to limit the numwf all to 
enable the men to ride in comparative safety. The system 
of scoring by points (not, I think, invented when this race 
was inaugurated), if applied in this case, would give a more 
accurate gauge of the qualities of the respective Districts, 
and would possibly prolong the interest till all had finished, 
dead heats being settled by an appeal to the present plan. 
Under such an alteration we might yet see the crowning 
excitement of the struggle centred in a furious finish for 
the penultimate billet, and the much-coveted pot thus 
secured for his District by (say) your overlapped correspon- 
dent, whose happy-if-licked-but-does-not-mmd-because-he- 
knows-he-has-done-his-dutv countenance might at last 
(deplorable metamorphosis) be merged in that of a stream- 
ing and staggering victor. Who knows ? Iota. 

CLUB PHOTOGRAPH. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
SiK, — When I saw in your columns that a Club photo- 
graph was to be obtained from the photographer at Rich- 
mond, I immediately wrote for it, and was glad of the 
opportunitv of procuring good likenesses of my friends for 
the sum of four shillings and sixpence. I never seriously 
thought how the photograph would get to me, in fact I 
do not think I thought about it at al1» till a stem demand 
came from the carrier for one shilling and twopence 
for carriage, and a gentle request from the sender to 
return the boards wliich protected the picture, which 
courteously-worded petition I acceded to, and was mulcted 
by the railway company in the further sum of tenpence for 
return carriage, " no empties received unpaid for. * Now, 
sir, I do not wish to grumble at having to pay six shillings 
and sixpence for what I imagined would cost four shillings 
and sixpence, as I have only to thank my own want of 
forethought for having to do so, but I would suggest that 
a number of photographs should be sent to Messrs. Darling, 
if those gentlemen would take charge of them, so that 
members may be able to get the copies at the advertised 
price; and then, if they are above pocketing the two 
shillings saved, they can pay for two unused race meeting 
tickets, and the Club will be the gainer instead of the 
carriers or railway companies. Two shillings per member, 
for of course everyone will buy the photos, would go a long 
wav towards making the balance of the race account on the 
right side.— Yours, etc.. An Innocent Onb. 

CROWDED OUT. 
We are reluctantly obliged to leave out this week an 
account of H. R. E3Bynolc&, Jun.'s ride from London to 
York ; an article by W. R. Sewell ; and other interesting 
matter. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Bablivq &, Son, at the Minerva Stem 
PrintiDg Office, 35, Eastoheap, London, E.C.— July 6, 1882. • 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for " Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

It is in our opinion very important that the Gazette 
should be puWished on Thursdays. If the issue is delayed 
till Friday it does not reach the hands of those members 
who leave their homes before the post comes in, till Saturday 
aftenioon, and consequently too late for them to make 
arrangements to meet friends at this or tliat District Run, 
or to take advantage of any alterations that may have 
been made. The Post Ofi&ce, which delivers letters with 
the great.est regularity, is apt to be a little careless about 
papers, and occasionally takes considerably longer tlian is 
necessary to deliver them, so that it has happened that 
members have received their Gazettes on Monday morning, 
when their value is at a discount. In order to enable the 
publishers to post the Gazette on Thursdays, we venture 
to appeal to members to send their matter in whenever 
possible on Mondays, and not to wait till the last moment 
except under extraordinaiy circumstances. We are well 
aware that it is often highly inconvenient for District 
Captains to send in their reports before Tuesday, and we 
are very reluctant to ask them to inconvenience them- 
selves, but we must plead, in doing so, the great importance 
of the early publication of the Gazette, and the great 
difiSculty of punctuality when all the reports come in 
on Tuesday evenings. There are many other reasons be- 
sides these we have given why the Gazette should be in 
the hands of members on Fridays, but they are so self- 
evident that we need not dilate on them. There 



was a time when copy was scarce, and however late 
an article was received it was almost sure of insertion, but 
now we are most thankAil to say that our Gazette is so 
well supported that, save on one solitary occasion, matter 
has been most plentiful, and whereas in old days the ques- 
tion was how to fill the Gazette, it is now how to get 
everything in. - Last week we had even to cut out the 
Notice to Correspondents," and we have incurred the 
Hon. See's dire displeasure through not publishing a notice 
requesting members to be rather more speedy in settling up 
for race tickets than usual So now not only must matter 
be sent up in time, but if immediate insertion is desired it 
must be sent up early, as it has to take its turn, unless 
it is of an ''official" character. This may be an additional 
motive to our members to be in time. 



GENERAL MEET AT HARROW. 

The arrangements for this Meet are as usual. 

N.E. leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.30 and ride to ''Jack 
Straw's," where they should meet the N.W. 

N.W. leave "Jack Straw's" at 4.30, and ride with the 
N.E. to Harrow. 

W. meet at the District Stable at 4.45, and ride direct 
to Harrow. 

S.W. meet at the " Coach and Horses," Kew, where the 
S.E. will join them by road or rail at 4.30, and the two 
Districts ride together to Harrow. 

Tea is to be provided at the '* King's Head," at the top 
of the hill. The District Captains. 
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NOTICE. 

The Hon. Sec. will be much obliged if those members 
who have not yet settled up for their Race Meeting tickets 
will do so at once> so as to enable the Treasurer to issue the 
trial balance sheet in accordance with the resolution passed 
at the Committee Meeting of the 5th ultimo. 



PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The photograph taken at the Race Meeting by R. M. 
Gruggen can now be seen at the Gazstte office. Those 
members who wish to have copies are requested to send a 
post card to Gruggen, so that an unnecessary number may 
not be printed. The price is, as before, 9d per copy. 

Copies of the Ewell Photograph are also on view. The 
price is 3s 6d a copy. The likenesses are as a rule very 
successful. 

BICYCLE UNION. 
Meetings of the Executive have been held at the Offices, 
17, Ironmonger Lane, on June 27th, July 4th, and July 
11th, 1882. 

Engaged on arrangements for Championships. 

Mr. R. P. Hampton-Roberts has been appointed librarian. 

Mr. H. R. Reynolds, Jun., has been appointed hon. sec. 
to the " Dangerous Hills Committee. 

Be King. — After thoroughly investigating this case, the 
Executive decided not to take any further steps in the 
matter. 

A vote of thanks has been passed to the Birmingham 
Championships Committee. 

The amateur status of the various riders who competed 
in the bicycle race at the Syndale Park Sports was con- 
sidered, but the matter was adjourned until further 
inquiries had been made. 

Brighton Coach and Bicyclists.— This affair has been 
taken into consideration, and instructions given for a 
thorough investigation to be made. 

LAWN TENNIS. 

With the permission of the Captain a Lawn Tennis 
Tournament has been started — no dissentient voice having 
reached the ears of the promoters since their proposal in 
last week's Gazette. The rules then mentioned will stand 
good. As, however, it is feared that many members only 
looked upon the notice as a suggestion and would not enter 
until the tournament was floated, it has been proposed to 
keep the entries open till next Monday, 24th inst., and it is 
hoped everyone will forward his name immediately. As the 
time is getting short the first ties will probably have to be 
played off before Saturday, August 5th, and it is requested 
that members will make an effort to do so. 

It is to be understood that no tie is to be played off on a 
Saturday afternoon. Thirty-one entries have already been 
received, and a member has kindly offered a second prize. 



LONDON TO YORK 

I had seen something in The Field last year to the effect 
that such a journey as Mr. Thorpe's, in 1876, could not be 
done on a modem machine, as they have not sufficient rubber 
or big enough springs. Though I am myself a great believer 
in plenty of rubber and of spring, I thought it could be done 
on a modern machine, and ordered a new 54iu. for the 
purpose. As on June 29 it had not come, I was compelled 
to ride the machine I had ridden in the Bath race, viz., a 
56iii. D.H.F. Premier, with only lin. under the spring and 
fin. rubber tyre, and with hub lamp attached. 

I met C. Wigan at St. John's Wood Station at 11.45 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 29, and rode with him to the N.E. comer 
of Regent's Park, where we waited till midnight, and then 
started for Highgate. It was so greasy that we had to walk 
part of the way, but on reaching the " Archway Tavern " at 
the bottom of Highgate Hill it improved. I met Mr. 
Tegetmeier at the Archway at 12.25 a.m. The roads thence 
were muddy, but Mr. Tegetmeier kindly rode as faras Potter's 
Bar, piloting us in the dark over the worst part of the road. 
Soon after he left us, the Rev. W. D'A. Crofton appeared. 
The roads, which had hitherto been somewhat heavy, now 
got dry, but a slight breeze from the north sprang up, which 
continued with more or less force (generally slight) all the 
way to Tork. Hatfield (19^ miles) was reached at 2.10 a.m. 
Soon after it began to drizzle, and continued to do so at 
short intervals till about 11 a.m., wetting everything but 
the roads, and causing a very unusual quantity of dust 
to adhere to my machine. Mr. Crofton set a good pace, 
and C. Wigan, who wished to see his brother near 
Grantham, dropped behind before Hitcliin. He eventually 
reached Newark that evening, #and rode to York the 
next day. Mr. Crofton gave me some sandwiches and saw 
me through Uitchin (34 miles) at about 3.20, and then 
left me, advising me to go into Shefiford (41 miles), which 
I accordingly did, and turned to the right at about 4.10. 
Thence I kept up about ten and a half miles an hour, the 
wind beiug rather strong just now. Dismounted for a cup 
of tea fi^t a cottage at Eaton Socon. Rode Alconbury Hill, 
and sat down for a couple of minutes at the top. Since 
about Hitchin I had got inside the ten miles an hour and 
kept it up through Stilton, where the gravel roads finally 
ended. To Wansford (88^ miles), which I reached at 
8.7. a.m. Stopped to breakfast thirty-five minutes at the 
" Old Mermaid " (eggs and tea), and never again overtook 
the ten miles an hour. I was feeling a little faiut and 
hungry at Wansford, but was all right after breakfast. 
Left Stamford (89 miles) at 9.10, roads thus far very fair, 
but soon after I got on to the oolite, which was all ruts and 
stones, and abominable going. Crossing to the side of tlie 
road was out of the question. Reaching the hundredth mile- 
stone at 10.20 a.m., I dismounted, and sat upon it a minute 
or two to take notes. Nearing Grantham (110 miles) the 
road improved slightly, and I dismounted at 11.25 in the 
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town to buy some fruit. I posted a card here, having pre- 
viously done so at Wansford and Stamford. Walked up a 
hill for the first time at Great Gonerby, and rode carefully 
down the other side. Thence the road was capital to 
Newark, though at twelve o'clock (noon) the sun came out 
very hot (I had then done 116 miles). There was, however, 
a cooling breeze against me still. Newark was reached at 
12.45 (124} miles), and I lunched at the B.T.C. inn on bread 
and jam and milk, taking two hard-boiled eggs with me. To 
Tuxford (137 J miles) the road was good on the whole. I 
arrived here at 2.30 p.m., and stopped ten minutes to put 
my head under the pump, drink some water, and post a 
card. The road was very loose to Retford (144f miles), 
which I passed through at 3.20. At Bawtry (153 miles) it 
continued loose. Here I posted another card. Thence to 
Doncaster (162 miles) was very good except for loose 
patches. I again pumped over my head, as it was very 
hot, alao on my feet. Arrived here <at 5.10 p.m., feeling 
rather done, and stopped to tea at a coffee-house. Left 
at 5.30 for Ferrybridge (174^ miles). Found the road 
abominable, all ruts and loose stones. In one part I had 
to ride for some distance on the broad but ribbed rut left 
by a traction engine. I never saw a high road so bad, 
except in winter, as it was most of the way from Doncaster 
to York. Steep descent at Wentbridge, followed by a steep 
ascent, which I walked ; this and that at Great Gonerby 
were the only hills I walked. Stopped for biscuits and 
water a few minutes at Sherburn, and got to Tadcaster 
(190^ miles) at 8.30. The hist nine miles to York were 
execrable riding, owing to ruts and loose stones. Four 
miles from York I was overtaken by a bicyclist, and we 
rode in together, having stopped six or seven minutes just 
outside the city to light lamps. The clocks by the Castle 
Bar Gate showed 9.43 as I got there (199^ miles). My 
companion conducted me to the B.T.C. Hotel. I was just 
sufficiently fresh to mount with one hop at this time. 
I found my machine none the worse for the shaking. 

Next day, having had more than enough of Yorkshire 
roads, I took tlie 10.0 train to Doncaster, and rode thence 
over bad roads to Tickhill, where I missed seeing the castle, 
as I was told it was on the Worksop road, and after I had 
gone some distance I was told it was on the Retford road. 
Tickhill to Worksop was also bad, so was Worksop to 
Mansfield very stony and rutty, but much prettier than 
the Great North Road. To Nottingham from Mansfield 
was capital surface, so was the road on to Melton, but 
Nottingham itself was very badly paved. Having to be at 
Ulston near Eibworth that evening, I did not stop for any 
sights. I missed my way in Broughton, and wandered 
about among the lanes by Dalby and Tilton, and, as it was 
very hilly, did not get in till 9.15, having been lOj hours 
over 86 miles. 

Next day I left at 11 a.m., and had good granite roads 
through Harboro' and Kettering to Higham Ferrers. 



Leicestershire roads are real macadam, not anti-macadam, 
like London ones, though they are all Mount Sorrel granite. 
The stones are broken small and evenly and make capital 
surface, except for very quick riding, without ruts, mud, or 
dust at any time. From Higham I went through Bedford 
and on to Luton. Soon after Luton, I was overtaken by a 
member of the Highgate Harriers, who showed me where 
to get milk by turning to the right at the top of Barton 
Hill. In Luton I kept to the left along a road not shown 
in many maps, past a very fine park to Wheathampstead, 
by the water aU the way. I should think this preferable 
to the high road, as more level and prettier. From Wheat- 
hampstead I went to Welwyn, and thence to St. Albans, 
where I stayed the night ; 91 miles during the day, t.e., 
380 miles in three days. 

Next day I was up and in the saddle at seven, and went 
by Sheuley and Edgware Road to tlie city. 

I was very sore riding from Doncaster to Kibworth, but 
all right next day. A little stiffness in the left calf was 
the only other inconvenience that resulted. 

H. R Reynolds, Jun., O.U.Bi.C. and L.B.a 



NATURE ABHORS A VACUUM. 

Now to the banquet we preM, 

Now for the eggs, now for the ham, 
Now for the mostard and cress, 
■ Now for the strawberry jam. 

The subject of feeding is of universal interest. I am not 
going to give any valuable hints on training for racing, 
because even when in my most brilliant form I scarcely 
rival tlie swiftness of the crippled hearse-horse ; moreover, 
at an Otter Club supper I once saw Cortis consume roast 
pork at eleven o'clock on a Friday night, and as he raced 
the next afternoon and won as usual, I had all the bottom 
shaken out of my preconceived notions of training there 
and then. I have not as yet had an opportunity of 
perusing that gentleman's recent work on training, so am 
unable to say if the above is part of the system recom- 
mended ; if not, we must assume that Mr. Cortis is like 
the parson who said, " You must'nt do as I do, you must 
do as I tell you." 

The most interesting feed in connection with the L.B.C. 
is of course the annual dinner, on which occasion all loyal 
nieiiibers hang on their claw-hammer coats and flock in 
their myriads to the halls of dazzling light to engage in 
feasting and revelry, to admire the professional enthusiasm 
of our toastmaster when leading the ringing British cheers 
(a sight which alone is worth the journey), and to enjoy 
the privilege of paying a fancy price for our wine— a price 
which almost places it beyond the grasp of all but the rich 
and powerful. But if it is necessary for our prestige that 
we dine at the West End always, this vinous buccaneering 
must be endured. Personally I like it ; I like to live at 
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the rate of a couple of thousand a year occasioually, for an 
hour or two, and then afterwards, as I drift comfortably 
homeward, I have an indistinct and general idea of feeling 
sort of fashionable and wealthy. It develops into a finan- 
cial question, though, if you take a friend or two and 
engage to see them right through. What does the gentle 
reader think ? 

There is not much variety about Club teas — it is a case 
of Caesar and Pompey. The principal object of interest is 
the Marmalade Fiend. Each District, I presume, has its 
champion. His presence may be detected by observing the 
position of the empty preserve dishes at the end of the 
banquet ; they encompass him round about on every side, 
and even then, being a hearty eater, he will probably be 
heard lifting up his voice, and, like Oliver, asking for more. 
We have all seen and sympathised with the member who, 
arriving late, after settling himself and getting his bearings 
generally, is on the point of requesting someone to pass the 
marmalade, but, catching sight of the Demon at work, 
plaintively substitutes the question, " Is there any mar- 
malade left ? " Moloch is probably doing his concluding 
lap with the remains of the last pot in the village well in 
hand. 

The Club tea also offers facilities of an unusual kind for 
performing gastronomical feats of which, in after life, we 
may well be proud. The average member can consume a 
few hard-boiled eggs, a pork chop or so, a plateful of 
radishes, and numerous cups of weak tea, and then go home 
and slumber all night with the* corpse-like serenity of one 
who hast just paid his tailor's bill, or done some equally 
unusual and virtuous action. We don't think much of it 
now, perhaps, but it is an achievement nevertheless. 

Having been reared exclusively in the steady North- 
West, in which District backslidiugs are unknown, I can 
only speak from hearsay of those festive resorts to which 
the volatile and gallant South-Easter is wont to betake 
himself to play at lawn tennis and consume his raspberry 
jam while basking in the sunshine of Beauty's smiles, 
although I am given to understand that the general tone 
of the District is not quite so frivolous as it was before the 
epidemic swept through it and smote down the Flower of 
its Chivalry. 

My natural modesty will not permit me to offer any 
remarks on drinking, so many members being better quali- 
fied to speak from a more extended experience. 

W. R Sewbll. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

53'inch silver-plated "Humber" Roadster, in excellent 
running order ; ball bearings to both wheels, brake, Stan- 
ton's cyclometer (silver plated), and Dearlove's King of the 
Road head lamp (nickel plated), etc. etc. Price 15 guineas, 
cost double.— B. H. Pollock, 25, Thurlow Road, Hamp- 
stead, N.W. 



ECHOES. 

" Ccrps esprit " is a Zuluism for " esprit de carps.** 

We learn with regret that the Athletic Bemew has 
ceased to appear. Its financial success was not equal to its 
merits ; as to the latter we have met with but one opinion. 

• ••••• 

Has the N.E. tenor the rheumatism he prophesied from 
imprudent hours on the grass at Whip's Cross? I can 
answer for it that one of the hounds has a bad cold in his 
head. 

• • • • ♦ • 

They say that visitors from the N.W. are great musical 
acquisitions when started, but that it requires a great deal 
of " social pressure " to start them. 

• ••••• 

Sarcastic small bov to red-faced, labouring, panting 
hound on High Beech: "Don't sit there, shivering with 
cold ; make haste, he's onlv four miles ahead of you 1 " 
Hound's reply : * * *, [Our devil refuses to print this. — En.] 
«••••• 

The Union has resolved to take up the Brighton Coach 
case ; we hope with success. 

• *•••• 

The handicapper of that body is rolling in handicaps, and 
scored a best on record some time ago. 

• •««•« 

Cigarettes were not the order of the dav at the N.E. 
Paperchase this year. Local talent was absent, and the 
hare had laid the scent extra hot in memory of last year. 

• ••«•« 

Keith-Falconer and Cortis at the Wanderei-s' race 
meeting on the 1st or '2nd of August ought to be worth 
seeing. 

6us Wilkinson's old friends will be glad to hear that he 
is payinff a short visit to his native country. He was the 
first L.D.C. man who rode up Reigate Hill. 

• ••«•« 

A correspondent writes : — " The meet at the Public Hall, 
Croydon, on the evening of the 11th, can be reckoned a suc- 
cess not only as far as numbers, but for the enthusiastic and 
friendly wav the members were received by those present. 
After partaking of tea, Mr. Corry read the latest telegram 
re the Egyptian Forts, which^ produced loud cheering, the 
band playing ' Rule Britannia.' The rest of the evening 
was spent m pleasing conversation and extortionate 
demands. Several ladies were present, members' sisters 
figuring well in the foreground. Those not present will 
no doubt cut their throats in despair and mortification." 

Rambler. 



NOTICE. 

I have had the misfortune to lose my Bath Medal 
through an insecure fietsteuing, and up to the present have 
had no news of it. I would caution all fellow-medallists 
to look to theirs. Of course if anyone should by chance 
hear anything of it, I shall be very glad to hear from them. 

W. J. Williams. 

W. R. Sewell wishes to intimate to the many members 
who have so kindly called on him during his illness that by 
the date of the present issue he will be shunted to 5, Sheen 
Villas, Park Road, Richmond. Members please copy. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.£. 

Croydon Dirision. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


1 Lea Bridge Bd. 3.80, 
S I Sybom's Comer 
>» < 8.46, for Navb- 
S 1 STOCK. ( " Green 

1 Man.") 


*' Jack Straw's 
Castie" 8.45, for 
LrrxiiB Bebk- 

HAICPSTBAD. 


Hammersmith 
Bridge 8.30, for 
WiflLKT Hut. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for WiSLET 
Hut. Picnic, Meet 
W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Rivebhbas. Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for BivsB- 
HlAD. Meet Croy- 
don Div. 


July 29.— 


All Difltrictfl run to Habbow. For times and places of starting see page 149. 





August 5. — No Official Run on account of Bank Holiday. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. PAPERCHASK 

This event last year having been quite unique in the 
history of paperchases in the curious incidents it led to, 
our enterprising District Captain, in the interests of 
scientific research, arranged for another. The weather 
had not been very favourable during the week, and was 
threatening on Saturday morning — a fact which will pro- 
bably account for the curious pressure of business that 
afternoon, which kept so many men from turning up until 
tea time. However, at 415, behold! two hares and five 
hounds. A unanimous protest of the hounds, however, sent 
one hare off alone. It was wisely pointed out that it would 
be desirable, when the hounds caught their prey, that the 
aforesaid prey should not be powerful enough to turn round 
and rend them ; so the District Captain started alone, and 
after ten minutes' law was followed by a pack of six, two 
more L.B.C. men in costume suggestive of tennis and 
several small boys watching the start. The scent, which 
was laid very well throughout, led over ordinary roads 
until two miles from the start, when it turned into a 
muddy pond or a watery field — the hounds are unable to 
agree which description is most accurate. However, by 
riding, swimming, walking, jumping, and other delightful 
ways of progression, nearly a mile of forest road was got 
over, Weeks and Barker leading, the other hounds straggling 
along very comfortably. The track then went over Friday 
Hill, where the scent became very scarce, suggesting that 
the hare had had quite enough to do with his hands, without 
throwing paper — down again after a false scent into a pond, 
and then, after a long pull up Whitehall Lane, which was 
very heavy, into the Epping New Road at Buckhurst Hill. 
The hare, while oiling up on the small precipice beyond 
Fairmead (which by-the-bye Charles Newman rode up— a 
very good performance, considering the mud), saw the lead- 
ing hounds and immediately devised a false scent, which the 
hares accepted, and went half a mile out of their way. 
However, after running down a breakneck hill into the 
Waltham Road — which our S.E. visitor, with his usual 
caution on strange hills, rode down — the hare's scent failed, 
and he waited for the hounds, who had gained about five 
minutes on him, at Chingford. Thence everyone reached 



Mrs. Godlee's hospitable roof safely, and a large number of 
late arrivals appeared, all with admirable excuses. After 
tea the musical talent of the Club roused itself, " shook the 
dew from its mane," and generally distinguished itself. 
Some " common " and a good many very uncommon chords 
were noticeable. The medical practitioner in the hammock 
made moral remarks at the end of each song, and some 
irreverent members tried very hard to break his neck by 
turning him double-somersaults in his swinging cradle. 
The party broke up at a late hour of the night ; and one 
and all desire to express their very hearty thanks to 
Mrs. Godlee and family for a very pleasant evening. 
Present at tea : Arnott, Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, 
Barker (S.E.), Child, A. Fowler, Theo. Godlee (Dist. Capt.) 
Hough, Jolly, Large, Long, Lyne, C. Newman (N.W.), 
T. K Scrutton, Gerard Smith, Weeks, J. W. Wilson 
(country), and Arthur Barrett (member's brother). 



N.W. DlSTBICT. 



Another wet Saturday morning caused the same result 
as the previous one — ^a poor attendance. Although the 
roads were rather muddy and wet near town, the hot after- 
noon sun, helped by a good breeze, very soon altered their 
appearance, and they proved very fair going. A party of 
seven Nor -Westers left Hendon Station, and proceeded, 
without any " episodes " taking place, to Ickenham via 
Harrow and Ruislip, being joined by Alison at Eastcott. 
We were supposed to meet the W., but they only put in 
one representative — ^A. H. Eoch, who was found amusing 
himself in learned conversation with a gipsy, who had 
evidently been drinking something stronger than even the 
water from the village pump, which, according to Hindley, 
can at times produce very curious effects on one. We were 
sorry to meet so few of our Western friends, one wag 
advancing the theory that they were saving the expense of 
the tea for the picnic at Wisley Hut next week. We had 
rather a poor tea, the butter especially being far from the 
best ''Dosset." The usual stroll through the pretty park 
afterwards, which was new to even the Northern Guide. 
He and Eoch went on to Amersham, while the others 
trundled home the same way as they had oome. Distance, 
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86 miles. Preaent : Alison, Boyer, Elgood, 0. L. Hill, 
W. T. Hill, Jackson, TuUoch, and 

W. J. WiLLUMS, District Captain. ' 
I hope members will do their best to turn up next Satur- 
day for one of our best runs — Little Berkhampstead — and 
not be frightened if the roads are a little muddy at the 
start. I am sure they will enjoy it. We shall go vid 
Carbon Hill and Newgate Street. 



W. District. 

July 15. The D.C. being unable to start at the appointed 
time for Ickenham, carried out the Club run in the evening 
in the company of a friend, but arrived at this pleasant 
little village only to find all the L.B.C. men just departed. 
Beads bad. Present : J. D. England and 

Dakiel T. Nops, District Captain. 

ANOTHEB ACCOUNT. 

The run to meet the N.W. at Ickenham was attended by 
one member only. The roads through Greenford were 
perfect, and the absentees lost a most enjoyable run. No 
doubt members were saving their money for the picnic next 
Saturday, and so were unable to faC'O that very expensive 
luxury, a N.W. tea. After tea we had a stroll in the park, 
and the Districts separated about 7.30. A. H. E. 

P. S. — The W. District have been having record 
attendances of late. (N.B. — This is not one.) 



S.W. DiSTBICT. 

15th July. It is certainly a most lamentable fact that, 
on an afternoon with weather not much below the average 
of our fickle English summer, a favourite run like Reigate 
resulted in a solitary ride for the P.C. It is true that our 
District is very small, but still it does not seem too much 
to expect that two or three, out of a total of twenty mem- 
bers, might, at the cost of a little personal inconvenience, 
make an effort to support their District run. After waiting 
vainly for companions that came not — the faithful Sherrifif 
being absent on a foreign tour in search of the source of the 
White Nile or some other pleasing object — I made a start, 
and rode over dry, in places dusty, roads to Ewell, the rain 
having been very merciful with this District lately. 
Ascending the Downs, the country showed traces of the 
recent rainfall, but there was no need to grumble at the 
roads, which ran wonderfully well considering the amount 
of moisture we had been experiencing in town. A small 
and select party was found at the " Grapes," the big bat- 
talions of the S.E. having suffered, like ourselves, from 
weather and other evils. The grand nature .of the run 
home from Beigate amply compensates for the trouble of 
getting there — mile after mile of favouring gradient, over 
breezy downs plentifully besprinkled with gorse and purple 
heather, lands the traveller on the undulating ground ad- 
joining the river valley; from thence the tracks to be 



followed do not lose caste, in the gathering darkness, by 
their familiarity. Present : 

Arthur E. Buckler, District Captain. 
Next Saturday we meet at the usual time for Wisley Hut, 
*for picnic with W. Members are requested not to allow 
the weather to interfere with their arrangements, as the 
programme will be carried out wet or fine. 

S.E. District. 
July 15. — When the District Captain rode up to the 
Central Croydon Station this afternoon it presented a very 
deserted appearance, although it was just at the time when 
there ought to have been a crowd of grey jackets waiting 
for the order to start It was known that Oswald had gone 
on first via Box Hill and half a dozen other places, and 
would meet us at The Grapes," and as we had actually 
scraped together four men, and the hour was 4.50, we 
thought we might venture to make a move without 
waiting any longer for the Blackheath Division, which, 
it was supposed, had been somewhat unfavourably im- 
pressed with the weather, as on the previous Saturday. 
The weather, though, does not iufiuence everyone in the 
same way, for there are some men who can manage to 
brave it even when they have a long hilly ride, without a 
companion either out or home, such is their love for their 
sport and their Club. The O'Reilly is a standing proof of 
the truth of this. He was at Reigate when we arrived 
there a few minutes past six, and, needless to say, had 
ridden up from Brighton on purpose to support the Club 
run. This is the seventh time he has done so this season, 
and it would be well if his example were followed by a good 
many of our members, who can know but little of the 
pleasures of our runs, for the simple reason that they never 
try them. No doubt a good many thought the roads would 
be bad, and so they were here and there ; but upon the whole, 
and particularly on the return journey through Banstead, 
they were beautiful. Oswald, who ought to be called the 
Southern Guide, took us over some splendid lanes, making the 
ride home most enjoyable. Reynolds rode Reigate Hill with 
his accustomed ease, and two or three others would have 
ridden it too had they been able to keep on the pavement 
stones. The S.W. collie accompanied his master about 83 
miles out and home. Sharp was the musician of the 
evening, and gave us some very nice waltzes. Altogether 
I can assure the absentees that they lost a most pleasant 
run, and I hope they will come " in their thousands " to 
the remaining runs of the season, to make up for lost time 
and opportunities. Present : C. A. Brown, The O'ReiUy, 
J. C. Oswald, H. R. Reynolds, H. N. Sharp, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

RACING FIXTURES. 
July 22. — South London Harriers at Stemford Bridge. 

22. — Five Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace 

22.— North Warwickshire B.C. Races at Aston. 
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A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OF 
ENGLAND, AND THE MffiLANDS. 

By K J. and H. H. Shebbiff. 

( Continued firom page lOL) 

We then strolled down to see Gelert's grave, which is 
rather a sell but is prettily situated, and lying down on 
the grass we admired the surrounding scenery. Huge 
mountains towered around us, Snowdon reared its proud 
head, as it seemed within a stone's throw, while the 
Glaslyn meandered through the meadow in which we lie. 
Returning to the " Royal and Goat " we settled our bill ; the 
usual " Do you belong to the Club ? " was asked. Replying 
in the afi&rmative, we were charged B.T.C. prices for a 
most capital meal, which doubtless in the ordinary way 
would have cost double as much. 

Then, mounting, we rode across the little bridge out 
of the village towards Capel Curig (pronounced Eappel 
Eerrig). After a little time the road began to ascend, and 
we had some very fine scenery with several lakes in view ; 
the ascent presently became greater and we had to dis- 
mount and walk some considerable distance ; we, however, 
had plenty to occupy our attention, for the scenery was 
very striking. After walking a mile or two the road 
appeared almost level, and we attempted a mount, but it 
was with difficulty that we reached the saddle, and after a 
hundred yards or so found we were still fast rising, so again 
took to walking. Presently again the road appeared level, 
and once more we mounted, only to find we were still 
getting nearer the clouds. Never did a road appear so decep- 
tive ; at times it appeared we were actually descending, but 
the drag of the machines told a different tale, and right 
glad we were when the turn did come, and then commenced 
a fine run down which extended for miles. We soon passed 
the noted inn of Pen-y-gwryd, which is at the junction of 
the road to the Llanberis Pass, through which we were to 
travel next day. From there we had a grand run to Capel 
Curig, nearly all the distance being ridden "legs over." 
The scenery was most interesting ; on each side huge 
mountains ranged — on our right the Glyder Bach, 3,200 
feet in height ; on our left the Moel Shabod, 2,865 feet 
high ; straight behind us Snowdon was in view, and on our 
right, between the road and the mountain range, ran a 
rapid torrent which emptied itself into two lakes close to 

OAPEL CUBia, 

through which place we rode witliout alighting, for we 
were first bound to Bettws. Then followed a grand wide 
road, perfect in surface and finely engineered, through 
the Valley of the Llugwy; it was all on the descend, and a 
splendid six miles it was too ; the scenery also was very 
fine, the Llugwy running by the roadside the whole way; 
the mountains of the Snowdon Range were full in 
view, ''imparting grandeur and sublimity to the scene." 
Arriving at Bettws-y-Coed soon afker five o'clock we at 



once sought a place for tea, and, finding a place to please, 
soon were at it " hammer and tongs," or rather " knife and 
fork." 

BEITWS-Y-OOBD, 

i.e, the Chapel or the Station in the Wood, is situated close 
to the confluence of the Llugwy and Conway, and the 
surroundings are rich in beauty and grandeur. We walked 
up to see the Ffos Noddyn or the Fairy Glen — it is a lovely 
spot, the foliage being most beautiful We clambered 
down to the waters and enjoyed the delicious coolness that 
pervaded the spot, and it was hard to tear ourselves away ; 
but Capel Curig we were bound to reach again that evening. 
The sun was setting as we turned our backs on Bettws, and 
long weird shadows did our figures cast as we wended our 
way up the valley. We had had a splendid day, and it was 
now a delightfully cool and quiet evening. The splashing 
of the Llugwy by the roadside, and the last songs of the 
birds as they sought their night's roost, fell on our ears as 
we steadily treadled our way up the long incline. About 
half way between Bettws and Capel Curig are the Swallow 
Falls ; they lie close by the roadside, and we at once dis- 
mounted to see them — they are very beautiful. The 
waters of the Llugwy are here precipitated down a chasm, 
not of a vast depth but of considerable width. We 
clambered down to the waters below, and, seated on a huge 
rock, watched the falling waters, as 

<* RiBing and leaping, sinking and creeping, 
SweUing and flinging, showering and springing. 
Eddying and whisking, spouting and frisking, 
Twining and twisting around and around ; 
CoUecting, disjecting, with endless rebound ; 
Smiting and fighting, a sight to delight in, 
Confounding, astounding, diceing and deafening the ear 
with its sound." 

A strange tale is connected with these falls, and will 
doubtless interest those superstitiously inclined. It is said 
that the wailing sound which mingles with the roar of the 
cataract is occasioned by the shrieking and howls of a 
tortured soul, and this same soul is that of Sir John Wynn, 
of Owydir, who died in 1626, after living a life of injustice 
and horrid cruelties. 

As the night was fast closing in we remounted and 
pushed on steadily to Capel Curig, which was reached at 
nine o'clock ; after a light supper we retired to rest, giving 
instructions to be called early next morning, as we intended 
climbing Snowdon, and afterwards get on to Carnarvon; 
but, as will be seen, our programme was to be upset. The 
day's run of fifty-five miles was the most interesting we 
had had. 

Friday, 22nd July. Upon waking we were terribly wild 
to find rain coming down heavily, and thus disappointing 
us of our much-anticipated ascent of Snowdon, it being 
qaite useless climbing the mountain on a wet or even misty 
morning. This was the only item in our programme which 
was not carried out. A good breakfast off salmon steak 
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cheered us up a bit. About an hour was spent waiting for 
the rain to cease, the time being spent perusing the visitors' 
book, which is very amusing reading, descriptions of the 
ascent of Snowdon predominating. Adding a few lines our- 
selves, we determined not to wait any longer, no appearance 
of the rain leaving off, and we started in a drenching down- 
pour. What made matters worse was a high wind blowing 
dead against us, making riding almost an impossibility, one 
or two mounts being made, but for very short distances, 
violent gusts bringing us to a standstill ; besides which, the 
first five miles were an almost continual ascent, and it was 
anything but enjoyable wheeling our machines up the long 
rise, with the rain coming dowp in a blinding sheet, and 
half a gale of wind beating against us ; we were soon soaked 
to the sldn, and felt as though we had waded through a 
pond. For all this unpleasantness we were repaid by the 
increased beauty of the surrounding scenery. Some perhaps 
may doubt this, but it is a well-known fact that it is really 
the best time to see the 

LLANBEBIS PASS, 

which we were now entering, during and just after heavy 
rains. Opinions differ much as to the attractions of this 
pass. Some praise it very highly; the scenery appears 
generally rather dreary than grand, though Alpine in cha- 
racter, but on a cloudy, showery day, when the mists are 
drifting among the crags, the effects are often extremely 
impressive ; and whatever may be the discomfort of the 
journey, the traveller will be well satisfied by the improve- 
ment in the scenery, the innumerable rills and water 
torrents, being increased, come dashing and roaring down 
the mountain sides. The Pass is considered the finest in 
Wales, the precipitous and craggy sides of the noble moun- 
tains press closely on* each other and shut in the narrow 
valley. Shattered masses of every form, which have been 
hurled down from the heights, are lying about in strange 
confusion, and amidst them a stream, rushing and roaring, 
hastens its descent to the head of Llyn-Peris. At about 
the fifth milestone from Gapel Curig we had reached the 
summit of the Pass ; here another disappointment awaited 
us, for after the long rise we had expected a corresponding 
run down ; the descent, though not. quite too steep to ride, 
was so plentifully bestrewed with stones, and our t3rres 
being too wet for the brakes to grip, we thought it ad- 
visable to walk, so another mile or so had to be trudged on 
foot in the ceaseless downpour ; we were, however, better 
able to notice the surrounding scenes. Sheep are seen 
scattered among the rocky cliffs, and some climb to parts 
where they are unable to turn or go on, and so starve to 
death ; one we noticed on a narrow ledge so placed, and a 
man and dog attempting to recover it. Four-horse coaches 
also add to the picturesqueness of the scene as they wind 
about the mountain roads ; two were passed on the way 
from Capel Curig to Llanberis, the horses of which seemed 
very inclined to shy — the passengers on the top all looked 



very unhapi)y, though having a shower bath gratis ; several 
pedestrians in mackintosh suits were also met, who seemed 
to be the only merry ones on the road. The steepest part 
of the descent over, we took to the " pigskin," but the road 
still continued very rough, and some time being spent 
tying on the tyres, a very tiring, trying trial, it was after 
twelve o'clock before we reached the bu^^y and thriving 
village of 

LLANBEBIS 

(369), over two hours doing the ten miles. This is a 
favourite place of tourists, and we were besieged by a small 
army of men and boys offering cards of noted hotels or 
places of refreshment to stay at, and who seemed rather 
astonished to see us pass through without any intention 
of stopping. 

(To be continued.) 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^Your Antwerp member, who, judging from the 
faces included in the.late Club photograph, must be quite 
unknown to most of the present members, took a short run 
in Holland yesterday, whereof the details under : 

" Left Antwerp by train on Saturday night for Rotterdam, 
intending to ride back to Roosendaal next day — stopped at 
' Weimar's Hotel,' close to the station, for the night (prices 
moderate and catering fair). Started next morning for 
the Hague, having heard tnat it was but an hour's run, 
about 9.0 a.m. Route as follows : Delftsche Poorte, 
Rotterdam to Overschie— brick road poorly laid, 6 J kils ; 
Overschie to Delft — ^gravel path most of the way and 
brick road with fair surface, 10 kils ; Delft to the Hague- 
good brick surface the whole way with seductive gravel 
paths, 8| kils. From the Hague rode on to Scheveningen, 
through a fine park with broad gravel path and fine surface 
whole way, 4 kils. Dined here at the * Zeerust ' — tariff 
moderate, appointments and fare good — and returned, after 
a few turns on the brick road, along the sea-front to 
the Hague, where we took train to Antwerp. A member 
of the Clarendon Club (London), another of the Bicycle 
League, America, and an unattached American rider, 
together with myself, made up the party. Total distance 
covered — 33 kils = 20 miles ; but as none of the party 
had done any riding this year, and the roads required very 
careful steenng, this short distance may be excused. Cost 
of the trip per member, frs.45.90c." 

Such are the difficulties attached to riding in this comer 
of the Continent, and yet there is an Antwerp Bicycle Club 
numbering nearly a dozen members. 

A. J. Bacx)n, L.B.C. 
I need scarcely add that I shall always be happy to assist 
any members passing this way, with particulars of roads, 
routes per rail, and times of leaving per train, hotels, etc. 
and shall be happy to see them if they are stopping in 
the town. 
43, Chauss^e de Malines, 
Antwerp, 17th June, 1882. 

NOTICE*TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contributionB must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tu esday at 5.30 p.m^^ 

Printed for the Proprietor- by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing OflSce, 35, Eiwtcheap, Loudon, E.G.— July 20, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for " Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 



COMMm^EE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, July 
24th, 1882, the following gentleman was elected a member 
of the Club :— 

NaoM and Addrcn. PropoMr. Seconder. 

Henry Wbita Wickins, The Larches, 
near Orpington, Kent R. H. Curtis, W. Wyndham. 

The resignations of J. Adam, jun., and A. B. Visick 
were accepted. 

It was resolved that subscriptions for 1883, received in 
1882, shall not appear in the 1882 balance sheet. 

The resignation of H. Jennings as a member of the 
Committee was accepted with regret. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
A Meeting of the Executive was held at the Offices, 

17, iROyMONGEB LaNE, DM TUESDAY, JULY 18tH, 1882. 

Mr. W. E. Maverley (Pickwick B.C.) was elected to fill 
vacancy on Executive caused by retirement of Mr. C. F. 
Mess. 

Further information was laid before the Executive with 
reference to the Brighton coach and 'cyclists at Handcross 
Hill. 

The cases of Messrs. Baker's amateur status were referred 
to Dorset Centre for investigation. 
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A satisfactory explanation having been given re Syndale 
Park Sports, no further steps will be taken. 

A letter from the Swimming Association of Great Britain 
was read, asking for reciprocation with reference to sentences 
of disqualification. 

Wm. Pte-English, Hon. Sec. 



HARROW MEET. 
The Captain regrets that the Union Championship will 
probably prevent him from being present at the Harrow 
Meet. He hopes that members will ,not use him as an 
example and excuse for absence. 

THE FIVE MILES CHAMPIONSHIP. 
The Union brought off this event on Saturday last at 
the Crystal Palace, and the result must be eminently 
satisfactory to members of our Club, as will be seen by the 
record below. It is much to be regretted that neither 
Day, Palmer, Moore, nor Lowndes were able to compete. 
Whish was the only representative of the Midland riders 
present ; he almost made a dead heat with Moore for the 
One Mile Championship at Birmingham, but was on 
Saturday beaten b^ J. S. Whatton and W. K. Adam in 
his heat. 

Five Milbs Chammonship. 

Prize, a Gold Medal. A Silver Medal to any competitor doing the 
distance under 15 min. 10 sec 

First Heat : M. H. Jephson. O.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 1 ; 
F. Allport, Sutton B.C., 2 ; A. B. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C. and 
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L.B.G., 3. A good race, won by four yards. Time, 
15 min. 31| sec. 

Second Heat : G. Grute, Sutton B.G., 1 ; A. Hood, 
Wanderers B.C., 2 ; G. S. Row, Hornsey B.C., 0. A grand 
race. Hood led on entering the last lap, but Crute rode 
him down, and won by six inches. 

Third Heat : J. 8. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 1 ; 
W. K. Adam, O.U.Bi.C. and LB.C, 2 ; M. H. Whish, 
Birchfield B.C., 3 ; CD. Vesey, Surrey B.C., ; H. 
Thompson, Sutton B.C., 0. After a most interesting 
struggle Adam rushed to the front in the last lap but one, 
but was replaced by Whatton soon after the bell rang ; they 
raced hard home, the Cambridge man winning by a yard 
and a half, Whish ten yards beliind. Time, 15 min. 10^ 
sec., one-fifth of a second too long to earn the silver medals ! 

Fourth Heat : Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer, C.U.Bi.C. and 
LB.C, 1 ; G. J. Hunter, Sutton B.C., 2 ; J. C. P. Tacagni, 
Canonbury B.C., 3. Until the bell rang, Keith-Falconer 
rode at his ease, and then suddenly rushed away, winning 
as he liked. 

Final Heat : J. S. Whatton, C.U.Bi.C. and LB.C, 1 ; Hon. 
Ion Keith-Falconer, C.U.Bi.C and L.B.C, 2 ; C Crute, Sutton 
B.C., 3 ; M. H. Jephson, O.U.Bi.C. and L.B.C., 4. The winner 
took the lead in the last lap but one; Keith-Falconer 
gained on him in the last lap, but failed to reach him, 
being beaten by three or four yards ; the other two well up. 
Time, 15 min. 12| sec., only 2} sec. worse than Cortis's 
time in the same race in 1880. 

Ohb Mile Handicap. 

First Heat : J. A. TumbuU, Criterion B.C., 160 yards 
start, 1 ; W. Brown, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 80, 2 ; A. B. 
Whatton, C.U.BLC and LB.C, 95, 3. Won easily. 

Second Heat : P. J. McKinlay, 95 yards start, 1 ; CD. 
Vesey, Surrey B.C., 65, 2 ; M. H. Jephson, O.U.Bi.C. and 
L.B.G., 45, 3. Won by nine yards. 

Third Heat : 0. Thorn, LB.C, 100 yards start, 1 ; F. G. 
Medcalf, St. James's B.C., 130, 2 ; F. Allport, Sutton B.C., 
66, 3. Won by six yards. 

Fourth Heat : H. R. Reynolds, O.U.Bi.C and L.B.C, 
115 yards, 1 ; A. Thompson, Sutton B.C., 70, 2 ; H. Keen, 
Chelsea B.C., 100, 3. A good race, won by six yards. 

Fifth Heat : F. L Adam, LB.C, 110, 1 ; G. J. Hunter, 
Sutton B.C., 100, 2 ; W. Duflfy, Beaumont B.C., 150, 3. 
Won easily, a good race for second place. 

Sixth Heat : J. G. P. Tacagni, Canonbury B.C., 80 
yards, 1 ; L B. Reynolds, LB.C, 115, 2 ; G. Smith, Merry 
Rovers B.C., 100, 3. Won by three yards. 

Seventh Heath : C. A. Brown, L.B.C, 130 yards, 1 ; 
W. K. Adam, O.U.BLC and LB.C, 70, 2 ; W. Fisher, 
Kent B.C., 100, 3. Won by eight yards. 

Eighth Heat : F. E. S. Perry, Crichton B.C., 110 yards, 
1 ; R. L. Flindt, Chiswick B.C., 95, 2 ; A. Hood, Wanderers 
B.C, 30, 3. Won easily. 



SECOND ROUKD. 

First Heat : Reynolds, 1 ; Turnbull, 2 ; Thorn, 3 ; 
McKinlay, 4. Reynolds took the lead at half-distance, and 
won by four yards. Thorn made a desperate attempt to 
get second place, but lost by two feet. 

Second Heat : Adam, 1 ; Brown, 2 ; Perry, 3 ; Tacagni, 
4. Won rather easily. 

Final Heat : F. L Adam, LB.C, 1 ; H. R. Reynolds, 
O.U.Bi.C and LB.C, 2 ; C A. Brown, LB.C, 3 ; J. A 
TumbuU, Criterion B.C., 4. Turnbull, with his long start, 
led till half-way, when the three Londoners passed him 
almost together, and finished close together, Adam winning 
by four yards, four feet between second and third. 



LA.WN TENNIS. 



With the Captain's permission, a Lawn Tennis Tourna- 
ment has been organised, and the first ties have been drawn 
with the following result : — 

N.E. 

Ashley Barrett plays T. Child 

E. H. Barrett ti Lloyd 

C F. Christie ... ti Theo Godlee 

T. E. Scrutton n L. Potter 



N.W. 



H. Barber 
H. Bamett 

F. M. Elgood ... 
R. Newman ... 

A. E. Buckler ... 
R. M. Gruggen 

L. W. Andrews 

G. F. Beck ... 

N. Carr 

R. G. Francis .. 
R. H. M. Francis 
Alfred Herbert... 

H. Morgan 

C. F. Schmettau 
H. N. Sharp ... 
J. Williams 
F. M. Williams... 



S.W. 



S.E. 



plays H. M. Hewitt 
». H. S. Naylor 
.. E. S. Price 
II a bye 

pla3rs J. Scott 
II A. Rolls 

plajTs A. Barker 

II J. Franklin 

II G. E. Schmettau 

II A. Potter 

II H. R. Reynolds 

II H. Scrutton 

II C A. Smith 

II F. C Marten 

II W. Wyndham 

I. S. Whealler 

II J. F. Potter 



All ties must be played off before August 5th, and tlie 
result forwarded by the winner to H. N. Sharp, 73, Old 
Broad Street, immediately. As before published, the ties 
may be played off anywhere to suit the competitors. 

The best out of three setts to be the winner. 

No tie to be played off on a Saturday afternoon under 
any pretence whatever. 

There will be two prizes. 

Any other particulars or details to be had of either A. 
Barker or H. N. Sharp, Croydon. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



jymXm. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


aw. 


as. 

Croydon DiTisioo. 


SJL 

Blaekheath Division. 


Jidy 29.^A11 DistrietB run to Hasbow.— fiee Notices. 


Angnit 5. — No Official Bun on aooonnt of Bank Holiday* 


. r Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
^ 1 Sybom*! Comer 
tb % 8.45, for Epfiko. 
3 ] ("Old Thatched 
^ 1 Houw." ) 


''Jack ' Straw's 
Castie" 8.45, for 
Chbbhuvt. 


Hammersmith 

Bridge for Oat- 
LASD8 Pabx. 
Meet &W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Oat- 
lands Pabx. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
DowvB. Meet 
Blaekheath Dir. 


Lewisham Chnidi 
4.15, for PowvB. 
Meet Croydon DIt, 



SATURDAY EUNS. 
N.E. DisTEicr. 

22nd July. Four members met at the Comer for the 
ride to Navestock, the rest being perhaps alarmed by the 
weather, which was not very promising. Proceeding by the 
lower road, Woodford Bridge, Chigwell, and Abridge, they 
found tlie roads exceptionally good, even for them, or so 
the party thought ; perhaps a certain quietness of pace 
and a stern wind tended to increase the feeling. No dis* 
mounts were made — if we except one involuntary and 
scarcely necessar}' one effected by one of the party — the 
whole way, and the Green Man " was reached about six* 
Here Aruott was waiting, and soon after we had begun tea 
Ernest and Arthur Barrett made up the party to seven. 
Tea, as usual, was comfortable and substantial, and after 
the necessary repose was followed by a tolerably easy ride 
home, enlivened by a sudden chase after a hare seen in the 
high road, and by the presence of partridges, rabbits, an 
owl, and divers other natural phenomena. Present : Arnott, 
Ernest Barrett, Child, Lloyd, Lyne, a " member's brother," 
and Theo. Qodlee, District Captain. 

The N.E. will meet next Saturday at Lea Bridge Road 
at 3.30 p.m., and ride to the foot of Muswell Hill, where 
W. J. Williams has kindly promised to be at 4.10 p.m., to 
act as pilot to Hendon. 



N.W. DiSTEICT. 

What is the matter with the Nortb-West? Has the 
South-East epidemic changed the locality of its ravages, 
or is some other subtle influence at work ? At any rate 
the last few Saturday runs have been very badly attended, 
and the season, which opened with such good prospects, 
seems Ukely to be no better if as good as its predecessors. 
On Saturday last the Hon. Sec. was the only member who 
joined the D.C. at Taliy-ho. The pair, after giving a few 
minutes' grace, made their way to Little Berkhampstead by 
the pretty Carbon Hill and Newgate Street route, sundry 
spurts enlivening the run. W. T. Hill and Jackson arrived 
just after, having come down by the more direct route — 
Kentish Lane. Tliey had missed the first party through 
being unable to tear themselves away from a gorge of 
gooseberries. Alison and Aiken arrived at different stages 



of tea, the latter having lost himself and been some miles 
out of his way. At eight o'clock we started for home, 
riding via Kentish Lane and the North Road The 
roads were heavy going both ways the London side of 
Barnet, but after that were first-class. Distance 35^ miles. 
Rresent : Alison, Aiken, W. 1\ Hill, Jackson, Price, and 
W. J. Williams, District Captain. 
I do trust that N.W. men will make a special effort to 
be present at Harrow next Saturday. It is the General 
Meet in our District, and it is our duty therefore to muster 
in numbers to welcome our soutliem friends, on whom we 
shall have revenge for the sweet pleasures of the Ewell run. 
Our second meeting-place will be Hendon Station at five 
o'clock, and not 4.25 as usual. I shall be happy to meet 
any N.t!. men at the foot of Muswell Hill at 410 sharp, 
and pilot them by fair roads to Hendon. By so doing there 
will be no need for them to go to Hampstead. 

W. J. WiLLUMa 



W. DnrrMOT. 

July 22. Ijeaving a general description of the picnic to 
the ready pen of the South- West District Captain, we need 
only mention that part which his natural modesty may 
cause him to omit, viz., the perfection of the commissariat 
arrangements. Salmon and cucumber, a splendid piece of 
beef, meat pie (greatly appreciated), with capital fruit, tea, 
claret cup and all possible etceteras, made something very 
unlike our usual Club feed. The only pity was that there 
was not a few more occidentals present to lighten the 
hamper for its journey home. The best thanks of the 
District are certainly due to A. E. Buckler for the excel- 
lent arrangements made on our behalf. For self and District, 

J. W. Lakomorb. 



W. AND S.W. Picnic No. 2. 

The second open air meeting of these Districts took 
place on Saturday last at t^e scene of our former joys, and 
owing to the many fair promises and numerous inquiries 
made by members for the latest particukrs, the energetic 
S.W. District Captain had made ample and lavish pre- 
parations for a lai^e representative assembly. 

The carriage parties^ and tricyclists started early ; the 
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bicyclists left Kingston at 4.40, and under the able piloting 
of a new spurting " member, who tended to make the 
pace, were not long in covering the distance. All detach- 
ments reached the rendezvous within a few minutes cf each 
other and soon commenced the necessary preparations for 
the feast. Dr. Langmore and K M. Gruggen arrived soon 
after, and were thereupon impressed into the service. 

Tlie business of tastefully displaying the various and 
tempting provisions to the best advantage was left to the 
ladies of the party, who readily undertook the task, and as 
pleasingly performed it, and by the time our dilatory 
members had prepared the salad, procured the necessary 
soda, etc., for Henry's seductive concoction, and successfully 
adjusted the balance of power by a judicious distribution 
of seats between our fair visitors and ourselves, all was pro- 
nounced ready, and we were soon enjoying the fruits of our 
mutual labours. 

The careful forethought of the Captain of the home 
District had left nothing to be desired, and when we had 
recovered from our firgt surprise we found ourselves indulging 
first in salmon, continuing with the more substantial things, 
such as joints and pies, the entertainment eventually con- 
cluding with pineapples and bananas, and such like novelties 
at Club repasts. Throughout the proceedings, and whilst 
we were all busily engaged in practically appreciating the 
advantages of our sumptuous spread, the loving cup of 
capacious dimensions, mixed with subtlety and filled to 
overflowing, was freely circulating, and tending as it passed 
from hand to hand to produce additional feelings of hilarity 
and mirtlifulness. To complete the programme, fragrant 
tea was suggested as a useful and beneficial conclusion, and 
to obtain this it was necessary to procure hot water from 
the hut close by, for which duty a tricycle was brought into 
requisition, the mixing of the steaming beverage being 
assisted by the vibration during the short run back. 

The neighbourhood, usually so peaceful, was enlivened 
by numerous cabs, omnibuses, and other jingling con- 
veyances en route for Goodwood, each laden'with sacks of 
provender for the coming week. This invasion was rather 
a drawback, for some of our lady friends were anxious to 
try the speed of the tricycles. 

About half-past eight the party began relnctantly to 
separate. Henry's party for Staines, Leon for Weybridge, 
and the rest of us starting at intervals, according to our re- 
spective speed, for Kingston. 

The thanks of those present are due to the S.W. district 
captain for the very complete way in which the arrangements 
for the picnic were carried out, and we*can only hope that 
the suggested repetition of this pleasing form of entertain- 
ment before long may become an accomplished fact. 
Present : seven visitors (four ladies and three gentlemen) 
and the following members — A. E. Buckler, S.W. district 
captain, R. M. Gruggen, A. Hawley, A. Henry, Dr. 
Langmora, P. P. Leott, H. L. Ryao. 



The W. District Captain, we were sorry to learn, was 
prevented from being present owing to severe illness. 

R. M. Obuogek. 

S.W. DISTRICT NOTICE. 
Gbneeal Meet at Haeeow, 29th instant. 
We meet the S.E. at the " Coach and Horses," Kew, 
at 4.30, and proceed with them to our destination. I am 
particularly anxious to have a good muster for this 
incursion into the territory of our northern neighbours, 
and it is to be hoped that many, who have been neglecting 
of late their duty to their Club, will for once throw aside 
their tennis and other seductive amusements, and give 
their riding friends the gratification of spending a few 
short hours in their society. 

Aethur E. Bucklbe, District Captain. 

S.E. DlSTEICT. 

July 22. ITie District Visitor and the District Captain 
were the only starters from the Fire Station this afternoon, 
but a S.E. run is not like the proverbial rolling stone, for it 
often gathers plenty in its course. It will be seen below 
that ten men attended after all, and if it had not been for 
the Championship meeting, which attracted a lot of our 
members, we should have had a very large field for this 
favourite run. The most fastidious rider could hardly fail 
to be satisfied with the beauty of the scenery and the 
excellence of the roads between Croydon and Riverhead ; 
indeed, the view from Pollhill is regarded by many as one 
of the prettiest to be found in all Kent, and that is saying 
a great deal. Then, again, what a splendid piece of "legs 
over " one gets, literally from milestone to milestone, all 
gradual and on a fine surface. At the " Amherst Anns 
we had our tea, and just before starting a telegram was 
received from the worthy Substitute, who had been thought- 
ful and kind enough thus early to tell us the result of the 
racing at the Crystal Palace. The intelligence was most 
gratifying, and cheers rang out when it was found that the 
L.B.C. claimed first and second in the Five Miles Cham- 
pionship and first, second, and third in the Mile Handicap, 
thus making it quite a Club race meeting. The return ride 
was delightful, and home was reached by 10.30. Present : 
A. Barker, A. Day, 8. Herbert, A. H. Koch, H. G. Morgan, 
H. 6. Middleton, J. W. Potter, S. E. WheaUer, F. M. 
Williams, and H. 6. A. Beown, District Captain. 

Members will see that our run next Saturday (29th) is 
to Harrow, to meet all the Districts. According to the 
notice already published we are to meet the S.W. at the 
" Coach and Horses," Kew, at 4.80. I hope we shall have 
a good muster in spite of the holiday time, and if any of 
us find the above hour too early we must ride on after- 
wards, and get to Harrow comfortably, as there will be 
plenty of time. I shall leave the Fire Station at 3.15, and 
trust I shall not have to go alone. Of course we shali 
all return together. H. G. A. Beovn. 
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A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OP 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By E. J. and H. H. Shbreiff. 
( Continued from puge 156 J 
A dismount was made by the Llanberis Lakes to admire 
the views again, which were very fine from this point — 
the two lakes lie close to each other. Mountains of 
varied forms rise abruptly on both sides of these lakes, and 
those especially which surround the head of the upper one 
are of the most majestic and sublime character. On the 
opposite side of the lakes are some large slate quarries, 
employing over two thousand men and boys ; it partly spoils 
the aspect of the wild scenery around, but it was interesting 
to watch the mining operations going on. Close to the 
roadway and near the lakes is Dolbadarn Castle. It is a 
single circular tower occupying a rocky point, and evidently 
of great antiquity, and believed to have existed as early as 
the sixth century. Numerous legends are attached to it, 
and the castle was long held by Llewellyn, the last Prince 
of Wales of the British line. We had scarcely left 
Llanberis when we came upon roads with the dust flying, 
which was very tantalizing, feeling still wet to the skin ; 
and four clubmen, very cheerful, clean, and in full touring 
equipment, passed us, seeming amused and also surprised 
at the wet and mud-bespattered state we were in. We had 
the satisfaction, however (a very charitable one too), in the 
thought that they were soon to enter mountain regions 
and undergo the same agony from the elements as we had 
passed through. No scenery or items of interest worth 
mentioning was met with, until 

CAllNARVON 

(381) was reached. Our first step upon arriving was to 
look up the bicycle repairer to have the tyres cemented on 
(had we not belonged to the B.T.C. we might have had 
great difficulty in finding anyone to do this), then made 
our way to the " Sportsman " (B.T.C), where we obtained 
a capital lunch and had all our wet clothes dried before 
leaving. After satisfying the inner man we went to explore 
the town. The castle of course had our first consideration ; 
it is one of the noblest and most magnificent of its kind in 
the empire, and externally it is still entire, and before the 
use of cannon must have been impregnable. The walls, 
which enclose an area of about three acres, are nearly eight 
feet thick, have within them a gallery, and there are thir- 
teen strong towers. The entrance is very imposing, beneath 
a vast square tower of prodigious strength, having grooves 
for four portcullises. In the front appears a mutilated 
statue of the founder. In the lower part of the Eagle 
Tower a narrow dark room is pointed out as the birthplace 
of Edward II., the first Saxon Prince of Wales. Climbing 
to the top of this tower a fine bird's-eye view of the castle 
was obtained, rendering more distinct and vivid the 
impression of the vastness, the stability, and the admirable 
proportions of this venerable pile. A wide prospect of 



surrounding scenery is also obtained, and it took some con- 
siderable time to satisfy our eyes. Having viewed every- 
thing worth seeing, we sauntered out into the town, which 
is rich in historical associations. The walls, whieh formerly 
enclosed the whole town, are still nearly entire. A stroll 
by the sea and by the harbour, watching the loading of 
vessels, and all about the town, passed away some time, 
and it was four o'clock before we took to the saddle again ; 
the road, though level, was rough, and we found it warm 
work for the ten miles to the 

MENAI BRIDGE, 

over which we passed into Anglesey to obtain the view, 
which is very beautiful indeed. The expense incurred by 
government building the suspension bridge was JBl20,000 ; 
it is a thousand feet across, and the height from high water 
a hundred feet. After examining this splendid structure 
we resumed our journey, the two and a half miles into 

BANQOR 

being soon accomplished, though a hilly and rough road. 
At the "Railway Hotel" (B.T.C.)^we received the usual 
first-rate attention and moderate charges. After tea we 
went to see the '* lions." The town is of great antiquity, 
and lies in a romantic valley between two ridges of rock, 
and owing to the peculiar beauty of its situation is a 
favourite place of resort. The rising grounds about the 
city in every direction afford extensive prospects, embracing 
a great variety of coast and mountain scenery, and we well 
nigh tired ourselves out in our attempt to see too much. 
The most beautiful views were those from a wood on the 
water's edge looking on to the Menai Straits, numerous 
yachts and pleasure boats sailing about in the quiet evening. 
The cathedral was not forgotten ; but it contains nothing of 
special interest. 

Saturday, 23rd, found us in the saddle at 8.30, the 
morning being fine and pleasant ; the road, too, was good 
though hilly, and Aber was soon reached. It is a very 
pretty village at the entrance of a romantic glen, and close 
to Beaumaris Bay. Another two miles and a half brought 
us to Llanfairfechan ; it was then a delightful run close to 
the sea to 

PENMABNMAWB. 

Here we had the Pass of Peuiuaenmawr, to cross which is a 
huge rock 1550 feet above sea level. This obstruction was 
formerly surmounted by a zigzag road, narrow and unpro- 
tected, and of a dangerous character. At each extremity 
was a small beerhouse, bearing the following couplets on 
their signboards : — 

" Before you venture hence to pan. 

Take & good refreshing glan." 
" Now you're over, take another 

Your drooping spiiite to recover." 

Tliis doubtless was excellent advice ; even the new road 
to traverse requires a deal of exertion, and a gUss before 
and after the climb is not to be despised The road now 
almost overhangs the sea, and a magnificent sea view is 
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obtained ; far out are seen the broad waters of the Irish 
Sea, nearer at hand those of the Meiiai, while well 
in view are the Orme's Head, Priestholm Island, and 
Beaumaris Town. On the summit of Fenmaenmawr stands 
Diiias Penmaen, a British fort large enough to accommodate 
20,000 men, and with a well with an unfailing supply of 
pure water; in the neighbourhoood are some interesting 
Druidical remains. Peiimaenmawr is a fashionable seaside 
resort, and many people were about. Then passing on 
through Tymawr and Dwygyfylclii a five miles ride brought 
us to 

CONWAT 

(408) just as rain began to fall, and a spurt was made 
through its gates. **A more ragged town within is scarcely 
to be seen, nor a more beautiful one without." This is said 
of Conway with much truth. We entered the town through 
one of the old gateways, and made for the " Castle Hotel," 
B.T.C., and after ordering lunch commenced a tour of in- 
spection. The walls are a mile and a quarter in length, 
enclosing the town ; they present a rare example of Moorish 
and Saracenic architecture. There are some curious old 
houses in the town — one we noticed bore the date of 1585. 
An interesting hour or more was spent rambling over the 
castle. " One more beautiful never arose." It was erected in 
1284, and commands the Pass of Penmaenmawr, which forms 
the road to Snowdon and Anglesea. The ruins of the 
banqueting hall are veiy beautiful ; the hall, when perfect, 
must have been very grand. Seated on one of the turrets, 
we viewed the town below, just beneath stretched the 
suspension and tubular bridges, which cross the Conway 
river. Most pleasant of all things, we found that of sitting 
on the massive walls of one of these ancient ruins, viewing 
the surrounding scenery and pondering over the times they 
had witnessed. "Murders grim and battles great" had 
doubtless been common to them all ; and yet again chival- 
rous deeds of fair renown " had been performed within sight 
of the walls. 

Returning to our hotel, we enjoyed a good meal, and felt 
so drowsy and lazy after it that it was with the greatest 
difficulty we managed to shake off the " dustman " and be 
on the move again. We were now bound for Llandudno, 
and made for the Suspension Bridge. A charge here is 
made of twopence ; and upon my giving the old lady (the 
toll-keeper) a shilling to pay for both, she considerately 
returned me one-and-twopence. I do not know whether 
this is the usual way the Welsh folk have of giving change ; 
at anyrate it is one I do not at all complain of Stupid 
like, however, I did not wish to be imposed upon, so ex- 
plained the case. Just after crossing there is a very stiff 
pitch to ascend. Some " Tommies " at once volunteered to 
shove us up, and we soon had two lusty youngsters at each 
of our backbones, pushing away in right gallant fashion. 
Nearing the top they were puffing and blowing like young 
steam-engines, and in a terrible state of perspiration, while 



we were in a perfectly cool and collected state. To theiu 
it was honour enough alone to push us up ; so as we pitched 
them a few coppers their joy knew no bounds, and as we 
pedalled on we heard the urchins' cheers grow fainter and 
fainter. It is then a fairly good though hilly road to 

LLA17DUDK0 

(415). About a mile before entering this town a stange dis- 
covery was made. H., riding a few yards before E., suddenly 
asked what was the matter with his (E's) machine : " Why, 
your hind wheel's about a mile to the left of your driver, you 
are taking up all the road," and sure enough, upon arriving 
at Llandudno, the backbone was found wrenched several 
inches to one side, and at the neck was a break fully an 
inch long. Lucky star he must have been born under, for 
it was a miracle that it did not part while he was " legging 
it over" down some sharp declivity. He had wondered 
for some distance how it was his ''M.I.P." was all on one 
side, and had kept putting his hand behind shoving away 
to get it in its proper place as he thought, doubtless the 
weight (about 10 lbs.) on the hind wheel had dragged 
the backbone very considerably up the steep and rough 
ascents which had been climbed. But ''all's well that ends 
well," and thus far all had been accomplished without a 
single contretemps. 

(To be continued.) 



ECHOES. 

It is echoed that if those few members who have not yet 
paid their subscriptions, and that member who has not paid 
his entrance fee, awake to the danger of their positions and 
immediately send their cheques to the IVeasurer, there is a 
prospect of the finances of the Club being in a far more 
satisfactory state at the end of this year than they were 
last December. If this be the case, the opponents of the 
" Arrears) Bill," carried at the last general meeting, will 
become more reconciled to it than they were. 

««•••• 

I have been studying Club photographs lately, and am 
much struck by the bad effect produced by the variety of 
caps members favour. If some member would propose at 
the next general meeting that " no caps or hats be worn, 
held, produced, or visible while any Club photograph is 
being taken," he would be a benefactor to the Club. 

All our members will, I am sure, be very sorry to hear 
that W. R. Sewell has been suffering from a painful illness 
lately. Several of our members who have visited him tell 
me that he bears it with the greatest pluck, and all will 
join with me in wishing tlmt the change of air at Richmoud 
may speedily restore him to his usual good health. 
• ••••• 

It cannot be true that a gallant N.W. man, one of our 
most dashing road riders, and one who is much fancied for 
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the 1883 enamel, not only meditates giving up bicycling 
but has actually allowed himself to be put up for election 
to a cricket club. Hech mm ! if this be true it is indeed 
sod, but surely his Colony friends can convince him of the 
error of his ways and bring him back to the fold. 

I am surprised and pained, Mr. Editor, to see you 
encouraging that eneiiiy to our sport yclept lawn tennis. 
I devoutly trust you will do so no more, for was it not only 
last Saturday that two members were unable to resist its 
attractions (combined with those of strawberries and 
cream, etc.), and basely deserted the Club run to Riverhead. 

• ••*«• 

To fly Morant's Court Hill, legs over the handles, when 
it is in good condition, is generally considered in the S.E. 
as the summit of bicycling bliss. Barker and Day, however, 
say that it is a great improvement to have a basket of 
strawberries between one's knees. 

There was great rejoicing at the "Amhurst Arms," 
Riverhead, when the energetic D.C. received his worthy 
substitute's telegram announcing that two LB.C. men were 
first and second^in the Five Miles Championship, and that 
the first three places in the Handicap were secured by our 
members. 

«•»*•« 

Our racing men appear to take kindly to the handicaps 
at the Union Championships. Out of four handicaps given 
by the Bicycle Union, the LB.C. by the help of Buckley, 
Cleaver, and F. L. Adam have secured first prizes in three. 
It was quite like old times to Cambridge men to see our 
President's left elbow projecting above a racing machine at 
its usual curious angle. The old spurt in the last lap was 
hardly there, however, although he made mincemeat of the 
men in his heat. 

• •••«« 

It was hard lines for Whatton and W. E. Adam to lose 
their time medals by fractions of a second in their heat. 
As the course is two yards longer than it should be in a 
mile, ue,, ten yards longer in five miles, I think their 
performance satisfied the standard of 15.10, and I hope the 
Union will see their way to granting time medals. 

Our complete record of success on Saturday was— 

Championship (6 entries out of 23) : won three out of the 

four heats, and had the second man in the fastest heat just 

beaten by the ultimate winner; won the championship, 

and ran second. Handicap (9 entries out of 59) : First 

round, won four heats out of eight; ran second in two 

heats ; three out of four in final heat ; won first, second, 

and third prizes. 

«•«••• 

The last Five Miles Race our President ran in was on 
the memorable day in October, 1879, when the first 



Amateur-Professional Race, under the sanction of the B.U., 

was run, and Keen was beaten by five yards in 15 min. 

13 sec, a second faster than last Saturday, a time then 

considered marvellous. 

*«•••• 

Keith-Falconer, Day, Vesey, Fry of Bristol, and Lowndes 
are among the entries of the Fifty Miles Championship, 
and the racejwill probably lie between the first two. Either 

victory would be very popular. 

• ••••• 

Most of our members think ^eighty or ninety miles a good 
day's work. Our enamelled medallist occasionally goes 
about that distance to give himself an appetite for breakfast. 
The other day he set his alarum for three o'clock, dressed, 
got on his machine, ran down into Hampshire to keep an 
appointment, and then rode back to Croydon (88 miles) 
in time to change lus clothes] and catch the 10.0 a.m. train 
to town. 

• • « • • « 

I hear our President has been trying to induce him to 
try the Land's End |to John-o'-6roat's run. I have no 
doubt that with favourable weather he would do the 
996 miles in ten days, but I am doubtful whether this 
would be a better performance than Keith-Falconer's, 
whose ride will always be famous for the way he persisted 
against bad winds and inclement weather when 999 men 
of a 1000 would have given up. 

The public spirit of McCullum Hill is already well known, 
still a recent exhibition of it deserves to be recorded. 
Entering the District stable one day last week after a hot and 
dusty ride, imagine our surprise and delight at finding two 
casks of beer set full in view, with a vessel of ample dimensions 
placed ready for the thirsty traveller. We need not enter 
into further particulars ; suffice it to say that the ready 
manner in which, without a moment's hesitation, we 
answered "Temple," when a bobby casually inquired to 
what club we belonged, was a clear proof of our perfect 
sobriety were any needed. We hope this announcement 
will not cause too great a crowd of visitors to the stable, 
and if any lazy member should be seized with a sudden 
desire to inspect that commodious dep6t, we hope he may 
find the casks empty ; indeed, having had occasion to look 
after our machine pretty frequently of late, we should not 

wonder if this should actually be found to be the case. 

• *«*•« 

I hear that, notwitlistandiug the threatening weather, 
counter attractions of the Championship Meeting at the 
Palace and Moulsey Regatta, the Picnic No. 2 was a great 
success, fourteen members and their friends sitting down 
to a reclierchS repast in the pine woods. 

• •«**• 

One who was present tells me that the flies, after vainly 
looking for the Editor, completely lost their appetite and 
refused to be comforted. 
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I also hear that the votive offering was still intact. 
«••••• 

There is already a talk of another out-door gathering ; 
it is to be a little nearer town, in order to give members of 
other districts an opportunity of joining in the joys of their 
more fortunate brethren. The scene will most probably 
be on the river banks; this will solve the difficulty of 
transport, as the visitors and the hampers can be more 
easily conveyed by water than by any other means. 

• •••«* 

The N.E. not only beat its own little record on the 15th, 
but equalled all the other Districts put together for that 
day. 

• • • • • • 

The evening meeting of the Wanderers B.C. will take 
place at Surbiton on Wednesday, the 2nd Atigust A 
large contingent of the London will no doubt go over to 
see the race between our President and Cortis. 

Rambler. 

A Correspondent writes: 

" The L.6.C. nearly had aU four men in the final heat of the handicap, 
which would I think have heeu a record. WiU the antiquarian inform 
lu whether to take aU three prizes in an open handicap is not unique, in 
the London at least At the Stanley Bace Meeting last year we took 
three out of the four prizes." 

We are glad to say that last Saturday's performance is 
not unique in the annals of our Club. On the 12th May, 
1877, the London sent fourteen members to race in the 
four miles handicap of the L.A.G. at Stamford Bridge, with 
the following result : — 

Final Heat. 
W. Wyndham, Amateur Champion and L.6.C. ... 1 

G. F. Beck, L.B.C 2 

W. T. Thorn, Jun., L.B.C. 3 

0. J. Turner, L.B.C 4 

A. Perceval, W.B.C 

N. Whiting, L.B.C. 

F. Godlee, L.B.0 •.. ... 

G. E. Oxx, S.B.C 

The records do not give the order of the last four. 

On June 3rd, 1877, nineteen members represented the 
L.B.G. in the three miles handicap of the L.A.C. 

Final Hba^. 

G. I\Beck,L.B.C 1 

W. T(Thom, Junr., L.B.C 2 

0. J. Turner, L.B.C 8 

P. K Langdale, L.B.C 4 

W. Wyndham, L.B.C 6 

F. Godlee, L.B.C 6 

H. B. Kearley, B.D.RO. (now L.B.C.) 7 

N. Whiting, L.B.C 

P.East,S.B.C 

B. Tegetmeier, L.B.0 

F. Appleyaid, L.B.C. 

H. D, Butter, L.B.C 

The records do not give the positions of the last seven men. 
It will be seen that nine L.B.G. men rode in the final, and 
that the first six places fell to our members. It is curious 



that the seventh man, Kearley, should have since joined 
the Club. Thirteen days previously six of the L.B.G. men 
running in this final won their gold medals in the first Bath 
Trial. Three other medallists competed, but did not get 
into the final. 

On the 8th September, 1877, the Kingston B.C. held a 
seven miles handicap at Ham Common. 

Final Heat. 

G. P. ColemaOk L.B.C 1 

M. D. Rucker, Jun., L.B.C 2 

R. G. Tronope, L.B.C 8 

W. S. Buist, L.B.C 4 

F. East, S.B.C. 5 

F. M. Williams, L.B.C. 6 

F. Jolly, L.B.a 

W, A. Swears, K.B.0 

F. Quirk, L.B.C 

These three instances are the only ones we can remember, 
but it is quite possible there may have been others. — ^Ed. 



Should any of our members intend touring on wheels in 
Switzerland this year, we are in a position, through the 
kindness of Mr. 6. F. Cobb. President of the B.U. and 
C.U.Bi.C, to supply them with much valuable information. 
Any members wishing to avail themselves thereof should 
communicate with us at the Gazbtte Office. 



NEWS FROM GERMANY. 
The Reichstags-abgeordnete, Herr Custodis, is practising 
the ICadreiterkunst, or, in simple English, a German M.F. 
has taken to bicycling. May good luck attend his efforts, 
and may his tracks resemble in length, if not in crookedness, 
that awful title of his. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
Lamp. — King of the Road Hub Lamp, large size, very 
little used, good condition, for sale cheap, or exchange for 
good head lamp. — N. B. Morris, 121, Bishopsgate Street, E.C. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule 40 enaets that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permiBBion from the Captain. The following list of I ; t ^ 
Fixtures has been snkmitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at ai^ of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any aneeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with tne Captain. 

July 29. — Fifty Miles Amateur Championship at Crystal 
Palace. 

Aug. 8, 9. — Victoria A.C. Sports, Stoke-on-Trent. 
10. — Teigiimouth Bicycle Races. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and. if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.30 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietoi4 by Darling Sl Sok, at the Minerva Stewm 
Printing Office, 35, li^lcheap, Loudon, E.C.— July 27, 1882. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for " Ghttette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on TueedayB. 

GENERAL MEET. 

The North-East District met generally, and at yariomi 
places, but chiefly at the foot of Muswell HilL G. Newman 
alone went to Lea Bridge. The D.G. came via Tottenham, 
and Lyne, Child, and Nevill by various routes. Here they 
joined three hybrid N.W. members who live within the 
N.E. boundary, and oue visitor, and proceeded by an un- 
doubted improvement on the Hampstead route to Hendon, 
where the main body of the N.W. were to join. From this 
point they were about twenty strong, aud, proceeding by a 
little Edgware Road and a good deal of pleasant lanes, 
the party reached Harrow about six, most of the party 
riding the easy slope into the town. M'CuIlum Hill and 
son, with one or two others, were awaiting the party. 

In the meantime the S.K left Croydon at the appointed 
time, and, four in number, rode to the Double Gates " at 
Merton, where they waited for Wyndham, who came direct 
from Reigate at what must have been a great pace. All 
then rode over Wimbledon Hill, through Mortlake, Kew, 
and Hanwell, reaching Harrow about 6.80. 

Of the S.W. District, a mixed division, consisting of 
Gibbs, Long, R Scott, H. L. Ryan, and the District Captain, 
left Kew at 4.45, and with the exception of a little fancy 
performance by a representative of the N.E. in a stone- 
besprinkled lane, had a pleasant though sultry ride to their 
destination by way of Hanger Hill, Perivale, and Ballot-box 
HilL 
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Of the West, the absence of the District Captain renders 
it slightly difficult to give an accurate account, but it is 
believed that they arrived in sections, and by tricycle in 
part. It is hoped their muster roll is complete. 

The town was very full of visitors, but the King's Head" 
had as usual provided an ample meal, to which some thirty 
sat down after sundry strolls in the direction of the church 
and otherwise. 

After tea the party soon separated, and in various 
directions, the N.E. and N.W. proper going by the same 
route as before, and with but little incident beyond con- 
stantly diminisliing numbers as one by one dropped off. 
The West can hardly have gone home to speak of, they 
were so various in their movements. 

The S.W. return journey was made by the same party 
as started, in company with the S.E., through Greenford 
and Ealing, by which means the loose roads about Hanger 
Hill were evaded. Notwithstanding this precaution, our 
other N.E. member distinguished himself at Gunnersbury. 
However, no damage was done, and after a short delay the 
party proceeded by Kew and Richmond to Kingston, the 
S.E. having still some dozen miles to go to Croydon, which 
they reached at eleven. They desire to tender their thanks 
to the S.W. D.C., who was of great service to them, leading 
them over very fair roads to Coombe Hill, and making 
their ride home very pleasant. 

Present : 

N.E.—T. Child, G, H. Gibbs, Long, Lyne, Nevill, and 
Theo. Godleo, District Captain. 
iNT.TT.— Alison, Elgood, W. T. Hill, C. L. HiU, Hindley, 
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Jackson, Keynes, McBean, Metcalfe, C. Newman, Price, 
F. W. B. Spencer, H. B. Spencer, TuUoch, two visitors, and 
W. J. WilUams, District Captain. 

W,—Vf. E. Naylor, A. H. Koch, Dr. Langmore, W. A. 
Smith, E. Scott, and two visitors. 

fif.TF.— H. L. Ryan, and A. B. Buckler, District Captain. 

8,E.—J. C. Oswald, H. N. Sharp, S. E. Whealler, 
W. Wyndham, and H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

For the District Captains, Thbo. Godlbb. 



BICYCLE UNION FIFTY MILES AMATEUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 

THE RECORDS BEATEN. 

The fourth championship race was brought oflF most 
successfully on the Crystal Palace track at Sydenham on 
Saturday afternoon last. The weather was in all respects 
favourable for a long distance race, and for fast times, there 
being scarcely a breath of wind. There were nineteen 
entries, including many well-known long-distance riders, 
therefore the time standard — 2 hours 53 min. — over such a 
fast course as the Sydenham one has proved itself to be, was 
looked upon as sure to be beaten, but few were prepared to 
see Lacy Hillier's last year's record beaten by 6 min. 
52) sec ! and no fewer than seven men gained medals for 
beating the time standard, and eclipsed all previous records, 
both amateur and professional, which, coupled with 
the remarkably fast times which have of late been 
done over the same track, has established it as one 
of the best and fastest in the kingdom for bicycle racing. 
We never recollect having seen so large a number of spec- 
tators assembled in the Palace grounds to witness a bicycle 
race as there was on Saturday last, and as fifty-mile races, 
as a rule, are very uninteres^ng, generally few spectators 
remain to witness the conclusion ; but, in the present 
instance, so exciting and interesting was the racing through- 
out, that the crowd increased as the race proceeded. The 
Hon. Ion. Keith-Falconer rode with great determination 
and judgment, and his victory was very popular. From 
twenty-five miles upwards the record was beaten, and as 
each mile firom that distance was drawing towards com- 
pletion some rare bits of spurting were indulged in to gain 
the honour of record. At the end of the journey all were 
begrimed with cinder dust, but the first five pulled up 
remarkably fresh, and Reynolds was not much the worse for 
his exertions. The distance covered in the first hour, Keith- 
Falconer then being at the head of affairs, was 18 miles 
1,487 yards, and at the end of the second hour (Vesey 
leading) 36 miles 1,730 yards. From start to finish the race 
was well contested, and of the five forming the leading 
division it was anybody's race until within a mile from 
home, when Keith-Falconer, who had been content to lie 
second or third for the previous two miles, rushed to the 
front, and taking a commanding lead won with the greatest 



ease, though from the manner in which he perspired it was 
evident he was not in the best of condition. The winner 
rode a 58 J inch " Humber," weighing complete only 29 lbs. 
The arrangements were well carried out under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. W. B. Tanner, and the newly erected 
telegraph-board was of great service in indicating the miles 
traversed. The timing was entrusted to Mr. 6. P. Coleman, 
who had his work cut out to note down the time of each of 
the 175 laps required to compass the full distance, the track 
being exactly three and half laps to the mile. The following 
competitors having answered to their names, Mr. Lacy 
Hillier fired the pistol, the undermentioned being the 
starters, with the order in which they finished : 

Hon. Ion Keith-Falooner, Cambridge Univeraity (tiine, 2 hoon 

48 min. 581 ^) ^ 

G. D. Vesey, Snrrey (2 honn 44 min. 20} sec.) 2 

W. K. Adam, Ozfoid University (2 honrs 44 min. 21 sec.) 8 
M. H. Jephson, Oxford University (2 hours 44 min. 21| sec) 4 

G. D. Day, Cambridge University (2 hours 44 min. 21| sec. ) 5 

H. B. Reynolds, Jan., Ozfoid University (2 honrs 47 min. 
521 sec.) « 

C. Crute, Sutton (2 hours 50 min. 87 sec.) 7 

F, Allport, Sutton 

W. B. Fisher, Kent 

F. B. Fry, Clifton 

P. J. M'Kinky, Crichton 

W. W. Scott, ChiseDiurst 

A. Thompson, Sutton 

O. Thorn, London 

J. A. Tumbull, Criterion 

M'Kinlay was the first to show in front, followed by All- 
port, Keith-Falconer lying third, but at the completion of 
a mile the latter rushed past them, all, however, being well 
together, first one and then another taking the field along, 
for the most part Allport, Fisher, Fry, and M'Kinlay lead- 
ing the way up to fifteen miles, when Jephson got in front, 
which position he retained until within two laps of eighteen 
miles, when Vesey took up the running, who in turn was 
passed by Reynolds a lap later on. The latter, however, 
only held his position for a couple of laps, when Keith- 
Falconer assumed the lead, those in immediate attendance 
being Reynolds, Vesey, Fry and Crute, in the order named, 
all well together. Allport, who had previously shown signs 
of distress, retired when half-way through the nineteenth 
mile, having been one hour on the track. Fry now rattled 
to the front, and when twenty miles was telegraphed was 
still pioneer, Vesey in the meantime having taken the field 
along for a lap. Thorn was now nearly a circuit beliind, and 
still losing ground. During the next five miles there were 
several changes, the lead, however, being taken up alternately 
by Jephson, Vesey, Fry, and Reynolds, the former leading the 
van at twenty-six miles (time, 1 hour 22 min. 55| sec), 
followed by Vesey, Day, Crute, and Falconer, the others, 
with the exception of Thorn, being close up. The twenty- 
sixth mile record having now being beaten, some fine riding 
was witnessed, as each strove to acquire the honour of a 
" best." Just prior to the completion of the last-named 



Digitized by 



Google 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



167 



distance Fisher slipped his treadle^ and came down heavily, 
which necessitated his retiring. The twenty-seventh mile 
was credited to Adam, this being his first appearance in 
front, but he soon dropped back again, and Vesey again 
showed the way, the twenty-eighth mile being placed to his 
credit, Keith-Falconer being close at his heels, with Day and 
Crate following, in the order named. The twenty-ninth 
milesaw Jeplison in front, but in the next mile Eeith-Falconer 
rattled away at a terrific pace, and passed the thirtieth mile 
fully forty yards in advance of Vesey. The field, however,soon 
closed up again, and Day was credited with the thirty-first 
mile. Vesey now assumed the lead once more,and keptinfront 
for nearly two miles, when Reynolds deposed him for a lap, 
but Vesey, again passing him, had the thirty-second, thirty- 
third, and thirty-fourth miles recorded to him. Eeith- 
Falconer was not to be denied the next mile, and after 
three laps had been covered he put on one of his well-known 
spurts, and passed the fiag-post some distance ahead of 
Vesey, which position he retained until just before the 
completion of the next mile, when the Surrey representa- 
tive wrested the lead from him. Crute, though looking 
baked, now got up, and was credited with the thirty-seventh 
mile. Jephson, going along at a good pace, was in front at 
thirty-eight miles, followed by Day, Vesey, Adam, Falconer, 
and Crute in the order named, these six being close together, 
whilst ITiorn and Reynolds were hopelessly out of the hunt. 
For five miles and three quarters Jephson retained his lead, 
there being very slight changes in the positions of the others, 
but Adam deposed Jephson at the forty-third mile. In the 
second lap of the forty-second mile Vesey lost fully 250 
yards owing to the breaking of a spoke of his machine, 
but, having removed the obstruction, he went on at a rapid 
pace, amidst great cheering, and so quickly did he make 
up his lost ground that half way through the forty- 
fourth mile he had worked his way to the front again, 
in which position he passed the post on completing the mile, 
followed by Jephson, Day, Adams, and Eeith-Falconer, 
Crute in the meantime having dropped a long distance in 
the rear. Jeplison again went ahead at forty-five miles, 
but Falconer took the forty-sixth, the Oxford man, how- 
ever, passing the mile post first at forty-seven, forty-eight, 
and forty-nine milea The pace was now terrifically hot, 
and Falconer, who had been lying third the previous half- 
mile, rushed to the front on entering the last mile, Jephson 
being second, Vesey third. Day fourth, and Adam fifth, the 
issue of the race being in the hands of the five named, the 
only others on the track being Reynolds and Crute, who 
were a long distance behind. Two laps from home Vesey 
passed Jephson and went in pursuit of Eeith-Falconer, but 
the Cantab, who had forged ahead at a great pace, had 
quite fifty yards the best of Vesey on entering the last 
circuit, and, still further widening the gap, won perhaps 
the grandest fifty miles race ever witnessed, in 2 hours 
43 min. 58 j sec. Vesey was second, Adam third, Jephson 



fourth, and Day fifth, close up, whilst Reynolds was sixth, 
and Crute seventh, the last two being a long distance 
behind the others. 
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( Abbreviated from the " Sporting Life.") 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule 40 enacts that no member represent the Glnb at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Ci^tain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

Aug. 8, 9. — Victoria A.C. Sports, Stoke-on-Trent. 

10. — Teigiiraouth Bicycle Races. 
Sept. 2.— St. Paul s Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 

9. — Gresham Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 

9. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at Oval. 

9. — Nottingham B.C. Sports. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4. — L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Wadham Wyndham's address is now 40, Elm Park 
Gardens, S.W., but he elects to continue to belong to 
the S.B. District. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

A Clytie Bag, 1st quality (leather), new three weeks ago. 
Price 12s. 6d. ; cost 21s. W. Silk, junr., 8, Long Acre, W.C. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Dftte. 


NX 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Diviiion. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


AngUft 5. — No OfflcijJ Bun on aoooimt of Bank Holiday. 




[ Lea Bridge Bd.8.S0, 
1 Sybom'i Comer 
8.46, for Epraio. 
1 ("Old Thatched 
' House." ) 


Jack Straw'! 
CmUo" &45, for 

CHBBHUSlr. 


Hammerimith 

Bridge for Oat- 
lands Pabk. 
Meet S.W. 


Kin^Bton Station 
4.15, for Oat- 
LAND! Park. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
l)o^s. Meet 
BkcUieath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for Dowvi. 
Meet Croydon Dir. 


5| 


Lea Bridge Ed. 8.80, 
Syborn'B Comer 
8.45, for Chio- 
WILL. Meet S.E. 


<<JaQk Straw's 
CasUe'' '8.45, for 
Wist Dbattoh. 
MeetW.aiidS.W. 

u 


Savemake Cottage 
4.80, for Wist 
Dbatton. Meet 
N.W. and S.W. 


'Clarence,' Tedding- 
ton, 4.80, for WxsT 
Dbattok. Meet 
W. and N.W. 


Central Croydon 
SUtaon 8.80, for 
Chiowill. Meet 
N.B. and Black- 
heath Dir. 


Hare and Billet," 
4.80, for Chio- 
will. MeetN.£. 
and Croydon Div. 



CRICHTON BICYCLE CLUB. 

Two remarkable performances were acoomplished on the 
Crystal Palace track on Thursday, July 27th. In the Three 
Miles Invitation Bace W. E. Adam, of the Oxford University 
Bicycle Club, accomplished the distance in 8 min. 41} sec, 
thus beating the hitherto best record, and H. L. Cortis.in a 
trial against time covered 20 miles 297 y»rds in the hour, 
a feat never before performed. In addition to the official 
timekeeper three or four other watches were on, and there 
can be no doubt about the distance bdng correct. The 
evening was in every way favourable for good time being 
made, there being but a breath of wind. Mr. G. P. Coleman, 
Bicycle Union, was timekeeper ; Mr. 6. Lacy-HiUier and 
Mr. H. J. Wood referees. 

One Mile Hahdigap (Club). 

First Heat : P. E. S. Perry, 20 yards start, 1 ; P. J. 
M'Kinky, scratch, 2 ; C. R. A. Hinds, 110, 3. Won by 
three yards ; time, 2 min. 55} sec. 

Second Heat : P. B. Leith, 10 yards start, 1 ; A. M. 
Bolton, 75, 2 ; R. 0. Hull, 115, 3 ; J. Sampson, 100, 0. 
Leith had his opponents safe a quarter of a mile from home 
and won by ten yards ; time, 2 min. 53} sec. 

Pinal Heat : Leith, 1 ; Perry, 2 ; M'Kinlay, 3 ; Bolton, 
0. A good race, won by a yard ; a foot divided second and 
third ; time, 2 min. 47 sees. 

Thbee Miles Invitation SoufbH Race. 

Pirst Heat : M. H. Jephson, Oxford U.Bi.C., 1 ; C. D. 
Vesey, Surrey B.C., 2 ; 0. Thorn, London B.C., 3. A fine 
race, won by half a ywl ; a yard and a half between second 
and third ; time, 8 min. 57 1 sec. 

Second Heat : W. E. Adam, Oxford U.BIC, 1 ; J. R. 
Hamilton, Druids B.C., 2 ; C. A. Brown;, London B.C., 3 ; 
J. Tacagni, Canonbury B.C., ; R. A. Woolnough, Rovers 
B.C., 0. Adam took the lead after going two miles and a 
half, and leaving his men in the last lap won by forty yards. 
A good race for second place ended in Hamilton beating 
Brown by a yard ; time, 8 min. 59| sec. 

Third Heat : P. L. Adam, London B.C., 1 ; W. Brown, 
Brixton Ramblers B.C., 2; 0. D. Day, Cambridge U.BLC, 



3 ; J. D. Butler, Danes B.C., 0. Brown led until half a 
mile from the finish, when he was headed by Adam, who 
won a slow race by 20 yards, one yard dividing second and 
third ; time 9 min. 33} sec. 

Pinal Heat : W. E. Adam, 1 ; P. L. Adam, 2 ; Vesey, 3 ; 
Jephson, ; Hamilton, ; Brown, 0. Vesey cut out the 
work, and held a good lead until three hundred yards from 
the tape, when W. E Adam put on a great spurt and 
worked his way to the front, and a little further on P. Adam 
took second place. The Oxford man then kept in front to 
the finish, and won by fifteen yards, only half a yard 
separating second and third ; time, 8 min. 41} sec., the best 
on record. 

COBTIS V. TIMB.— TWENTT MILES IN THE HOU&. 

The same evening Mr. H. L. Cortis, the ex-Amateur 
Champion, rode a twenty miles race against time on the 
Crystal Palace track, and accomplished the distance inside 
the hour, thus beating all previous records. In a former 
attempt he covered the distance in 1 hour 38} sec. at 
Surbiton, in September, 1880. He started with the riders 
in the final heat of the Three Miles Invitation Race of the 
Crichton Bicycle Club, and kept them close company, so 
that he was taken along at a rare pace to begin with, as 
the winner broke another record by completing the distance 
(three miles) in 8 min. 41} sec. ^Vhen that race was over 
Hunter, Tacagni, Vesey, Thorn, Woolnough, and Leith 
took it in turn to act as pacemakers, and well they fulfilled 
their mission. When the start took place the surrounding 
circumstances were in every way favourable for a good per- 
formance, the evening being cool, with but a trifling breeze, 
of not sufficient strength to in anjr way impede the rider's 
progress. We have not space to give a lengthy description 
of the race, but we may remark that the track is three laps 
and a half to the mile, and eonsequently only the two miles 
times were taken, and these are subjoined :^ 
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WANDERERS BICYCLE CLUB EVENING RACE 
MEETING. 

(From our special Correspondent) 
[bt tbleosafh.] 

Last eveniDg, at the Surbiton Recreation Grounds^ H. L. 
Cortis^ riding against the President of the L.B.C., succeeded 
in covering 20 miles in 59 min. 20^ sec, thus beating his 
own record by 11 f sec. Keith-Falconer retired at the 
sixth mile (17 min. 37 sec). In the course of his ride 
H. L. Cortis beat all previous records from five miles 
upwards. The full distance covered in the hour was 20 
miles 320 yards, an unprecedented performance. 



A TOUR THROUGH WALES, THE NORTH OF 
ENGLAND, AND THE MIDLANDS. 
By E. J. and H. H. Sherbiff. 
( Concluded.) 

Leaving our jiggers at the railway station, we sauntered 
down the town. It is a most interesting place, situated just 
under the Great Orme's Head, and with a fine prospect of 
the Irish Sea. Unfortunately, rain commenced to fall, 
driving the visitors pell-mell into the town, leaving the 
beach completely deserted. Seeking shelter under a 
neighbouring rock we took in the view, but finding our 
spirits grow damper as our clothes did ditto we returned 
to the station, and after coming to the conclusion that rain 
liad set in for the rest of the day we decided to train 
it on to 

OHBSTER, 

which city we reached soon after six o'clock. Putting up at 
our old house, the Blossom's (B.T.C.) we were soon comfort- 
able enough, and during the evening explored the town and 
walked the walls, and having visited the city a year pre- 
viously, knew our way about ; it is a place well worth 
visiting, and of which we never tire. The following de- 
scription of the Rows in Christopher Tadpole " is not far 
out: — "The passengers* footway lies right through the 
first-floor fronts of the houses— which are cleared away 
altogether, and above the shop, of ordinary normal position, 
by uie road-side, and thus the back drawing-rooms, or 
whatever else they may be, are turned into more shops ; 
and great is the puzzle of the stranger as to whether the 
roadway is down in the cellar, or he is upstairs on the 
landing, or the house has turned itself out of window ; 
affording a literal proof of that curious state of domestic 
affairs so often spoken of. And first he fancies the ' row ' 
— as it is termed — is like the Quadrant, with the road ex- 
cavated a floor lower, and shops made under the pavement ; 
and then it reminds him of a Thames-side tavern, with all 
the shutter wainscots, tliat divide the large convivial room 
into so many little philandering ones, drawn away, and the 
windows knocked out." 

The walls encircle the city, and can be walked round in 
about half an hour. From one of the towers King Charles 
viewed the defeat of his army on Marston Moor in 1645. 
From the walls fine views can be had of the" Welsh 
mountains, the Castle, the Roodee, the Dee, the Cathedral, 
and the city itself. Altogether it is a most interesting 
place, and well worth visiting. The B.T,C. Gazette for 



March gives the following statistics, which shows that 
Chester receives its share of the touring 'cyclist : "In April 
last, 125 'cyclists passed through Chester for Wales ; 
in May, 220 ; in June, 300 ; in July, 300 ; in August, 350 ; 
in September, 200 ; in October, 50 ; " making a total of 1 545. 

Knowing well the ground between here and Lancaster 
(via Liverpool) we decided on training it, and reached 
Lancaster next evening, but may add a few words regarding 
the roads around Liverpool. From Chester it is fairly level 
but bumpy to Birkenhead. From here the ferry lauds one 
in Liverpool, which is very badly paved ; on to Walton it 
is still bad, but level, and continues so to Ormskirk, 
thirteen miles froia Liverpool ; on through Burscough and 
Rufford it is very bumpy to " Proud Preston ; " and then 
to Lancaster, through Garstang, it is as rough as one likes it. 
Lancaster, although the county town of Lancashire, is but 
of little importance, and purely agricultural ; the Castle 
is the only building of any importance, and is now used as 
a military prison. 

We spent three very pleasant days here, amusing our- 
selves a good deal in the fruit garden and walks in the 
neighbourhood with our cousins, music wiling away the 
evenings very pleasantly. 

Thursday, July 28th, we trained across to 

BOTHEBHAH, 

which is a very large and dirty town. There are numerous 
foundries and factories, and smoking chimneys are plentiful. 

Having friends living close to the town we made a stay 
of three or four days, and the first evening attended the 
breaking up of a young ladies' school, which we found 
rather interesting. 

The following evening we were taken down to see over 
the Bessemer Steel Works, and found it a very interesting 
sight watching the huge ^ bars of steel rolled out into 
different thicknesses : the way the immense masses of red- 
hot iron were moved about was truly astonishing. Almost 
everything was done by machinery ; the engines working it 
were of gigantic proportions, and of some five or six hundred 
horse power. 

The next morning we were escorted by our fair cousins 
to Mexboro' (a neighbouring village) to see the Manvers 
Main Colliery, but, being a Saturday, we were unable to go 
down into the pit as we had hoped ; however, we saw over 
the works at the mouth, and saw the strange sight of coal 
being washed — it has to be crushed and washed before 
being burnt for coke. 

Monday, the 1st of August, was the Harrogate Meet, 
which E. wished to attend, but his machine having collapsed 
while riding round the tennis lawn (the backbone snapping 
clean in two) was compelled to take to the rail, and having 
two ladies as companions, found it a long but not tedious 
journey to Harrogate. Here two L.B.C. men were hailed. 
The procession and races went off well, and a pleasant 
evening was s^ent in camp, and Rotherham eventually 
reached soon after midnight. 

Tuesday the 2nd, E. was seen off by the 7.0 train by three 
of the fair sex, and landed in St. Pancras midday, thus 
terminating one of the pleasantest holidays he had exi)eri- 
enced, with the exception only of his being unable to 
accompany H. back to town, who will describe the journey 
in his own words. 

Sunday, July 31st. — It was with great reluctance, and 
required a great amount of fortitude and resolution to leave 
so pleasant a spot, but not wishing to gain at reputation as 
a " training " tourist, I determinea to ride what was possible 
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of the homeward journey. Being pressed for time (having 
stayed longer than was intended), I went by train to 

CHESTERFIELD. 

Having seen this town on a previous tour, I made no stay, 
and, though raining hard, mounted at once, but experienced 
some little difficulty in getting on the road for Matlock 
Bath ; a few minutes sufficed to wet me to the skin, and I 
soon wished I was back at that noted town on the Rother, 
in the agreeable company of " cousins, sisters, and aunts," 
especiallv the cousins ; however, the pleasure of getting on 
new roads and the anticipation of seeing Matlock, of which 
I had heard so much, partly consoled me, and making myself, 
like Mark Tapley, " as happy as possible^under the circum- 
stances," settled down to a steady grind over the heavy 
roads in the ceaseless downpour. Every hill almost had to 
be walked, the descents as well, which were so steep that 
they ^ere dangerous to ride ; down one I narrowly escaped 
a fearful smash, being fairly run away with ; my treadles 
being slippery, I lost them, the tyre so wet, that the brake 
was useless, and all I could do was to throw my legs over 
the handles and take my chance ; to make matters worse, 
the road was as greasy and rutty as possible ; it seemed 
miraculous that I reached the bottom safely, though much 
shaken this was so, and I was more cautious howl rode hills 
after. Passing through one or two insignificant villages 
nothing of note occured until 

MATLOCK 

was reached. An exceedingly dangerous hill led down into 
this celebrated town, most of which I walked, and was more 
able to appreciate the beautiful scenery which surrounds 
the town than had I ridden. My stay here, unfortunately, 
was not long, owing to want of time. It is a place well 
worth spending a day or two at, it containing so much of 
interest. About the most villainous (to use a mild term) 
road it has ever been my lot to ride over extended from 
Matlock to 

AMBEBGATE. 

Yorkshire and Devonshire roads are not " in it " with some 
of the Derbyshire ones on a wet day ; " clialk pudding," 
some call it, but I think there is no word to express it 
sufficiently. To feel the front wheel slipping beneath you, 
and the hind one in an entirely different rut on the other 
side of the road, having a game all to itself, generally 
inclines one to think it is high time to dismount ; and as 
this is the sensation all the time one is on the saddle on a 
" chalk pudding " road, it is not so enjoyable as one could 
wish. Fine scenery and fair cinder-paths slightly com- 

Fensated me — the latter I patronised at every opportunity 
could safely. The roads improved before 

BIPLBY 

was reached. Unlike the Surrey village of that name, this 
is a thriving town in the " coal and coke " business. It is 
similar in one respect — good roads surround it. A fast pace 
was now made to 

LANGLET GBEEN, 

a small village, unknown, perhaps, to most people except 
bicyclists, for nere one of the professional champions came 
from. Through many small places of no importance no 
dismount was made until a few miles from 

NOTTINGHAM, 

where the roads became so bad again, walking was almost 
compulsory. This town was reached by six o'clock, and 
was the end of the day s run of about seventy miles, over a 
heavy road and mostly through rain. The next day being 
Bank Holiday, the B.T.C. house was full; good accommoda- 
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tion, however, was obtained at a commercial hotel near. 
The evening was spent in walking in the public gardens, 
meadows by the Trent, and round the market square, 
which is the largest in England, and seemed a favourite 
promenade. 

Monday, August 1st. The last day of our 1881 tour 
opened very auspiciously, a stroll before breakfast into the 
tQwn and to the station (which was busy sending off excur* 
sionists to London) was made, and by 8.30 I was in the 
saddle and off for the metropolis. A capital road through 
picturesque scenery brought me to 

LOUGHBOEOUGH, 

which, being a town like the rest of the places homeward 
I had already seen, required no stoppage. A level road in 
capital condition led through Mountsorrel and Belgrave (by 
the bicycle track) to 

LEIOBSTEB, 

a town seemingly much taken up in bicycling, for numbers 
were about. Passing through without halting I got on that 
perfect road of seventeen miles to 

MARKET HARBOBOUGH, 

which only took one and a quarter hours. Seeing there 
was no time to reach London by road this day, I came by 
train to 

8T. ALBANS, 

and thence rode over the well-known roads through Bushey, 
Harrow, Ealing, and Eew to 

MORTLAKB, 

which was the completion of an 850 miles tour. The finish 
up was not successful, a drenching downpour damping my 
spirits as I neared " home, sweet home.'' 

For the benefit of any who contemplate a tour this season, 
a few remarks and advice may not be out of place. The 
tour above described can scarcelv be equalled by any other 
route in England. North Wales teems with objects of 
interest, the scenery cannot be compared to any of the 
English, none of it is really uninteresting or tiring to the 
eye, the roads are on the whole fair, hotel charges very 
moderate, and, taken altogether (we speak from experience, 
having toured over almost the whale of England), can re- 
commend it most highly, and should particularly advise 
tourists to commence the tour from Chepstow, the Wye 
bein^ especially beautiful, tlhester, of course, would end 
the Welsh tour, the return journey being dependent on 
time. No great distances a day should be attempted, 
forty to fifty miles being quite sufficient, with time to see 
the many obiects which are so frequently come across. As 
small a machine as one can ride comfortably should be 
taken, as many long hills are met with, also thick tyres 
and a good brake. There are so many different opinions 
on luggage-carrying that it is hardly worth while de- 
scribing our systems. A few words for the B.T.C. and the 
benefits derived therefrom. Everyone who tours, be it only 
for a day or two, should certainly join the Touring Club. 
At almost the first hotel the small subscription is repaid, 
and on a lengthy tour no small amount is saved, besides 
which, at the B.T.C. hotels bicyclists are well attended to, 
and most of the proprietors take great interest in their 
journey, and do anything to help them in the way of maps, 
describing best roads to take, and advising to see anything 
worth viewing. At these hotels, also, one is likely to meet 
with other 'cyclists, and be able to fraternise, spend a plea- 
sant evening, and often, if alone, have the pleasure of their 
company on the road for some distance. Again, if touring 
alone, you are at liberty to call on the Consuls, who are 
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always very glad to see you, a&d give a great deal of nfleM 
information.^ The handbook gives places to get bicycles 
repaired, which occasionally are necessary, as well as the 
hotels. Consuls, and other useful information. Some may 
think that there is something beneath this, that all these 
benefits can be obtained for so small a subscription, but 
such is not the case ; with the exception only of the paid 
Secretary (the work of the Club bemg now enormous^ no 
one reaps, except the individual members themselves, the 
slightest benefit The badge is especially of use, for often 
'cyclists in ordinary clothes will accost you whilst you are 
wandering about some large town in search of an hotel, or 
the way through; and nut you right. In fact the benefits 
are so many it would take up too much room of the 
Oazbtte's valuable columns to enumerata In conclusion, 
we should be very pleased to give any Airther information 
on the matter, or fuller particulars of " A Tour in North 
Wales." 

ECHOES. 

The last ten days have been fortunate for the Club. 
Two championships, three time medals, four prizes in han- 
dicaps, four prizes in open scratch races, and records for 3, 
26, 27, 29, 30, 35, 38 to 43, and 45 to 50 miles, is a pretty 
good show for a club that, according to the bicycling press, 
was never so weak as now on the path. 

Jephson took the lion's share of the records in the 50 

miles, getting 12 out of the 25 obtainable : Vesey took 6, 

Falconer 3, W. E. Adam 2, and Day and Crute 1 each. 

All the men who finished beat the previous record, Crute 

being 13 seconds inside it 

«««•«• 

Falconer's last mile in 2 min. 49| sec. was rather too 
much at the end of 50 miles. He says he could have gone 
much faster : also that the leaders went ridiculously slow 

for the last ten miles or so. 

• ««•«« 

The Universities were well to the front, running five men 
out of the first six. Day would have done better but for 
his fall, which had marked him very severely, and certainly 

not improved bis pace. 

• ••••• 

When the timekeeper called ^ miles ^ min. 12 sec., 
5 miles 15 min. 35 sec., and 1^ miles 81 min. 40 sec., 
everyone marvelled what manner of race this was going to 
be. Five miles were run in only 25 seconds outside the 
time-standard, and the 25 miles were only 5 seconds outside 

the standard for that distanca 

• ♦ « • « « • 

I hear that the Union will probably undertake the 
management of a Tricycle Championship on the Crystal 
Palace track. I hope this will smother the Tricycle 

Conference with its Muswell Hill one-minute-apart roadride. 

• • « • • » 

On the 27th ultimo, at Eastbourne, L. B. Reynolds won 
both the Onen Mile and the Open Three Miles Handicaps, 
and J. S. Whatton and H. Smith were respectively first and 

third in the Open Half Mile Dash. 

• ••«•• 

There was something unnatural about the General Meet 
on Saturday, which made one feel something was wanting. 
This something was at last discovered to be the absence of 
the worthy S.E. substitute. It is believed to be the first on 
record. 

«««««• 

It was decidedly misiyon Saturday, and the Harrow view 



invisible even befln^ tea, yet the N.G. is reported to have 
triumphantly induced several men after that meal to come 
up a tower or some^inff Just to see what a fine view it was. 
What occurred on readung the summit had better not be 
recorded. I h^fff the N.GK is progressing favourably. 

The D.Gs. ari beginning to enjoy the cheerfiil proi^ect 

of fpadually diifiinisninff numbers, as one by one their most 

active members gd for their holidays. 

• . • « ♦ • • 

0. L. E. Andraae, of the L.B.G. and the Neckar &G., 
sends the following report of the condition, etc., of the 
roads from Heidleberg to Geneva in the qpring of the 
present year : — ^"^^ey were for the most part of ^vel 
and in excellent condition, excepting an occasional mile or 
two in Switzerland spoilt by the quarries. No steep 
gradients---in fact scarcely anjr— and only twice had I to 
dismount for about half a mile on account of steepness. 
Heidelberg to Schwetringen and by the 'iZUfitf-Strasse' 
(the ' Berg-StrasM ' is vil^ to Garlsruhe, Rastadt, Freiburg, 
Schliengen, thence a stiff mount to Eandem, BMe, Schaff- 
hausen, Constanz, Sargans ; ride up to and rail past the 
WaUensteller See, the road here being not yet completed ; 
ride to Zurich, Bmgg, and Olten. From here the road up 
the left (west) bank of the Aar to Biel is atrocious, on 
account of the quarries, and I trained thence, much 
disgusted, to Lausanne. Boad to Geneva good. A friend 
who rode up the right (east) bank of the Aar to fiiiren, 
Payem, Moudon, Lausanne, says the road was splendid." 

Ramblkb. 

With reference to our remarks last week as to the Club's 
taking all prizes in a handicap, our correspondent writes :— 

Far be it from me to depreciate the performances of the 
mighty men of old, whose deeds of valour you set out in 
last week's Gazbttb. Surely their names are all flagrant 
in our memories as giants of the racing track, but in justice 
to the men of to-day, who do not equied on paper the per- 
formances of their predecessors, I may point out that in 
1877, from which ;|rear your examples are taken, there were 
onlv 60 metropolitan clubs, numbering, roughly, 3,000 
clubmen, and not giving more than a dozen or so race 
meetings yearly. The L.B.C. racing men, *^^Tf^-^^ ' - ! 
fewer competitors, and racing had not become such a 
sfiecialty that men required carefril training to compete 
with much chance of success. Now there are over 200 
metropolitan clubs and over 6,000 clubmen, more than 
50 race meetings yearly in London, and far more racing 
men who train specially for the path. I think the excess 
of competition mnkes our performances during the last ten 
days as good as those you quote." 

[We must point out that our correspondent Asked in our 
last issue if a certain occurrence was unique, and we simply 
replied to his query. We had not the shghtest wish to de- 
preciate the grand performances of our men this year, 
though we think that if they had been contemporaneous 
with their predecessors of 1877, they would have found the 
winners of the races mentioned foemen worthy of their 
steel— Ed.] =_=_= 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribations most be addrmed to " The Editor, L3.C. Gantle, 
85, EMtcheap^ KC," and most bear the name of the author, thouc^ not 
necesBarily for iiuertlon. They most be written on one ride of the 
paper only, and, if inmediate Insertion ie derired, mnst be reorived not 
Uter than Toeeday at 6.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Froprieton by D^^m^^^^^^^^^^al^m 
Printing Office, 35, Eastoheap, London, E.C.— August 8, 1S82. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for * 
is 6.30 p.m. on TaoBdays. 



Gazette" 



NOTICE. 

As the Editor will be out of town for the next two weeks 
members are requested to send their matter up as early as 
possible to facilitate the work of his substitute. 



S.W. DISTRICT. 
The run next Saturday is to Oatlands Park, to meet the 
W. We shall stop at the " New Inn," a house where we 
have before been well treated. It stands on the left-hand 
side of the road, not far from the gates of Oatlands Park. 
As it is intended to organise an expedition to the Caves, 
we should like to be accompanied by some members well up 
in geological science, in order that we may profit by their 
instruction. Abthub E. Buckler, District Captain. 



LAWN TENNIS. 

Tlie first ties, and in some cases the second, have been 
played off ; it is, however, intended not to publish the 
results until a whole return can be obtained, but members 
will receive post cards with the name of their opponent as 
they are drawn. 

If possible, the place where the last two or three ties will 
be played will be given, to enable those interested to see 
them played oflF. 



Up till now no one had any idea we posBOssed such talent 
amongst us as has been shown. 

All communications to be sent to either Alfred Barker or 
H. N. Sharp, Croydon. 

August 9, 1882. 

AN EASTER TRUNDLE. 

A four days' Easter trip through nine South Midland 
counties was most successfully accomplished by J. W. 
Alison, E. H. Hindley, and A. H. Koch. Our route for the 
most part lay through charming country and embraced much 
historic and classic ground ; so much did we find to see and 
admire that we feel bound to present a report of our doings. 
Having promised to meet the veteran at Berkhampstead on 
Thursday night, A. and H. met by Hendon Station soon 
after nine. A flock of sheep at Silk Bridge brought us oiF 
promptly, necessitating a remount in the dark, and the N.G., 
not disdaining assistance, was elevated to his accustomed 
altitude after careftil instructions which provoked a certain 
scriptural allusion which shall be nameless here. The 
Brockley Hill route was selected in order to give H. an 
opportunity of scoring this ofiT, and, having had to walk over 
a lot of granite, he made a start from the bottom and duly 
succeeded, not without a severe struggle, in gaining the top. 
Fresh gravel all through the long street of Watford caused 
some delay, and it was more than half-past eleven when the 
deserted street echoed the familiar chuckle of the Western 
Rambler. We were soon in comfortable quarters at the 
" King's Arms," and outside a good supper. In the morning 
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we were early astir and saw the sun rise splendidly over 
Ashridge Park ; before breakfast we strolled out and saw the 
Castle, close to the station. Some persuasion was required 
to eflfect this, but we were very glad not to have missed 
seeing the fine old Saxon relic, the walls and earthworks of 
which are well preserved, and the surroundings exceedingly 
picturesque. We got under way about 9.15 and made 
Aylesbury in an hour. Here we had to turn right into 
the wind, which made the 17 miles to Buckingham a 
fairly stiflF ride. The town of Winslow obviously suggested 
" soothing syrup " to our frivoUer, and afforded an excuse 
for a break of journey. We were struck by the quaint and 
comfortable look of the little place, and particularly by a 
fine piece of hammered iron scroll-work oyer one of the 
inns. This Buckingham road is exactly similar to all the 
others in North Bucks — undulating considerably, with a 
clean and hard surface, good enough for ten miles an hour, 
though not more ; lying chiefly through arable land the 
scenery is somewhat tame. At Buckingham we turned due 
west, and had a fine tail wind to Aynho. The road, unfor- 
tunately, did not improve ; however, the wind enabled us 
to keep up a good pace until we pulled up at the " Cart- 
wright Arms" at Aynho-on-the-Hill at 1.30, having come 
forty miles since breakfast. This is a very pretty village 
on the top of an isolated hill. Most of the houses have 
fruit trees trained upon the walls, and the neighbourhood 
abounds in oaks and firs, from the latter of which spruce 
ale is concocted. We sampled it, and found it very good. 
As for H., it was his first inquiry wherever we stopped 
afterwards. 

Up till now our ride had been singularly free from adven- 
ture or any member of her family, but here misadventure 
introduced herself. We had concluded the fleshly portion 
of an excellent dinner, and had arrived at a stage of in- 
finite contentment, when the landlady appeared before us 
unsummoned^ and with rueful face and in trembling tones 
announced that one of the 'cycles had fallen and was 
" bented." On hurrying to the scene of action we found 
that the redundant participle had a terrible significance, 
and referred, not, as we had thought, to a handle-bar, but 
to Koch's front wheel, which, by simply being blown over, 
had been converted into a " many-sided figure." It was 
quite a case of felhe-de-se (d'ye see ?) but we brought in a 
verdict of " labouring under temporary insanity," adding, 
as any reasonable rider would, that this cast no reflection 
on its owner, who really seemed likely to have his reason 
suspended. We sought the village blacksmith, but the 
case was too serious for local treatment, and it looked as 
if the invincible British Soupsquares " was at last 
conquered ; so a council of war was held, and as he 
fortunately had a spare " Humber " at home it was decided 
to telegraph for it to be sent to Warwick at once, he taking 
an evening tram thither. They that were whole took the 
tangled mass, and gave it the frog's march down to the 



station, a long mile away. We interviewed the signalman, 
and examined the mechanical contrivances in his box while 
he was despatching the message. A. and H. made a start 
for Warwick at 4.30, leaving Koch to ruminate for a couple 
of hours over the philosophy of Buckle. The seven miles to 
Banbury was good, and only took us forty minutes. From 
here to Warwick there are three roads, of which we chose 
the middle one by (Jaydon as being some four miles the 
nearest; but it is probably the worst road, the surface 
being abominable until ?nthin three or four miles of 
Warwick. Out of Banbury there is a gradual ascent for 
five miles to the village of Warmington, upon the Edgehill 
rigda The church occupies a remarkable position, literally 
upon the edge of the hill or cliff, and the road descendb 
precipitously through the village. It again commences 
a gradual ascent ending with a sudden dip, and these 
alternations continue all the way. Some of diese shoots, 
notably that at Warmington, are too steep to feel 
comfortable on, but our champion hill rusher thought 
nothing of them. We got into Warwick at 7.30, and after 
hunting about a little found that Koch had arrived and 
installed himself at the Bowling Green Hotel" He was 
jubilant at having received a wire saying the machine 
would come by first train. After tea, a moonlight walk 
through the grand old town peacefrilly terminated a glorious 
day. On Saturday morning we found that our windows 
commanded a lovely view, and that close underneath was a 
veritable bowling-green of large extent. After breakfast 
an hour was occupied in admiring the magnificent views of 
the Castle from the old mill and the bridge, and a further 
half hour at the station. On the arrival of the train the 
'cycle was discovered safe and sound, and a cheer arose 
from the triumphant trio as it was taken from the van. 
That cheer was not lost, for a venerable-looking porter, 
who had evidently studied ancient history, and knew all 
about the Trojan horse, opened wide the' portals, and rider 
and ridden were soon careering down the street, each, no 
doubt, feeling that his dignity had been consulted by that 
intelligent official, who did not deign to take toll As the 
W. R. subsequently found, however, that he had unwittingly 
rushed the Company, he intends returning at some friture 
date to make the amende honourable. We then went over 
the Castle, marvellmg much at the regal splendour thereof 
and the many costly treasures displayed, including a number 
of the finest specimens of the old masters. The ascent of 
Quy's Tower afforded a fine view. The 'cycles were now 
put in requisition, and took us to KenUworth over a 
rough and dusty, albeit very pretty road. We spent 
an hour in making a thorough survey of the grand old 
ruin, and returned to Warwick in time for a market 
dinner. In the afternoon we set out for Worcester, taking 
Stratford-on-Avon on the way. The road is very good and 
pretty, with a considerable hill (Black Hill) at half-way, 
which A. and K. took with their wonted caution ; H., of 
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course^ being well out of sight in two minutes. Nearing the 
bottom the sight of a man lying in the road inspired a dread 
that he had at last met his fate, but it turned out to be one 
of two local riders who had spurted past us. He had been 
shot off by a patch of stones while coming down legs over, 
and, immediately remounting, had gone a few yards and 
fainted. We helped to carry him into a cottage, and pur- 
sued our way to Stratford, doing the eight miles, including 
the Good Samaritan business, in forty minutes. We lost no 
time in repairing to the house of the Bard, and were cour- 
teously welcomed by the custodian, a genial old lady, who 
took us over the house, and described everything in a most 
interesting way. On entering the room where the poet was 
bom we were told impressively that ''we were now on 
classic ground." The ceiling, walls, and windows are 
thickly covered with signatures, including those of many 
famous men. A large register now answers the purpose, 
and received three humble additions. The old lady having 
pointed out her garden, in which she cultivates some speci- 
mens of every kind of flower mentioned by Shakspeare, in- 
sisted upon our visiting the church and Ann Hathaway's 
cottage. We dutifully proceeded to the shrine, and found 
a bevy of the fair busy with Easter decorations. We were 
then directed to go through Shottery, where we were con- 
tent with a passing view of the habitation of Mrs. S., con- 
tinuing by Bedhill, long and rough, to Alcester. The 
scenery round here is very lovely, and the first three miles, 
by Arrow and Ragley Park, were like a racing path; 
the remaining fourteen were, to put it mildly, less so. As 
it is probably, however, one of the prettiest roads in 
England, we did not want to hurry. Arrived at Worcester, 
a temporary division of forces took place, as H. declared a 
settled determination to get to Malvern, while the other 
two thought it a sacrilege to rush through the cathedral 
town. He therefore scorched away up the hills, nor stopped 
until he had reached the " Belle Vue Hotel," which per- 
formance the good folks there were loth to credit. A. and 
E. put up at the Bell," and perambulated the town in 
the evening, as they did at Norwich on the same day last 
year. In the morning a visit to thelCathedralland a walk 
by the river preceded breakfast, after which they shaped a 
course for Oxford, through Pershore 'and Evesham. At 
Broadway, the Cotswolds were encountered. On approaching 
there seems no possible pass for any road, but at the end of 
the village the ascent commences, and is carried up by 
zigzags to a height of 1,086 feet. There is probably no 
other hill to equal this on any main road in the kingdom. 
It is about as steep as Reigate and just about twice the 
length. The view from the top is of course superb, and is 
said to include thirteen counties. A gentle descent con- 
tinues for five or six miles to Bourton-on-the-Hill, at the 
top of which there is a B.U. danger-board erected at the 
instigation of W. T. Hill, which warning was duly respected. 
A dangerous hill it is, without question^awfully steep, and 



winding all through the village. At Moreton-in-the-Marsh, 
a couple of miles further, dinner was obtained, after which, 
just upon starting off, H. came tearing in. He had left 
Malvern at half-past ten, more than an hour after we had left 
Worcester; so he had travelled. That he defied the notice, 
and came down the hill at Bourton, goes without saying. 
After a biscuit and milk he caught us up, and made the 
welkin resound with the recital of his exploits. He was quite 
enchanted by the beauty of Malvern, and had been up the 
Beacon Hill before breakfast, obtaining a gorgeous pano- 
ramic view. He had also been to the service at Worcester 
Cathedral, and had intended sitting it through, but as, 
owing to the stupidity of a later arrival, he unexpectedly 
performed that experiment upon a hat, he retired, overcome 
by his feelings. We were now fairly amongst the hilb, in 
fact our course somewhat resembled a Baih/ News weather 
chart during the prevalence of a Yankee storm. Several 
were unrideable up or down, especially in the neighbourhood 
of Stow-on-the-Wold. We intended going through Chipping 
Norton, but discovered that we had started from Moreton 
on the wrong road, and had come along the Roman Fosse- 
way, which accounted for the hills. It was just as well 
however, as we got abetter and much prettier road through 
Burford and Witney. From the top of the big hill from 
Stow station the road keeps along a high ridge, quite level 
for about seven miles, until there is a sharp descent into 
Burford, a romantic little town on the river Windrush. 
Thence to Witney — ^a rougher road and less interesting — 
and so to Oxford, through Eynsham, where a toll of 2d. 
each was exacted at Swinford Bridge. We*were directed 
to the '* Golden Cross," which is a comfortable house. The 
early morning was devoted to seeing as much as possible 
of the many notable buildings and sights, and at 9.30 we 
started on the homeward journey, making the first stoppage 
at Dorchester to have a look at the old church, then by 
Wallingford and Moulsford, where Koch recognised an 
imposing-looking building as Radley College, but which 
has since been found to be the County Lunatic Asylum. 
A lounge at Pangboume was irresistible, and we got into 
"The George" at Reading just in time to secure some 
lunch before the invading host from Bath devastated the 
place. Joined by Marchant and Weekes we came up 
quietly, and parted company at Acton, each avowing he 
had never had a jollier trip. The distance covered was 
nearly 300 miles, but the weather being perfect this was 
easily accomplished. To anyone desurous of . a really in- 
teresting tour this round is confidently recommended. 

J. W. Alison. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale, 54-inch close-built " Matchless," spokes, head, 
and spring, plated. New middle of last season ; scarcely 
ridden at all Price, with the appurtenances thereof, in- 
cluding two lamps and two pairs of treadles etc., etc., £I2. 
Apply to D. R. Smith, 9, Morden Road, Blackheath. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 





N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.K 

Croydon Division. 


S.K 

Blackheath Diyirion. 


Aug. 12. 


\ Left Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Syborn'e Corner 
8.45, for Efpino. 
1 (<<01d Thfttcbed 

' HOUBO." ) 


Jftck Straw's 
CftsUe" 8.45, for 
Chxshunt. 


Hammersmith 

Bridge for Oat- 
LAKD8 Pabk. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Oat- 
lands Pabk. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
DowNB. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for DowNB. 
Meet Croydon Div. 


Aug. 19. 


Left Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
' Sybom's Comer 
8.45, for Chio- 
wiLL. Meet S.E. 


''Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
West Dratton. 
Meet W. and S.W. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.80, for WwT 
Dratton. Meet 
N.W. and S.W. 


'Clarence,' Tedding- 
ton, 4.80, for Wbst 
Dbatton. Meet 
W. and N.W. 


Central Croydon 
otacion o.a(/, tor 
Chiowbll. Meet 
N.E. and Black- 
heath Div. 


Hare and Billet," 
4.80, for Chio- 
wbll. MeetN.K 
and Croydon Div. 


^ 1 


' Left Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Syborn'e Comer 
1 8.45, for Haveb- 


Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, fur 
Shinlbt. 


HammersmithBrdg. 
4.0, for RiFLBT. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, for Riplbt. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Blbtchinolbt. 
Meet Blackheath 
Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for Blbt- 
chinolbt. Meet 
Croydon Div. 



THE DANDY HORSE. 

Some accounts have appeared in these columns by men 
who have seen or hec^d of the original dandy horse, and 
even some sort of advertisement of where one might go to 
see one, but, as far as my research has led me, no one has 
ventured to speak of riding one, hence my excuse for 
these few lines. It was fifteen or sixteen years ago that I 
first took to bicycling, and the machine was a r^ dandy 
horse, and many happy hours I squandered riding about on 
this glorious machine. I will admit that my course was 
limited to a garden, but it was a jolly old garden, with 
plenty of variety of grass and gravel for riding, and with 
grass and gravel hills too for the delight of the active rider. 
Let me first briefly describe my animal, that I may the 
more clearly indicate the mode and principle of his propul- 
sion. The two wheels were of about equal size, namely, 
2 feet 3 inch, wooden, and with iron rim, connected by a 
backbone of a substantial character also of wood. There 
was a short liandle coming up from the front wheel fork by 
which the machine was steered, and the rider, seated on a 
comfortable cloth cushion a good [deal larger than our 
modem saddles, had a doth-covered pad some two feet 
wide on which he rested his elbows in an easy posture and 
held the steering handle above mentioned. 

Brake there was none, but as the machine could by no 
possibility get out of control it was hardly needed. 

The process of riding was simple. The rider mounted 
his machine^as we used to mount the ancient boneshaker, 
just striding over the saddle with his feet touching each 
side. It is curious for the writer, to whom a 56-inch 

Humber " now feels inconveniently small, to remember 
that he could only just reach the ground with his toes on 
that 27-inch dandy horse, but so it was. Once in the 
saddle, the rider, so to speak, walked on, propelling himself 
by alternate kicks, and striding along with a sort of 



''seven-league-boot" sensation, enjoyable, marvellous, and 
even now remembered as a something quite unique. Of 
course an onlooker believed, as onlookers even now insist 
on believing at times, that it was quite as fatiguing as 
walking, but it wasn't by any means. A hill (my hills, as 
may be imagined, were not long) was treated precisely as 
at the present day — not quite such a sense of perfect ease 
as that with which one now ridee legs over handles on a 
rubber-tired machine, but just about as comfortable as any 
boneshaker I have met, and I have ridden two or three. 
Such was a ride upon the now almost extinct animal. I 
cannot at this distance of time recall in detail any indi- 
vidual ride, — they were similar in character and in route, 
and the most serious accident was when too sharp a corner 
brought the whole contrivance over on its side ; but it had 
much in common with the old boneshaker, and made that 
marvellous innovation seem just a step onward to anyone 
who had ridden its immediate predecessor. The writer 
had intended to introduce his old friend to a Club meet in 
this present season, as, though he knew it was growing 
shaky, he had ridden it a few yards a year or so ago, but, 
alas, its actual owner had not perhaps that a£fectionate 
care for it which was required to keep it safe from the 
ravages of age, and a careful search in its accustomed place 
only revealed two wheels, a handle, and the semblance of a 
fork, — the rest, its distinctive features, had passed away no 
one knew whither. Goethe. 



NOTES FROM HARROGATR 

The Sixth Annual North of England Meet at Harrogate 
has just passed by, with its usual success. The weather 
was hot and fine, and the muster in the procession good, 
consisting of 735 bicyclists and 42 tricyclists. 

• •*••• 

The camp, which was started last year, proved the great 



Digitized by 



Google 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



177 



attraction of the Meet, many riders from all parts occupying 
the different tents, while the L.B.G. had a dwelling of their 

own among them. 

• ••••• 

It was only last year that the L.B.G. was first represented 
at this important gathering by two men, but this year — ^in 
spite of the distance Harrogate is from London — ^the L.B.C. 
had a muster of four men, two of whom rode down on their 
machines direct from town. 

After the procession and dinner had been disposed of, 
racing commenced in an adjoining field, where a large 
number of spectators were present. The course was grass 
and in bad condition, with sharp comers, and spills were 
not uncommon. The best race was that for the Yorkshire 
Championship (distance two miles), in which, after a close 
race, Tolson won by about a yard from J. W. Greenwood, 

of the Leeds Grescent B.G. 

• «•••• 

The camp was a scene of much enjojnnent and no little 
amusement ; in fact, much might be said on this subject 
which would both astonish and amuse the readers of these 
notes, but the writer thinks it wiser for once to disappoint 
them and leave them in the dark. 

One who was thebb. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule 40 enacts that no member represent the Glnb at any race meeting 
without pennission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Badng 
Fixtures has been sabmitted to the Captain, who sanctions oar 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

Aug. 17. — Crystal Palace Co.'s Challenge Cup. 
17. — Norwich Sports. 
19.— Ipswich B.C. Races. 
19. — ^Beckenham B.C. Meeting. 
19. — Ravenshoume A.C. Sports at Lady well. 



John Thorogood, driver of the Brighton and London 
coach, residing at Lower Norwood, and Edward Spencer, 
guard of the same coach, were summoned at the Cuckfield 
Petty Sessions yesterday ; the former for not keeping on 
the left side of the highway when driving through the parish 
of Cuckfield on the 1st July, and the latter for assaulting 
John Chapman, a Brighton bicyclist, on the same day. The 
information in the first case was laid by Mr. F. B. Robinson, 
of Church Road, West Brighton. Mr. Evett, the solicitor, 
appearing for the defendants, applied for an adjournment 
of the case against Thorogood, on the ground that he could 
not attend, as he was confined to his house suffering from 
a broken arm, sustained a few weeks since when the 
Brighton coach overturned on its way to town. Mr. Oill, 
barrister, who appeared for both complainants, objected to 
the cases being taken separately, as they arose out of one 
affair, and the hearing of both was ultimately adjourned 
until the 21st inst. — Standard, 



BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

SiE, — The first effect of the discovery of theBicyclists' Para- 
dise on any properly-constituted mind should be the creation 
of an irrepressible desire to inform others of the discovery, 
and to assist them as far as possible in reaching it and 
experiencing its delights. Influenced by such motives, I am 
anxious (so far as the somewhat restricted opportunities ot 
travel permit) to give some little account of such expe- 
riences of my own as are of a nature to be practically 
serviceable to any of your readers who may meditate the 
pursuit of my tracks. My communication will, I fear, 
possess but little interest for the general reader : it will 
mainly consist of names and distances, and special descrip- 
tions of roads, etc., of a useful but very dull character, 
unless, perchance, some stray subscriber may be reminded 
by these very names of pleasant haunts formerly visited by 
him in a pedestrian capacity. Everyone who has started 
bicycling on strange ground knows that, in order thoroughly 
to enjoy the ride, and to be safe against provoking mistakes 
of route, a careful study of the map must necessarily pre- 
cede his start, and this is more than ever necessary in a 
country like this, where it is desirable to inform oneself 
previously not only of the direction of the roads, but of 
their gradients. These notes will, at any rate, save the 
bicyclist who comes here all this preliminary trouble : he 
need only bring these out with him, and purchase the 
ordinary Swiss ordnance survey (Dufour's), and whilst he is 
eating his breakfast follow with his finger the track indi- 
cated by the names given, and he cannot then well go 
astray. Some of your readers may remember that in June 
of last year I wrote a letter to the Fietd in which, without 
indicating any routes, or dealing at all with names and 
distances, I enumerated such general facts and suggestions 
as it seemed to me every bicyclist should be informed o{ 
before coming to Switzerland. I enclose you, Mr. Editor, 
a copy of that letter,* in case you should find that there are 
a sufficient number of L.B.C. men interested in the ques- 
tion to make it worth your while re-issuing it in your 
columns. I do not wish to go over the same ground again 
now, and it is of course possible that the number of the 
Field (June 18, 1881) containing it is no longer procurable. 
I do not either propose to give any such information as is 
to be found in Baedeker. 

I left England on the 20th of June, accompanied by two 
companions whom I shall call " S. C." and " C." (after the 
machines they ride), should there be any occasion, to refer 
to them individually. " S. C," a very " light weight," 
rides a "Special Club," 50-inch, light build, fresh from 
Cheylesmore last month ; " C." rides a 62-inch three-year 
old Centaur ; " my own machine is a strong-built 50-inch 
" Club," the same I had with me in Switzerland two years 
ago, the only alteration in it being the substitution of a 
* We propose to publiBh thb letter in a futare issne. — Ed. 
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spoon brake with ratchet fixing for a front-wheel roller. A 
roller brake is in itself strong enough for these hiUs, but 
unless it can be fieced with a ratchet it is useless, as the 
hills are far too long for any arms to stand the continuous 
strain of turning the handle to apply it. Neither would it 
be possible to apply the lever of the spoon brake with the 
fingers only so continuously. Spoon or roller, a ratchet 
attachment to relieve the muscles of arm or finger is abso- 
lutely essential, and let no one come here without ona 

My own machine, and the " Special Club," I sent off 
from Cambridge (addressed to myself at the " Hotel Euler," 
B&le) on June 14th. The Great Eastern Railway Company 
have an agency immediately at the back of the hotel. 
All that is required is to deliver the machine, packed in a 
crate (a trifle stronger than the ordinary ones), to the 
railway people at Cambridge or Bishopsgate, and fill up 
the consignment note they give you. The carriage you 
will pay for at B&le— the bill is a modest one. My bicycle 
came the whole way from Cambridge to B&le, a distance 
roughly speaking of something over 600 miles, for the 
insignificant sum of 8 francs 85 centimes (about 7s. 4d.) 
all told. The Customs at B&le give you a free pass " for 
the bicycle on your declaring its value, and paying a deposit 
of ten per cent., which is returned to you on your leaving 
Switzerland and producing (at B&le) the " pass" you have 
received. By dissecting the bicycles into three parts — 
(1) front wheel, (2) hind wheel and backbone, (3) handle 
and fork, we were able to pack them in less cumbrous crates 
than the ordinary ones, and saved perhaps a little weight 
thereby. We protectwi the unpainted parts by wrapping 
them up in rags, etc., which come in useful for cleaning, 
and packed saddle, treadles, and all took and other 
paraphernalia in parcels which we tied inside the crates. 
The only thing requiring care in packing is to see that such 
protruding parts as the step, or the brake, are so placed as 
not to come into pressing contact with the spokes. We had 
a special reason for sending our bicycles instead of bringing 
them, namely, that we were going to spend a week in 
getting to Switzerhmd stopping at various places en route, 
and the amount of porterage, etc. entailed at each stopping 
place would have made them a costly nuisance. I have no 
reason however to doubt that, if anyone wished to travel 
direct from London to Bftle he could ^take his bicycle with 
him without much trouble, though it would of course cost 
more than sending it by goods train. He would have to 
pay for it from London to Dover, or Queenborough, 
according to the ordinary English rate. He would have to 
pay again for it on the steamer ; but once at Ostend or 
Flushing it would then count as part of his personal 
luggage, on which he would simply pay so much for the 
excess weight. From Ostend he could register it direct to 
B&le, and both he and it would start in carriages which 
run the whole journey without change. "C.'s" joming 
us was an afterthought, and we were obliged to take 



the Centaur " with us (in a crate), and had to pay 
accordingly. It cost altogether about 26s. to land it in 
B&le, the great bulk of which consisted of porters' fees, etc., 
in transporting it firom rail to steamer, steamer to rail, rail 
to hotel, etc., at various places. A direct journey (for a 
crateless bicycle) would cost far less, probably not more than 
10s. or 12s. Our route was by Queenborough and Flushing. 
We left London at 8.30 p.m. on the 20th, and reached Cologne 
at 2.30 p.m. on the 2l8t. At the German frontier the crate 
was solemnly brought into the Customs' room by two fat 
porters, who, without depositing it, gave it a little gentle 
inclination (as if making a bow) to the chief douanier, who 
waved his hand gracefully in token that it might depart in 
peace to the luggage van with no further questions. At 
Cologne it was a sight to see a well-built Prussian porter 
quickly take the huge crate up and balance it an his broad 
shoulder, and thus holding it, mount a ladder with it on to 
the top of the hotel omnibus, where it towered up among 
American trunks, etc., like one of the Cathedral steeples. 
As the 'bus rattled round the steep comers leading down to 
the Hotel du Nord," we, who followed afoot, were alarmed 
at the way in which it reeled and tottered, and fully expected 
to find the Centaur " lying headless, hoofless, tailless — a 
second Dagon — on the Cologne pavement. From the hotel 
at Cologne it was transferred two days after to the steamer 
for Mainz. At Mainz I transferred it with sundry other 
luggage to the Baden railway to go to B&Ie, where (as we 
were to take four more days on the way) we expected we 
should find it on our arrival. To send it, together with 
five portmanteaux and two large bags, from Mainz to BUe, 
cost only 18s., the distance being about 220 miles. 

I was told at Cologne that some new police regulations 
had recently been issued respecting bicycles, and that it was 
now only permissible to use them on certain roads. I 
mention this fact in case anyone should be thinking of that 
most delightful bicycle run along the Bhiue road from 
Cologne (or better, Bonn) to Bingen. I had not time to 
procure a copy of them, but have no doubt they would be 
forwarded to anyone who wished for information about 
them. I have no reason to suppose that the interdict 
extends beyond the immediate district of Cologne, or that 
the Rhine road, which, as far as I could judge from the 
steamer, seemed to be in excellent condition, is interdicted. 

Our halting places en route were Cologne (two days), 
Mainz, Frankfort, Heidelberg, Speyer, Strasburg ; and we 
reached B&le on the morning of Tuesday the 27th. Of 
course our first object of inquiry was the luggaga The 

Centaur" and seven trunks were announced as having 
arrived at the Baden station (on the other side of the Rhine), 
and as only awaiting transport to our hotel, but of the two 
Cambridge bicycles nothing was known, although our civil 
landlord, Mr. Euler, had several times sent to inquire after 
them before our arrival This was very disappointing, as 
the G.E.R. people had given seven or eight days" as the 
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probable time of transport, and we had despatched them on 
the 14th. There was nothmg to be done, however, except 
to seek consolation in a good swim in Rhine waters, on our 
return from which, to our great jOy, the bicycles were 
announced. As the (central) railway station is close to the 
hotel I at once stepped oyer to make the necessary declara- 
tion, and asked when they could send them across to the 
hotel. The answer I got was amusingly characteristic of 
the leisurely nature of their transit : Tihtnarraw, sir, at 
noon ! ** Of course I explained that this would never do, 
and we must have them at once, and thoy came (compara- 
tively) shortly, that is some two hours after. The afternoon 
was naturally devoted to unpacking and setting up, in which 
double process my good friend Gustav, the cellarman (see 
letter to lie Field), lent a willing and useful hand. The 
operation was not fully completed by table cFhSte, and it 
was therefore no matter of surprise that the ^'Centaur," 
who next morning took a preliminary canter round the 
smooth open square in front of the hotel, amid a crowd of 
admiring Baslers coming from the station close by, suddenly 
found himself ignominiously descending. His saddle had 
been attached ajier dinner, and (as was apologetically added) 
when daylight was failing. Having made all right, and 
carefully put our crates, with all their screws, cords, etc., 
together, we consigned them, together with a senseless stick 
and useless ulster brought for some inscrutable reasons, to 
the keeping of the good Gustav, until such time — let us 
hope some two months hence — ^as we return to Bftle to pack 
our steeds off again to England. We may now be considered 
therefore fairly to have started our ride. 

The roads about B&le are not the best in Switzerland ; 
they have to bear a good deal of traffic in phices, and after 
rain are often rutty in consequence. A bicyclist, then, who 
has heard a great deal of the Swiss roads and their in- 
comparable surface may perhaps be a little disappointed 
when he makes his first run on them. Still, even when at 
their worst, there will be many portions of them which are 
far more enjoyable to run on than the very best English 
road with which I am acquainted, and, taking them all in 
all, they are undoubtedly very far superior to our roads at 
home. There is not very much bicycling at B&le, still there 
are some riders, and we met one, a native Swiss, on an 
excellent double hollow fork, 52-inch, of Hillman and 
Herbert's make. In case of accidents it may be usefnl to 
know that a wheelwright, named Rudolph, living near the 
new bridge, so far understands bicycles as to have made some 
on his own account. From B&le some nice excursions may 
be made into the Black Forest, and the roads in this direc- 
tion were, according to the report of the native rider, better 
than in the others, but I have not myself tried them. Also 
a very effective route into Switzerland may be taken (as an 
alternative to the one I shall presently describe) by the 
Munster Thai (Del^mont, Moutiers) to Biel or Bienne. But 
I am supposing that the bicyclist is anxious to push on into 



Switzerhind, and only desires to take a couple of moderate 
morning rides from B&Ie, just to get his saddle seat, as it 
were, before his real work begins. Two such I will now 
describe : — 

§L—Bdle to Bkeinfelden and back. 

Height Bbore sea, Distenee, 
English feet Bngliah mllee. Vniigeg, etc., puMd. 

870 — Btte, BMle, or 

BueL 

350 6i Basel Angst 

855 11 Bhdnfeldeii. 

866 18 WMmbach. 

890 16i Wyhlen. 

870 21i BftseL 

The above is going by the left or Swiss bank of the Rhine, 
and returning by the right or Baden bank ; but the route 
may be reversed. There are no hills to speak of on the 
Baden sida The only possible occasions for dismount are 
two level railway crossings, one of which occurs just at the 
bottom of a slightly curving descent. The position of 
railway crossings should always be noted from the map 
before starting ; it is really remarkable how many occur in 
the middle of a hill just after a bend in the road. On the 
Swiss side there is a fairly steep ascent out of Basel Augst, 
which may as well be walked as a little relief from the 
saddle. The hill leading down into Rheinfelden may be 
ridden, as there is ample time at the bottom of it to dis« 
mount before the cobble paving begins. Wheel machine 
along the street to the Hotel Krone," and rest in the 
garden behind it, which overlooks the Rhina After wheeling 
the machine over the old wooden bridge to the Baden side 
do not mount without taking a good look back at the 
picturesque old town which Turner has immortalised. The 
road turns sharp to the left over the bridge. In starting 
from BAle you can mount at the " Hotel Euler " and ride 
all the way (ask the porter to point out your way out of the 
town on the large map in the hall) ; but on returning from 
the Baden side you will have to dismount at the top of the 
new bridge unless you have a fancy for riding over granite 
pavement Ge&abd F. CtOBB, C.n.Bi.G. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle (Xub Gazette. 
Sib,— Having, with £. J. and H. H. Sherri£f, just made a 
very successful tour from Cologne up the vaJley of the 
Rhine to Mayence, and thence on to Frankfort, Darmstadt, 
Heidelberg, Baden-Baden, and Strasburg, I write to 
recommend the roads in this part of (Germany, than which 
I have never ridden on better, in some places like a racing 
path, and only one hill worth mentioning (between Bingen 
and Mayence) all the way, but even this is rideabla From 
Bingen to Mayence, and thence to Frankfort, is the only 
part of the road that is not perfect, and this was very bad. 
Added to the good roads the splendid scenery of the Rhine, 
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and the interesting character of the number of places which 
this tour takes in^ I think it would be impossible to find 
so enjoyable another 300 miles of riding. We went by 
General Steam to Antwerp and thence by train, breaking 
the journey at Brussels, to Cologne ; our machines being 
carried free by the former, and 1^ the latter as luggage, 
for which we had to pay a trifle for overweight. Coming 
back, time being up, we nad to train and boat all the way, 
and paid nothing, or hardly anything, for machines till we 
got into the hands of the Great Eastern Railway Company 
at Rotterdam, when we were charged 7s. 6d. each for the 
conveyance of the 'cycles to London. 

The following hotels are highly recommended as being 
both reasonable and comfortable : — 

Cologne. — " Hdtel du Dome," in the Cathedral square. 

Bonn. — "Hdtel Rley," on the main road after going 
through the town. 

Andernach.--" Anker," facing the Rhine. 

Coblentz. — "Anker Hdtel," facing the Rhine andEhren- 
breitstein. 

Frankfort — " Pariser H6f," in the centre of the town. 
Darmstadt.— "Prinz Carl." 

Heidelberg. — ^The "Neckar Hotel," facing river and 
Castle. 

Baden-Baden.— "Deutscher Hdf," near the station. 

Strasburg. — ** Hotel d'Angleterre," near the station. 

English is spoken by some one or other at all the above 
except the " Anker " at Andemach. It should be borne in 
mind that table d'hdte in Germany takes place at one 
o'clock, and is to be obtained even in some of the smallest 
villages. Should anyone be contemplating such a tour, I 
shall be happy to give any further information. — 1 am, sir, 
yours, etc., W. Silk, Junr. 

8, Long Acre, W.C., 

8th August, 1882. 



Tojke Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — The August Bank Holiday is passed, and I (and I 
have no doubt numbers of other members) have been much 
exercised in mind as to what to do with myself on Mondav 
last. Now I am not one of those who look down on Club 
runs, but rather consider them enjoyable outings, to be 
attended whenever the cares and duties of this world allow, 
and I venture to suggest to the authorities that it would 
be a good thing to institute an Annual General Meet, to be 
held every August Bank Holiday. The S.E. I know are 
longing to distinguish themselves by turning up in force at 
a Northern meet, but are unable to do so under the present 
arrangements, as it is impossible to ride round London on 
a Saturday afternoon, ana they, like the rest of the L.B.C., 
have a distinct aversion to take the train except in a case of 
force majeure. If, however, our officers would issue orders for 
a General Meet on this Bank Holiday, when there is no Bath 
Trial or Bath Easter Tour to ride in, members living in the 
extremities of the horse-shoe would have an opportunity 
of riding to the Meet without utilising other wheels but 
their own. The Meet might be arranged for Harrow or 
Virginia Water at, say, 2.0 p.m.— Yours, Viator, 



The following letter has appeared in a contemporary : — 

HILL-CLrMBINQ.-BIS. v. TRIS. 
In reading what has appeared in your columns lately on 
this point, I observe that there is one thing which seems to 



have escaped notice, viz., that, as generally made, bis. are 
heavily handicapi)ed for hill-climbing, aa compared with 
tris., in one most important respect. 

I think it will be allowed that the majority of bis. have 
driving-wheels of at least 52in. diameter, and frequently 
more, while the cranks are seldom more than 4j^in. or 

Tricycles, on the other hand, have usually dnving-wheels 
not exceeding 46ia. diameter, and cranks firom 5|in. to 6in. 
From which it would follow, supposing my' plan to be 
correct, that at piesent the two classes of machines are too 
unequally provided with power for a fair comparison to be 
made. 

I fancj that if one of our crack riders were to have a 46in. 
wheel with 6^in. cranks fitted into the frame of his 54in. ur 
68-in. "Humber" or "D.H.F." bicycle, and then try 
Reigate or Muswell against an equally good man on any 
tri., we should not hear much more of the superiority of 
the latter on hills. G. R. Hutghings, L.B.C. 



ECHOES. 

Falconer's defeajt at Surbiton must be put down to sheer 
inability to stay the pace, which for the banning of twenty 
miles was terrible. ' The record for four miles was beaten 
by four seconds, and the five miles was only a fraction of a 
second behind the record ; half way through the sixth mile 
Cortis got a little away and immediately went his fastest, 
and Fsuconer, who does not ride a losing race well, fell 
away. It is only fair to remember his very short path 
training this year compared with Cortis. I understand 
that he intends to go on training and to have another try 
at the twenty miles in the hour and twenty-five mile 
records. I wish liim every success. 

«««••« 

The only records at present unbeaten this year are 
Falconer's two miles, Cortis's five miles, and Cortis's 
twenty-one to twenty-five miles. If Falconer's training 
progresses well perhaps the last five may be beaten. 

♦ ♦ • • ' • • 

Cortis was married the dav after his Surbiton success. 
He leaves for Australia very shortly ; and a farewell dinner 
takes place at the Holborn Restaurant on the 17th. 

• •««•• 

I hear that Mr. E. Chant rode up River Hill on Monday 
la&t, after a hilly ride of forty to fifty miles. His per- 
formance was witnessed bv lus friend R. B. Hough, and 
E. D. Sewell of "ours. The only other men who 
have ridden this hill, as far as I know, are Francis and 
Reynolds. Rambler. 

BACK NUMBERS. 
Members requiring Back Numbers are requested to write 
to the Publishers of the Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, KC, 
instead of to the Editor. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contributions mnst be addressed to " The Editor, L3.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C./' and most bear the n&me of the author, tiiough not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if invmediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.80 p.m. 



Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35. Eaatcheap, London, E.O.— August 10, 1882. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for Gkuette'' 
is 5.30 p.m. on Taesdays. 

COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, the 
14th instant, 

Name and Addnv. Propoter. Seconder. 

T. W. Young, 1, CavendiBh Square.. . Hume Young. Alfred Herbert 

was elected a member of the Club. 

R. M. Gruggen was elected to fill the vacancy on the 
Committee caused by the resignation of H. Jennings. 

It was decided to print 300 copies of the Oazettb in 
future, instead of 350 as before. 

Theo. Oodlee, pro Hon. Sec. 

TWENTY MILES IN THE HOUR. 

[We make no apology for printing the annexed abridged 
account from the Field of the Wanderers Evening Meeting 
at Surbiton on Wednesday, August 2nd. Though some 
time has passed we think it is desirable that our columns 
should contain some fuller record of a most wonderful per- 
formance than our telegraphic despatch. We have only to 
add to the account below that in the third heat of the 
mile W. E. Adam was repeatedly shut out at the corners 
by Allport's wide riding. The Field correspondent is also 
not quite accurate in his records, as the records for four 
and six miles were beaten as well as those he mentions. 

We have added the previous records for comparison. In 
explanation of the extraordinary difference between the 
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previous records for the odd and even miles after ten, we 
may say that the even miles represent the times at the 
Crystal Palace on July 27th, when, for some mysterious 
reason, the times for the odd miles were not taken. Though 
these latter were of course correspondingly fast, the times 
for 1881 for those distances stood as the records. — Ed. Sub.] 
The fine performance of the Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer, 
in winning this event, lent additional interest to his match 
with Mr. Cortis, arranged to take place at Surbiton on 
Wednesday, August 2nd. In the meeting of the two most 
notable racing bicyclists ever seen, those interested in such 
competitions have found the consummation of their wishes. 
The relative merits of these two athletes have given rise 
to much speculation, and for a year or more past it has 
been apparent to those best versed in the subject that if 
there was any rider capable of defeating Mr. Cortis, that 
rider was Mr. Keith-Falconer. Circumstances on this 
occasion induced many to favour the chances of the former. 
His trial ride last week proved him to be in the finest 
possible condition, whilst his opponent, although his feat 
on the previous Saturday renders superfluous any apology 
for his recent failure, was certainly not in sufficiently good 
form to satisfy either himself or his friends. Still we must 
accept facts as they stand, any qualification of them 
necessarily depreciates the honour gained by one to whom 
great honour is due for a feat which must remain famous, 
even if eclipsed on the morrow. The honour will be 
accorded Mr. Cortis all the more heartily and generously 
in the face of prospective events of a private character 
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which will culminate, to the regret of every one, with 
his departure at no distant date for Australia. The 
match in question was the chief event at the second 
evening meeting of the Wanderers Bicycle Club, of which 
Mr. Corbis is a member, and attracted to the rather distant 
suburb of Surbiton an attendance far larger than we have 
before seen at any similar meeting at these grounds. The 
weather during the afternoon and early evening was very 
threatening; squally looking clouds and constant light 
showers of rain made the outlook anything but encouraging, 
for it seemed doubtful if success could be hoped for against 
the wind that prevailed at six o'clock. Such a feat as was 
to be attempted could only be undertaken with any confi- 
dence in propitious weather, and it was gratifying therefore 
to see the clouds disappear and find that the wind died 
away at the same time. What wind remained came from 
a favourable direction, as it blew against the riders on the 
descent. The ready and willing manner in which the various 
bicyclists, who had been competing in the handicap, came 
out one after the other to act as pace-makers is deserving 
of the recognition and thanks of all concerned. Tbe invita- 
tion handicap, with which the programme opened, produced 
some capital racing, and was won by A. Thompson, whose 
rapid improvement more than counterbalanced the shorter 
start allowed him on this occasion by Mr. Coleman. 

One Mile Invitation Handicap. 

First Heat : G. J. Hunter, Sutton B.C., 80 yards start, 
1 ; J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C., scratch, 2 ; K. A. 
Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 20 yards, 3 ; R. J. Reece, Civil 
Service B.C., 40 yards, 0; H. R. Reynolds, Oxford 
University B.C., 70 yards, 0. Woolnough passed Reece in 
the second lap, when the latter gave up. Hunter kept his 
lead all through, and although Hamilton and Woolnough 
pressed him closely in the last lap, won by three yards ; 
Hamilton the same distance ahead of Woolnough. Time, 
2 min. 49^ sec. 

Second Heat : A. Thompson, Granville B.C., 60 yards 
start, 1 ; M. H. Jephson, Oxford University B.C., 35 yards, 
2 ; J. D. Butler, Danes B.C., 40 yards, 3 ; J. C. P. Tacagni, 
Canonbury B.C., 70 yards, ; W. B. Fisher, Kent B.C., 
100 yards, 0. Jephson, who is a very quick starter, headed 
Butler immediately. Fisher gave up in the second lap. 
Jephson passed Tacagni in the third, but failed to catch 
Thompson, who, leading into the last lap, won by a yard ; 
Butler fifteen yards behind. Time, 2 min. 44f sec. 

Third Heat : F. G. Medcalf, St. James B.C., 110 yards 
start, 1 ; 0. Thorn, London B.C., 70 yards, 2 ; F. Allporti 
Sutton B.C., 60 yards, 3 ; W. K. Adam, Oxford University 
B.C., 35 yards, ; C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 40 yards, 0. 
Adam passed Vesey in the first lap, and Allport ran up to 
Thorn. At half a mile Vesey gave up. Medcalf led into 
the last lap, and a capital race ensued between Adam, 
Thorn, and Allport, but they failed to come up with the 
leader, who won by twelve yards. Time, 2 min. 46 sec. 



Fourth Heat : F. L. Adam, London B.C., 50 yards start, 
1 ; R. L. Flindt, Chiswick B.C., 75, 2 ; P. J. M*Kinlay, 
Beckenham B.C., 70, 0. M'Kinlay went right away from 
Flindt in the first lap, but the latter caught him again in 
the second. Entering the last lap Adam came up with 
them, and, going away at his ease, won by twenty yards ; 
M'Kinlay did not finish. Time, 2 min. 48f sec. 

Final Heat : A. Thompson, 60 yards start, 1 ; G. J. 
Hunter, 80, 2 ; F. G. Medcalf, 110, 3 ; F. L. Adam, 50, 0. 
Adam got away very badly, and Thompson at half a lap 
was forty yards ahead of him. Hunter succumbed to 
Thompson at half a mile, and before the third lap was com- 
pleted the latter wrested the lead firom Medcalf, and, easing 
up towards the finish, won by twelve yards; Hunter, 
passing Medcalf half way through the last lap, took second 
place by eight yards; Adam forty yards away. Time, 
2 min. 45f sec. 

Twenty Miles Match. 
Mr. Herbert L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., and the Hon. 
Ion Keith-Falconer, Cambridge University and London B. C. 's. 
After the conclusion of the above handicap this match, 
which has been looked forward to with great interest, was 
decided. At the start the inside position was occupied by 
R. A. Woolnough, who acted as pacemaker through the 
first mile. Cortis took up the next position, with Eeith- 
Falconer on the outside. Woolnough led ofif, Cortis next, 
and Eeith-Falconer last. The pace was fast and regular 
from the start, the first mile taking exactly its allotted 
time. At a mile and a half W. E. Adam took up the 
running, and the second mile was covered well inside even 
time. Through the third mile the riders still further im- 
proved their position, doing the four laps in 2 min. 59 sec. 
Early in the fourth mile J. C. P. Taoagni relieved Adam. 
The relative positions of the competitors had remained 
unaltered throughout, about two yards generally intervening 
between the hind wheel of Cortis's machine and the driver 
of his opponent. A reserve of no less than five seconds was 
made in the fourth mile, at the expiration of which the 
leader was 13f sec. ahead of time, and 8| sec. in firont of 
his time recently made at the Crystal Palace. R J. Reece 
replaced Tacagni at four miles and a half, and gave way to 
P. J. M'Einlay a mile further. Through the fifth and 
sixth miles the riders continued to gain ground. Cortis 
drew away slightly from Eeith-Falconer in the twenty-third 
lap, and, shouting to M'Einlay to go on as they entered the 
last circuit of the sixth mile, the latter spurted, and a tre- 
mendous pace was made, the quarter mile taking only 41 
sec, and the watch showing 23 sec. to the good. By this 
burst Eeith-Falconer was left behind, and, easing up as the 
seventh mile was conmienced, lost more ground. In de- 
ference to the appeals of the spectators he made another 
effort, but only rode a lap and dismounted. Cortis kept up 
an undiminished speed, continuing to gain ground each 
mile, with the exception of the ninth, till the eleventh 
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mile, when he was just half a mintite in advance of time. 
The thirteenth mile was the slowest of the race, nearly five 
seconds being lost. J. R. Hamilton, jun., F. AUport, 0. 
Thorn, G. J. Hunter, and M. H. Jephsoh had been taking 
it in turns to set the pace. In the fourteenth mile Cortis 
practically held his own, lost a trifle in the fifteenth, kept 
about even in the sixteenth, and till sixteen and a half was 
called, when he improved his pace considerably, and made 
Tacagni do his best to retain a lead. Hamilton came on 
again entering the eighteenth mile, and he set a rattling 
pace, the last two laps of this mile being very fast. A high 
rate of speed was maintained through the last two miles, 
time being beaten generally all through. In the final lap 
Cortis fairly raced away from Thorn, covering the last 
quarter mile in 40 sec. That he ran himself out was pretty 
evident by his erratic steering in the last two laps, and 
from the fact that he eased up at twenty miles, though he 
had expressed an intention of going on for the hour. How- 
ever, at the expiration of this time, he had covered three 
hundred and twenty-five yards over the distance. The 
following is a list of the times at each mile, " record ".being 
made from seven to twenty : — 





Previous Record. 


Record. 






Fnvious Record. 


Record. 




M. 8. 


M. 8. 






M. 8. 


M. 8. 


1 mile 




. 8 


11 miles 


33 4} .. 


.32 30 


2 „ 




. 5 52} 


12 


tf 


35 51 


.35 30^ 


3 „ 




. 8 61| 


13 


tt 


39 6J 


.38 85i 


4 „ 


11 61i 


.11 46i 


14 


ft 


41 50 


.41 36 


5 ,. 


14 391 


.14 40{ 


15 


M 


45 8f 


.44 87f 


6 


17 53 


.17 37 


16 


» 


47 44 


.47 37i 


7 „ 


20 52 


.20 82 


17 


tt 


51 01 


.50 32| 


8 „ 


23 67 


.23 ZH 


18 


tt 


63 35 


.53 27} 


9 


26 594 


.26 Sl{ 


19 


tt 


57 36 


.56 221 


10 „ 


29 641 


29 30* 


20 


tt 


59 31J 


.59 20i 



LAWN TENNIS. 
So few ties had been played off that the result was not 
worth publishing in last week's Gazette, but now, thanks 
be to the energetic ones, we are nearly at the end of the 
second round, with the following results^ viz. : 

FIRST ROUND. 

Scrutton, T. E beat Potter, L. 

Rolls, A. H II Gruggen, R. M. 

Barber, H n Hewitt, H. M. 

Elgood, F. M n Price, E. S. 

Naylor, H. S n Barnett, H. 

Reynolds, H. R m Francis, R. H. M. 

Scrutton, J. H n Herbert, Alfred. 

Beck, G. F n Franklin, J. 

Williams, J Whealler, S. E. 

Hindley, E. H n Newman, R. 

Smith, C. A n Morgan, H. G. 

Sharp, H. N n Wyndham, W. 

The following scored a " walk over " ; — 

Scott J., Potter J. F., Potter A., Child, Barker, Godlee, 
and Lloyd. 



SECOND BOUND. 

Beck, G. F. beat Scrutton, J. H. 

Reynolds, H. R n Naylor, H. S. 

Scrutton, T. E Godlee, Theo. 

Elgood, F. M M Barber, H. 

Sharp, H. N n Schmettau, G. E. 

Child scored another " walk over." 
Other results unknown at present. 
The drawing for the third round runs thus : — 

Scrutton, T. E plays Potter, J. F. 

Reynolds, H. R • Beck, G. F. 

Child, T H Sharp, H. N. 

l^^^^^'OT ) „ Elgood, F.M. 

Potter, A. J ^ 
Lloyd, A., or ) f Scott, J., or 

Hindley. E. H. / " I Rolls, A. H. 

Tliose gentlemen who have gone away must pardon our 
" apparent rudeness " in scratching their names ; but all 
things must have an end — even the L.B.C. Tennis Tourna- 
ment ; and we sincerely hope that the " grief and pains " 
endured by certain members when Tennis was first men- 
tioned have ended, too, long since. By the by, a sentence 
which must not be forgotten : " How about that shilling ? " 

H. N. S. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



Rule 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The f oUowing Ust of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned.^ Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this Ust is requested 
to communicate with the Ci^tain. 



Aug. 



19.— Ipswich B.C. Races. 

19. — Beckenham B.C. Meeting. 

19. — Ravensbourne A.C. Sports at Ladywell. 

21. — Bath Ariel Rowing and Bicycle Club Sports. 

22. — Newbury Athletic Sports. 
25. — Penzance Athletic Sports. 
28. — Taunton Athletic Sports. 
30.— Wells (Somerset) Sports. 



SWISS TOUR 



W. J. Williams and myself hope to start about the 
15th September for Switzerland. We think of riding across 
Prance either on our way out or home, going via Dijon, 
Pontarlier, through the Val de Travers to NeuchAtel, the 
route I followed in 1877, and which I found to be the best. 
Arrived in Switzerland, we shall probably go over much of 
the ground already known to me. Switzerland may smnd 
impracticable for laicycling, but experience has proved it to 
be perfectly feasible. As we should like to make a four, 
we shall be glad to hear from any member willing to join us. 

Norman B. Morris. 

[We hope, after Mr. Cobb's letters in past and coming 
Gazettes, that Switzerland will not "sound impracticable" 
to any members of the L.B.C.— Ed. Sub.] 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.K 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 




1^ Lea Bridge Rd. 3.80, 
1 Sybom'e Corner 
1 8.45, for Ohio- 
WILL. Meet &E. 


"Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Wkst Dbatton. 
Meet W. and S.W. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.80, for Wkst 
Dratton. Meet 
N.W. and S.W. 


^Clarence,' Tedding- 
ton, 4.80, for Wist 
Dbatton. Meet 
W. and N.W. 


Central Croydon 
Stotion 8.80, for 
Chiowkll. Meet 
N.E. and Black- 
heath Div. 


«< Hare and Billet,*^ 
4.80, for Chio- 
wkll. MeetNJB. 
and Croydon Div. 


Ang. 26. 


[ Lea Bridge Rd. 8.30, 
j Sybom's Comer 
] 8.45, for Hayis- 
f nfo. 


*' Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, for 
Shknlbt. 


Shxfpkbton Lock. 
Pienie. 
Meet S.W. 


Shkppkbton Look. 
Picnic. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Blktchinolkt. 
Meet Blackheath 
Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for Blbt- 
CHnrGLKT. Ifeet 
Croydon Div. 



September 2.~A11 Districts mn to Hallifobd. Time and place of starting to be published in the Gazkttk. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTEICT. 

August 12. The fact that so many men are away at this 
time of year prepares the attenders of Club runs for the 
worst, and an attendance of nine at a run in this District in 
the middle of August is very cheering. It may be said 
that the whole nine were never present at the same time, 
but that is unimportant. Four members and a visitor left 
Sybom's Comer at about four, with a slight head wind 
against them, not more than enough to keep them cool, and 
proceeded by the Castle Road, which is in very fair condition, 
and then over the macadam which the inventive genius of 
Woodford public authorities has recently laid down, then 
to Buckhurst Hill. Here the Captain joined the party. 
Golders Hill was only surmounted by Lloyd, but, on the other 
hand, it was very hot. After a quiet rest at the summit 
tlie party proceeded by very stony roads to Epping. After 
ordering tea, a stroll to the polo ground positively resulted 
in seeing some polo, which the D.C. asserts to be a unique 
performance. He has often seen a game just finished. 
Just before tea, Wigan rode up, but declined to wait, as 
he was off for some far distant spot. Lyne about the 
same time arrived, and stayed. Tea was taken in the 
same room as more than one other club, and, there being 
no temptation to stay, an early start was made, but this 
time the back lanes by Abridge and Chigwell resulted in a 
slightly improved course. The only diversity was about 
half-a-dozen haystacks on fire in the neighbourhood of 
Abridge, but they were so nearly burnt out that we did not 
even stay to look at them. The Captain left at Rolls 
•Park gates, and the remainder, only troubled by Long's 
lamp, which had adopted the r6le usually taken by the 
D.C.'s for one night only, proceeded to their various destina- 
tions. Just after the party had left Epping the Treasurer 
arrived, having come down late, but he failed to ascertain 
the route taken by the main body, so had to carry out his 
run alone. Present : Child, Hough, Lloyd, Long, Lyne, 
T. E. Scrutton (Captain), C. Wigan (S.E.), one visitor, and 
Thbo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.S. ASD S.E. JOINT MEET. 

I hope members will turn out in force to Chigwell to 
meet the S.E. ; so many are away that anyone who is 
at home should make a peculiar effort 

Theo. Godlee. 



N.W. DlflTEICT. 

Saturday was one of the few and far between summer 
days we have been indulged with this year, and riding was 
rather warm work. Only six of us met at Tally-ho ! Comer, 
the attendance no doubt being affected by the absence of 
many men from town. We were pleased to welcome among 
the Hampstead contingent R. V. Jennings, one of our old 
N.W. members, who had on his return from abroad got 
hold of an ancient Stassen," with leg rests and eccentric 
brake complete. The said bedstead " in the course of the 
afternoon was reported to have cracked a small flint on the 
road. The route chosen was via Northaw, Cuffleys, and 
Goff^s Oak. Hindley succeeded in riding, the hill up to the 
latter place, much to his credit, it being in a very loose 
state. Tea was had at the " Green Dragon," and was both 
good and cheap. We left again about eight, Hindley 
having started home before tea, and had a pleasant mn 
back by the same route. Distance 36 miles. Present : 
Elgood, Hindley, R. V. Jennings, Lown, TuUoch, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 

The ran next Saturday is to West Drayton (Hendon 
Station 4.25). We shall meet the W. and S.W., and I 
hope as many members as are in town will try to put in an 
appearance. Tea at the ** De Burgh Arms." 



W. AND S.W. DiSTRiora 
August 12th. Amongst the many fair demesnes that are 
contained within the boundaries of the counties bordering 
upon the metropolis, Surrey can certainly boast its share 
of estates of historical fame, and amongst them Oatlands 
Park takes perhaps the first position. Its earlier history 
abounds in reminiscences of Roman, Saxon, and Norman, 
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but the time of its greatest fame ranks from the acquisition 
of the property by Henry VIIL, by one of those imperious 
acts of barter which he knew so well how to turn to his 
own advantage. Since his time it has gone through many 
changes of fortune, honoured by a visit from Queen Eliza- 
beth in regal state, a chosen resort of Charles II. and his 
favourites, devastated by a destructive 6ie, and lastly, in 
this degenerate age, a considerable portion of the estate is 
in the hands of an Hotel Company and one or two large 
proprietors, whilst the rest has fallen under the sway of 
builders of "eligible red-brick residences in the Queen 
Anne style." 

So much for the history of the goal of our last Saturday's 
run, and now for the run itself. 

The S.W., riding by Moulsey and Walton, were early on 
the scene, and were speedily reinforced by Buckmaster and 
Henry ; Langmore and Nops, who had ridden down by way 
of Cobham, with Bucker in company, came up later. The 
great object of the expedition was a visit to the celebrated 
grotto, and and after giving orders for tea we started off in 
quest of the attraction. After taking a few wrong paths 
we found the object of our search in the grounds of Sir 
William Drake. The gardener's wife, who keeps the keys, 
conducted us over the grotto, and from her we learnt many 
particulars. 

It is partly built and partly excavated, and was con- 
structed about 130 years ago — for the then Duke of 
Newcastle — by three Italian workmen. The time occupied 
was twenty years, and the cost is said to have amounted 
to £40,000. 

The general plan is an imitation of the famous Derbyshire 
caverns, the spar for the walls and roof having been brought 
from that county. It is also embellished with many curious 
shells and masses of coral, whilst a portion of the pavement 
is constructed of horses' teeth. 

• It was deliciously refreshing to linger in the icy cold 
subterranean passages after the blazing sunshine outside, 
and we were only too sorry to emerge again into the glare 
of an ideal August day. 

Close outside is a miniature graveyard, as restful-looking 
as many a quiet country churchyard ; but in this case it is 
not human bones that are mouldering to decay ; the goodly 
row of tombstones are sacred to the memory of the dogs 
belonging to the Duchess of York, who apears to have been 
fond of canine society. 

The " New Inn " proved a success, and assisted by the 
proceeds of a foray into the village we made a very good tea. 

Two springs having become hors de combat, the village 
had to be ransacked for indiarubber balls to repair the 
damage before a homeward start could be made. 

Present: C. A. Buckmaster, A. Hawley, A. Henry, 
J. W. Langmore, D. T. Nops (W. District Captain), 
M. D. Rucker, E. J. Sherriff, H. H. Sherriff, C. Taylor, and 
Abthuk E. Buokleb, S.W. District Captain. 



XMPORTAITT. 

Everyone wants to have one more picnic before the 
season wanes. To enable us to do this it is necessary to 
alter one of our runs. The most eligible date seems to be 
Saturday week the 26th inst., when in course of duty we 
ought to run to Ripley. For commissariat and other reasons 
we intend to change the venue this time, leaving our lovely 
pinewoods for the more convenient river bank. The scene 
of the festivities will be the island adjoining Shepperton Lock, 
the approach to which can be made from either shore ; by 
Shepperton by walking over the lock, and from Weybridge 
by ferrying over. Several ladies are coming, and we hope 
to see many members and their sisters, etc. For frirther 
particulars apply to the undersigned. 

For W. District Captain and self, 

Aethur E. Buckler, Captain S.W. District. 



S.E. DlSTMOT. 

August 12. To-day we were blessed with splendid 
weather, and though the. roads were rather rough and sandy 
through want of rain, the run was a most pleasant one. 
Leaving our starting place at 4.30, we were reinforced by 
the Blackbeath contingent at Eeston, and soon reached 
Downe, stopping at the " Qeorge," a capital little inn, well 
known to the men of our District as one of the cleanest and 
best for a long way round. We had not much, time to 
explore this charming Kentish village, once the home of 
the famous Darwin. The churchyard contains the remains 
of one of his brothers and two of his sons, as is testified by 
the stones over the graves, and in the church his family 
pew is conspicuous, and was occupied with great regularity 
by his wife and children. He, too, attended whenever 
there was a marriage, a christening, or a funeral of any of 
his family at this church. After enjoying a good tea, it 
was decided to return home without delay, so that, with 
the sunset before us, we might enjoy to the full the splendid 
views with which this spot abounds, some of our party 
taking the Farnborough Road, while others went direct 
over Eeston Common, which looks remarkably pretty just 
now. Croydon was reached before nine o'clock. This run 
is strongly recommended to Croydon men, or those who 
live near, if they have a couple of hours to spare on a fine 
evening, and want ten miles of pretty road. Present : A. 
Barker, C. A. Brown, Alfred Herbert, H. G. Middleton, 
A. Morley, J. C. Oswald, C. F. Schmettau, H. N. Sharp, 
D. K Smith, E. F. Smither, and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 

The run next Saturday (19th) is to Cliigwell, to meet the 
N.E. I earnestly request the S.E. men to make a special 
effort to muster strongly, and would remind them that 
though we shall have a rough bit of macadam just before 
reaching the pier at Woolwich, we shall find it very nice 
going on the other side of the river. This will afford 
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several of onr men a good opportunity of forming an opinion 
about the Essex roads, which I can assure them are very 
good. H. G. A. Brown. 



THE EDITOR. 



The editor, children, is a member of that race of animals 
called mankind. He is invariably a kind man. He is 

Ssrfectly harmless ; you may go into his den without fear, 
ut he has his peculiarities. The sight of a poet makes 
him wild. He is then very dangerous, and is apt to do 
bodily harm to slU within reach. He is also much wrought 
up when a man comes in with a little trifle he has just 
dashed off. There is one thing that must be said in the 
editor's dispraise. His mind is so biassed by long thinking 
in a certain direction that he dislikes very much to look 
upon both sides of a question. Therefore, if you value 
your BsSety, never approach him with manuscript written 
on both sides of your paper. The editor usually writes 
with a pen, but his most cutting articles are the product of 
his shears. And let me say righ^ here, children, that a 
good deid of sheer nonsense has been printed about the 
editor. He uses his shears only when composing an entirely 
original article. The editor would make a good public 
speaker but for his propensity for clipping words. The 
editor's hardest task is to dispose of his time. His would 
be a monotonous life, indeed, were it not for the kindness 
of the few liundred people who call upon him every day to 
enliven his dull life with stories of their grievances, of their 
brand new enterprises, and with antediluvian anecdotes. 
When you grow up to be men and women, children, 
remember this, and spend all the time you can in the 
sanctum of the editor. He loves company so much, you 
know, and sometimes he has to sit silent and alone for a 
whole half-minute. Is it not too bad ? The business of 
the editor is to entertain itinerant lecturers, book canvassers, 
exchange-fiends, and other philanthropists. He gives his 
whole day to these. He writes his editorials at night after 
he has gone to bed. The editor is never so happy as when 
he is writing complimentary notices. For ten cents' worth of 
presents he will gladly give ten dollars worth of advertising 
— all on account of the pleasure it gives him to write, you 
know, children. He loves also to write neat little speeches 
and bright witty poems for people without brains who wish 
to speiJc in public. It is so easy for him to do this, that 
he is sometimes quite miserable when an hour or two passes 
without an opportunity to do something of the kind. The 
editor dines at all hotels free, he travels free, theatres open 
wide their doors to him, his tailor clothes him gratis, his 
butcher and grocer furnish him with food without money 
and without ijrice. In short, his every want is provided for. 
He spends his princely salary in building ctiurches and 
school-houses in foreign lands. By all means, children, be 
editors. Of course it would be better if you could be hod- 
carriers or dray-horses. But as that is impossible, by all 
means be editors. — The Australasian. [Note. — ** When 
the cat's away, the mice will play." But when the cat 
comes back ? — Editor's Demi.'] 



ECHOES. 

The government by deputy officers which threatens to 
annihilate the Club every August has set in, though not 
with its usual severity. Last year one District Captain 
was left to work the whole Club ; this year the Secretary 



and Editor are away, but the Captain has forsworn all 
holidays, and the Treasurer has just returned from lengthy 
rambles of which we understand the Editor and Editor's 
deputy hope to hear something. I hear rumours of fights 
and other adventures which should be interesting. 

• ••••• 

Our President is hard at work on the Palace track and 
means to try the Twenty-five Miles record before the end of 
the month. I hear that he is improving rapidly, and in 
strict training (!) I also hear of 10 miles m a shade outside 
the half-hour on an unfavourable day. 

• «•««« 

Emigration seems to be the ultimate fate of bicycling 
celebrities. Our heroes blaze forth for a brief space and 
leave us when at the summit of their glory. Cortis is off 
to Australia, Moore, the champion at One and Twenty-five 
Miles, has gone to America. Oeschger, who was one of 
the prettiest riders and fastest men on the path a year 
after he first got on a bicycle, went back to France, leaving 
worlds unconquered. He came over again, however, on 
purpose to see the last Inter-University Races. 

• «•«•« 

The present year has so far brought out the usual number 
of unknowns ; Oaskell and Leith especially among metro- 
politans, both of whom are very near scratch now. Gaskell 
was, however, I believe, scratch man at Liverpool before he 
came up to London. The Five Miles Amateur Champion 
had raced very little before this year, and among the 
oung riders I am glad to hear it said that two Londoners, 
L. Adam and C. A. Brown, give most promise. 



The North-East Meets are variegated in interest. To 
begin with, the D.C.'s machine is a wonderful specimen, 
though by no means " a treat to listen to." One of the 
tail irreverently said that to have heard it was a liberal 
education in Wagnerian opera. I hear the North-East 
roads just at present are a little loose— just a little. 
If the corps of bicycling volunteers proposes to go to Egj'pt, 
I should recommend them to practise in the North-East — 
on Buckhurst Hill especially. Then there was a real game 
of polo at Epping, and one rider hit the ball four times 
running ; this is nearly record. Then a chicken tried to 
commit suicide in a front wheel, and there was a hare hunt, 
and a great fire which consumed large numbers of haystacks, 
at which the District unfortunately arrived too late to act 
as a volunteer fire brigade. In short, a North-East run is 
quite an encyclopaedia of sports and pastimes. 

• ••••• 

Lowndes did three miles at Coventry the other day in 
8 min. 54 sec, which was just equal to the record three 
weeks ago ; the ttiree miles record, however, was then the 
easiest of the list. I think the four miles is the easiest at 
present. The two miles is probably the hardest; it has 
now lasted three years. 

• •**•• 

A number of long-distance rides have been done lately, 
and there is now quarrelling as to the twenty-four hours' 
record. Why does not our enamelled medallist of this year 
go in and settle the question ? 

• ••••• 

The Brighton Coach assault case will be heard on the 
21st at Cuckfield. There is a cloud of witnesses for the 
bicyclists ; I hope they will carry conviction to the magi- 
sterial mind, and, better still, to the guard and driver. 
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I hear that our race meeting is much more favourably 
financially than last year, and that the Club finances are 
not so bad after all. 

• •«••• 

On Bank Holiday last Harold Smith won the Five Miles 
Handicap at Stamford Bridge from scratch. 

*••••• 

M. J. Lowndes, at Coventry, won a Two Miles Tricycle 
Handicap from scratch in 6 min. 41 sec., which is record 
for that distance. 

*••••• 

On " Bank Tuesday" M. J. Lowndes beat C. A. Palmer 
in the Five Miles Scratch Race by three yards. Probably 
Palmer is hardly in form yet. 

At Taunton, on Bank Holiday, M. H. Jephson won the 
Five Miles Handicap from the 120 yards mark in 14 min. 
46 sec. (1), Whish, as scratch man, obviously not having a 
look in. 

• «•*•• 

A member writes from the S.W. : — "Having heard of 
the excellent abundance of the N.W. teas, you may guess 
OUT surprise when a member of that District, after sharing 
in a not for us particularly slap-up feed, went straightway 

through his spnng." 

• • • • • • 

[Note. — We are thinking of starting a Joke Tournament, 
and give this as a teaser for the first round. The Editor's 
devil can make nothing of it. — En. Sub.] 

" It took twenty years to build," remarked the fair cus- 
todian. " Ah, but there were no Bank Holidays in those 
days," sighed a member. 

" Travellers hear strange tales," and seem to cultivate 
curious tastes, too, I thought, as, after a discussion on 
German cookery, two men regaled themselves on sardines 
enclosed in an envelope of marmalade][and black currant 
j*^- Rambler. 

To the Editor of ths London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND, 

(OONTINnSD FROM OUB LAST.) 

§ 2. — Bale to Laufen and back. 

Height above soa, Distance. «,ni a ^ 
EngliBh feelT^ Bnglish miies. Villages, etc., passed. 

870 — Bile. 

1000 6J Keinach. 

1015 7i Aesch. 

1066 10 GreUingexL 

1145 12| Zwingen. 

1160 HJ Laufen. 

1020 211 Aesch. 

060 23 Domecke Biiicka. 

1090 24 Arlesheim. 

1010 25^ Monchenstein. 

870 284 BAle. 

Ride 2 is a part of the Munater-Thal route above 
alluded to. From Aesch to Laufen the valley narrows, and 
the scenery is very fine. It is necessary to return by the 
same road as far as Aesch, but after that a different route 
may be taken, as given above. We experimented on a 
small track marked in the map, and crossed the river at 
Grellingen, but it proved to be a mere farm lane, utterly 
unrideable, and we had to wheel three miles for our pains 
till we could cross the river again. The hill leading up to 


Arlesheim is too severe to be ridden ; also another dismount 
will be desirable at the level railway crossing a mile or so 
from Monchenstein ; another instance of these crossings 
occurring in the middle or at the bottom of a hilL The 
way out of the town for this route is easy to find, and you 
can start at the hotel. Ride out to the left along the 
gardens (same way as to Rheinfelden) till you come to the 
cross roads at the fountain, then wheel sharp to your right ; 
at the fork at thoj" Jacob's Denkmal " — a patriotic warrior 
group — bear to the right, then over the railway (bridge), 
and so on. About two miles out the road again forks, keep 
to the right, the left (a hill down) is the road by which you 
will return. There is no necessity to dismount till you 
reach Laufen, which is paved. The Sirs, alongside which you 
run from Aesch to Laufen, will tempt you to an alfresco 
bathe, for which you will not have to pay a franc, as you 
have at Bale — an exorbitance denounced on the walls of 
the bath cabins in all tongues and styles, prose and verse, 
even by the Swiss themselves, unless they happen to be 
Baslers. Excellent music may be heard, ices eaten, and 
beer drunk, at the Summer Casino (at the back of the 
Jacob's Denkmal) most evenings in the week ; for all other 
facts about B&le, see Baedeker. Stay ! he does not mention 
that on the interior walls of the cathedral railway time 
tables and advertisements of summer excursions are hung 
along with the hours of Divine service, banns of marriage, 
tariff of fees for seeing the cathedral, and other interesting 
matter.^ By no means omit the picture gallery : if closed, 
you have only to ring and pay a franc upstairs. I recom- 
mend the hotel "Euler" (pronounced "oiler," appropriately 
enough to the bicyclist), not only because it is a good hotel, 
and its proprietor and servants most accommodating, but 
because (1) it is close to the railway station, a great con* 
venience when you want to send off luggage, etc. ; and (2) 
it is all gravel, not paved, in front, so that you can start 
right away without having to wheel over pavements. The 
" Schweizerhof," opposite to it, may be as good a hotel for 
all I know, but I am quite sure the staff can contain no 
such handy friend to the bicyclist as Oustav, the cellarman 
at the " Euler." 

§ d.—Bdle to Tkun via Olten and Burgdorf, 
At Bftle the bicyclist has the choice of several routes by 
which he can reach the more central parte of Switzerland. 
He can ride (1) to Zurich by Rheinfelden and Brugg (dis- 
tance about 56 miles), and thence by one of three roads to 
Lucerne, the most direct being that by Affoltern and Cham 
(distance 33 miles); or, (2) direct to Lucerne by Olten, 
two roads being open to him from Olten, the most direct 
being by Zofingen and Sursee (distance from B&le to Lucerne 
58 miles), the other being by Aarau and up the valley of 
the Suhr, some seven miles longer ; in either case he should 
come through Olten, and not attempt any short cut to 
Aarau on the B&le side. A third route is to go by the 
Munster Thai to Biel (or Bienne) and on to Bern ; and the 
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Bnglisl 
870 
915 



fourth to go to Thun by Olten and Burgdorf, from which last 
place'Thun may be reached either (a) by making a direct line 
through Walkringen and Diessbach ; or, (ft) by going on to 
Bern and then backwards to Thun, thus describing two 
sides of a triangle. The direct distance from Burgdorf to 
Thun is 27^ miles, and th6 distance vid Bern about 35. 
Our plan was to reach Thun the direct way, dividing the 
distance from B&le into two Cedrly equal portions by sleeping 
at LangenthaL * 

A.— mST DAY. 
Distance. 

— BAle. 

6 Fratteln (taming 

l-mile short of). 

1085 10 LieetaL 

1285 14 Sissach. 

2010 20 Laufelfingen. 

2270 22 Hatienfltein. 

1295 25| Olten. 

1290 28 Aarbui^. 

1880 30 Niederwyl. 

1860 88i MoFRenthaL 

1585 87i LangenthaL 

B.— BBCOND DAY. 

1585 — LangenthaL 

1690 2 Bleienbach. 

1625 6i RiedwyL 

1726 9i Wynigen. 

1850 144 Bnrgdorf. 

1810 17J Haale. 

1975 21 Bchafhansen. 

2176 24 BigenthaL 

2275 26i Walkringen. 

2460 27 Biglen. 

2616 29 Hoohstetten. 

2866 80i Konolfingen. 

1996 84 Diessba^ 

1840 86 Oppligen. 

1880 88i Heimberg. 

1850 42 Thnn (Thnnerhof). 

Considerable variations of altitude are manifest in the 
above table. Let not the bicyclist delude himself into 
thinking that they represent in themselves the sum total 
of up-and-down work he has to encounter. Except in the 
case of the larger variations, such as that of Hauenstein in 
the first day, the road is very seldom continuously up or 
down, and a difference of elevation of 50 feet between two 
consecutive places is more often realised by rising 25 feet 
to come down again 20 feet — which process, it will be ob- 
served, has to be repeated some ten times over before the 
complete gain of 50 feet is finally achieved. A careful 
calculation might very possibly reveal the fact that a 
difference of elevation of, say, 1,000 feet has been won by 
actual uphill work to the extent, perhaps, of four or five 
thousand. Let him, however, take courage : the surface of 
the roads is so good, and the gradients so seldom really 
severe, that the task to be accomplished is lighter than it 
looks. The gradient, for instance, of the famous Hauen- 
stein Hill, on the Bale side oj it, is only 1 in 25, and 
the surface the other day was smooth as asphalte. Any 
seasoned rider of ordinary power would make no difficulty 
of it; though it may alwajs^ be a question whether, if the 
day's work be long, it is not better (especially in such 



scenery as this) to make use of the longer hills 
for a relief froiD the saddle. The Olten side of the 
hill, where you have a perfectly continuous descent for 
three miles of 1,000 feet, is, for the highest part of it, de- 
cidedly steeper, and it would be impossible to ride up it 
beyond a certain point. In riding from Lucerne, two years 

0, 1 rode abou^ one-third of the way up, and then had 
quite enough. But let me give a word of practical warning 
to anyone coming up on the Olten side. Soon after I had 
dismounted I saw a most tempting-looking short cut right 
across the great zigzag ; it was a beautiful broad, smooth 
path as far as eye could see, and (as I was making my way 
to catch the London express at BAIe), I congratulated my- 
self on my good luck. Alas ! the path, though it was, as I 
supposed, the proper short cut, soon entered a very steep 
pine forest, where it completely changed its character, and 
became a scramble among rocks and pine roots, up which 
the bicycle would never have been brought but for the 
timely assistance of two sturdy natives whom I hailed from 
their wood-cutting to the rescue. After this experience, I 
hardly like to recommend with too great confidence the 
short cut for those coming up on the B&le side, but I got 
a fairly complete view of this, and think it probably main-, 
tains its character throughout. It is quite unmistakeable, 
as the telegraph takes it, and you have only to follow the 
posts where they leave the high road, a few minutes beyond 
the village of Laufelfingen. On the other hand, the high 
road, as it makes a great curve up through some exquisite 
woods, is in itself well worth the extra distance. 

I Uera&d F. Cobb. 

Thunerof, Thuti, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle dub Gcmtte, 
SiE, — My young brother, aged fifteen, has just ridden up 
River Hill on a 48-inch " Club." I don't think this is at 
all a bad performance for such a youngster. I have ridden 
the hill myself several times, once after doing forty-six 
miles. There is one thing, and only one, that I can say for 
the roads about here, and that is that they make all other 
roads seem beautifully flat and easy in comparison widi 
them.— Yours truly, Horacb G. Morgan. 

Eirkella, Sevenoaks, August 15th, 1882. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale.— A 56-in. close built " Norwood," all-bright 
except spokes ; wide handles ; brake, two lamps fhead and 
hub) ; in good order. Price £ll. R H. Carr, Guildford. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribntions muBt be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcfaeap, E.0 andmiist bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for in»r.:«tion. They must be written on one side of tiie 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.80 p.m. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for "Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

Herbert Liddell Cortis, of the Wanderers Bicycle Club, 
holder of three Championships in 1880, and four in 1879, 
also of twenty-four records at the present time, is so well 
known to all our Club that we cannot let his departure 
from England pass without a word of sympathy and good- 
will. There is no need even "to touch lightly," to use 
Mr. Maddoz's favourite phrase at the farewell dinner, on 
the marvellous performances Mr. Cortis has done ; we can 
only commemorate his geniality, his generosity 'to his 
opponents, his perfect straightforwardness in word and 
deed. Everyone who knew him feels that he has lost a 
valued friend, and the path one of its brightest examples 
and ornaments. We feel sure that in leaving England to 
seek his fortune afar, Mr. Cortis has the best wishes for his 
prosperity and success of all our Club, and we only hope 
that at no very distant day we may have the great pleasure 
of seeing him home again in health, happiness, and 
prosperity. 

GENERAL MEET. 

The arrangements made by the District Captains for the 
General Meet at Halliford on the 2nd September are as 
follows : — 

The N.E. will leave Lea Bridge Road at 3.0 sharp (there 
will be no meet at Sybom's Corner). They will proceed to 



" Jack Straw's," where they should join the N. W., who meet 
at that point at 4.0 ; the two Districts proceed together to 
Eew. 

The W. meet at the "Coach and Horses," Kew, at 5.0, 
and proceed with the N.E. and N.W. to Kingston Station. 

The S.W. meet at Kingston Station at 5.30, and ride with 
the N.E., N.W., and W. to HaUiford. 

The S.E. Blackheath Division meet at Lewisham Church 
at 3.15 sharp, and joins the Croydon Division, who leave 
Central Croydon Station at 4.0 sharp, and proceed direct to 
Halliford. 

No District is expected to wait more than ten minutes for 
another District, and in the case of the S.E. no law will be 
allowed by the Croydon Division. 

As this is the last General Meet of the season, and the 
bad weather caused Mr. Stone to make many preparations 
in vain last time, we hope that members will show up in 
large numbers. 

For the D.Cs., T. E. Scruttoh. 



BICYCLE UNION. 

A meeting of the Executive was held at the offices 17, 
Ironmonger Lane, on Tuesday, August 15th, 1882. 

Further evidence having been laid before the Executive 
re Syndale Park Sports, the matter has been re-opened. 

Resolved, — "That the penalty in the case of Mr. Harvey, 
of Truro, be remitted." 

Instructions were given for a leiter to be written to Mr. 
Vale, stating that the Executive do not see their way to 
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interfere with the decision of the officials with reference to 
the error in lap-taking at the race meeting of the North 
Warwickshire Bicycle Club. 

Resolved,—" That J. W. Mills, of Cloventry, J. Shadwick, 
of Rugby, and T. Sidwell, of Coventry, be suspended from 
riding in Amateur races, till the charges in connection with 
their riding at the Brinklow Sports on the 15th day of July 
last have been adjudicated upon by the Union." 

Resolved, — " That a Tricycle Championship be held by 
the Union, and that it be referred to a sub-Committee to 
consider the question of track, distance, etc., and report to 
the Executive as soon as possible.'' 

Mr. W. Toung was appointed handicapper for the West 
of England. 

Resolved, — " That the local centres be instructed to take 
steps for the election of new Committees and Officers under 
the revised rules of the local centres." 

Resolved, — " That a petition be presented by the Union 
to the Duke of Cambridge, asking permission for bicyclists 
and tricyclists to ride through Richmond Park, and that the 
Bicycle Touring Club be asked to co-operate." 

Wm. Ptb Enqlish, Rep. Hon. Sec. 



LAWN TENNIS. 



The Tournament has been gradually progressing during 
the last week, and the second round is entirely over, with 
the following result : — 

Beck, Q. P. beat Scrutton, J. H. 

Reynolds, H. R. n Naylor, H. S. 

Scrutton, T. E n Oodlee, Theo. 

Elgood, P. M II Barber, H. 

Rolls, A. H II Scott, J. 

Hindley, E. H ii Lloyd, A. 

Potter, A. II Barker, A. 

Sharp, H. N. Schmettau, 0. E. 

Child and Potter, J. P., "walked over." 
The drawing of the third round was : — 

Scrutton, T. E versus Potter, J. P. 

Reynolds, H. R. » Beck, G. P. 

Hindley, E. H n Rolls, A. H. 

Potter, A II Elgood, P. M. 

Child, T II Sharp, H. N. 

The result, as far as known, of this round is that Potter, 
J. P., scratches to Scrutton, and Reynolds has beaten Beck. 

Reynolds, in defeating Naylor, knocked a very hot " 
member out of it. The latter did not warm up to his work 
in the first sett, but in the second some of the games were 
very close, and the lookers-on declared they had never seen 
such grand play before. The ball was smacked over the 
net in a most cruel manner, and in spite of each trying to 
place it where the other was not, he was alwajrs there. 
Alas ! a treat to the spectators was over, and Reynolds was 
left to meet Beck for No. 3. 



This would have been another " hot " match, to say the 
least of it, if Beck had not been suffering from a strained 
arm, which prevented him reaching out and serving over- 
hand. As the game went on one could see his strength was 
failing, and by the time he was beaten it had completely 
gone. Everybody will sympathise with him, and wish him 
better luck next year. It has been rumoured that the final 
tie will be played at a General Meet, provided the opponents 
ride there and back I wonder what the last two men will 
say! a N. S. 

CRYSTAL PALACE CHALLENGE CUP. 

The Company had in the two previous years offered a 
valuable Cup for competition to Clubs, each Club to send 
two men, but did not find a large competition result from 
their offer. In consequence, they this year offered the Gup 
for individual riders, on Thursday, August 17th, and fixed 
the distance at fifteen miles. They also offered bronze 
medals to all who beat a time-standard, fixed with great 
liberality, considering the fastness of the track, at fifty 
minutes. As a result eighteen entered, and sixteen beat 
the standard. The day was perfect for racing, with no 
wind, and the course in good condition ; but for the 
Cortis dinner Palconer would probably have attempted the 
record, and very probably have succeeded. The race 
resulted as follows : C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 1 ; H. R. 
Reynolds, London B.C., 2 ; J. B. Butler, Danes B.C., 3 ; 
J. C. P. Tacagni, City of London B.C., 4 ; H. P. Wilson, 
Surrey B.C., 5. Vesey led into the hist lap and won, after 
a good race with Reynolds, by ten yards. The times were 
very fast : five miles, 15 min. 31 sec. ; ten miles, 30 min. 
56 sec. ; fifteen miles, 46 min. 22} sec. 



RACING PIXTURES. 

Role 40,enact8 that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
withoat penniflflion from the Captain. The foUowing list of Bacing 
Fixtoree has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not inclnded in this list Is requested i 
to oonminnicate with the Captain. j 

Aug. 25. — Penzance Athletic Sports. j 
28.— Taunton Athletic Sports. 
30.— Wells (Somerset) Sports. 
Sept. 2.— St Pad's Athletic Club at Stamford Bridga 
2.— Lincoln B.C. Races. 
2, 4.— West of England Sports at Exeter. 

9. — Gresham Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 
9. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at Oval 
9. — Nottingham B.C. Sports. 
16. — ^Brighton B.C. Annual Meeting. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 





N.W. 


W. 


aw. 


Croydon Dividon. 


8.B. 

BkckheathDiTuion. 


^ ( Left Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
^ J Bybom's Comer 
^ ] 8.46» for Havu- 


'<Jftok Straw's 
GMtle" 8.45, lor 
Sbbnubt. 


Sekfpibtor Look. 
JHcnic 
Meet S.W. 


ShBFFIBTON IiOOK. 

Picnic, 
Meet W. 


CentnJ Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Bletohinolbt. 
Meet Blaokheath 
Dhr. 


LewiBham Chnrch 
8.80, for Bun- 
OHmaiiT. Meet 
Croydon lAv. 



September 2.— All Distrioti ran to Haluvobd. Time and place of starting to be pabliahed in the Gazbiti. 





1 Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 


'<Jack Straw's 


Savemake Cottage 


Kingston Stotion, 


Central Croydon 


Lewisham Church, 




' Byborn'i Comer 


Cactle" 8.45, for 


4.0, for Circular 


4.15, for Circular 


SUtion 4.15, for 


8.15, for Ceawlbt. 




. 8.45, for Bebht- 


HUHTOH BBIDGB. 


BtUL MeetS.W. 


Run. Meet W. 


Ceawlbt. Meet 


Meet Croydon Div. 




WOOB. 








Blaekheath Dir. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTBIOT. 

Angnflt 19. When only fear memben tarn out to a 
meet in such close proximity as Ghigwell, it looks as though 
the absent many did not quite understand the meaning of 
the peculiar effort" enjoined in the official notice. Of 
the three who met at Syborn's Corner, Nevill, declaring 
his intention of riding round by Ghingford to Ghigwell, 
was, we regret to say, never seen again. The other two 
proceeded via James Lane and the Wanstead Flats to 
Woolwich, and found the surface first-rate. After waiting 
for half an hour on the pier, the invading party, consisting 
of the worthy Substitute and two of the Groydon division, 
were sighted on the steamboat, and, five strong, the com- 
bined forces rode at a smart pace to the Ilford road, where 
the wily Substitute led them over some rather tricky 
ground on the Flats, which resulted in two of them being 
unhorsed. The route through Snaresbrook was then taken, 
and some threatening drops of rain tending to increase the 
pace, Ghigwell was reached at a quarter to seven. The 
Gaptain was found waiting at the top of the hill, having 
scorned the invitation of that reckless member who pro- 
posed that they should play off their tie in the Tennis 
Tournament during the afternoon. After a look round 
the garden, and some vain regrets on the part of Long as 
to the presence of another party in one of the arbours, tea, 
consisting of pigeon pie and bugles, was partaken of. An 
early start was made, and, the South-Easters parting com- 
pany at Woodford Oreen, the home district returned aia 
Snakes Lane and Fern HilL Whether the Treasurer 
arrived at Ghigwell at some unearthly hour is not known, 
so cannot include him in the following list: — Present, 
Lloyd, Long, Nevill, and T. E. Scrutton, Gaptain. 

ANOTHSB ACCOUNT. 

The South-East invasion last Saturday did not turn out 
so formidable as might have been expected, and the home' 
district was not represented so numerously as could be wished. 
In fact it had less than half the number of men who appeared 



in the S.E. territory at Sidcup in the spring. The D.G. 
had departed for his holidays, and no one appeared willing 
to claim the honours of the post of Substitute. The Gaptain 
left Buckhurst Hill on a little voyage of his own round 
Abridge, and after no particular adventures turned up at 
Ghigwell at 5.20 to find himself alone in his glory, so he 
rode down towards Woodford Green to meet the South- 
East host ; encamped on an admirable strategic position 
on the top of a hill and proceeded to thoroughly clean his 
machine. This employed him till 6.20, when, as there were 
still no signs of the invasion, he began to suspect a turning 
movement and rode back to Ghigwell to find no one there. 
At last, about 6.45, a thin line of grey came up the hill 
very unobtrusively and ultimately resolved itself into four 
riders, who turned out to be the two Districts. Long and 
Lloyd reported having ridden to Woolwich, and distinctly 
seen nearly thirty South-Easters on the pier opposite, who 
reduced themselves to three on closer approach, bearing a 
telegram from the D.G. hinting business in town. They 
also reported that they had seen Nevill at Whip's Gross, 
and heard of the Treasurer somewhere else, and that they 
had left the S.E. Substitute on a call. Foraging in the 
resources of the " King's Head " produced a pigeon pie, 
ham and eggs having been rejected with scorn, and the 
party sat down to tea in that fine old room upstairs, the 
Substitute turning up in time to finish the pie, the mar- 
malade, the tea, and everything else consumable. Tea was 
rather spoilt by an obnoxious bugler, — may Allah scatter 
the bones of his great aunt ! — but his dismal strains con- 
duced to philosophy. About eight o'clock a move was 
made homewards. On lighting lamps (or trying to light 
them), it turned out that two experienced travellers out of 
the six had brought out their lamp cases, but not the lamps 
inside them. Smither rode to Abridge, the rest to Wood- 
ford Oreen, where Smith and Herbert departed on their 
homeward journey to southern climes ; the three North- 
Easters parted at the top of Snakes' Lane, and no doubt 
all reached home safely. 
Present — N.E. : Lloyd, Long, and T. R Scrutton ; 
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seen : T. 0. Neyille; heard rf: R. B. Houglt 
S. F. Smith, S. Herbert, and Smither ; telegram from 
H. 0. A. Brown. Not there : Sixty South-Easters, thirty 
North-Easters. Where were they f 



N.W. DlRTEIOT. 

August 19. Our run to West Drayton was poorly 
attended, which was quite what the D.C. expected. Three 
members met at Hendon Station, and proceeded via 
Wembly Park to Sudbury, where Jennings was obliged to 
turn back, as he had to be home early. We proceeded via 
Apperton to Oreenford, and then on to West End, where 
we turned up to the Uzbridge road at Hayes, West 
Drayton being reached at 6.15. The W., with Alison and 
the S.W., had already arrived. The return route was 
somewhat circuitous, Langmore kindly piloting us. A 
turning was missed somewhere, and we found ourselves in 
the Bath Road near the fourteenth milestone. We turned 
out of it at Granford Bridge, and proceeded over some 
capital roads through Heston and Norwood Oreen to Ealing. 
The Uzbridge Road was rather rough to Acton, where the 
Doctor left us, the N.W. continuing home via Horn Lane 
and Willesden. Roads altogether very good going. Dis- 
tance 40 miles. Present : Alison, R. V. Jennings, Tulloch, 
and W. J. Williams, District Captain. 



S.W. DlSTEIOT. 

19th August. Ever since the frontier of this district was 
scientifically rectified by the Thames taking the place of 
our former northern boundary, there has been a marked 
disinclination amongst our members for ezplorations in the 
wilds of Middlesex. This, coupled with the general holiday 
ezodus, accounts for the meagre muster of Saturday last 
at West Drayton. Rain having apparently fallen recently, 
the roads were in ezcellent condition, the weather being 
all that could be desired. Both journeys were made without 
any stirring incident, and home was reached at an early 
hour. We have to thank the W. Captain for the capital 
arrangements at the " De Burgh Arms," the only drawback 
being his absence through indisposition. Present: E. J. 
Sherriff, H. H. Sherriff, one dog, and 

Abthub E. Bugkleb, District Captain. 

P.S. — Members are reminded that Saturday next is the 
date of the third and last Picnic. If the English language 
still possesses any meaning, we shall have a Lurge muster of 
members and their lady friends, notwithstanding that 
everyone is away. We can make room for one or two more, 
but, as before, should recommend intending visitors to 
send in their names. We leave Kingston at 4.15, and 
ride by Hampton Court and Sunbury to Shepperton Lock ; 
this spot can also be conveniently approached from Wey- 
bridge. There is a railway station at Shepperton, which is 
perhaps a trifle nearer than that at Weybridge (main line). 



8.E. District. 
The remarkable feature of our run on Saturday was the 
absence of our energetic Dbtrict Captain, who was un- 
avoidably detained in town. This, combined with the 
absence of many members from home, the long distance 
from Croydon to Chigwell, and the mized nature of the 
roads between those two places, reduced us to what we 
may hope will be our minimum attendance, viz., three 
members ! One of these decided to stay on the Essez side 
for the night, and the Substitute piloted the remaining 
solitary Croydon man as far as Lewisham Church, via his 
celebrated Blackheath labyrinth. Present : S. Herbert, 
E. Smither, and S. P. Smith. 



THE CORTIS FAREWELL DINNER. 

(By our epecial Reporter.) 

The middle of August is not the most agreeable time for 
a public dinner ; but Australian liners do not postpone 
their departure to suit private convenience, so the Wanderers 
had to arrange the farewell dinner to their great fellow- 
clubman for Thursday, the 17th August, 1882, at the 
Holbom Restaurant 

• ••••• 

At first it had been intended to have a purely Club 
dinner, but as Cortis belonged to all bicycling rather than 
his Club, the circle of guests soon spread, and embraced 
everyone of > note in town. 

• ••••• 

The L.B.C. was represented by our President (whose 

arrival, a little late, was greeted with a round of cheering), 

the Captain, M. D. Rucker, W. T. and Oliver Thorn, 

Weeks, and your Reporter. ''Among those present we 

observed," Cornell (in the chair), Tanner, Hillier, Milner, 

Dundas, Perceval, Maddox, Hampton Roberts, English, 

Leslie, Vesey, Beeson, and, of course, Charlie Sopper, very 

much there. 

«•«••• 

It is not necessary to dwell on the grossly material part 
of the repast ; it was much as usual. Tour reporter is, 
however, convinced from subsequent symptoms that there 
was something either in the salmon or the ice pudding of a 
very deadly and heady nature — ^at least, it could not have 

been the Zoedone. 

• ••••• 

When the carnal banquet was over the " feast of reason 
and flow of soul'' commenced. After the Chairman had 
proposed The Queen " our Captain rose to propose The 
Path," for which, at he said, he had sufficient inspiration I 
with Cortis on his left hand, Hillier and Keith-Falconer on 
his right. In epite of a beginning which appeared to take 
*with his audience, I do not think it was one of his happiest 
utterances, as the end of his speech dragged a little. Pos- 
sibly it was his emotions, possibly the aforesaid salmon and 
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ice pudding, possibly a running fire of interruptions just 
behind him from Sopper, that damped his eloquence. How- 
ever, some of his points appeared to take effect, as when he 
referred to Cortis as one who had not only run fast but 
always run straight — a remark received with great cheering, 
and when he laid down the golden rule of training as 
" always get off when you're tired." 

• «•••« 

Our President replied, and though good all through was, 
in view of the long list of speeches to follow, just a little 
too long. He commented on the bad state of health of 
several of our paths, and drank to the health of the comers 
at LiUie Bridge. He also created great amusement by his 
description of the racing men of his early days. 

• •*••• 

Tanner proposed "The Road " in a very sensible speech, 
and Hampton Roberts replied in the best speech of the 
evening, after Gortis's. It was delivered in his peculiarly 
dry style, and with a great deal of characteristic humour. 
His remarks on the good effect of bicycling and rustic 
humour combined in promoting sympathy between all 
classes were very ingenious and received with great applause. 
He pointed out how the rustic desire to afford information, 
conveyed in the remark " Your wheel's going round," his 
desire to acquire it expressed in the question " Is it cold 
up there ? " and the wish to help put forward in the sug- 
gestion to " get inside," could not but draw us nearer to 
our rustic brethren. 

*••«•• 

The energetic Secretary of the Wanderers then rose to 
propose the toast of the evening. He was rather too much 
impressed with the importance of the occasion to do it 
justice, I think, as his speech was rather too formal, and a 
little lacked spontaneity. He also suffered considerably, in 
common with all other speakers, from Sapper obbligato, 
several of whose comments brought down the house. 
Maddox dwelt on Gortis's racing history, and his connection 
with the Glub, and wound up with an eloquent passage in 
praise of his personal character, which rather suffered in 
effect from an outburst from the Irrepressible. The speaker 
was inquiring into the causes of his popularity. " Was it 
that he was clever in his profession ? " he asked ; and 
Sopper promptly and decidedly answered, " No, certainly 
not," which brought down the house in a roar of laughter, 
Gortis among the loudest. 

• ••••• 

The enthusiasm^ had been rising all during the evening, 
everybody there and every allusion to everybody not there 
coming in for great applause, but it rose to a scene of wild 
excitement when Gortis's health was drunk, amid round 
after round of cheers and " He's a jolly good fellow " to an 
extent suggesting a repeating decimal. Your reporter does 
not know how many glasses were broken; he saw one 
guest, after two spoons had been taken away from him, 



hammering the table with a magnum champagne bottle, 
and he himself was just a little hoarse at the end. 

• * • • • • . 

Gortis spoke very earnestly and simply, and impressed 
everyone who heard him with the feeling that he meant 
every word he said, and a good deal that he couldn't put 
into words. His speech was almost entirely one of thanks 
to his club and his friends for their presence that evening, 
and his good wishes to himself and his wife, and included 
a very generous tribute to the early performances of Keith- 
Falconer, which had led him and others to think of twenty 
miles in the hour as possible. He was much cheered 
throughout, and sat down amid a perfect ovation. 

• ««**• 

M. D. Rucker proposed the Ghairman in a speech of 
commendable brevity, and Mr. Gornell, who also came in 
for a warm reception, replied. Men now began to drop off, 
as it was getting late, and hearty grasps of the hand served 
in many cases for the last farewells to one who has as many 
friends as any bicyclist in England. 

• •••«• 

Your reporter got home safely, but had some unac- 
countable difficulties in getting in, owing to the crookedness 
of his latch-key, and the evasiveness of the keyhole. 

• ••••• 

He had a bad headache the next morning ; thinks it was 
the ice-pudding. 

• *•••• 

He must say it was one of the most enjoyable evenings 
he has ever spent, and the only fault to mar its enjoyment 
was that it meant " farewell to H. L. Gortis." 



A TRULY RURAL FESTIVAL. 

Riding into Malton one fine day this month, I found 
that usually sleepy town in a state of fierce excitement. 
On asking what it was about I was informed, " Don't you 
know ? it's the Gala ;" but the wisest inhabitant failed to 
enlighten me as to what sort of animal that was. 

Therefore I determined to see for myself, and found it 
was a combined flower show, dog show, bird show, country 
ball, firework display, etc. 

The flower, dog, and bird shows were closed when I 
arrived, but dancing had just begun, and there was em- 
phaticfdly all the fun of the fair. 

The ballroom was a long tent, in which the space reserved 
for the dancers was about three yards wide, and down the 
middle was a row of posts which worked sad havoc among 
the enterprising yokels who aspired to waltz. 

After I had been watching them a few minutes, the 
whole company suddenly poured from the tent with a wild 
yell of delight, which led me to conclude that the fireworks 
had begun, and so it was. 

In a Gockney assemblage a brilliant flight of rockets is 
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greeted with " 0-OH).h ! " but in Yorkshire it is " A-a-a-y ! " 
when anything specially takes the fancy of the crowd. 

There was a large set piece, " Success to Floriculture," 
and I was amused at hearing the rustics, one and all, spell 
it out, " Success to Flower-shows," and when one youth 
suggested that it didn't look as if flower-show was spelt 
quite right he was promptly sat upon with the sarcastic 
query as to whether he could spell better than Lord I-forget- 
his-name, who was giving the f4te, and if it didn't spell 
flower-show pray what did it spell ? This was unanswerable. 

But after the fireworks came the most truly Arcadian 
part of the whole proceeding— forty or fifty rustics of both 
sexes joined hands and danced slowly round in a ring, 
singing a ditty descriptive of various agricultural opera- 
tions, and after each verse came this chorus, — 

Do yon want a partner? do you want a partner f 
If you do, you must be tme, 
And choose one very shortly. 

Then a dozen or two of youths and maidens took hold of 
each other as if they were going to waltz, but instead of 
that they stood stock still in the middle of the ring while 
the others danced slowly round them, exhorting them 
thusly : — 

Now you're married you must obey. 
Ton must be true to aU you say, 
You must be kind, you must be good, 
And help your wife to chop the wood. 

Being thus admonished as to the whole duty of man and 
wife, the couples in the middle kissed each other so that 
the coy salute might have been heard in the next field — 
much, in fact, as a witness kisses the book when he means 
perjury ; then they separated, joined the ring, and we had 
another verse of the agricultural canticle, and then as 
before, but if they had the same partners or not I cannot 
say. 

Now, as our Promenade Concerts are hardly a success 
(from a pecuniary point of view, of course, I mean), and as 
entertainments in aid of Club funds contribute a minus 
quantity thereto, I trust the Committee will pardon me a 
humble suggestion — but, no, I dare not make a proposal 
savouring of levity to such an awful and august body as 
the LB.C. Committee. H. S. Jackson. 



ECHOES. 

I hear that, as at present arranged, our President will 
attempt to beat some indefinite number of records at the 
Crystal Palace on Saturday evening, August 26th, after the 
Club Bace Meeting of the Rye Bicycle Club. I hope that 
he may have as good a day as the Thursday when the 
Challenge Cup was run for at the Palace, and it then ought 
to be only a quefition of how much the records are 
beaten by. 

• *«•«• 

Travellers meet with strange things. One of tho Club 
lately returned from France reports meeting a rustic in a 



blouse on an ancient bicycle, having a bottle of wine slung 
on one side of him, a loaf of bread on the other, and a reap- 
ing hook tied to his handles. On reporting this at Chig- 
well another member knew of a billsticker who did all his 
business on a tricycle, carrying on it bills and pastepot, and 
a third suggested a twenty-foot ladder in addition. At this 

stage our reporter left. 

*••••• 

The North-east and South-east Districts had a tea-drink- 
ing match, three a side, at GhigweU. Three large teapots 
were used, but owing to a heavy score made by the S.E. 
Substitute, who was left " not out " in his seventeenth cup 

or so, the South-east won easily. 

«••••• 

I see in another part of the paper that the Union have 

suspended some Midlanders till further investigation. I 

hope this may have a good effect on some other black 

sheep. There is a good deal that wants looking into round 

Birmingham and Coventry. 

«•«••• 

The Union are also going to move Oeorge Ranger " to 
get Richmond Park open for bicyclists. When they get it 
— if they do — will bicyclists behave themselves ? They did 

not at Finsbury Park. 

• ••«•• 

I hear Jephson has been winning fresh laurels at Mon- 
mouth on a grass course, taking second prize. I hear 
rumours of L. B. Reynolds distinguishing himself at 
Worthing, but they are rather vague as to the exact 

distinction. 

«••••• 

Cortis takes out with him to Australia a wife, three 
bicycles, and a "Sociable" tricycle. The Australian Union 
will rejoice ; they have organised themselves, adopted the 
B.U. amateur definition, and given themselves power to 
hold amateur-professional contests. One of the Colonies 
makes some difficulty about the mechanic, artizan, and 

labourer " clause. 

• ««••• 

There is an Irish Union. It would not affiliate with the 
English B.U., but preferred Home Rule. It is not par- 
ticularly vigorous. 

Jephson was scratch man in the Three Miles Handicap 
at Monmouth Sports last week, and came in second. The 
winner had 280 yards start. Rambler. 



BRIGHTON BICYCLISTS AND THE LONDON 
COACH. 

The case against the driver and guard of this coach was 
heard at Cuckfield on Monday last. Mr. Gill, instructed 
by Mr. Buckwell, appeared at the instance of the Bicycle 
Union for the complainants, and Mr. Evett for the defen- 
dants. On the case being called on, — 

Mr. Gill said he had a statement to make without going 
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into the merits of the case. The summonses were taken 
out by the Bicycle Union for the purpose of establishing 
the principle that they were as much entitled to use the 
road as the London and Brighton Coach ; not with a vin- 
dictive feeling, or with the object of punishing the driver 
of the coach, but to put a stop to the feeling which existed 
because bicyclists used the road over which the coach ran. 
The case against the driyer was that he pulled across the 
road and thus drove the bicyclists off the road, and that 
by the Act which was passed before bicycles were intro- 
duced at all they were really carriages, and had as much 
right in the road as the coach. The assault was not alleged 
to be a serious one. As the coach passed the guard leaned 
down and endeavoured to knock the complainant's hat off 
with a stick, and that was of course an annoyance which could 
not be allowed to continue, and an assault which must not be 
repeated, and therefore the Bicycle Union had taken the mat- 
ter up. The driver was not present now, but he (Mr. Gill) 
had had an opportunity of talking the matter over with all 
the parties concerned, and the conclusion they had arrived 
at was that it was desirable, in the interests of all parties, 
that the defendants should plead guilty to both summonses. 
As he had said, neither of the offences were very serious, 
and the summonses were only taken out to stop the an- 
noyance, and as the defendants would plead guilty in the 
hope that it would stay all feeling, he would be satisfied with 
a nominal penalty, in each case the defendant paying the 
sum of £5, the cost of bringing the witnesses for the pro- 
secution to the Court. It would cost a lot of money if the 
case went on, and even worse feeling would be engendered, 
and as they only wanted to show that the conduct of the 
defendants could not be tolerated, he hoped that the Bench 
would fall in with the arrangement, and that there would 
be good feeling between the parties for the future. 

Mr. Evett said he also felt, after discussing the matter, 
that it would not only be to the interest of Mr. Oill's 
clients but to the interests of his own, that there should be 
perfect good feeling between the coachmen on the road and 
the other people, who, it had been very properly said, were 
equally entitled to the use of the road. He hoped the 
Magistrates would sanction the arrangement, for he believed 
it would be in the interests of all parties and in the interest 
of the public generally. 

The Chairman said the Magistrates were pleased they 
had come to a conclusion that would suit all parties, and 
they were quite willing to fall in with the arrangement. A 
penalty of Is. only would, therefore, be inflicted in each 
case. — Cyclist. 

" The contempt and inborn hostility with which every 
proprietor of a four-legged animal and a cart regards a 
bicyclist will be aggravated by the decision of the Cuckfield 
magistrates, that a bicycle has as much right to half the 
road as the Brighton coach or a Fickford's van. On the 
other hand, the bicyclist wiU be rampant, ''Nemo me 



impune lacesset" will be his motto, and we shall probably 
see a good many more such cases in the police-courts. 
This first mortal combat between the bicyclists and the 
aristocrat of the road reminds one of the lion and the gnat, 
and the lion has, as in the fable, got very much the worst 
of it. To upset the Brighton coach and every one in it, to 
get one's legs broken, to be practically fined £5, as the 
driver and guard were, and in future to give way to the 
victorious bicyclist, is enough to break the spirit of the 
most dashing driver that ever started from the White Horse 
Cellar."— Patf MaU Gazette. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OONmrUED FBOM CUB LAST.) 

Taking the road from B&le to Olten in detail, the 
following remarks may be found useful. Be careful to 
turn off from the Zurich, ie., the Rheinfelden road (see f 1), 
at the proper place some five miles out (si^n-post to Liestal), 
and then again to the left before reaching the village of 
Prattehi. At Liestal you have to dismount for pavement ; 
three quarters of a mile beyond Sissach, road forks ; take 
the right-hand one leading up gentle hill to railway crossing. 
You cannot well go wrong elsewhere. The descent of the 
Hauenstein hill must of course be made with great caution ; 
the first long straight ending in a sharp curve round a^ain 
is the steepest bit, and when you first get on to it and Took 
down its whole length it is certainly somewhat appalling. 
At no portion of this reach did we allow our macnmes to 
travel faster than 5^ miles to the hour, and it required 
fidl brake power, as well as occasional back-pedalling, 
to do this. These Swiss hills are, as it were, grooved out 
in corkscrew fashion on the sides of precipices of an 
enormous scale, and the alternative to getting round your 
corner properly is a leap into space, easier to imagine than 
to describe ; moreover, the bicyclist ought not to think of 
himself only, but of the possible contingencies to others, 
were he to meet anything on such a hill (especiall}^ round 
the comer), and be unable to pull up and dismount in time 
to prevent a scare. The second straight on the Hauenstein 
hill is less severe than the first, and though the brake is 
still necessary a greater speed is permissible, so long as a 
good stretch of road is in view ; the third of the three 
miles may be ridden as fast as you like, with occasional 
application of brake on rounding one or two comers, and 
in the village of TVimbach, about a mile or so out of Olten. 
In his descent of this Hauenstein hill the bicyclist ought, 
on a clear day, to get his first and most magnificent view 
of the great snow peaks of the distant Oberland range, and 
perhaps he would enjoy this better if, instead of anxious 
and careful back-pedalling, etc., he were to dismount for 
the steepest bit, and, hooking his hand over the point of his 
saddle, let his machine pull him nicely down the hill, whilst 
he enjoys the splendid and novel panorama before him. 
We, unluckily, had no such opportunity, for the mist which 
had been liauginfi; about all the morning turned to heavy 
rain before we had reached the top of the hill, and our 
main object was to get down the hill as quickly as we 
safely could, and seek shelter in Olten. Olten is paved, but 
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of course a dismount would be made there for lunch or dinner. 
We were well served at the " HrJf Moon" (two or three doors 
on your left, after turning to your left into the paved 
street). Olten is on the Aar, and there are probably oaths 
in the river, but I forgot to inquire. We stayed three 
hours or more at Olten, hoping the rain would hold up, but 
it only got worse, and we had very heavy roads for the 
remaining twelve miles to Langenthal. At Aarbur^ the 
road bends away from the river to the left into the village ; 
as it does this keep a sharp look out for your road (e. e. the 
Bern road), which leads immediately out on the right up 
a little sharp pitch.^ At Morgenthal dismount at the paved 
bridge, for there is a hill to follow, which had best be 
walked for a change. About a mile further you will come 
upon a steepish hill down : keep break on, for it ends in a 
comer with a level railway crossing (as usual). 

I ought to mention about luggage. Before starting from 
Bftle I had our seven portmanteaux etc. taken to the rail- 
way station, where t booked them to go by the next 
passenger train to Thun. All this luggage was conveyed by 
passenger express train from BAle to Thun (about 87 miles 
by railway) for about nine francs. I received a numbered 
ticket for it, which I posted to the landlord of the 
Thunerhof, and when we arrived at the hotel it was all 
there ready for us. At the same time I booked a bag 
containing our change for the evening to Langenthal for 
sevenpence, receiving for it a ticket, which on our arrival 
at Langenthal I gave to the boots at the inn, who took it 
to the station and brought back the bag. On no occasion 
in Switzerland have I ever found it necessary to take any- 
thing in the way of luggage with me : the system of 
sending it by train, or by mail-diligence where there is no 
railway, is so simple, so cheap, and so absolutely to be 
depended upon, that to ride with a knapsack on one's 
shoulders or a "multum" on one's backbone is quite 
unnecessary. 

At Langenthal dismount at a turn to the left where 
the pavement begins, follow up the paved street and take 
the first turn to the right (still paved) ; at the head of this 
street you will see the " Lion " mn facing you. Here the 
pavement ends, and you can mount next morning for your 
second day's journey at the hotel door. We arrived 
drenched through to the skin, our machines and our backs 
covered with mud, and somewhat tired after our very heavy 
work. Whilst Boots went for our bag we promptly removed 
saddles and treadles, and being supplied by our good land- 
lady with a long pole with a pail at the end of it, we dipped 
this into the flowing fountain close by, and had '1 the mud 
off our machines in a twinkling ; she further supplied us 
with dishcloths to dry them, and thus cleaned and dried we 
wheeled them into an empty room for the night. Jupiter 
Pluvius is no doubt an important deity in his way, but, 
when three strange-looking vehicles and their riders are on 
view, the youth, and I may add the maturity of Langenthal 
don't think much of him. We were next provided upstairs 
with three round wooden tubs of hot water, in which we 
had each a warm bath by hits as it were, those who were 
foolish and inexperienced enough to attempt to sit down in 
them coming off worse, for the tubs were too full to allow of 
such an extensive displacement of water without danger to 
the inhabitants below ; whilst the " Centaur," in bis sudden 
efforts to rectify the error of his proceedings, only sank 
deeper into the tub, where he remained firmly wedged down 
till nelp could reach him. The best method of getting a 
complete wash out of a bath of incomplete dimensions is as 



follows : — First ki^eel down at the side of it and ^nge face, 
neck, and arms ; next straddle on all fours over it and 
sponge chest and back, the latter being most effectually done 
if done for you ; after that stand up in it, and the rest of the 
operation may be completed. A careful and practised hand 
can manage to do this without any overflow or splashings. 

Langenthal is just one of those places which anyone who 
wishes to get a proper notion of what Switzerland is from a 
social or economical point of view ought to visit : but I 
doubt whether a single Englishman, or indeed any other 
foreigner, has ever stayed mere. To the foreiffn visitor it 
is simply a i^ilway station between Olten and Bern, and 
nothing more. The only places which the ordinary tourist 
frequents are the more important Swiss towns, such as 
Geneva, Lausanne, BAle, Lucerne, Bern, etc., or else moun- 
tain resorts, consisting almost entirely of the hotel, or 
.hotels, and their " dependances ; " and on all points con- 
nected with ordinary Swiss life and habits these ]^aces are 
about as instructive to him as Scarborough or Brighton. 
This is one of the great advantages that uie bicycl^t has 
here over other tourists, namely, that he really sees the 
interior life of Switzerland, and visits spots which, 
though eminently beautiful, are not so prs-emmently so as 
to have become guide-book celebrities with a double star, 
but are still the home of pure Swiss life, untainted 
bv foreign influences, the current of which is confined to 
the well-known tourist channels. Langenthal is a choice 
specimen of an ordinary Swiss market village (it is hardly a 
town), in which everyone thrives and poverty is unknown ; 
the meanest house in the place would be a mansion in an 
English village, and though weaUh in the English sense of 
the word is unknown anywhere in Switzerland (except 
perhaps in BAle), nothing can be more evident than the 
tokens of general prosperity in these larger Swiss villages, 
with their well-built, roomy, picturesaue houses, decorated 
with beautiful carving, festooned witn creepers, and each 
window and balcony gay with flowers. Of course, Switzer- 
land has some dark spots, where the ^ndeur of nature, 
which is the source of such keen and enjoyable sensations to 
the tourist, means for the inhabitant a severe, unending, 
and mainly unsuccessful struggle to convert stones into 
bread. Such a struggle is, however, happily confined to 
but a small portion, and taking Switzerland as a whole I 
doubt if any country in the world can rival it in the 
average nrosperity, as well as independence of its inhabi- 
tants. The ordinary tourist may indeed see evidences of 
prosperity, but it ie a prosperity for the most part of an 
exotic kind, acquired by sucking the stranger in return for 
more or less serviceable oflices ; but it is reserved for the 
bicyclist, as he visits these thriving, beautiftil, yet unfre- 
quented valleys, to see what Swiss soil and Swiss toil can 
contribute towards t|e sum totals of liuman happiness. 

f " Qeeard ft Cobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun,Vuly, 1882. ' 

f To be continued.) 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 
H. H. S. — Received with thanks. 



NOTIC E TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions n.^ :t be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.O. Gaaette, 
85, Eastcfaeap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for inseition. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be leceived not 
later than Tuesday at 6.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Barlino &, Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, ^5, Eastcheap, London, E.G.— August 24, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reoeption of oopy for ''Ghazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

It is a curious but undoubted fact that September Meets 
bear a very marked contrast to August ones, and yet it is a 
fact which we feel it a duty as weU as a pleasure to call 
attention to, because it is possible that some of our younger 
members may not be aware of the circumstance, and some 
of our older^ones may have left off discouraged tufter a very 
select August. The reasons are obvious ; members who are 
now scattered all over the place, and who may be found by 
the half-dozen on the river, on the Continent, and in the 
various other places where it pleaseth the holiday-making 
Briton to disport himself, are by September mostly if not 
entirely returned ; and the energetic man who has seriously 
supported Club runs all the time will find a pleasant fresh- 
ness about his autumn companions — will hear travellers' 
tales innuifierable — learn much matter which ought to be 
but never is incorporated in our columns — and settle his 
own plans for next year six or seven times over. Besides, 
the D.Cs are making a fearful effort to score that one more 
to their season's average which is of such vital importance 
to their innocent ambition ; and besides all this, machines 
are just about to go by for their long winter's hibernation in 
oil and cottonwool if they have careful riders, or rust and 
cobwebs if they have careless ones — ^and there is a sense of 
"just one more ride." 
From all which we draw the moral — as all editorials 



should have morals, and one which we draw all the more 
readily as we return to resume the thread of our editorial 
duties, which have been so pleasantly interrupted by the 
kindness of our valued Substitute — that it is the plain 
duty, as well as the obvious interest of all members, be 
they regular or irregular attenders, to be at a// September 
runs — the regular ones to see their long-lost friends, the 
irregular ones to save their reputation as " active " members, 
and everyone to show a little consideration for their D.C.'s 
feelings ; and we trust that the temptations of that first 
game of football or whatever it may be, will be steadfastly 
resisted in favour of a good muster at the last Meet of the 
season. 



GENERAL MEET. 



The arrangements made by the District Captains for the 
Gfeneral Meet, at Halliford on the 2nd September are as 
follows : — 

The N.E. will leave Lea Bridge Road, at 3.0 sharp (there 
will be no meet at Syborn's Corner). They will proceed to 
" Jack Straw's," where they should join the N.W., who meet 
at that point at 40 ; the two Districts proceed together to 
Eew. 

The W. meet at the " Coach and Horses," Kew, at 6.0, 
and proceed with the N.E. and N.W. to Kingston Station. 

The S.W. meet at Kingston Station at 5.30, and ride with 
the N.R, N.W., and W. to Halliford. 

The S.E. Blackheath Division meet at Lewisham Church 
at 3.15 sharp, and joins the Croydon Division, who leave 
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Central Croydon Station at 4.0 Bharp, and proceed direct to 
HalUford. 

No District is expected to wait more than ten minutes for 
another District, and in the case of the S.E. no law will be 
allowed by the Croydon Division. 

As this is the last General Meet of the season, and the 
bad weather caused Mr. Stone to make many preparations 
in vain last time, we hope that members will show up in 
large numbers. T. E. Scrutton, Captain. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTEICT. 

August 26. Three members left Sybom's Corner and 
met a fourth at Whip's Cross, but he, however, did not fall 
in. An ominous black cloud above suggested a halt at the 
" Eagle," Snaresbrook, but this wise resolution was, unfor- 
tunately, not carried out, and the result was a heavy 
downpour of rain just at a point in the Chigwell road where 
no shelter could be obtained, consequently the trio got a 
considerable wetting, one member being obliged to dismount 
to empty the water out of his shoes. On reaching the 
" Maypole " at ChigweU Row the aspect was so threatening, 
more rain seeming imminent, that it was unanimously 
agreed to give up Havering, and shorten the run, the 
"Beehive," Lambourne End, being duly proposed and 
carried. The remaining mile, past the remains of Hainault 
Forest, was nearly ridden when the rain again came down. 
The "Beehive" is prettily situated, and in itself a nice 
place, but the company is very numerous, and rather 
varied, and cocoanut shying, with the invitation to " roll, 
bowl, or pitch, and chuck 'em 'ow you like," is not ruraL 
After tea a short stroll was taken, and the surrounding 
scenery, with Havering on the one side and the Alexandra 
Palace on the other, was much admired. And then home 
by daylight till Walthamstow was reached, where the roads 
were found to be quite dry ; the rain, however, was only 
waiting for us, as it came down smartly at the top of 
Copper Mill Lane, where one of the following three broke 
off. Present : Oibbs, Lloyd, and Long. 



N.W. District. 
We had quite a revival in the District for Shenley, the 
muster, with the help of two visitors, reaching the grand 
total of eight. Only four members left Tally-ho I C. A. E. 
Pollock turning up, as he said, for his annual run, to prevent 
getting into the black list of those members who do not 
attend a single run during the season. I wish the con- 
sciences of a few more men could be smitten in the same 
way, and that the long list above mentioned could be 
reduced from double to single figures, but that ideal of 
course could only be realised in a poor D.C's imagination. 
We wended our way along the North road, turning off down 
the Coal Shoot to Barnet Gate, and then via Rowley Green 



to Shenley, the roads being fair going. During tea Alison 
and then the Hon. Sec. turned up, accompanied by Mr. 
Price, Senr., who had come across with him from near 
Rickmansworth on a Tri. Another visitor — E. Tegetmeier 
— ^joined us soon after, and, as the N.G. remarked, it 
seemed quite like old times to have him and Pollock 
present. Heavy rain came on about seven o'clock and 
continued for an hour, effectually water-carting the 
roads. Finchley was reached in good time, when the party 
broke up, being lucky enough to escape a ducking. Distance 
twentV'Seven milea Present : Alison, Jackson^ C. A. £. 
PoUock, Price, Tulloch ; visitors— Mr. Price and Mr. 
E. Tegetmeier — ^and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 

Altbeation of Run fob Sept. 9. 
N.B. — As there seems some doubt about our being able 
to procure tea at Hunton Bridge on September 9, 1 have 
determined to change the run, which will be to Little 
Berkhampstead, when, as it will be the last run at which I 
shall be present this season, and the last time probably that 
I sball act as District Captain, I shall take it as a personal 
favour if everyone who possibly can will make an effort to 
be present. W. J. W. 

S.E. District. i 
August 26. It was supposed by some of the hard-working ' 
members of this District that there would be a fair atten- 
dance at to-day's run, not merely because pretty httle I 
Bletchingley was our destination, but, having had such 
very poor musters of late, it was thought probable that a 
lot of men who had put off coming from time to time 
would begin to feel a little sorry for their sins of omission 
in Club matters, and would take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity of supporting the District Captain. But the fates 
did not so decree ; we only numbered five members and 
two "members' brothers." The worthy Substitute, the 
only Blackheath representative, having arrived at Central 
Croydon Station, a start was not made until plenty of time 
had been fruitlessly allowed for late arrivals. A& soon as 
we got fairly into the Brighton road the rain came down 
rather smartly, necessitating a halt under the railway arch 
at Caterham Junction, but, persevering afterwards through 
the moisture, we reached the " White Hart " safely, and 
there found J. C. Oswald and his brother. Tea was soon 
ready, and a right good tea, too, consisting of rump steak, 
French beans, potatoes, any number of new-laid eggs, all 
sorts of preserves, fresh (not stale) bread, and fresh (not salt) ' 
butter ; also excellent tea. These particulars are given so 
that members may know that they have here another nice > 
quiet and most respectable inn where they can get a real 
substantial meal as above described for 2s. 6d. a head, i 
including attendance and everything. Just as we were , 
about to start on the return journey, up rode C. F. I 
Schmettau (one of our hard-riding and regular members). 
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who had had a bnsy day in town, but did not let this 
interfere with his resolve to enjoy his Club run. H. N. 
Sharp kindly stayed with him until he had finished his tea, 
but the others started in very good time, and in brilliant 
moonlight, reaching their respective homes safely, and 
having much enjoyed the run. Present : J. G. Oswald, 
C. F. Schmettau, H. N. Sharp, S. P. Smith, two visitors 
(H. C. Oswald and W. C. Oswald), and 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 
Members are referred to the notice in the Oazettb giving 
the times of departure from Central Croydon Station and 
Lewisham Church on Saturday next, 2nd September, for 
the run to Halliford. I beg to express the earnest hope 
that the S.E. men will make a special effort to attend this, 
the last General Meet of the season. It is true that several 
have promised to come, but I want particularly to appeal 
to those whom I have not had the pleasure of seeing for 
some long time past. Do finish your week's lawn tennis on 
Fridays ! 

Impobtakt. S.K DisiBior. 
On 9th September we shall hold our Annual S.E. Bead 
Trial from the Brighton Road at Caterham Junction 
Station to Crawley — the " George." I shall be obliged if 
those members who wish to enter will write to me at once, 
as there is not much time to spare before settling the 
handicap. The start from the Central Croydon Station 
will beat 4.15, and from Caterham Junction at 4.45. 1 
trust there will be a large number of entries, and beg to 
remind members of other Districts that they will be very 
welcome, the trial being open to all L.B.C. men. The 
Blackheath division will start from -Lewisham Church at 
3.30 and meet the Croydon division at the Fire Station, as 
usual The entrance fee is 2s. 6d., which I shall be glad 
to receive with the entry. 

H. G. A. B&OWN, District Captain. 



The Pionio at Sheppbeton. 

" Cloudy and showery at times, then finer." Such was 
the answer to an anxious glance at the forecast for Saturday 
last. Certainly not a particularly pleasing prospect, but 
still more cheering than the hiconic " Slormy, very wet ! " 
which is apt to greet one when an open-air holiday is on 
the tapis. In our blissful English climate you should 
never allow the weather to interfere with your arrange- 
ments, but set your mind upon carrying out your programme, 
wet or dry ; and fortune, who respects those whom she 
cannot cast down, is eventually bound to smile upon your 
endeavours. Such were the sentiments that actuated the 
breasts of our fair visitors, all of whom — ^and to their credit 
be it recorded — ^redeemed their promises, and braved the 
unpropitious weather, whilst many members equally pledged 
dreaded a wet jacket and remained at home. 

The general plan of operations was somewhat complicated. 



One boat started from Staines, and another from Kingston ; 
whilst the riding division, proceeding from Kingston to 
Shepperton Station, formed a junction with the railway 
detachment, all columns joining forces at the Lock Island. 
Although the copious rainfall caused the 'cycling party to 
be much delayed and shorn of its numbers, this manoeuvre 
was successfully carried out, and we were soon ready to 
commence the serious part of the business. 

The weather was not to let us alone without one last effort 
to knock us out of time ; for, just as everything was ready 
for the repast, a final shower drove us all indoors to the 
best kitchen of the Lock House, which had been previously 
engaged for our buffet. Here we decided to remain, and 
although our party of eighteen (nine ladies and nine 
gentlemen) was certainly not in the mind of the architect 
when he planned the domicile, our party was too merry to 
mind the lack of elbow room. 

Not liking to raise the envy of the absent, we will pass 
over the menu in solemn silence. 

All good things come to an [end, and the parting came 
only too soon. The boats having long journeys to make 
were despatched first. Then came some delightful moon- 
light stroUings to the station (generally supposed to be 
some miles in the interior, but on this occasion only too 
come-at-able), and then the last good-bye. 

The survivors soon commenced the plunge homewards, 
contented with the success of a final effort (for this season) 
to enjoy a few short hours with friends otherwise debarred 
from sharing in the pleasures of our weekly gatherings. 

Present : Miss Ada Cole and Miss Evelyn Cole, Mrs. 
Buckler, junior. Miss Annie Kisch and Miss Jessie Kisch, 
Miss Clara Jones and Miss Edith Jones, Miss Sherriff and 
Miss Kate Sherriff, and Messrs. Alexr. Buckler, — (Tomtlin, 
A. Henry, Edwd. Jones, S. A. Kisch, E. J. Sherriff, H. H. 
Sherriff, H. A. Venables, and 

Arthue E. Bucklee, Captain S.W. District 

Next Saturday we meet at 5.30, and run with all Districts 
to Halliford. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Bole 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to oonununicate with the Captain. 

Sept. 2.— St. Paul's Athletic Club at Stamford Bridga 
2.— Lincoln B.C. Races. 
2, 4.— West of England Sports at Exeter. 
9, — Qresham Athletic Club at Stamford Bridge. 
9. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at Oval 
9. — Nottingham B.C. Sports. 
16. — Brighton B.C. Annual Meeting. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
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BICYCLE TOURING CLUB. 

We are requested to bring under the notice of our readers 
the objects of, and the advantages of belonging to the 
Bicycle Touring Club. This we have consented to do in a 
condensed form, although we are strongly of opinion that 
it would be far better if bicycling affairs were managed by 
one association, instead of by two as at present. An 
amalgamation of the B.T.C. and B.U. should meet with the 
unanimous approval of those who have the welfare of our 
sport at heart. It would be easy to avoid any jealousy 
between the two bodies now in existence by the assumption 
of a fresh title for the combined body, and by directing the 
full strength of both institutions to one common object : — 

The Bicycle Touring Clnb was founded at the North of England 
Meet held at Harrogate on the 6tfa Angnst, 1878. It is supported by 
gentlemen who have, in many instances, been associated with 'cycling 
from its first introduction. 

Over 800 of the leading hotels in all parts of the United Kingdom 
have already accepted its uniform tariff, and nearly 700 of the most 
influential riders in the various districts have been appointed as Consuls. 

The Council, composed of the President, Vice-President, Honorary 
Treasurer, Chief Consuls, and Representative Councillors meets monthly 
to transact all necessary business. Beports of its proceedings are im- 
mediately published and forwarded free to all members, in a MmUhly 
OauiU, The Club is in good working order ; a salaried Secretary with 
a staff of Clerks is continuously engaged. 

Clubmen readily join, not only to secure company on a tour, but to 
avail themselves of the arrangements the Conndl are making with 
hotel proprietors throughout the country, whereby any member can 
calculate with tolerable certainty the cost of any proposed run | and 
can feel assured that at the different towns on his journey' he will not 
only meet with civility and comfort, but he will be charged at the 
hotels selected by the Bicycle Touring Club so moderate a tariff, that 
he must inevitably save his subscription many times over on a run of 
only moderate length. 

Any amateur bl(syclist or tricydlist-— lady or gentleman — is eligible 
for election to the Bicyde Touring Club. The Subscription is Two 
Shillings and Sixpence per annum only. The present numerical strength 
is about 7000. 

OBJECTS. 
The objects of the Club are as follows : 
(a) The provisions of companions suitable to as many tastes as the 

Club has varieties of members, or differences in social standing. 
(6) The protection, when necessary, of members, against unprovoked 

assaults on British high roads while riding their bicycles, 
(c) Intercommunication and association among the members of the 

Club separated from each other by long tracts of countiy. 
{d) The appointing of hotel headquarters throughout the country, 

at which reduced or moderate charges, combined with comfort and 

civility to members, may be found. 
(<) The appointment of Consuls, or representives, in various towns, 

to point out the " lions " of the place to members calling on them ; 

and to inform members, through an officer known as a Chief Consul, 

before startmg on any proposed teur, as to the state of roads and 

other matters in their local districts. 
(/) To consider the subject of maps for the use of 'cydists ; to bring 

before the 'cycling public any charts of roads which the Council 

may deem of most value, and to issue any map they consider good, 

at reduced rates. 
{g) To conduct 'qyde tours throughout the country. 
{h) To issue a list of proposed tours monthly, from whidi a member 

may choose a run and oompanion. 



MISCELLANEOUB. 

The CoKiictZ.— The Conndl is composed of the President, Tloe-Presi- 
dent^ Honorary Treasurer, Chief Consuls, and Bepresentative Councillors. 
(The latter officers areannually elected by themembersof each district from 
among their own number.) Meetings are hdd monthly in various large 
dties in the kingdom, to transact all necessary business, and members 
may send complaints or suggestions through the C.C. or the Secretary. 

Monthly OaHite,^A Mcnihly QoieUe in connection with the Clnb is 
inued, and sent free of charge to all members. It contains fuU details 
of the progress of the Club^of the business transacted at the Council 
Meetings, and a list of all candidates proposed as members, as weU as 
condensed accounts of tours, and much other interesting matter. 

ffandboak. — A small, neat^ and compact Handbook is pubUshed oc- 
oadonally, and sold at a nominal price. It contains the rules and every 
other information of service to members ; induding a list of all the hotel 
headquarters. Chief Consuls, Consuls, etc, etc., 

CandidiUei, — The dection of candidates tskes place monthly. A 
properly filled-up application form must be sent to the Secretary, or to 
any Chief Consul or officer — ^together with the amount of subscription, 
two shillings and sixpence. The name is then inserted in the succeeding 
OaziUe, among the other candidates, and if no objection be raised by 
any member of the B.T.C. within seven days, the candidate is admitted 
to membership. A member's ticket and copies of the rules are sent 
forthwith, as well as particulars of badge and unifonn, ndther of which 
latter can be obtained until a candidate has been duly elected. Should 
a candidate be refused admission, his subscription Is immediatdy 
returned. 

Touriny. — If a member wishes to tour, and desires company, he can 
have a brief netioe of his intention inserted in the list of tours in the 
Monthly Oazette, free of charge, and by these means obtain one or more 
companions. 

IHttricti. — ^The B.T.C. consulate arrangements are composed of 
(at present) twenty-four districts, of which fourteen are in England, 
four in Scotland, two in Wales, one in Ireland, and three in foreign 
countries. To each of these districts a Chief Consul has been appointed, 
whose duties are to superintend Consuls and Consuls pro. ten. in his 
respective district ; and to reply to letters from members addng for 
information as to roads, distances, hotels, etc. ; procuring, when neces- 
sary, the requisite infonnation from the Consuls. Consuls, again, look 
after hotels, and supply their Chiefs with information. Members may 
call upon them when touring, to adc about roads, hotels^ or consult 
maps, etc 

Pott of CcntuL — The qualifications necessary for the post of Consul 
are:— 

1— The i^pUcant must dther be a member, or m candidate for 

dection to the Club. 

2 — He must possess an intimate knowledge of the surfaces, gradients, 

and direction of the roads in his immediate neighbouriiood. 
8 — He must be prepared to answer any letters which the Chief 

Consul or the Secretary may write him. (Letters from ordinaiy 

members he is not requested to answer.) 
4_He must promise to give any information and assistance to 

memben who may call on him. 
N.B. — ^Until a Consul has been personally seen by an Officer of the 

Club he cannot recdve full appointment^ but he may act as 

Consul pro. tiM, 

Forms of application for membership may be obtained of any of the 
Chief Consuls or other Officers, or of S. A. Auty, Seorataiy, Milleigate, 
Bradford, Yorkshire 

Chahoe of Abdhess.— M. D. Kucker Jun., has removed 
from the Southern side to Grohamhurst, Bethune Boad, 
Stamford HilL 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Dftte. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


September 2. — AH Bistiicts nm to Hallifobd. For times and places of starting see page 197. 


Sept. 9. 


1 Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
' Sybom's Comer 
^ 8.45, for Bbbkt- 

WOOB. 


"Jack Straw's 
CasiOe" 8.45, for 
LmLB Bbbk- 

HAlfFSTBAD. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Circular 
Bun. MeetS.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for Circolar 
Run. Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Cbawlbt. Meet 
Blackheath Dty. 


Lewisham Church, 
8.80, for Cbawlit. 
Meet Croydon Div. 


Sept. 16. 


Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom's Comer 
1 3.45, for "EsviKLD. 
' Meet N.W. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 3.45, fur 
Enfield. Meet 
N.E. 


4.0, Hammersmith 
Bridge for EwBLL. 
Meet S.E. and 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for EWSLL. 
Meet W. and S.E. 


Central Croydon 
SUtion 4.15, for 
EwBLL. MeetW., 
S.W., and Black- 
heath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for EWELL. 
Meet W., S.W., 
and Croydon Div. 



A TOUR IN THE EASTERN COUNTIES. 
By H. H. S. 

For those who have never travelled in Essex, Norfolk, 
or Suflfolk, the description of the above run may be useful, 
and of interest. My starting-point being MortliJce, situated 
in the west of London, I had to pass right through the city ; 
capital travelling, however, is now obtained this side of the 
metropolis ; a flint and gravel road extends to Hammer- 
smith, then wood pavement or asphalte into the city, the 
ten miles being easily ridden under the hour, despite trafiSc 
being very thick in places. Having to attend business, this 
was ridden between nine and ten in the morning, and it 
was two o'clock before I was able to turn my wheel east- 
ward. Meeting my brother near the Royal Exchange, we 
had four miles of wretched going to start with, the road 
being badly paved, and tram lines extending all the way. 
A dead level road through Ilford (7 miles from London), 
ran to Romford (12), more undulating to Brentwood (18), 
and Ingatestone (23) ; up to here there had been inches of 
dust on the road, but it now improved greatly, and 14 or 15 
miles an hour pace was kept up through Chelmsford (29), 
Witham (37), Kelvedon (41), Stanway (47), to Colchester 
(51), where we were just about ready for tea. This is a 
rather lively town, and containing several things worth 
seeing ; an hour or two can be well spent ; we, however, 
were on a fast run, so left it after about twenty minutes' 
stay. A somewhat hilly road, but .mostly of good surface, 
extended on to Ipswich (70), the nineteen miles being 
ridden under two hours, though pitch dark. Ipswich is 
another gay-looking place, and well worth looking over. 
We stayed the night here at the B.T.C. house, and, as 
usual, were well attended to. We were off by five o'clock 
next morning; my brother, having to be in London in 
the evening, ran to Bury St. Edmunds (reports it a very 
pretty place), Newmarket, Cambridge, Ware, and to 
London (about 118 miles), whilst I continued my journey 
to Yarmouth. It having been dry weather for some time, 
the roads were very loose and dusty, but 10 to 12 miles an 
hour pace was easily kept up through W^odbridge (77), 



Wickham Market (82), Aldboro' (89), Saxmundham (90), 
to Blythburgh (99) ; a picturesque old church here ; then, 
close by, Southwold (105), to Lowestoft (114), the 44 miles 
being ridden under four hours, and without a dismount. 
Breakfasting at the " Harbour " Hotel, a fine view of the 
sea was obtained. Lowestoft is a much more preferable 
place to stay at than Yarmouth (124), ten miles beyond, 
which I reached by twelve o'clock ; an hour's stay for a 
blow by the " briny," and a look round the town (which I 
cannot say I think much of), was made. On again, a level 
road ran on to Caistor (127), then, turning inland, I had a 
terrific wind to battle against, and several miles between 
Filby and Ade (136) had to be walked, the country being 
very open, and similar to Romney Marsh. Norwich (148) 
was reached by two o'clock ; here a stay of about three 
hours was made to have dinner and look over the town, 
which I was rather struck with. The Cathedral is a splen- 
did building, and the Castle, standing on a hill, a very 
conspicuous object ; there are also many old churches, 
some of very ornamental exterior. Leaving about five 
o'clock the wind was blowing half a gale, and at times I 
was brought almost to a standstill ; however, Wjrmondham 
(158) was reached soon after six o'clock. An ancient 
market cross, curiously ornamented, stands in the centre of 
the town. The parish church is interesting ; from its 
steeple William Eet was hanged in 1549. A level road 
of perfect surface extended through Attleborough (163) 
to within a few miles of Thetford (180), the last few miles 
being hilly, and of open country, with a strong wind against 
me, and the finish also of about 110 miles, were very trying 
work. At the "Bell" (B.T.C.) I was well accommo- 
dated. Thetford is a miserable little town, and had I 
known it was so small and uninteresting I should not have 
stayed there. The next morning I was off again by six 
o'clock, the wind as strong as ever, and I was positively 
blown off the machine hiJf a dozen times between Thet- 
ford and Newmarket (199), the 19 miles taking me over 
three hours to accomplish ; a short time was spent certainly 
in watching the horses training oh the downs. The country 
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about here is very opeD, bleak, and uninteresting. At the 
" White Hart " (B.T.C.) breakfast was had, and here also I 
had the pleasure of meeting a fellow B.T.C. man, who was the 
only tourist I met on my run. We of course entered into 
conversation, and an hour was pleasantly passed. Leaving 
Newmarket (the road runs close to the racecourse, for which 
this town is noted), the wind was against me for another ten 
miles, but then suddenly changed and got right at my 
back ; accordingly a fast pace was kept up through Little- 
bury (217) to Bishops Stortford (231). I had dinner at the 
" Qeorge " (B.T.C.) here, and with plenty of time in hand 
went slowly on to Sawbridgeworth (238) and Epping (247). 
The road being fair and undulating, pleasant riding was 
obtained through Epping Forest to Woodford (257), but 
very bad through Leyton into London again (266). The 
usual difficulty was experienced getting through the City ; 
being about six o'clock the streets were crowded and the 
traffic great ; however, by way of the Embankment, Picca- 
dilly, and Kensington, Mortlake was safely reached at 
eight o'clock. Distance this day about 95 miles, the total 
distance being over 280 miles for two and a half days' tour. 
This speaks well enough for the roads " up East," which, 
taken altogether, are as good as any 'cyclist could wish for. 
The scenery is not really much to speak of, but in places is 
certainly pretty and picturesque, gently-rising hills com- 
manding extensive prospects, rich woodland districts with 
many fine mansions and gentlemen's houses dotted here 
and there, making pleasant views. Norwich, Colchester, 
Ipswich, Lowestoft, and even Yarmouth, are worth visiting, 
especially the former ones ; taken altogether, this part of 
England is well worth touring in. Machine ridden, 50-in. 
" Norwood." 



ECHOES. 

A member of the L.B.C. was breakfasting with an American 

at the Grand " the other day. The latter seemed slightly 

annoyed when he found no less than three hairs in the 

butter. He did not, however, display his irritation by 

loud words, but, calmly ringing the beU, requested the 

waiter, when that functionary appeared, to bring him some 

bald butter. 

• « • « - • « 

Why don't our Bacing Members send me a postcard, 
care of the " Editor," when they win a prize in any event, 
bicycling or otherwise ? It is quite impossible for me to be 
altogether ubiquitous, and, therefore, some good per- 
formances remain unrecorded in the Club diary. 
«••«•• 

Can anyone tell me the date of the Barrett-Potter 
match? 

«••«•• 

The N.E. and S.E. District Captains did not attend the 
joint Club run to Chigwell on the 19th. No doubt this 
accounts for the frivolity which reigned supreme on that 



occasion. What must have been the worthy Substitute's 

feelings on the following day. 

• ••••• 

It is said that all things earthly are but vanity, and 

the gold medak but putty. 

• ••••• 

I hear that the Editor's Substitute has retired into the 
country. His guilty conscience would not allow him to 
meet his injured colleague on the latter's return to his 
Sanctum at 35, Eastcheap. It was a little rash on the 
former's part to publish that article on " The Editor " in 
the issue of the 17th inst., and I fear lest the inevitable 

" Nemesis " may follow him to his retreat. 

• ••••• 

Bicycle Picnics, like other L.B.C. entertainments, are 
much appreciated by the ladies, nine of whom, undaunted 
by the inclement weather, honoured the S.W. on Saturday 
last. 

• ••••* 

Our President did not attempt to beat Cortis's record on 
Saturday last, as he was suffering from a cold. He will 
probably make his attempt to-night (Thursday), weather 
permitting. 

• ••••• 

There were a number of well-known KB.C. men to be 
met at Eastbourne last week. One day, on the parade, I 
saw A. 0. Ward, Gus Wilkinson, J. Williams, Jun., The 

Infant Phenomenon, L. B. Reynolds, etc. 

• «••»• 

L. B. Reynolds won the Two Miles Open Handicap at 
the Annual Sports, held in Devonshire Park, Eastbourne, 

on the 23rd instant. 

• ••••• 

On the 2Srd inst., at Tiffield, Grove Park, Lee, S.E., the wife of 
Cyril J. Torner of a won, 

A hearty welcome, good fare, and moderate charges have 
always been the lot of those members of the S.E. who have 
refreshed the inner man at the Temperance Hotel, yclept 
the Bay Tree," at Merton. Riding eastwards last Satur- 
day through Merton, I naturally stopped to partake of the 
" cup that cheers,'' and was most grieved to learn that the 
genial host is seriously ill. All those members, and they 
are not few in number^ who know Mr. Love, will join with 
me in wishing him a 9eedy recovery. Ramblee. 



NOTICE. 

The Captain's address for the next three weeks or so will 
be " Cumberland — if not there, try Westmoreland." Mem- 
bers are requested to communicate with the Secretary on 
Club business in the interval ; anything urgent will be 
forwarded. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale, 58-in. " Humber" Racer. New last year, good 
condition, very little used. Price £10. May be seen and 
tried on appointment. — ^H. Muir, 7, Highbury Quadrant, N. 
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To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OONTnrUEP FBOM OnS LABT.) 

We did not hurry up the next morning, because after 
the first day's deluge every hour's extra sunshine or wind 
on our roads would add to the ease and rapidity of our 
second day's journey, but we had our breakfast about half- 
past eight, and then sauntered slowly with our bag through 
the village to the railway station. The inhabitants were 
exclusively engaged in one occupation, namely, decorating 
their houses with flags and garlands, and erecting triumphal 
arches in the streets, etc. One of us, I regret to say, was 
deluded enough to think that all this extra embellishment 
was in our honour, and was expecting every minute to see 
a solemn procession of the elders of Church and State with 
an illuminated address and silver snuff-box. It was cruel 
in me to undeceive him, but my superior knowledge of the 
language and habits of the country enabled me to divine 
the real cause, and to assure him that there was going to 
be a week's Wimbledon there in the shape of a grand rifle 
match between chosen teams from the various cantons. 
The station master was most anxious that we should remain 
and take part in the festivities, but finding us obdurate 
relapsed into his business form and labelled our bag for 
ThuQ for the small sum of ninepence. 

We left Langenthal about eleven o'clock, but found the 
roads very heavy, and as it soon after began to rain and 
looked as if it intended to continue, we came to the con- 
clusion that it would be best to halt at Burgdorf, as the roads 
between it and Thun, leading up into the mountains, would 
be in far worse condition than those in the comparatively 
flat valley of the Aare which we had been following. The 
road between Langenthal and Buifdorf calls for no par- 
ticular comment. At the fork about half-a-mile out of 
Langenthal, take the right-hand road. There is no occasion 
to dismount anjrwhere, and you can ride straight to the 
" Hotel Guggisberg " (near the station), turning to your 
right in the town. We halted on the way at Wynigen 
for a little refreshment, and attracted the usual crowd of 
boys, etc. There was one peculiarity is^heir costume which 
somewhat struck the eye, and that wi^ that the functions 
of trowser buttons seemed to have assumed that rudimen- 
tary character which in most places is the exclusive pre- 
rogative of the buttons at the back of one's coat, and to be 
ministering to the adonynent rather than the protection of 
the person. I do not remember to have observed this in any 
other place in Switzerland, but local customs are always 
interesting, and doubtless there is some excellent reason for 
this eccentricity of fashion at Wynigen if one could only 
have ascertained it ; it is obvious, however, that its reten- 
tion might be jeopardised if it were to become the subject of 
too frequent observation or scientific inquiry. 

We had some time to wait at Burgdorf before the next 


train, and we took the opportunity of a brief improvement 
in the weather to get a bathe in the rushing Emme, on 
which Burgdorf is situated, just above its junction with 
the Aare. The landlord kindly directed us to a part of 
the river at the back of the hotel where there was a kind 
of side stream, which we followed down some 800 yards 
or so till we found a convenient spot for the purpose. The 
Emme is too rapid for swimming in, but the side stream 
was shallow, and by mooring oneself to the bough of a tree 
it was possible to lie at full length, head up stream, like a 
trout, and enjoy the refreshing rush of the cold mountain 
torrent. After dinner we took our tickets for Thun, taking 
our bicycles with us. We paid 50 centimes (t.^. 5d.) each 
for them to Thun, a distance of about 35 miles. They are 
treated just like any other luggage, weighed, labelled, and 
paid for accordingly ; the officials are very civil about them, 
and are glad enough to let you wheel them to the van, 
and put them in and out yourself. Ours was a slow 
train, and not one of those favoured by tourist custom, 
hence there was plenty of room for the bicycles in the van ; 
but I would not recommend anyone to trust his bicycle 
without crate in a railway van by any of the fast trains in 
the height of the season, as the vans are far too crowded 
with American trunks, etc., to make it a safe place for them. 
Both our carriage and our luggage-van went direct to Thun ; 
by most trains a change at Bern is necessary. As regards 
the journey, I have only to say that it rained in torrents 
all the way ; and we felt very thankful to be able to con- 
trast the condition in which we arrived at Thun with the 
state and aspect we should have presented had we been 
unwise enough to persevere with our bicycles across the 
uplands from Burgdorf. I am sorry, however, that it pre- 
vents my giving any information about this part of the 
route beyond the heights and distances, except as regards 
the last thirteen miles into Thun, which is common to a 
route (through the Emmenthal) from Lucerne to Thun 
which I have often traversed. This latter part is an 
excellent road, mainly downhill but nowhere steep, just the 
kind of riding which is most welcome as the final stage of 
a long journey. The first portion, too, from Burgdorf, 
being on a post road, is sure to be good, and as regards the 
middle stage I can only say that from my experience of 
similar localities I should expect the road, despite the hills, 
to be fairly easy riding in good weather. 

We are now at Thun, and as it is a spot which I specially 
recommend to the^bicyclist as his head-quarters, it is only 
fit that I should give some description of it as regards such 
special points as may help to justify my recommendation. 
If anyone will take a Leuthold's map of Switzerland and 
fold it in half both ways, he will find that Thun is exactly 
on the line of division from north to south, and only a few 
miles west of the dividing line from east to west ; it is in 
ffti*f f}iA mnnt rjmtral noint tha.t could be selected. The 
viUage of Meyringen in the Hasli-Thal is the actual centre 
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of Switzerland, but, as there is only one direction in which 
a carriage road leads from it, it is clearly not suitable for 
our purpose. But the great 'advantage of Thun is that 
there are (1) good roads from it in all directions, and (2) 
that by means of early morning trains or lake steamers (by 
which the bicyclist can transfer himself a stage or two 
occasionally to frirther points of start) the range >f riding 
from here can be expanded almost indefinitely. Allowing 
for the interpolation of an occasioxial day's mountaineering, 
and such interludes of rest as may be desirable after 
the longer excursions, or may be imposed by the vicissitudes 
of the weather, it would be easy enough to find riding here 
for five or six weeks without, to any great extent, dupli- 
cating one's tracks ; besides, nothing b easier than to send 
one's bag by the early morning train to a place some 60 
miles off, such as, say, Lucerne, Fribourg, Neuchfttel, etc., 
and ride there, and, after spending the night and seeing 
the place, return next day by some different route. 
Another special attraction of Thun is that there are roads 
leading from it into the very heart of the finest glacier 
scenery of the country. Chamounix (at the foot of Mont 
Blanc) is no doubt accessible on wheels, though only by one 
road — that from Geneva, by which the bicyclist would have 
to return ; but to the Zermatt mountains there is no road 
at all. Here, on the other hand, we can ride up four or five 
different valleys, all terminating in the most magnificent 
snow mountains; the finest ride of all being that along 
the south side of the Lake of Thun and up ^ into the 
Lauterbrunnen Valley, where there is an excellent road 
almost to the very foot qf the sublime Jungfrau, the 
mountain of all others which allows itself to be seen 
in its full majesty at the closest quarters. Other 
mountains shelve down by stages as it were into the 
valley, and their final projecting buttresses screen the 
upper heights from view, except from afar ; but these 
great Oberland giants practise no such concealment, 
but let you scan them from top to toe at a comparatively 
short distance. It may be thought that I am passing from 
the sublime to the ridiculous if I were to mention one 
other small advantage the bicyclist may obtain by coming 
here, and that is that he will probably be less troubled by 
frightened horses here than elsewhere. This is my second 
season here, and a bicycle therefore is becoming a com- 
paratively familiar object to them. I will only add that 
the clear blue rushing waters of the Aare will give him as 
refreshing and enjoyable a bathe as he will obtain anywhere, 
and that the " Grand Hotel de Thoune" (or "Thunerhof") 
is a hotel that, for beauty of situstion, luxurious accommo- 
dation, excellent management, and moderate charges, has 
no rival, much less an equal, in my experience of Swiss 
hotels, which is not inconsiderable. In the fine roomy 
coach-house of the hotel will be found not only convenient 
standing room, but also special facilities for cleaning bicycles 
in the shape of a high-pressure squirt for muddy, and 



feather-brushes for dusty weather, ^ese are the grounds 
on>hich I reconmiend Thun as head-quarters. I will now 
proceed to give. iM>?ne notes of the various ezcuisioDs to 
be made frook k: , 

§4.— I%«fft to Btrn vidy Eirchdarf, and return viA 
Munsingen. 

I do not give the. heights in this case, as the differences 
of elevation are comparatively unimportant 



niitoiM 



Thun. 

Uetendorf. 

TJttig«iL 

Eirohdorf. 

Mtthledoif. 

Geltarfinffen. 

Belp. 

KohxwtB. 

GroM Wabern. 

Bern. 



DifltMUML 



lUf 



BenL 
Mnri. 

AUmendl^oiL 
Hlibigeo. 

Wichtrmoh. 
KxaMD. 
Heimbecg. 
Thun. 



As Thun is paved, it is important to know how best to 
avoid the pavement. There are four main exits from Thun. 
(1.) The ordinary road to Bern vid Heimberg ; this leads 
out at the end of the town furthest from the Thunerhof, and 
is to be reached by wheeling up a steep little bit of road, 
the first (public) turn on the right after leaving the 
Thunerhof stables. At the top you turn to the left and 
mount, and the road (which runs at the back of the Church 
and Castle) leads you into the Bern road at a point where 
the town pavement ceases. As you come down upon the 
main road it forks ; the one to vour immediate right leads 
to Steffisburg ; the Bern road almost faces you slightly to 
the right. (2.) The road to Gwatt, the one most often in 
demand. To reach this, dismount where the pavement 
begins (that is at the point where the steep road leading to 
the bacK of the Castle diverges), and ta^e the first turn to 
the left, wheel over the first bridge, and straight on to the 
second bridge, on which you can mount ; the road then 
leads straight away across the line, forking to the left 
shortly after. (3.) The* road to Uetendorf is reached by 
mounting on the second bridge as in (2), but you must 
turn sharp to the right along the river till you come upon 
a road leading out of the town across another pair of bridges 
lower down the stream ; cross this road, and take tbe road 
to the left half; the full left only leads to the station. 
(4.) The fourth road is the one passing the Thunerhof 
itself, and leading to the right along the north side of the 
lake. There is no pafvement there. 

. Gerabd p. Cobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, Tuly, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 

R. B. H.— Next week. Shall be glad to receive the 
matter suggested. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribntionB most Iss addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 6.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Bablino 8l Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Er^heap, London, E.C.—- August 81, 1882. 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of oopy for '"Gazette" 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdaye. 

N.W. 

Alteration of Run for Sept. 9. 
Ab there seems some doubt about our being able to 
procure tea at Hunton Bridge on September 9th, I have 
detemined to change the lun, which will be to Little 
Berkhampstead, when, as it will be the last run at which I 
shaU be present this season, and the last time probably that 
I shall act as District Captain, I shall take it as a personal 
favour if everyone who possibly can will make an effort to 
be present W. J. Williaiis, District Captain. 

W. AOT) S.W. 

CiROULAR Run, 9th Instaht. 
The programme for this day wiU give us the opportunity 
of hunting up some new country. The proposed route will 
be by Glaygate, Ockshott, and Stoke d'Abemon, bearing 
up for Cobham (The " Red Lion ") for tea. We trust that 
the novelty of the route and the extreme beauty of the 
country to be traversed will attract a better muster of 
members than have lately graced our meets. 

For W. District Captain and self, 

Arthur E. Bxtoklbr. 

sir 

Imfortakt Notice. 
As will be seen from the report of last Saturday's run, 
it has been resolved to change the date of the 8.E. Road 
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Trial from Saturday the 9th to Saturday the 23rd instant. 
Next Saturday we shall go to Knockholt, the "Three 
Horseshoes," the Croydon Division leaving the Fire Station, 
and the Blackheath Division Lewisham Church at 4.15, 
meeting at Locks Bottom as usual I hope to receive a 
lot more entries for the Crawley Trial. There is plenty of 
time now, so I trust the men will think the matter well 
over, and enter bravely, each with the determination of 
winning. The starts will be liberal. 

H. G. A. Brown, District Captain. 



BICYCLE TOURING CLUB. 
I have been under the impression, hitherto, that the 
majority of at least the "touring men" in the L.B.C. were 
aware of the advantages which the Touring Club affords. 
But on looking through the list of members of the Touring 
Club for names of L.B.C. men, it does not appear that it 
can be so. 

An examination of the members' lists of the Touring 
Club, including renewals for this year and new members 
who joined from January to August, gives only 36 L.B.C. 
names ; which, as to our Club list, amounts to about one 
in 6.2. 

It is to be regretted that any man who toure, much or 
little, should not be aware of the great advantages which 
the B.T.C. ticket and badge carry with them. They are 
plainly stated in the epitome which you publish, and from 
three years' experience I can vouch that they are not 
over-stated. 
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The " objects " marked a, c, g, and h (social) may not 
be of frceai importance to clubmen, but large clubs like 
ours have outlying members, who might occasionally derive 
assistance in those directions. 

(b) '* Protection to members " may not be essential to 
clubmen, but it might be an advantage to a rider to ensure 
the protection of two powerful bodies instead of one. 

(e) "Consuls." — Useful to everyone occasionally; par 
exempts, the N.W. D.C. and I, while in Wales last year, 
only escaped traversing a mountain track unrideable for 
many miles by having consulted the Consul at Aberystwith. 

(/) " Maps." — ^Though many good maps are to be had, 
they are capable of much improvement, and one seldom 
knows where to get the best. I fear it will be long before 
we see perfect touring maps, which must combine sufficient 
scale and clearness with strength to bear wear and tear in 
the pocket and the multum, and yet be sufficiently com- 
pact to allow of a complete set being carried on a tour. 

(d) "Hotels."— The Touring Club have certainly "scored" 
under this head more than any other. In every large town 
or fashionable resort it may be assumed that they have 
secured the best house and even the most expensive one 
with regard to the tariff for ordinary travellers. It is often 
a great convenience that on reaching a town late in the 
evening you can safely go to the B.T.C. house without any 
picking and choosing. The saving in expense is remark- 
able. It may be stated shortly in this way : If only away 
from home 24 hours the amount of the yearly subscription 
would be saved, and on an extended tour, taking one place 
with another, the hotel expenses would be reduced 25 per 
cent., and in many places more. 

In my opinion you have done a very good and useful 
thing in publishing the programme of the B.T.C. 

Henbt Jskninos. 

Eastbourne, 2nd Sept., 1882. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. AND N.W. DiSTEICTS. 

Unfortunately the unsettled weather and a strong S.W. 
wind again interfered with the Halliford run. The N.E., 
represented by Lloyd, left the Heath^with the N.W., two 
strong, after the specified ten minutes' grace had been 
given, Alison being present in mufti to witness the start. 
It was not long before it became apparent that we could 
not reach Eew up to time, owing to the adverse breeze, so, 
after proceeding to Acton by the usual route, we continued 
on to Brentford. We bumped over the Bath road to 
Hounslow, where we turned off and went through Hanworth 
and various winding lanes to Halliford, arriving just before 
seven o'clock. After a good tea we retraced our route to 
Brentford, accompanied by F. L. Adam, the work being 
very different to that on the outward journey. For some 
unknown reason, three out of the four lamps would not 
burn, the D.C.'s King of the Road alone doing its duty. 



In Brentford, Lloyd dropped the bottom of his lamp, so 
had to take train from Eew ; Adam also leaving us for 
Kensington, the N.W. proceeding back alone, f)ia Acton 
and WiUesden. Distance 40 miles. Present: N,E., 
A. H. Lloyd ; N. W,, Lown, Faxon, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 

S.W. District. 
September 2nd. A continuance of the prevalent unsettled 
weather, with plenty of wind and a general promise of 
duckings in reserve, did not tend to a large muster at our 
last General Meet for this season. A mixed detachment, 
consisting of two S.W., three S.E., and the five miles 
champion, left Kingston at 5.40, and duly arrived at 
Halliford. Tea had been ordered for 6.30, but knowing 
that the Northern divisions would be much delayed by the 
powerful sou'-wester, it was decided to put it back half an 
hour. This move was so far successful that by seven o'clock 
we had the satisfaction of all sitting down together. The 
S.W. being close at home, there was no need to hurry. 
The D.C, accompanied by Faxon, Sherriff having previously 
returned, had a pleasant round homewards by Burwood 
Fark, Claremont Lane, and Claygate, sampling on their 
way some retired lanes that may be worked into next 
Saturday's run. Present : H. H. Sherriff and 

Abthur E. Buokleb, District Captain. 

S.K DiSTBICT. 

September 2nd. The D.C, through some unaccountable 
mistake, thought the start was fixed for 3.30, and going to 
the Fire Station soon after that hour, and finding no one 
had been there, as far as could be judged from absence of 
tracks on the road and notice board, he concluded that the 
tremendous rain which had been falling for hours had 
prevented any of the men from turning out. Still, as the 
Crawley road handicap was coming on, and a sufficient 
number of entries had not yet been obtained, he made up 
his mind to go somehow or other, and took the train, 
hoping there might be several from the other districts at 
all events. To his great surprise, however, after a most 
tedious, tiresome, roundabout railroad journey with three 
changes, he was met at Halliford by no less than five S.E. 
men and one visitor. They had properly gone to the 
starting place soon after four, and, as fortune would have 
it, had ridden all the way without a drop of rain falling on 
them. It was found that several of our " crack " racing 
men will be engaged at the Surrey meeting at the Oval on 
the 9th instant, and as they would be able to ride in the 
S.E. road trial if held any other Saturday, it was resolved 
to alter the date from the 9th to the 23rd September, and 
members are requested to take note of this. We had a 
very nice little General Meet, 15 in all, including two well- 
known racers, the elder Whatton and F. L. Adam, and the 
men left for home in cheerful spirits, thankiul for the non- 
continuance of the rain. Fresent : A. Barker, C. A. Brown, 
J. C. Oswald, C. F. Sclimettau, S. P. Smith, one visitor, 
and H. G. A. Bbowi?, District Captain. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.£. 


N.W. 


w. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


Blackheath Division. 


Sept 9. 


r Lea Bridge Bd. 3.80, 
' Sybom'B Corner 
1 8.45, for Bbbnt- 

' WOOD. 


"Jwsk Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 

LiTELl BkBK- 
HAUF8TBAD. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Circular 
Bun. MeetS.W. 
See Notice, p. 205. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for Circular 
Bnn. Meet W. 
See Notice^ p. 205. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 

KzrOOKHOLT. 

( " Three Horse- 
shoes." ) Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
4.15, for Knook- 
HOLT. ( '* Three 
Horseshoes.") 

Meet Croydon Div. 


Sept. 16. 


r 

Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom's Comer 
1 8.45, for Enfuld. 
' Meet N.W. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Ektibld. Meet 
N.E. 


4.0, Hammersmith 
Bridge for Ewell. 
Meet S.E. and 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for EwBLL. 
Meet W. and S.E. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
EwELL. Meet W., 
S.W., and Black- 
heath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for EwBLL. 
Meet W., S.W., 
and Croydon Div. 


Sept 28. 


' Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
Sybom*B Comer 
•8.45, for Walthah 
Abbbt. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 

EAflTOOTT. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Walton- 
on-Thambs. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, forWAl/iOH- 
ob-Thahbs. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Cbawlbt. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church, 
8.80, for Cbawlbt. 
Meet CroydonDiv. 



LAWN TENNIS. 
Rolls has beaten Hindley, and Elgood has to play A. 
Potter. Here endeth the third round ! The drawing of 
No. 4 runs thus : The winner of the above plays Scrutton, 
Reynolds plays Sharp, Rolls scores a bye. Reynolds rode 
up from Brighton last week to play his fourth, and won as 
lie pleased by 6 to 1 and 6 to love. Scrutton and H. K 
are away for holidays now, and may not return until about 
the end of the month, consequently the final will not take 
place before next month ; the time and place will be pub- 
lished, in order that those who wish may see it. A few 
shillings are still wanting, the receipt of which will be 
acknowledged with thanks. H. N. S. 



A TOUR IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND. 

My alarum haying gone off some time earlier than it had 
been set for on Monday, June 26, 3 «.m. saw me on my 
legs, and by 3.45 I was on my way to St. Pancras, where I 
arrived three-quarters of an hour too soon. A pleasant 
half-hour may be spent in superintending the taking in of 
empty milk cans and newspapers by the early trains — that 
is, if you don't feel sleepy. I did, and consequently did 
not enjoy the half-hour in question. 

I booked for a small station in] the north of Derbyshire, 
where I intended commencing my rambles, and at 5.15 we 
were off. Near Luton and Bedford visions of sundry parts 
of the road recalled former pleasant rides ; then it got 
tedious, and I tried to sleep, but couldn't ; but all journeys 
have an end, and this was only a five hours' one, so that at 
about 10 o'clock I pulled my machine out of the van at the 
station of New Mills, in the Peak. 

First thoughts were for breakfast, but second thoughts 
always being best, I took my machine over atrocious paving 
to the village blacksmith's to have the tyre fixed ; first 
thoughts then came back with greater strength than before. 



and I made my way to the ''Grown/' quite a grand hotel for 
the place. During the morning repast a Hallelujah Band 
made me happy by singing selections from Moodyand Sankey, 
and I felt good. After a stroll round I revisited the black- 
smith's and found my machine ready, and I was told a 
"pot o' beer" was the price required. The smith seemed 
to think he was doing me a favour, both in fixing the tyre 
and taking the money. He informed me there were hills in 
the neighbourhood, and he was certainly right ; at the 
same time he let me know he had been to London and 
seen Primrose Hill, and he chuckled. 

After a three miles' walk over paving, I arrived at Hay- 
field, another promising centre of cotton and other mills ; 
it was now 12.15, the last three miles having taken an 
hour. From there to Olossop (5) I had to do three miles' 
walking, a hill two miles up and two miles down necessi- 
tating the trudging part, altogether the five miles took 
1 hr. 40 min., but the scenery being grand, and the air 
invigorating, the change from our roads in the south was 
thoroughly enjoyed. Glossop is, I should think, the very 
dullest town of its size in England, scarcely anybody but 
cotton operatives living there. Having reached the most 
northern place in Derbyshire, I retraced my tracks to Hay- 
field, riding about four of the five miles, and down about 
the longest and steepest hill I have ever ridden ; next time 
I am in that neighbourhood I intend walking it. I was 
getting along at a rare pace, having done thirteen miles 
since breakfast, and having been in the saddle but a short 
part of the four hours that it had taken me. After a slight 
rest at Hayfield riding became possible to Ghapel-en-le- 
Frith (6), which was reached at four p.m. Here I had to 
put up fifteen minutes on account of rain. The remaining 
six miles to Buxton were done in forty-five minutes, 
gi-adients having much improved, the last two miles being 
all down hill. Average riding for the day, five miles per 
hour — yet I enjoyed it more than I sometimes have when 
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doing more than twice the pace. After a wash and change 
at the " St. Anne's Hotel/' which is put down as a B.T.C. 
house, but which certainly is not one, as the manager 
informed me they had neyer heard of such an institution, I 
went in for the table-d'h6te and &irly astonished the waiters. 
After having satisfied all inward gnawings I enjoyed a stroll 
round the town and gardens, and my opinion of Buxton is 
that it is immensely jolly, especially the garden part of it. 

The next morning I was up early, and after breakfast 
and the bill I started at about 9.30 for Leek (12). Progress 
still slow ; road very up and down ; and my experience of 
the roads about that neighbourhood is, that when it is up, 
it means it, and when it is down, why, you had better make 
your will before you attempt riding it. I rode about two 
miles of the hill out of Buxton, and walked a mile just for 
change, but had to get off for nothing more uphill, although a 
frightfuUysteepandstonyonedownmade me shudder to think 
of what might have happened had I attempted to ride down it. 
Just before arriving at Leek I met another 'cyclist going 
towards Buxton — he did not then look happy, and he would 
have to get a lot nearer the sky before finishing the few 
miles that were before him. Arrived at Leek, I found the 
inhabitants thought a very great deal of the Ashbourne 
road, so, as dinner would not be ready for an hour and a 
half, I determined to sample it, and did six miles out and 
six back, and did not like it. After dinner (at Red Lion," 
recommended) I started for Newcastle-under-Lyme (12), 
which I reached about five, and put up at the Castle " 
(fair). I find I have noted the route from Buxton to New- 
castle as follows : — " Scenery grand from Buxton to Leek, 
and fine to within a few miles of Hanley — the road from 
Leek to Hanley being a great improvement on any I have 
been over up to the present in point of hills — ^but when 
about two miles from Hanley the sky is scarcely discernible 
on account of the smoke from the colliery and pottery 
chimneys, and the road becomes most vile and black with 
coal dust, with chimneys all around like trees, and the 
black roads attracting the sun, it is like an oven." 

Newcastle is not a bad sort of place, although there is nothing 
to see in it, so, with the prospect of good roads the next day, 
I retired happy. At nine the next morning I was off, over 
glorious roads, to Stone (9), Rugeley (24), and Lichfield (83), 
which was reached by 12, the thirty-three miles, including 
quarter of an hour's rest, having taken me three hours. 
When riding from Rugeley to Lichfield care should be 
taken to go by the left-hand road through the railway arch 
by the Armitage road. The Cathedral at Lichfield should 
certainly be seen — one of, if not the prettiest in England. 
I stayed there two and a half hours ; dinner at the 
"George" (good). Tamworth (8) was soon reached, the 
roads being still splendid, and continuing the same to 
Burton-on-Trent (23). Quick time was made. After a 
refreshing drink of milk and countless dismounts through 
the town on account of the great number of level crossings. 



I pushed on for Derby (34), where I arrived at 7.15. 
Scarcely a hill for the whole sixty-eeven miles, and splendid 
surface for the most part. I put up at the " St. James's 
Hotel " (very good). Derby did not impress me very much, 
and I did not regret leaving it the next morning. 

Road fair and level to Belper, and then rough to Matlock 
Bath, but the scenery from Belper is simply lovely ; the 
River Derwent runs alongside the road for the whole way, 
and both run between hills. I dismounted once or twice 
and admired it. I scarcely ever remember having seen 
anything prettier. The roughness of the road is quite 
forgotten : it is a piece that ought really to be walked ; 
but then, when you have your bicycle, what can you 
do? Dinner at the "New Bath Hotel" (very good). 
I stayed three to four hours here admiring the scenery, etc., 
not forgetting a swim, which can be had at the hotel, and 
which I appreciated, although the bath is not very large 
and is rather a dismal one. As I intended pushing on to 
Chesterfield (10) that afternoon I made a start about four ; 
I had been told the road was bad and hilly, but I never 
expected it was so bad as it turned out to be— it was really 
awful, and took me two hours to negotiate, the hill out of 
Matlock being like the roof of a house, and I once or twice 
wondered if I could push my machine up — but I did. Between 
the two places I fell in with a native who would not believe 
me when I said there were such things as level roads in 
Engknd. Howevei^ I got there at last. In case anybody 
should imagine, as I did, that Chesterfield is an awfully 
pretty place and something like Matlock, allow me to 
inform them that it is not, but that it is a black, manu- 
facturing sort of place with nothing remarkable in it but a 
crooked steeple to the church. I was disappointed, and 
the proprietor of the Hotel, the "Angel" (good), told me 
several bicyclists had come there with the same idea. The 
hotel was full of commercial travellers, and the whole 
evening was taken up in a desperate discussion on the 
merits of the Yorkshire Eleven, one man (who told 
me afterwards he travelled for Tidman's Sea Salt) 
affirming that Ulyett was better than all the rest put 
together — ^this was indignantly denied by about half a dozen 
others, and I expected to see Tidman's Sea Salt flying 
through the window, but he did not. At nine the next 
morning I was en route for Worksop (15), roads Mr, and 
getting very good about half way ; from Worksop to 
Retford (23) road level, with splendid surface. As I 
wanted to reach Nottingham early, I pushed on without 
stopping from Retford by a by-road to OUington (34) in 
Sherwood Forest ; the road was loose in places, but very 
fair on the whole. As the sun was intensely hot, I decided 
to stay dinner at Olliugton, and had a chop at the 
" Hop-pole," a good hotel. The hostess informed me she had 
had about sixty bicyclists from Nottingham there the day 
before for their annual dinner. After dinner, a pretty ride 
brouglit me to Mansfield (10), and then over grand roads 
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to Nottingham (24). I put up at the Wellington Hotel " 
(cheap), which, although B.T.C., charged me considerably 
under the tariff. After tea, and a change, I went to the 
theatre and saw Boccaccio. They seem to appreciate the 
theatre at Nottingham, as it was very full, and very fair 
acting. 

At 10.30 on Saturday I was off again in the direction 
of Grantham (24), and was soon bowling along over a 
perfectly level road with grand surface. I arrived there 
at 12.30, in time for the market dinner at the " Angel " 
(good), after which I took the express to London, and 
arrived, after changing at Finsbury Park, at Broad Street 
at five p.m. ; rode to London Bridge in time for the train 
for Ewell, and got there just as the photographer was taking 
off the cap, but as I did not come out well it might perhaps 
have been better had I arrived a minute after he had taken 
it off. For the rest of the run home to the N.E. do not 
look at the D.C.'s account, because I had learned a Latin 
proverb at school which, when translated, means experience 
teaches, so I took the train home firom Kew and arrived 
early — the others did not. B. B. Hough. 

ECHOES. 

From various rumours which are floating about I gather 
that the S.E. handicap will be more popular than ever. I 
hear that several of the University cracks are going to 
start, and of course "yours truly" will be seen on the 

scratch mark. 

• •••«« 

It is said that the limit man will have no less than 
twenty minutes start. This will be remarkably pleasant 

for the scratch men. 

• «««•• 

The energetic S.E. District Captain rode to the General 

Meet. I grant that he did so, much against his feelings, 

in a train, but does he score an attendance ? I think some 

of our argumentative legal members could make out a 

good case for the score. You, Mr. Editor, would no doubt 

open your columns to a correspondence on the subject. 
««««•« 

It would have a capital effect, and produce fully as good 

results as did those " Canoeing Bemini^nces." 

• «•««« 

I am surprised that no one has had anything to say on 
the suggestion of one of your correspondents, that there 
should be a General Meet on the August Bank Holiday 
each year. Numbers of men don't know what to do with 
themselves on that holiday, and would no doubt be glad to 
attend a General Meet. 

The Hon. Sec. of the Dramatic Society is out of town. 

When he returns we shall no doubt hear something of a 

General Meeting. 

«••••• 

If I might venture to make a suggestion to that august 

body the Committee of the L.B.C., it would be that some 


expression of opinion should be made by them on the 
advisability or non-advisability of holding Club Entertain- 
ments during the coming winter. Shall we give a ball or 
concerts, smoking or otherwise? Shall the L.B.C.D.S. 
be requested to give a performance ? Or shall we rest on 
our oars and follow the example of the present Govern- 
ment, i.e,, do nothing unless we are forced to by circum- 
stances over which we have no control? [We are not 

responsible for our contributor's political views. — En.] 

• «••«« 

W. T. Hill is gazetted this week in the periodical 

devoted to the doings, etc., of the B.T.C. as Representative 

Councillor for No. 11, Eastern English District, and 

H. H. Sherriff was^ nominated for the same post for the 

South-Eastem English District. 

««•••• 

I think these high-sounding titles do the B.T.C. a great 

deal of harm. Why the occupiers of these posts could not 

have been called Committee men I cannot understand. 

• ••«•• 

The present numerical strength of the B.T.C. is 6025, 
and there are 823 candidates up for election to this 

flourishing institution. 

• ••••• 

The new uniform is to be of a grey colour. This will be 

a great improvement on green, till now the official colour. 
««««•• 

At the Acton Cricket Club Sports, on Saturday, H. G. 
Atkinson took three first prizes, viz., throwing the cricket 
ball (98 yards), high jump (5 feet), long jump (18ft. 2in.). 
He competed in his ordinary attire. 

Mr. A. Nixon, of the London Tricycle Club, has ridden 
on his "Premier" tricycle from John-o*-Groat's to Land's 
End. He started on Wednesday, August 16th, and reached 
his destination, 1007 miles from the starting point, in 
13 days 23h. 55min. Ramblea. 

RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule 40 enacts that no member represent the Olub at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Radng 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members radng at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

Sept. 9. — Gresham Athletic Cluh at Stamford Bridge. 

9. — ^Surrey B.C. Autumn Meeting at OvaL 

9. — Nottingham B.C. Sports. 
16. — Brighton B.C. Annual Meeting. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4. — ^L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 

Change of Address. — W. Heath's address is now Wilts 
and Dorset Bank, Clifton. 

Sharp intends going on to Brighton on Saturday, and 
will be glad to hear of anyone willing to make his lonely 
ride lively. 
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(SjmtBfortbttttt. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Oazette, 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OONTINnXD FROM OUB LAST.) 

The road to Bern vid Eirchdorf is Road No. 3, and runs 
for a mile or more along the side of the extensive parade 
ground, where most of the Swiss artillery practice takes 
place ; after passing this it forks : take the right. In 
Uetendorf the road bends a little to the right. There 
are three hiUs up for which dismounts are perhaps advisable 
— one out of Uttigen ; one in Kirchdorf (steep) ; and one 
leading out of Belp. There is also a steep hill leading 
down to Gelterfingen, which must be taken with caution ; 
the road bends to the right at the bottom of it. In Miihle- 
dorf, at a bend leftwards, there is a fork ; the road to Bern 
is the right-hand one leading up a steep pitch. On entering 
Bern take the broad road to the right, which you will see 
soon after you begin your rise into the town. You can ride 
by this road right up to the Bemerhof We wheeled a 
little further on to the Bellevue in the Insel Gasse, where 
we had a wash and lunch, and so timed it as to reach 
the famous clock exactly at three minutes to twelve as the 
performances commenced. Bern is one of the most strikingly 
situated and picturesquely built of European towns, but 
there are not many buildings in it requiring a special visit, 
and we found two hours ample time for the purpose, at the 
end of which we returned to our hotel for our machines. 
About two miles short of Bern we had met the principal 
veterinary surgeon of the place mounted on a very spirited 
young horse, which wheeled about at the first sight of us. 
Of course we dismounted and led our machines into a 
meadow. After a time the rider got his steed by, and then 
turned round again and rode straight into the meadow to 
familiarise the horse with the sight of them. As this per- 
formance was going on we heard a person in a passing 
vehicle shout out in good English, Our Swiss horses do 
not like bicycles." The author of the shout turned out to 
be the son of the landlord of the Bellevue, who had been 
some years in the Langham Hotel. As he told me some of 
his hotel omnibus horses were very shy of them, I took the 
opportunity, as the horses were standing there, of dispelling 
their fears by placing an attractive object in the shape of a 
lump of sugar on my saddle and so bringing the machine 
within reach of their noses. We then wheeled through the 
beautiful main street of Bern down to the Aare bridge, at 
the further end of which on the right is the bear pit. The 
proper thing to do is to feed ** Manni " (Swiss for " Bruin,") 
with young carrots, procurable for a fancy price (twopence 
a small bunch) at a stall close by. This most important 
ceremony accomplished, we wheeled up the hill leading out 
towards Thun. After this there would have been no further 
occasion whatever for a dismount till we reached the 
Thunerhof, only some two miles out of Bern the Centaur 



took to making such a pitiable squeaking, and the owner 
thereof was so certain it was the hind wheel in fault, that 
we were obliged to dismount and inspect After probing 
the creature all over and finding no lack of oil, nor any 
other obvious cause for the outcry, I just pressed the saddle 
when the squeak instantly declared itself. For the future, 
whenever I am in donbt as to the source of complaint, I 
shall invariably try the saddle first. But we had yet 
another cause of dismount, namely, the locking of my hind 
wheel, a thing which I only remember to have happened to 
me once before. The cause was obvious ; one of the box 
coverings which protect the bearings had got shaken loose, 
and had unscrewed itself so far as to catch against the fork 
and fix the wheel. The road firom Bern to Thun this way 
is perfectly easy and unmistakeable. 

§ 5. Shorter Excursions from Thun. 

Before describing any of the longer rides leading up into 
the mountain vallejrs, it will be useful to mention a few 
short rounds suitable for the morning or afternoon of a 
broken day, when bad weather or fatigue may render a 
briefer outing desirable. 

A. NORTH SIDB OF LAKE. (16 mileS.) 

The road is the one in which the Thunerhof stands ; it 
is incomplete at present, and only goes as far as Merligen, 
some eight miles along the lake. When the remaining 
four miles are completed it will be possible to ride all round 
the lake, instead of, as at present, having to return the 
same way. The road passes through Hilterfingen (2 miles), 
Oberhofen (3 miles), and Gunten (5^ miles). There are 
many paved water channels on the way, but they are well 
laid and easy to traverse. The only possible occasion for 
dismount may be one or two reaches of newly laid stones 
between Gunten and Merligen, which, as the traffic is very 
slight, take some time each season in wearing down. The 
road is exquisitely pretty, the blue waters of the lake, with 
a magnificent mountain view beyond, being close at hand 
all the way, except when you are passing through the 
villages, when the picturesque houses and beautiful gardens 
are in themselves a sight worth coming for. At Gunten 
there is a gorge on your left with a waterfall which it is 
worth dismounting to inspect. I would also recommend a 
walk up the Justiz^thal from Merligen. It is a charming 
valley with woods and waterfalls, and a perfect paradise for 
the botanist. Five or six hours could be most pleasantly 
spent in this upland valley. 

B. SPIEZ AND WIMMI8. (20 milcS.) 

Start by Road 2 (see above, S 4) ^ Gwatt (3^ miles.) 
In Gwatt beware of a big mastiif at a house on the left, 
just before the road bends. He has not bitten me yet, but 
he is the only Swiss dog I have seen whose behaviour 
threatens serious mischief All Swiss dogs run at you and 
bark as if they would go mad. This creature, however, 
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shows you all his teeth hefcre he barks. I intend remon- 
strating with his owner if I get a good opportunity. Just 
after Owatt the road forks, you keep to the lower one near 
the laka This road is a good specimen of Swiss road- 
making; it is so beautifully engineered that you would 
never know you were going up hill if it were not that you 
continually see the lake sinking deeper and deeper below 
you. It mounts for nearly three miles in this way, till you 
eventually reach a point more than 300 feet above it, just 
beyond which you reach Spiezmoos (6^ miles) ; a little 
further on road forks to the left, soon after which you begin 
to descend. As the turning down to Spiez is a sharp one 
to the left, and somewhat hidden by a chalet, do not get 
too much pace on, or you may pass it by ; after the turning 
the road bends to the right into a straight hill down into 
Spies (8 miles). It is well to see into this straight before 
allowing yourself to get any pace on. Spiez is a favourite 
excursion place, and the hill terminates in the hotel 
grounds ; so there are sure to be a lot of horses standing 
about, even if you do not meet them on the hill. The 
view from the hotel gardens on the lake is very striking. 
The hill will have to be walked up in returning, and your 
road is the same as far as the fork, a little short of Spiez- 
moos ; here you bear to the left and continue up the hill 
(it is steep, but does not last very long) to Spiezwyler 
(9^) ; here keep straight on down a hill, through a wood 
(with brake on, as it zigzags, and there are precipices), to 
Wimmis (11^); thence to the bridge over the Simme, and 
turn to the right to Brothausi (13), and so back to Gwatt 
(16i) and Thun (20). The road from Spiezwyler to 
Brothausi is a most splendid surface, always in good 
condition. In making this round the other day, we met 
the whole of the Swiss Artillery out on their summer 
manoeuvres. For some time we rode slowly by the column, 
the horses all being very quiet; but presently, as the 
Commander-in-Chief and Staff came galloping up to the 
front, we had to dismount as there was not room to pass, 
and we had to wheel the rest of the way. The Swiss 
soldier is seen to a great disadvantage on account of the 
extreme "dowdiness" of his uniform, but they are a 
thoroughly active independent-looking set of men, and 
seem likely to make up for their deficiencies in the pomp of 
war by practical and intelligent service. They amused 
themselves at our expense by giving us various words of 
command to " prepare to mount," " spring up," etc. etc. 
On the same round a merry Swiss boy" indulged in the 
only telling bit of pleasantry I have heard in the native 
tongue, by asking me whether I would let him book an 
inside place for the next journey." Our bicycles are the 
greatest source of delight and interest to all the children 
about, and it is one of the special delights of riding here 
to see how much pleasure one affords the natives by doing 
so. I could not help laughing yesterday at their latest 
little joke. The Centaur, whose knowledge of German is 



limited, had heard me, in leading, occasionally say to a 
wajrfarer, AchtungT ("look out") meaning to call his 
attention to the fact that others were coming behind. 
Having got hold of this word, it delighted him so much 
that he must needs go and bellow it out to every passing 
object — man, woman, child, dogs, cats, goats, and chickens, 
without the smallest necessity or pertinence. I went out 
alone yesterday, and happened to select for my ride a 
round which led me on to a road previously traversed in 
the Centaur's company, when he had the "Achtung" 
fit most severely upon him. Directly I reached this part 
I noticed that the children began to shout something at me, 
which I soon discovered to be a close imitation of the 
Centaur's pronunciation of this word, which they have 
caught up and will, no doubt, for some time to come lustily 
reproduce whenever a bicyclist passes their way. 

0. GLUTSGH, AMSOLDINGEN (13 mileS.) 

Bide to Gwatt (3^), after which take right-hand fork up 
the hill as if to Wimmis ; about a mile beyond top of hill 
see a sign-post on right (to Gltltsch) at an acute angle, 
where you turn. There is a straight turn to the right (a 
bye road, not marked on the ordinary scale Dufour, though 
it is on the larger) which forms the base of this triangle. 
This can be taken if you notice it ; it is close by a saw 
mill. Gliitsch (5^ miles) straggles up a long tortuous hill, 
which had better be walked, the views being very fine, 
Afterwards the road goes through beautiful pine woods. 
The main part of Amsoldingen village (lake and church) is 
left a little to the left (8^ miles). Soon after you will find 
the road wheel suddenly back (to your right) at the top of 
a hill, where you overlook the plain to Thun. This hill 
must be descended with caution. The road returns upon 
itself in the middle, and turns again across a stream at the 
bottom. I had a nasty time on it the other day. ' I had 
got caught in a severe thunderstorm, and had put up for 
shelter just at the top of the hill. When the rain was over 
the roads were streaming with water, and by the time I 
was some way down the hill my tyre had got so soft and 
pliant with the soaking that the brake would not hold it ; 
add to this the soles of my shoes had got a lot of slimy 
mud on them off the wet road in mounting, and persistently 
slipped the treadles. I was run away with, and there was 
no help for it. I thought it safer on the whole to stick to 
my saddle and chance the comers, and I eventually got 
round all right, but they were ugly moments. I mention 
the fact as a practical warning in the case of very wet tyres. 
My friend's " Special Club " has a Hancock's grooved tyre, 
and his brake holds much better on wet roads in conse- 
quence. After the hill a straight road (the " Lang Gasse " 
or ''Long Lane") takes you back to Thun (13 miles). 

D. UETENPORF, THZEBAGHERN (10^ miles). 

For Uetendorf (4 miles) see § 4 (Thun to Bern). In 
Uetendorf the road to Thierachern turns back at an acute 
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angle to the left up a sharp pitch ; the road forks when up 
the pitch — the left fork is to be taken. It then continues 
slowly rising for nearly a mile, but after the first pitch is 
nowhere steep. Just before reaching Thierachern (6^ miles) 
there is a tortuous hill to descend — not a long one — ^but 
the brow of it is so steep that the greatest care must be 
taken ; there is a smart hill to spring up again the other 
side. From Thierachern down into the valley there is a 
hill of similar construction to the Amsoldingen Hill 
(G), though not quite so steep. The road rejoins the 
Uetendorf road to Thun soon after passing through a wood. 

Thierachern and Amsoldingen both lie on the top of the 
same ridge, a short two miles apart, and are connected by 
a road along it, so that rides C and D can be easily made 
into one round. In whicheyer direction the round be taken, 
the down hiU either at Gliitsch or into Uetendorf will 
finish with an awkward bit at the bottom, of which it is 
well to be forewarned. 

If after such a short ride as D further riding is wanted, 
on returning to Thun ride up to Steffisburg, a thriving 
suburb two miles N.E., and return by the side of the Zulg 
river into the Bern road, adding thereby some five miles 
more. 

B. WATTBHWTL, BLTTMENSTBIN, RBUTiaBN (25^ miles). 

This is a very lovely ride indeed ; taking you aU along 
the full length of the Stockhorn range on an admirable 
road generally in excellent condition. Ride to Uetendorf, 
(see § 4) and about a mile beyond it on the Bern road, 
turn to your left to Seftigen (7 miles). The map shows a 
more direct road firom Uetendorf to Seftigen, but this is to 
be avoided as too hilly ; the longer road is a gradual ascent 
easily ridden. At Seftigen fork to the left across the valley 
to Wattenwyl (9 miles). The next two miles are up hill 
(nowhere very steep) till you come to the Gurbe, which has 
a way of washing its bridge down periodically and causing 
it to be in a chronic state of repair ; from this point it is 
down hill to Blumenstein (12 miles), and generally speaking 
down hill rather than up for the rest of the ride. At 
Blumenstein you will see a little way up the mountain side 
on your right a waterfall, situated in a wooded glen beyond 
a church. It is well worth a visit : there is a road up as 
far as the church ; it is called the Fallbacb. You now 
pursue your way all along the base of the Stockhorn, the 
limestone precipices of which, with pine^dad buttresses 
below, are very fine indeed ; passing through the hamlets 
of Pohleren, and of Ober-and Nieder-Stocken, you come to 
B^utigen (19 miles), and soon after join the main road from 
Wimmis and Brothausi (see B), along which you return to 
Thun (25^ miles). Just as you are reaching Reubigen you 
come up a little rise with a sharpish dip down on the other 
side ; take this dip steadily, as there is a bad water-grip to 
be crossed at the. bottom of it, followed by two others in 
the village. There is no real occasion for a dismount any- 



where on this round, though some of the water-grips look 
uncanny. 

A reference to the map will show that the round might 
be abridged by returning either (a) from Blumengtttn via 
Thierachern, or (b) from Stocken via Amsoldingen to Than. 
The first of these roads, however, though a post road, is 
unsuitable for bicycling ; the second I have ridden several 
times, but have always found it a little rough in parts, and 
occasionally so narrow that a dismount would be necessary 
on meeting anything. I tried to get round a hay cart 
there the other day, and, failing, landed myself gently on 
to the hay, whilst my bicycle found safe refuge in the ditch- 
But this would be the road to be taken if an ascent of the 
Stockhorn (7,200 feet)— a most ei\joyable expedition— were 
contemplated. You would have to take your nailed boots 
for climbing with you in a knapsack, and cut yourself a 
good stick on your way up the mountain if you could not 
get one at Ober-Stocken, where you would leave your 
bicycle and put on your boots. Lunch should also be taken 
with you. There is, indeed, a ch41et half way up the 
mountain, where provisions are to be had, but the people 
are disgracefully extortionate. Unless the day be thoroughly 
fine, and you are accustomed to mountain work, it would 
be well to get a boy to carry your " nose bag " for you and 
show the way. We found " Fritz Bruni," of Ober Stodcen, 
a sturdy pleasant little fellow, and I daresay he would 
gladly earn another four francs in the same business. The 
other mountain, the ascent of which can be combined with 
a bicycle ride from here, is the Niesen. Yoa ride with 
your boots in a knapsack to Wimmis, where the landlord 
of the ** Lion " (" Lowe ") can lend you alpenstocks to 
climb with. There is a bridle path all the way up the 
Niesen (7,760 feet), and an inn at the top, as well as a half- 
way house, so there is no necessity for guide or provisions, 
though it is no doubt more economical to be your own 
purveyor. The only drawback to r^'^ing to these mountains 
on a bicycle is that it necessitates your descending again to 
the same spot, whereas in both cases there are a choice of 
routes down in other directions offering you a different 
view. Still the alternative is either an expensive carriage 
drive, or the addition to your climbing of a considerable 
mileage of highroad walking. We will now pass on to 
some longer rides. Oerabd F. Cobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 
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NOTIOB. 

The latest hour for reception of oopy for '"Gazette" 
is 5.30 p.m. on Tuesdaye. 



NOTES FROM EXETER. 

The following cuttings from an account of some sports 
at Exeter will interest our readers : — 

MouNTiKa AKD DisHOUNTiNa Raos, ono mila— First 
prize, value JEl Is. ; second, 15s. Five laps. 

M. D. Ruoker, London Bicycle Club 1 

W. A. Bayley, Exeter Bicycle Club 2 

The men had to dismount four times in each lap except 
the last. Bucker led throughout, and was evidently 
accustomed to this kind of competition. He got off and on 
with the greatest facility and grace, and walked in to the 
winning-post. Rucker rode a machine of his own patent, 
and Bayley a " Carver." 

Hubble Rage, 120 yards, ten flights. — First prize, value 



£3 3s. ; second, £l lOs. 

A. H. WhaUey, Pinhoe 1 

M. D. Rucker, London Bicyde Club 2 

F. Cbenneour, Alphington 8 

A. Honey, Exeter 4 



Whalley led throughout, and beat Rucker after a hard 
struggle by about a yard. Time, 19 sec. Chenneour was 
a poor third, and Honey' a bad fourth. 

jBefore the consolation race M. D. Rucker, London 
Bicycle Club, gave an exhibition of feats of skill on the 
bicycle which were heartily appreciated. Some of the 
feats were truly wonderful, the exhibitor standing on the 
saddle, riding laying fiill length on his back, standing still 
on the machine, etc. His imitation of a learner's difficulties 
was most amusing, and in everything he acquitted himself 
very cleverly. 
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OTTEB SWIMMING CLUB. 
Our old friends the " Otters " give their annual enter- 
tainment at the St. Marylebone Baths, on Tuesday, 
October 3rd, commencing at 7 p.m., and we have no doubt 
that, as in former years, there will be a good sprinkling of 
L.B.C. men present as spectators, if not as competitors. 
The following is the programme : — 

4 lengths » 98 yards ... Open Scratch Race ... Two Prises. 

Entries Umited to 16. 
4 lengths « 08 yards ... Invitation Handicap. . Two Prizes. 

Entries limited to 26. (Otter Swimming Club barred.) 
8 lengths a 106 yards ... Invitation Handicap.. Two Prises. 

Entries limited to 25. (Otter Swimming Club barred.) 

Club Events. 

Distance Plunging Handicap Two Prizes. 

4 lengths «- 98 yards Handicap Three Prizes. 

Entries limited to 25. 
4 lengths a 98 yards... Hurdle Handicap ... Three Prizes. 
Entries limited to 25. 

6 lengths « 147 yards Handicap Three Prizes. 

Entries limited to 25. 

2 lengths « 49 yards Tub Race One Prize. 

Ornamental Swimming. 
Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. each event. Handicapper, Mr. 
Frank Sachs. Entries close on Tuesday, September 26th, 
to Mr. Geo. H. Rope, Hon. Sec, St. Marylebone Baths, 
Seymour Place, W. Admission, two shillings. 

Tickets can be obtained from C. Newman, L.B.O. The 
Baths are within five minutes' walk of the Edgware Road 
(Metropolitan) Station. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Bladd&eath Dirision. 


Sept. 16. 


Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
1 Sybom's Comer 
i 8.45, for Enthld. 
Meet N.W. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Entibld. Meet 
N.E. 


4.0, Hammersmith 
Bridge for Ewbll. 
Meet S.E. and 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for EwBiL. 
Meet W. and S.E. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Ewbll. MeetW., 
S.W., and Black- 
heath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for EwKLL. 
Meet W., S.W., 
and Croydon Ditr. 




1^ Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
' Sybom's Comer 

8.45, for Walthah 

Abbst. 


" Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Eabtcott. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Waltok- 
ok-Thaxbs. 
Meet S.W. 


Kingston Station 
4.15, forWALloiT' 
on-Thakbs. 
Meet W. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Cbawlbt. Meet 
Blaokheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church, 
8.15, for Cbawlbt. 
Meet Croydon Diy. 




Lea Bridge Bd. 8.80, 
' Sybom's Comer 
8.45, for Abbiboi. 


"Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Babnbt. 


4.0, Hammersmith 
Bridge for Knvos- 
Tov. Social with 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for Circular 
Bon. Meet W. for 
Social. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Oodbtobb. Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for GoD- 
8T0NB. Meet 
Croydon Dir. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DlSTEIOT. 

September 9. When yon ask a friend, whom you have 
frequently impressed with the advantages of the Clnb in 
general and the sociability of Saturday runs in particular, 
to one of the meets, and the entire muster is found to 
consist of yourself, you are apt to feel small. Such was the 
case in this district on Saturday, and, moreover, no excuse 
was forthcoming. The weather was all that a cloudless 
sky and a cool breeze could make it, and the roads were in 
grand condition. After waiting till ten minutes past four 
the pair left Syborn's Comer, having decided to take the 
longer but more pleasant route through Abridge and 
Navestock Side; and very pleasant it proved when 
Ghigwell was passed, and all signs of bricks and mortar, 
superior residences, and eligible freeholds left behind. At 
Passingford Bridge, water lilies and swans lent quite a 
charm to the respectable expanse which the Roding here 
forms itself into. And then on through the pretty lanes 
by Shanks Mill, where the rural surroundings, and the 
scenery seen by the aid of the clearest of atmospheres, 
prompted a feeUng of compassion for those who are unable 
to appreciate them. From Navestock Side a broad road 
with a capital surface led to Brentwood, where the "White 
Hart/' a good sized hostehy, was selected, and the machines 
being duly stabled, a short walk was taken. A substantial 
tea was just finished when a good muster of the Pickwick 
B.C. came in, forming a striking contrast to the solitary 
member and friend. The main road being unfavourably 
reported, it was decided to return by the same way, and a 
start was made at 7.80. No traffic was met till the Ongar 
road was reached, where market carts asserted their usual 
claim to the whole of the road. The fireworks at the 
Ghingford F6te were seen to advantage. Walthamstow 
was reached without a dismount, and when the pair 
separated at the Marshes the run was voted a great success. 
Present : Eelsey (visitor) and A. Lloyd. 



N.W. Dmtriot. 
We had a most successful run in this district, both in 
regard to weather and the attendance, a party of eight 
leaving Tally ho ! including Lyne from the N.E. The 
North road was fairly alive with tricyclists, who were 
returning from the fifty miles road trial. At the "Duke of 
York " we found a large number of wheelmen congregated, 
McCuUum being spotted among them. Tiiis spot had been 
the finish, of the race, and we learnt that Lowndes had won 
it in the splendid time of 3 hrs. 47 min. ; Marriott, who 
was second, was disqualified owing to his having dropped 
three miles out of the distance, our former member, W. 
Parker, taking bis place. We journeyed on to our destina- 
tion from here via Northaw, Carbon Hill, and Newgate 
Street, those members who had not been this route before 
admiring it immensely ; the roads were also in first-class 
order. Price and two friends had just arrived from Rick- 
mansworth when we reached the "Five Horse Shoes," 
where as usual we had a really good tea, " macadam " pie 
being the chief item in the menu. We were joined at 
intervals by Alison and Langmore, so that we had a very 
fair muster. It was quite dark when we started for home, 
so that the hilly lanes scattered the party a good deal for 
the first two miles. A halt was called at the top of Wyld 
Hill for the stragglers, and here Price and his two friends, 
accompanied by Alison, left us for Rickmansworth. In 
mounting, two men managed to have spills, but without 
any disastrous effect. In due time we all arrived at 
Finchley safely, and made for our various homes. Distance 
35i miles. Present : Alison, C. L. Hill, W. W. Howard, 
Jackson, Keynes, Langmore, Lown, Lyne, McBean, Price, 
Tulloch, two visitors, and 

W. J. Williams, District Captain. 

As I shall be away for the remaining three runs of the 
season, Mr. Price has kindly consented to take my place. 
I therefore hope that our N.W. members will cordially 
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sapport him by making tha mnsteiB as large as they ought 
to be, and also do their best to keep up the great improve- 
ment in our average thb season. It is feff better than that 
of the last two seasons, but unless all do their share during 
the next three Saturdays, it must fall short of what was 
expected last Marcb. Now, for a good number of men to 
put in an appearance at three consecutive runs is not too 
much to ask or to expect. W. J. Williams, D.C. 

S.W. DiSTBICT. 

9th September.— Favoured by charming weather and a 
small and select company, Saturday's run could not be 
otherwise than most enjoyable. The aiternoon was certainly 
too lovely to be employed in wheel-grinding over dusty 
main roads, so it was with a feeling of satisfaction that we 
made at once for the unfrequented bye-ways which formed 
our afternoon's route. Leaving Kingston we followed the 
Surbiton Lanes as far as Cock-crow Hill, here a turning to 
the right by Long Ditton Church passed us into leafy lane^ 
whose over-hanging trees afforded a grateful shade. This 
pleasing order of things, varied by occasional intervals of 
breezy upland commons, formed the chief characteristic of 
our wanderings. Passing through Claygate, we were soon 
in Claremont wood—a fitting spot for our next year's D.C. 
to have an open air tea party — and then on to Ockshott 
Heath, where the heather, looking like purple carpet in the 
sunlight, formed a perfect contrast to the back-ground of 
sombre pine-woods. Soon after Ockshott village we took a 
lane to the right, and presently, guided by a sign post, 
worthy of all praise, another turning in the same direction 
brought us into the property of the Stud Company, with its 
neat park railings and extensive stablings. A few more 
minutes and we were passing through Stoke d'Abernon, an 
exceedingly retired village, famous we daresay for many 
reasons, but sufficient it is for us here to note, the trim 
beauty of the cottage gardens and the general luxuriousness 
of the foliage. At Cobham we were joined by our Moulsey 
member, Meyer, who, accompanied by his two dogs, had 
followed our tracks. After a good tea at the " Red Lion " 
and plenty of miscellaneous conversation we commenced 
the return journey by the direct road, a splendid evening 
forming a fitting finish to a perfect autumn day. Present : 
Meyer, E. Paxon, E. J. SherrifF, H. H. SherriflF, one visitor, 
three dogs, and 

Abthub E. Bugkleb, District Captain. 

S.E. DlOTEICT. 

Sept. 9th. The arrivals at the Fire Station for this 
afternoon's run to Enockliolt were not numerous ; indeed 
tbey were not four ! Parker certainly came, but he soon 
left us, and as S. Herbert had come over the handles and 
was obliged to go back through smashing his lamp, only 


two men represented the Croydon Division as far as Lock's 
Bottom. Here we found the Blackheath Division with 
Stephen Smith at their head, and some young visitors, who 
rode well and gave promise of great things when th^y are 
a little older, and can join the L.B.C. On reaching the 
" Three Horse Shoes " we found the Editor, who had ridden 
on direct, enjoying his pipe on the grass, and looking the 
very picture of contentment Tea having been ordered to 
be ready in about half an hour, Oswald took advantage of 
the opportunity to inveigle several of the men into a walk, 
to see something or the other, and those who know what an 
inveterate ambulator he is will not be surprised when they 
hear that some were very glad to sit down to tea after- 
wards. Tea ! did I say ? Yes, tea ! and a wonderftd tea, too ; 
I don't think there ever was a more muddling old bungler 
in the waitering line than was the bald-headed proprietor 
of the '* Three Horse Shoes." When we went to this same 
inn some few months ago there was a peculiar old Scotch 
woman at the head of affairs, but now there is no head or 
tail, as far as I can see : it is all odds and ends, certainly 
odds that you will not get what you want. After allowing 
upwards of an hour to cook six chops, fourteen of us sat 
down at a miserably lighted table, containing the aforesaid 
six chops, several cups and saucers, and nothing else what- 
ever. So we waited. First came the tea-pot, on putting 
down which the genius looked as if everjrthing were ready. 
A special journey was therefore made by him for the next 
thing, and he brought jam, eggs, and bacon, but no plates : 
journey No. 2 half a stale loaf, and a few cold plates, but 
no knives and forks : journey No. 3 a dim lamp, still no 
knives, forks, milk, or bread fit to be eaten. Journey No. 4 
brought knives, and at last we made a sort of beginning. 
Eggs were wanted, eggs were ordered, eggs were promised, 
but after waiting a long time our hairless Mercury gravely 
said that they were " on the road." The worthy Substitute 
very properly kept this stupid fellow hard at it all tea time, 
what with one thing and another, and in the depth of his 
agony he could not help crying out, " It is impossible to do 
more than you can do." Dreadful truism to have to swallow 
instead of respectable food ! However, by dint of sheer 
hard labour and worry we at last got through the meal, 
and then again the penny-a-head-wasb nuisance of this 
inn cropped up. The landlord would have it that we had 
all washed, and so charged in the bill, whereas only the 
Blackheathens (naturally !) had done so. Altogether there 
was plenty of ftm but very little comfort, and it is hoped 
some one else will have the management of this house 
before we visit it again. 

xiiu ntio uoiiio Woo uoui/iuua. mo jjuiifuro urcatuo 
jammed, necessitating a dismount to straighten it, but no 
other incidents of importance occurred, and the various 
homes are believed to have been reached by ten o'clock. 
Present ; C. A. Brown, M. H. Dicker, S. Herbert, P. C. 
Marten, H. G. Middleton, H. G. Morgan, J. C. Oswald, 
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C. K Parker, S. P. Smith, S. E WheaUer, P. M. Williams, 
T. W. Toung, four visitors, and 

H. 0. A. Browk, District Captain. 

IlfPOBTANT. 

Members are again reminded of the annual S.E. Road 
Trial, to be held on 2drd instant. I hope to receive several 
more entries. Time and place of starting will be found in 
the Gazbttb. H. 0. A. Brown. 



SURREY BICYCLE CLUB AUTUMN RACE MEETING. 

The popularity of the race meetings organised by this 
old-established Club increases, as on Saturday last at 
Eennington Oval the attendance at the Autumn Meeting 
was larger than on any previous occasion. At a rough 
computation, there were fully 6,000 spectators. The weather, 
too, was beautifully fine, and as everything was carried out 
by the officials in their accustomed efficient and punctual 
manner, the gathering passed off most satisfactorily. On 
the whole the racing was good, the various contests for the 
most part being keenly contested, though P. L. Adam, with 
55 yards start, had a rather easy task set him in the final 
of the One Mile Handicap, as be came away at a cracker 
200 yards from home, and won handsomely. In the 
Invitation Quarter-Mile (one lap) Race some good men 
were brought together, two only contesting each heat, and 
after some fine racing the event fell to the Cambridge 
University representative, J. S. Whatton, by a foot, though 
J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C., with whom the final was run, 
and who rode very gamely, was not well treated by his 
opponent, as Whatton took the inside position before he 
was even half a length ahead, and likewise ran him very 
wide the last 150 yards. The Two Miles Club Handicap 
fell to the veteran K Tyler, after a rattling race with 
B. Hewitt, by a yard, both starting off the 250 mark. The 
victory was a very popular one, as Tyler is well known to 
those who attend these meetings, and is likewise one of the 
oldest members of the Club. For the Ten Miles Race, 
which usually evokes a considerable amount of interest, out 
of an entry of nine only four faced the starter, Whatton 
(after his previous efforts being indisposed) and Liles (who 
had expressed his intention of starting, but, owing to his 
engagement at Stamford Bridge Grounds, in the Mile 
Handicap, which he won, arrived too late to compete) 
being the most conspicuous absentees. Therefore there 
was only a small field to contest for the valuable and 
handsome trophy, and the excitement did not run quite so 
high, owing to the race being tamely contested until half 
a mile from home, from which point the racing commenced 
in earnest. Popplewell was singled out as the most likely 
winner, but, as was anticipated, after a waiting race, Gaskell 
put on a magnificent spurt 200 yards from the winning- 
post, and, after a magnificent finish with Popplewell, won, 
amidst great excitement, by a couple of yards. Gaskell 
has only recently come into prominence on the London 



racing path, but has been highly successful, and bids Ceut 
to rank amongst the foremost of our 'cyclists. Wellington's 
Light Cavalry Band was in attendance, and it is needless to 
state played in an efficient manner. Details appended :— 

Onb Mile Handicap (open). 

Heat 1 : F. L. Adam, London, 55 yards start, first ; 
J. Hunter, Sutton, 70, second ; F. Eldridge, Weybridge 
F.C., 100, third ; H. Huber, Highgate, 110, fourth ; N.C. 
M'Gaw, Clapham, 120, ; W. Bowden, Surrey, 150, 0. 
Won by twenty-five yards ; two yards between second and 
third. Time 3 min. 9^ sec. 

Heat 2 : J. H. Pibel, Star, 110, first ; J. Latham Clark, 
EsECx, 77, t ; F. S. Buckingham, Brixton Ramblers, 125, t; 
J. R Hamilton, Druids, scratch, ; C. D. Vesey, Surrey, 
40, ; W. Travers, Clapham Park, 140, ; T. Moore, 
Brixton Ramblers, 145, 0. Won by six yards ; dead-heat 
for second between Clark and Buckingham. Time, 3 min. 
lOf sec. 

Heat 3 : W. Popplewell, Ipswich, scratch, first ; L. B. 
Reynolds, London, 80, second ; G. S. Row, Homsey, 110, 
third ; F. Allport, Sutton, 50, ; 0. R. Oxx, Surrey, 110, ; 
R E. Knight, Southwark, 120, ; F. Farrer, Biggleswade, 
130, ; S. Russell, Surrey, 160, 0. Won by half a length ; 
twenty yards dividing second and third. Time, 3 min. 
16| sec. 

Heat 4 : M. J. R. Dnndas, London Scottish, 40, first ; 
W. Duflfy, Beumond, 125, second ; H. F. Wilson, Surrey, 
80, third ; H. Keen, Chelsea, 65, ; F. G. Wigley, Trafalgar, 
100, ; M. V. Cassal, Ramblers Cycling Club, 120, ; 
P. H. Hiatt, Manor Park, 130, ; S. T. Brown, Victor, 
140, 0. Won by a length ; five yards between second and 
third. Time, 3 min. 9f sec. 

Heat 5 : P. J. M'Kinlay, Beckenham, 55, first ; A. 
Titchener, Swindon Amateur, 90, second ; J. C. P. 
Tacagni, City of London, 35, third; B. Daunton, Trafalgar, 
100, ; W. C. Herring, Ramblers Cycling, 130, ; K S. 
Flinn, Orsett, 140, 0. Won by six yards; a similar distance 
separating second and third. Time, 3 min. 13f sec. 

Heat 6 : F. E S. Perry, Norwood, 70, first ; H. B. 
Clayson, Brixton, 140, second ; W. A. Heasman, Lee, 120, 
third ; C. L. Huber, Highgate, 90, ; H, C. White, Clapham 
Park, 110, ; B. Hewitt, Surrey, 125, ; J. Griffiths (late 
U.C.AC.), 150, 0. Perry took the lead in the second lap, 
and won easily ; good race for places. Time, 3 min. 
15} sec. 

Final Heat : F. L. Adam, London, 55, first ; M. J. R. 
Dundas, London Scottish, 40, second ; P. J. M'Kinlay, 
Beckenham, 55, third ; F. E. S. Perry, Norwood, 70, fourth ; 
J. H. Pibel, Star, 110, fifth ; W. Popplewell, Ipswich, 
scratch, 0. Pibel cut out the work for three laps, followed 
by M'Kinlay, Perry lying third until entering the last lap, 
when he was passed by Dundas. Three hundred yards 
from home Dundas took the lead, and half-way through 
the lap Adam made his effort, and passed all the lot with 
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a well-timed spurt, and eventually won easily by twenty-five 
yards ; one yard only separated second and third, and three 
yards third and fourth. Time, 3 min. 10 sec. 

OiTB Lap (Quarteb-Mile) Invitation Scratch Race. 

Heat 1 : W. Popplewell, Ipswich, first ; C. D. Vesey, 
Surrey, 0. A waiting race for 200 yards. Then Popplewell, 
who had inside position, came away, and though Vesey put 
on a good spurt at the finish, the Ipswich man finally won 
by a length. Time, 52f sec. 

Heat 2 : J. R. Hamilton, Druids, first ;,M. J. R. Dundas, 
London Scottish, second. Hamilton led all the way, and 
won, after a fine finish, by twenty-five yards. Time, 46| sec. 

Heat 3 : J. S. Whatton, first ; F. Allport, Sutton B.C., 
second. Won easily by a length and a half. Time, 49 sec. 

Heat 4 ; J. C. P. Tacagni, City of London, first ; H. W. 
Gaskell, Ranehigh H., second. Won easily. Time, 46^ sec. 

SECOND BOUKP. 

Heat 1 : Hamilton, first ; Popplewell, second. Won 
easily by three length. Time, 47f sec. 

Heat 2 : Whatton, first ; Tacagni, second. A splendid 
race, Whatton finally winning by a length. Time, 46/ sec. 

Final Heat : Whatton, first ; Hamilton, 0. Hamilton, who 
had the inside position, wentaway with the lead, but Whatton, 
putting all in, got level with him before ^oing eighty yards, 
and a little further on dashed in front and took the inside 
position. It was a dangerous proceeding, for Hamilton, who 
was getting steam up at the same time, had to steer out to 
avoid scraping his backwheel, and rounding the bend for 
home, where Hamilton made his effort, he was bored out 
very wide by Whatton, who finished half a yard ahead 
amidst great cheering. No appeal coming from Hamilton, 
Whatton's number after a slight delay w^s hoisted. This, 
we believe, is Hamilton's last race in the old country. He 
will sail for America in a few days. 

Two Miles Membebs* Handicap. 

For Challenge Gup presented by C. D. Vesey. 

E. Tyler, 250 yards start, first ; B. Hewitt, 250, second ; 
H. F. Wilson, scratch, third ; S. Russell, 830, fourth ; B. 
Russell, 340, fifth ; G. R. Oxx, 200, ; W. Bowden, 170, 0. 
Tyler took the lead in the fourth lap, and finishing the 
mile (time, 3 min. 4| sec.) he was leading by three yards, 
with Hewitt in hot pursuit, and a grand race ensued 
between the pair for the remainder of the distance. A 
hundred and fifty yards from home Hewitt spurted for the 
lead, and again in the straight, but Tyler, served by the 
inside position, and riding with great pluck and judgment, 
just managed to hold his own, and finally won, amidst great 
applause, by half a leugth ; eighty yards divided second 
and third. A rare race between the Russelis from start to 
finish, S. Russell finally proving the conqueror. Time, 
6 min. 46f sec. 



Ten Miles Sobatoh Rage (Open). 
For Silver Challenge Cup, value 50 guineas, presented by 
the members of the Surrey Bicycle Club. 

There were nine entries, and four started and finished in 
the following order : — H. W. Gaskell, Ranelagh H., first ; 
W. Popplewell, Ipswich, second ; C. D. Vesey, Surrey, third ; 
M. J. R. Dundas, London Scottish, fourth. It was a 
waiting race, so the pace was slow until the last mile. 
Popplewell, Dundas, and Vesey each acted in turn as 
pioneer, but neither attempted to get away until the sixth 
mile, in which there was a short brush between Vesey, 
Popplewell, and Dundas. Gaskell was quite satisfied 
with bringing up the rear, not caring to force matters, 
so racing did not commence in earnest till a lap and a 
half from home, where Gaskell challenged for the lead, 
and entering the last lap the Ranelagh Harrier was first, 
Popplewell second, and Dundas third. The excitement 
was now intense, and a grand struggle ensued between 
Popplewell and Gaskell, but the Ipswich man, although he 
drew up level about^l50 yards from home, failed to get by, 
and Gaskell, served by the inside position, finally won 
cleverly by two yards ; eight separated second and third. 
Dundas eased twenty-five yards from home. Mile times : — 
One, 3 min. 49 sec. ; two, 7 min. 33 sec. ; three, 11 min. 
30 sec. ; four, 15 min. 24 sec. ; five, 19 min. 4^ sec. ; six, 
22 min. 49 sec. ; seven, 26 min. 46 sec. ; eight, 30 min. 
52 sec. ; nine, 34 min. 57 sec. ; ten, 38 min. 26f sec. 

The previous competitions for the cup have resulted as 
under G. Lacy Hillier (ex-Amateur Champion), April 30, 
1881. Time, 35 min. 53^ sec. J. F. Griffith, London B.C., 
September 10, 1881. Time, 37 min. 55 sec. C. A. Palmer, 
Speedwell B.C., dead-heat with J. F. Griffith, London B.C., 
April 22, 1882. Time, 38 min. 52f sec. In running off at 
the Crystal Palace track, on June 3, 1882, the former won 
easily by four yards. Time, 31 min. 17f sec.— Sporting 
Life. ^^^^^^^^ 

THE FIFTY MILES TRICYCLE CHAMPIONSHIP. 

BECO&D TIME BEATEN. 
Committee : John Browning, L.T.O., Chairman ; S. H. R. Salmon, 

L.T.C. ; E. Thornton, Finchley T.C. ; 0. Wimbnah, Finchley T.C. ; 

R. J. BeU, Weet Kensington T.C. ; J. W. Elton, W.KT.C. ; F. S. 

Cobb, Acton T.C. ; W. T. Davey, Acton T.C, Honorary Secretary. 

Jndge': W. Lindsay Walters, President Finchley T.C. Starter and 

Timekeeper : The representative of the SparHng Life. 

On Saturday Iast,Hhe third annual road competition for 
the fifty miles tricycle championship was decided on the 
6reat;.North Road, starting from Can wick Corner, two miles 
north of Barnet, travelling northwards through Potter's Bar, 
Hatfield, Welwyn, Stevenage, Hitchin, to a point just beyond 
the pretty village of Ickleford, where a turn was made, and 
the same route followed homewards. What can be done 
on a tricycle was fully shown in this contest, as both 
Lowndes and Marriott covered the full distance at a pace 
which rather exceeded thirteen miles an hour all the 
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way, and both accomplished the jonmey fully half an hour 
quicker than any other of their opponents, and we may 
state as well that the bicyclists who proposed leading the 
above-named competition were unable to go the pace with 
them for the fall journey. The following are particulars : — 

Time for Time for 
20 miles. 50 milec 
H.^lf. H. M. a. 

1. M. J. Lowndes, Congleton, « Coventry 

Rotary" 1 « ... 8 47 40 

2. T. R Marriott, Nottingham, "Humber" 1 48 ... 8 20 50 
8. W. B. Parker, Finchley T.O., 'ICheyloB- 

more" 1 66 ... 4 28 25 

4. P. 6. Hebblethwaite, London T.C., 

"Humber" 2 0... 4 27 5 

5. P. T.Letchford,FinchleyT.C., "Premier" 2 8 ... 4 87 55 

6. A. T. Nixon, London T.O., "Premier" 2 8 ... 4 48 

7. a. Smith, Merry RoyerBT.C./'Humber" 2 12 ... 4 50 10 

8. W. Bonrdon, Bromley, " Chqrletmore " 5 8 
0. E. W. Attwood, West Kensington T.O., 

"Hnmber" 

0. E. B. Stroud (unattached), "Humber" 
0. T. Whittaker, Thanet, " Premier " ... 
0. L. Grose, CamberweU, *' Humber " ... 
0. W. Taylor (unattached), "Premier" ... 
0. E. E. Thorpe, London T.O., "Premier" 

Seven medals were presented to those competitors who 
covered the course in five hours, a feat accomplished by no 
less than seven of the competitors, whilst another, Bourdou, 
just missed by but 3 sec. In a race of this kind but little 
description is necessary, Lowndes, who was the second man 
despatched, overtaking Bourdon before a mile had been 
covered, and Marriott, who was sent off seventh, had before 
finishing the twelfth mile near Welwyn, taken second place, 
Parker here being thrown, Hebblethwaite fourth. This order 
was continued to the finish, the men being placed by the 
judge as above. A protest laid against Marriott on the 
ground of having gone the wrong course, remains in abey- 
ance, but from the inquiries made by our representatives 
from the different competitors, it appears to be groundless. 
There was not the slightest attempt at interference on the 
part of the police authorities, though several officers were 
stationed at different points on the route. — Sporting Life, 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule iO enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Ci4>tain. The f oUowing Ust of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions our 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

Sept. 16.— Brighton B.C. Annual Meeting. 
Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 

On Saturday, Keen, the bicyclist, of Loudon, sustained a 
serious accident at the Recreation Grounds, Aberdeen. He 
was riding a return match with Waller, of Newcastle, but 
in the very first round Keen missed his treadle and fell 
heavily on the track. He alighted on his left side, and his 
shoulder and chest were severely in^nred.— Standard. 



ECHOES. 

Why do some of our Bath medallists fight shy of the 
S.E. Handicap ? Is it because they rode so gallantly in 
the spring when they were in hard training, ana now, after 
a long period of pipes and lawn tennis — ^the Mte noir of 
Distnct Captains — ^tney fear to risk their reputations when 
out of condition ? They need not be afraid, for everyone 
knows the S.E. road examination is always entered for by 
numbers of men who are only in ordinary ridinff form, and 
that it is understood that no reputations shall be made 
or marred by it. 

**•••• 

I spent fifteen minutes, the other day, trying to induce 
a man to enter, without success— a man, too, who, if he 
competed, would probably start very near the scratch mark 
and DC close up at the finish. 

• ♦ • m " m • 

It seems I was wrong last week when I said the limit 
would be twenty minutes. It is now currently reported 
by ''some one who knows" that the limit man will have 
twenty-five minutes' grace accorded to him. 

Not content with securing the Ladies' record, the S.W. 
are evidently trying for the canine one as well ; two 
retrievers and a collie being present at Gobham on 
Saturday. 

The S.W. dog is anxious to arrange a match with the 
representative tike of any other district under the following 
terms: twenty-four hours on the Bath road. Depdts of 
Spratt's biscuits to be provided at intervals. The loser to 
stand a feed to all L.B.C. dogs. 

• ••*•* 

The N.E. Division provides a splendid exemplification of 
the proverb, " When the cat's away," but I can assure them 
that he'll be back next Saturday. 

• ««••• 

They say that the N.W. D.C. is meditating evil against 
those members of his District who shall not nave attended 
a single run during the season ; therefore, while there is 
yet an opportunity, escape his wrath, ye lazy ones. 

Rambleb. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(COMTINUID FBOM CUB LAST.) 

§ 6. TAun to Interlachen. 

MUes. 

— Than. 

8| Gwatt. 

6| Spiezmoos. 

8} Faolenaee. 

12} Leisagen. 

15 Bitrligen. 

18i Interlachen (l^ Unteneen). 

Up to a little beyond Spiezmoos the road is the same as 

to Spiez (see Shorter Excursions § 5 b), but here, instead of 

turning down to your left to Spiez, you maintain a straight 

course and come down on the level of the lake a little 

further on at Faulensee. At Spiezmoos you are some 250 

feet above Faulensee, but the descent is not continuous and 

nowhere steep. In retuniing, however, from Interlachen, if 

tired and wanting a rest this will be your best stage for a 
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dismount; otherwise there are no occasions for dismounting 
in either direction anywhere on this road. In leaving Thun 
for excursions on this side, the great feature in the view is 
the range of snow mountains, the Oberland giants as they 
are called, which come one after another into view as you 
increase your distance along the level road across the plain. 
It may therefore be of service if I indicate the order in 
which they " open out." The Blumlis Alp, by fiEtr the most 
lovely of tbem all, is seen to perfection from the terrace 
and windows of the Thunerhof itself, and, whether looked 
at in the cold clear morning light in its shimmer of blue 
ice, ox in the evening, when its snows are suffused with the 
warm afterglow ("Alpengliihen **) of sunset, it is one of 
those sights which live on for ever in the memory of the 
traveller to brighten liis dull days at home — a radiant spot 
to which he can turn in imagination with inexhaustible 
delight at times when the realities of life are hard and 
dreary. To the left of this, above an intervening ridge of 
mountains, may also be observed from the hotel a little 
triangular peak of pure white snow, which is part of the 
Gespaltenhom. But on quitting the town three fine snow 
mountains come instantly into view, which (naming them in 
their order as looked at from right to left) are the Jungfrau, 
the Monch, and the Eiger. About a mile further on you 
will get sight of a double-peaked mountain, steeper, and 
therefore (as the snow finds no permanent lodgment on its 
rocky cliffs) darker than the others, but with a small plumy 
crest of snow near the summit of each peak ; these peaks 
are the Great and Little Shreckhorn. Last of all, as you 
get across to the other side of the lake you have as furthest 
to the left the Wetterhorn. 

From Faulensee to Darligen the road skirts the lake all 
the way, and is very lovely indeed. It is longer than it 
looks on the map, as it has to wind along the crumpled 
shore, twisting in and out of each little bay and creek with 
which it is indented, and occasionally mounting up 100 feet 
or so to avoid some jutting precipice ; but this only makes 
the ride the more enjoyable. There is no possibility of any 
mistake of route as far as Darligen in going, but in return- 
ing it is well to note that the road forks about a mile on 
the Thun side of Leissigen, and that the right or lower road 
nearest the lake should be taken. Darligen is the station 
of the Bodeli railway which conveys the steamboat passen- 
gers from the lake of Thun to that of Brienz, passing though 
Interlachen on its way. It runs between our road and the 
lake for about 1^ mile to the head of the lake ; at this 
point the road crosses it, forking to the left, and leads 
straight away in another 1^ mile to Unterseen, the old or 
native part of Interlachen. The main street here bears 
round to the right and is paved (no occasion to dismount), 
and leads over three bridges and a railway crossing to the 
new town of Interlachen. Here, turning to the left, you 
soon find yourself in a smooth broad road flanked by magnifi- 
cent hotels on the left-hand side, and on the right a fine 



row of trees with a promenade under them. This, the 
famous Hohe-weg " or High Street of Interlachen, is one 
of the most " fashionable " resorts on the Continent, and 
the bicyclist as he rides along must be prepared to run the 
gauntlet of the criticisms of the gaily attired lazy crowd of 
idlers of all nations. I have, however, generally found their 
remarks complimentary, and that the contrast afforded to 
their own life by the sight of excursionists of more 
athletic and enterprising habits has provoked a semblance, 
at any rate, of penitent admiration. Some of the hotels are 
remarkably handsome buildings, and are well set off by 
the fine open drives, and beds gay with the brightest flowers 
in front of them. But the sight, of course, to which your 
eyes will turn whenever the crowd of paraders thins and 
sets them free from vigilant steering, is the Jungfrau, as it 
rises sublimely at the head of the Lauterbrunnen Valley on 
your right. You will best enjoy this by extending your 
ride up the valley, a course for which I will reserve my 
description for another section. 

I mentioned in one of my early letters having seen a native 
bicvclist in B&le. I have met two others in or near Inter- 
lachen. Both of them were dismounted when I saw them, and 
I had no opportunity of closely inspecting their machines ; one 
of them, however, was probably of English make, the other 
unmistakably proclaimed the Continental character of its 
origin and owner bv the presence, incredible as it may seem, 
of a red velvet saddle ! Most of us have experienced the 
misery of even having to eat one's dinner seated on red 
velvet ; the horrors of riding on it are truly purgatorial, and 
if the Bicycle Union wishes to devise an adequate penance 
for "ropers," let them sentence them to ride their next 
handicap on red velvet. I have still vivid recollections of 
having been once enticed at Vevey, some ten years b.ro, into 
hiring a boneshaker (of superior Paris build) of which I had 
caught sight in a blacksmith's shop for a morning ride along 
the Lake of Geneva to Chillon, and which had velvet fixings. 
The road was lovely ; but I had to withdraw from table 
d^Mte life and take my meals au solitaire aud standing for 
some days afterwards. The only other 'cycles I have seen 
in Switzerland this summer were two tri's, one near Thun 
ridden by an Italian, and the other at Zurich, and one 
other bicycle of native make at Lucerne. In North Italy, 
especially about the Lago Maggiore, they are more common. 
The Italians of Lombardy are a particularly active race, 
and surprisingly like Englishmen in dress, build, and 
general habits. I know of no town in which the general 
aspect of street life, as regards briskness and activity, so 
much resembles that of London as Milan. At Milan there 
is a considerable manufactory of bicycles, and also a 
flourishing but somewhat exclusive Bicycle Club. One of 
their rules is (I was told) that their members should 
possess English machines, and as these, owing to the high 
duties, are necessarily very expensive, the ranks of the Club 
can only be recruited from the wealthy. As far back as 
1874 I can remember seeing bicycles in Milan, and, as the 
sun was intensely hot the day I was there, I was amused at 
seeing them coming along with great umbrellas screwed 
into the headpiece like a Metropolitan 'bus. Very nice, no 
doubt, as a sun protector on a hot day, but how about a 
sudden gust of wmd at a street comer ! 

As my ranffe of riding this summer has extended over 
fifteen out of the twen^-two Cantons of Switzerland the 
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small number of bicycles I have met will seem some- 
what astonishing, especially the entire absence of English 
riders. My ran^e, however, has not included the Lake of 
Geneva, which is the district hitherto most visited by 
bicyclists. Bicycles are made at Geneva, but they are of 
somewhat flimsy construction, fitted for ''promenading" 
along the asphalte streets, or for making the circuit of Uie 
Lake (a very favourite ride) when the roads are at their 
best, but not adapted for hillsj or rough work of any kind. 
I think there is a Bicycle Club at deneva, but I am not 
sure. There was one at Bern two years ago, but I am told 
it does not now survive. The ^eat obstacle to the spread 
of bicycling amon^ the Swiss is the expense. The Swiss 
are a very athletic and plucky race, and the si^ht of a 
bicyclist seems to inspire them with great enthusiasm and 
ambition, but it is sadly damping to their ardour when to 
the invariable question, " How much does it cost ? '* you 
have to reply "Four hundred or four hundred and fifty 
franks," i,e,, £16 or £18. I shall never forget the 
look of blank dismay which spread over the faces of a 

r'oup of young University students at Zurich, to whom 
was explaining the construction of my machine when this 
terrible bombshell was thro^ among them. J am afraid, 
however, that allowing for duty and carriage this is the 
very least at which a really good English machine could be 
procured by them. There is, however, such strong evidence 
of inclination for the pastime that I should not be surprised 
if a good market might be found there for fairly ^ood 
English bicycles at second-hand prices if some enterprising 
agency were established for the purpose. When we were at 
Lucerne we kept our bicycles in the coach-house at the 
"National," and were muck amused at the appearance 
there, two or three days after our arrival, of a bone- 
shaker of somewhat enormous proportions, and of the 
ffidest and heaviest construction. The front wheel had 
eight huge spokes, or should have had, for one was missing. 
It had evidently been placed in the coach-house as a kind 
of demonstration of the advanced culture of the place, for 
fear we should think the inhabitants so far behind the age 
as to have no such locomotive ideas. The owner, a pleasant 
young fellow, seemed very happy in the possession of it : 
but I am sure nothing but extreme enthusiasm could 
maintain muscle, nerve, and spirit under such a severe 
strain as the propulsion of this.cumbrous vehicle would put 
upon them. 1 

The subject of native inter^t in bicycles reminds me of 
a remark made to me two years ago which forms one of the 
best sentences I know of for illustrating the main difference 
in vowel sounds between Swiss ^rman and correct German. 
According to proper pronunciation the compound vowels 
"au" and "ei" resemble our English "ow^' (in "how," 
" brow," etc.), and our long "i" (as in "ice," "life"), but 
from Swiss mouths they emerge like " ow " in " blow, and 
"i" in "caprice,*' respectively. A boy was ejring my 
bicycle with manifest eagerufss when I was having my 
lunch at Vitznau one day on the Lake of Lucerne, and I 
offered to give him a mount to try it. His remark was : 
" Ei ! ich daube doch meine Beine sind zu klein ! " If ^ny 
German scholar, and I have no doubt the L.B.C. contains 
not a few, will just say this sentence with the " ei's " and 
the "au " pronounced a la Suisse he will see how comically 
it sounds, and understand why it should have dwelt so long 
in my memory. Geeard F. Gobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) * 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gaaette. 

Sir, — In reading through the " Echoes " in last week's 
Gazette I find tbit "Mr. Bamblet" would like to have 
some expression of opinion of the L.B.C. Committee on 
the advisability or non-advisability of giving a ball I 
thought that an L.B.C. ball, or, at all events, a S.E. ball, 
was a firmly established institution, and that to argue 
against it was only a way of showing oneself an unsociable, 
discontented old bachelor, utterly opposed to a most 
powerful interest connected with the Club. After the 
success of the last two S.E. balls I think the great 
majority of members can hold but one opinion, and that is, 
that the only alternative of not giving a ball is to give two 
balls. — ^I am, sir, your obedient servant, F. jB. G. 

London, 11th Sept., 1882. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — The suggestion made by " Viator," as to holding a 
General Meet on August Bank Holiday, would, I think, 
find favour with but very few. Any attempt to ride through 
the crowds who swarm round the suburbs on a Bank Holiday 
would result, if not in a failure, in a torment rather than 
a pleasure. Most riders make a point of getting as far away 
from the rag, tag, and bobtau as possible, and if any 
arrangement is contemplated, I should suggest that each 
District, or even two neighbouring Districts, should have a 
Meet of its own some distance from London. I may at 
the same time point out to " Viator," that his statement 
to the effect that it is impossible to ride round London on 
a Saturday afternoon is erroneous, and that had he read 
his Gazette of July 7th, he would have seen that the N.E, 
actually did so on the previous Saturday. — ^Yours truly, 

Sancho. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — It seems to me that the Committee give away a 
few gold medals too many nearly every year. A reference 
to the Regulation 2, re the L.B.G. Road Medals, will bring 
to light the fact that, subject to Regulation 5, the first ten 
members completing the distance within ten hours are 
entitled to gold meoak Now Regulation 5 says that the 
gold medal DO won once only by any member, etc., but it 
does not say that should any of the first ten men in be old 
medallists, No. 11, etc., are to receive gold medals. It will 
be seen that Regulation 2 entirely ignores Regulation 6. I 
therefore maintain that, in strict accordance with the 
regulations in the Blue Book, only those members in the 
first ten who are not old medallists are entitled to medals, 
and should one of the first ten men be an old medallist, the 
eleventh man is not entitled to a medal — ^Tours, etc.. 

Red Tape. 

4 — — 
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
G. F. Cobb, H. R B., S. P. S., and M. D. R., jun.— 
BfMieived with thanks. 
Galley Bell. — Very glad to hear from you again. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AJl contributionB must be addresBed to *' The Editor, L.B.O. Gaeette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and mnat bear the name of the author, though not 
neoeesarily for inBertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 5.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by DA&Liifa & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.--Sept6mb6r 14, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reoeption of oopy for " Gazette" 
is 6.80 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

THE CRAWLEY RUN. 
The S.R leave the Central Croydon Station, Katharine 
Street, at 4.15 precisely, and ride to Caterham Junction, 
on the Brighton road, where the start takes place at 4.50. 
The destination is the bridge at Crawley, close to the 
Gasometer, just before reaching the town. 
The following is the handicap : — 



J. S. Whatton ... 


... soratoh. 


A. B. Bnokler 


... 7 min. 


F. L. Adam 


... 1 min. 


S. Herbert ,^ ... 


... 7 


ft 


C. A. Brown 


... 1 


H 


H. G. Middleton 


... 7 


II 


B. K. Smith 


... 2 


II 


L Potter 


... 7 


n 


A. Barker 


... 8 


n 


E. D. SeweU ... 


... 7 


II 


J. 0. Oswald ... 


... 8 


II 


A. H. Koch 


... 8 


II 


H. G. Atkinson ... 


... 4 


II 


C. E. Parker 


... 8 


N 


H. G. Morgan ... 


... 4 


II 


J.W.Potter ... 


... 8 


II 


H. G. A. Brown... 


... 6 


n 


F. C. Marten ... 


... 9 


11 


E. H. Hindley ... 


... 5 


II 


J. F. Potter 


... 9 


M 


F. M. Williams ... 


... 5 


II 


C. F. Schmettaa... 


... 10 


II 


J. W. Yonng ... 


... 6 


II 


S. P. Smith 


... 10 


tl 


A. Day 


... 6 


II 


M. H. Dicker ... 


... 12 


It 


A. Lloyd 


... 6 


It 


S. E. Whealler ... 


... 18 


II 


H. N. Sharp ... 


... 6 


II 


E. F. Smither ... 


... 14 


11 


The O'Reilly ... 


... 6 


II 









An^ member who has not had the opportunity of 
entenng, can do so at the starting place. 

THE WIND AND THE WHEEL. 
A fnend writes me from Souiksea that it is now no 
uncommon sight on a breezy day to see a tricycle or two 
scudding over the Common under canvas. The rig most 



fancied shows a couple of Ug of mutton sails on two masts, 
one in front of the rider, the other behind him. As to the 
details of halyards, sheets, and standing rigging (if any), my 
correspondent is silent, and this is to be regretted, since the 
subject is one on which I think many of our nautical mem- 
bers would, like myself, desire to be informed. To me it 
has long seemed that to sail on wheels must be among the 
most intense of earthly joys, ranking second to and not far 
removed from open boat sailing, than which, though it 
savour of heresy to say it, there is no higher or more 
exhilarating sport. What was almost impracticable on the 
bicycle would now seem to have been completely realised on 
the tricycle, and on a ''Sociable*' would doubtless admi^ of 
higher development Here is scope for the ingenuity of 
enterprising riders, and the field is yet untrodden, though 
it was opened up long ago. I well remember how, in the 
early days of our sport, a member — like myself with a taste 
for salt water — devised a most artful arrangement of spars 
and canvas, to be elevated on the socket of my new 
forty-two-incher. How anxiously our hearts beat on 
an eventful night when, with half a gale from the S.W., 
we made for a long reach of unfrequented suburban road — 
I riding to our rendezvous, he bringing on by train the 
cumbrous arrangement of spars, sail, and cordage. At 
last all was ready for the start — mast stepped in its 
sockets on the pillar, sail hoisted and brailed up, 
sheet leading aft and rove through its block at the 
tail end of the long antiquated old spring. Then, while 
my friend shored up the top-heavy machine, blown from 
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side to side by frequent goats, I took my seat, saw that 
the lamp burned brightly on the flap of my pea-jacket 
(this was in pre-Salsbury days, when we knew no better 
mode of keeping alight), let go the brail, hauled in the 
sheet, and was launched with a cheer and a shove from my 
companion. For a couple of miles all went well ; the wind 
was dead aft, and a speed of six or seven miles an hour 
was reached. Then the inevitable came ; a heavy gibe 
nearly knocked me out of the saddle, the mast snapped 
short off, and the wreck falling athwart the bows brought 
machine and rider heavily to the ground. Subsequently 
our investigations flagged. My friend, whom I nominated 
to take the helm in the next cruise, refused to serve 
(said he was not good enough to die, and made other 
fanciful excuses) ; but it is gratifying to learn that others 
have not abandoned the enterprise. The field is a rich one, 
and there is a future in store for the adventurous L.B.C. 
man who shall yoke the wind to his wheel. A. W. B. 

THE LAZY MEMBER. 
It is so long since I ventured to indulge myself in my old 
habit of definitions that I feel a little uncertain as I once 
again try my hand at a somewhat cognate art in calling 
attention to a much-abused person whose merits are, I am 
afraid, very much undervalued by that energetic and most 
valuable body our senior officers, and whose very name is 
almost enough to make the fists of a D.C. involuntarily 
clench, and a stem expression cloud the brow of that 
eminently sanguine personage. Yet when he is really 
calmly looked at through unofficial spectacles why should 
he be the subject of so much abuse ? The D.C. will of 
course reply that he is merely a sort of deadweight in his 
District, that he makes one more in the District without 
in any way assisting at the efficiency of Club runs, and 
directly tends to decrease the percentage of members who 
have been out during the season, while he is the cause of 
much fruitless postage and much doubtful language, or 
at any rate many evil thoughts, to his proper and lawful 
chief. Granted, my good friend, and far be it from me to 
cry down, even in jest, the honest earnest labours of some of 
the most hardworking men in the Club — granted ; but, 
after all, is that percentage so all-important ? If you have 
done your best, rest contented therewith, and with the occa- 
sional halfpence which a not too indulgent public will afford 
you for your pains. You have tried to give pleasure to a 
member or members, and he or they is or are " lazy," and 
have not accepted it. But I see I am running away without 
a definition, and shall be in a fog directly. I will try a defini- 
tion then for a "lasy member." He is a member who never 
or "hardly ever" attends a Club run, writes for his Club 
Gazette, answers his District Captain, attends his Club 
race meetings, dinners, or other festivities — but (and mark 
that "but" well, my friends, and most chiefly let the 
Treasurer notice it) pays his subscription. This, the bete 


noir of D.Cs. and aj[l other hard-working people— a sad 
picture, no doubt, wit one that sometimes to my mind 
causes some feelings of pity, and at times almost of respect. 

Let us put it a different way round, and compare for a 
moment the two clanses of active and lazy membera 

The " active " member pays his guinea, and so does the 
" lazy." The former in exchange has pleasant society every 
or many Saturday afternoons ; has race meetings, admirably 
arranged, for his participation or contemplation ; has a 
Gazette, which is full of interest as describing matters in 
which he is either an active participator or is at least 
acquainted with those whose doings are described ; he has 
a Club dinner, at which, for a small extra payment, he 
enjoys himself for a very pleasant evening — not to speak of 
Club concerts, smoking concerts, and so forth ; and he has 
moreover the opportunity, which some of us cannot help 
feeling is one of the very greatest and most permanent of 
the advantages of the Club, of meeting good friends and 
forming friendships which it would take something more 
than the prohibition of all bicycles by Act of Parliament 
ever to take from us. The latter, poor fellow, has — nothing 
in exchange. The Club gatherings I have pointed out he 
does not attend, and the Club Gazette i^ ipso facto com- 
paratively uninteresting. The friendships he can hardly 
form if he never sees his fellow Clubmen ; yet unselfishly 
and uncomplaining he contributes to our funds and pro- 
motes owr enjoyment in a substantial and direct manner. 

I think I see the curl of scorn on the lips of the Club 
officials, and I hardly dare even to append an unfamihar 
nam de plume to these presents, but they are true, and 
whilst I entirely admit that the man who gives us his 
guinea with any amount of hard work does much more for 
us all than the man who gives us his guinea without it, 
still for the moment I choose to be heterodox, and to con- 
tend that we should be badly off without a certain number 
of " lazy members." Goethe. 

RACING FIXaWES. 

Bole 40 enacts that no member represent the Club at any race meeting 
without permission from the Captain. The foUowing list of Badng 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions onr 
members racbg at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list is requested 
to communicate with the Captain. 

Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale, or Exchange for 54-inch machine, a 52-inch 
" Tangent " Bicycle, in splendid running order ; adjustable 
ball bearings to both wheels. Cost £22, will take £12. 
Plated all over except rim. Address Arthur Morley, 
Colfe Lodge, Lewisham Hill, S.E. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 


N.B. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Division. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 




' Sybom's Comor 
' Abbey. 


jacK suraw s 
Castle" 8.45, for 
Eabtoott. 


Savemake Cottage 
4.0, for Walton- 
oh-Thames. 
Meet S.W. 


IklllgBTOIl otftuOn 

4.16, forWALlON- 
on-Thahxs. 
Heet W. 


Oentrai Uroydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Cbawlet. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


x>y train zrom jjAciy- 
well «t 8.80 to 
Croydon ( Meet 
Croydon Div.) for 
Cbawlet. 


S«pt 80. 


^ Lea Bridge Itd.8.S0, 
' Syborn's Comer 
8.45, for Abbidox. 


<'Jack Straw's 
Castie" 8.45, for 
Babzobt. 


4.0, Hanunenmith 
Bridge for Kiiros- 
Tojs, Social with 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for Circular 
Bnn. Meet W. for 
Social. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
Godstonb. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 


Lewisham Church 
8.80, for 60D- 
btonx. Meet 
Croydon Div. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
16th Sept. The return of the " cat " did not result in a 
very marked increase in attendance, as only four members 
attended the run, and one of these arrived with the N.W. 
at Enfield. The party of three left the Corner a little late, 
and rode by Chingford Mills and Edmonton, over by no 
means a perfect road, to join the main Enfield road about 
two miles from that place. The route was varied by the 
road being completely up in parts and a good deal mended 
in others, but it was just so much better than the route via 
Tottenham as to induce the Walthamstow contingent to 
adopt the same route on their return. The N.E. reached 
Enfield rather early and had a considerable wait for the 
N.W., but it is an old habit of theirs. Tea was: not sub- 
stantial, but good so far as it went, and about 7.30 the 
whole party left for home, the N.K dividing into two 
parties, and indeed the identity of the return route was 
very much mixed. Present ilLloyd, Lyne, Gerard Smith, 
and Thbo. Godlee, District Captain. 

N.W. DiSTBicr. 
Three members and one visitor left ''{Jack Straw's" a 
few minutes past four, and rode over the usual bumpy road 
to Tally Ho 1 Corner, where Jackson and Aiken were waiting, 
Hindley having gone on to see the North of Thames Meet. 
We decided to ride via Barnet to [see something of it 
ourselves, and were certainly amused by the varied 
machines — two, three, and four wheels, but especially by 
the costumes. You might have taken some of the riders 
for full-fledged Major-Generals. The road between Barnet 
and Enfield was in fine condition, and we indulged in some 
good legs over. Elgood had the misfortune to break his 
backbone close up by the neck while negotiating a steep 
little pitch ; he came down very gracefully on his feet, but 
the worst part was having to walk to the nearest railway 
station, carrying and wheeling his machine for the best part 
of two miles. We 'found the N.E. and Northern Guide 
awaiting us at Enfield, Lown coming up immediately after 
direct from home. A fair tea was obtained at the 



in a remarkably bare and white-washed room, Hindley and 
two friends turning up towards the end. The start home 
was made early via Green Lanes and Finchley, Hampstead 
being reached soon after nine. Present: Alison, Aiken, 
Elgood, C. L. Hill, Hindley, Jackson, Lown, three visitors, 
and E. S. Peiob, D.C.'s Sub. 

Next Saturday we run to Eastcott ("Black Horse ")> 
leaving the Heath at 4.0, Hendon Station 4.25. 

It has been decided to alter the last run to the 
" Duke o' York," Ganwick Corner, about one and a half 
miles beyond Barnet, where there is good accommodation, 
and I do hope members will turn up in force, so that the 
last run of the season may be as successful as our first 



W. District. 

Sept. 16th. ^ Only a very poor muster — if it can be called 
a muster — of West men to Ewell last Saturday. Present 
H. G. Atkinson, G. J. Neale (visitor) and 

Dai^irl T. Nops, District Captain. 

I am exceedingly sorry that illness and holida3rs have 
combined to prevent my attending the runs of the last few 
weeks, especially as the substitute I endeavoured to get has 
also been unable to ride. Our last two runs are with the 
S. W. (whose D.C. is just off to Switzerland), and I hope for 
these closing rides of the season we shall have a good 
attendance. Dai^iel T. Nops. 

S.W. District. 

Sept. 16. Our last visit to Ewell was certainly a success. 
The holiday season being now comparatively over, there was 
a large assemblage of the three districts. Our return journey 
was rather circuitous, a strong detachment proceeding via 
Croydon in order to see the last of the D.C, who was en 
route for Switzerland with an L.B.C. four. 

As this is the last run I shall be able to attend this 
season, I take the opportunity of thanking those men who 
have helped me so far in the carrying out of our runs. I 
abstain from saying anything about those who might have 
done more to assist in our pleasures, as I know the Editor 
objects to forcible language, and Messrs. Darling are short 
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of dashes. In conclnsion, I shall regard it as a personal 
favour if members will attend the two closing runs in force. 

Present on Saturday : G. L. Andreae, £. Faxon, A. H. 
Rolls, H. L. Ryan, H. H. SherriflF, C. Taylor, H. Wilkins, 
three visitors, and 

Abthub E. Buckl£&, District Captain. 

S.E. DiSTBIOT. 

Sept. 16th. The run to-day being to Ewell to meet the 
W. and S.W., and the weather being all that could be 
desired, we had a very fair show of men considering the 
time of year. There are now, however, only two more 
official runs this season, and it is believed that on dOth 
inst. at Godstone we shall score a biggest on record. May 
it be so ! The Blackheath Division with two visitors arrived 
in good time at the Fire Station, and the direct road to 
Ewell through Sutton was taken, not without several wild 
bits of spurting up the hills. On reaching the ** Glyn Arms'' 
we found the S.W. D.C. with several of his men, and as 
there was some little interval before tea time, Farker con- 
sented to give us a mild lesson in billiards. During tea 
several more men arrived, so that at last the room was 
quite full, and when the meal was over we only wanted 
Johns at the piano to make our happiness complete. Home 
was reached by most of the men by the exceedingly re- 
spectable time of nine o'clock. Fresent : A. Barker, 0. A. 
Brown, M. H. Dicker, J. Kinder, H. G. Middleton, A. 
Moriey, J. C. Oswald, C. E. Farker, A. L. Potter, J. F. 
Potter, L. Potter, C. F. Schmettau, S. P. Smith, R F. 
Smither, J. W. Toung, two visitors, and 

H. G. A. BaowN, District Captain. 
Impobtakt. 

I venturer to make one more appeal to the members of 
this District to keep themselves disengaged on the after- 
noons of the 23rd and 30th inst. These are the two last 
official runs of the season ; they are both very attractive, 
for the simple reasons that one is the Crawley Road Trial, 
and the other the wind-up Meet of the year. I really see 
no reason why the latter (destination, Godstone) should not 
be the best attended of any on record : the distance is 
trifling, the accommodation is good, and we shall be sure 
to see many of our old friends again, who will be ever so 
welcome, even if it should be their first attendance this 
year. Why should not the whole District come ? 

H. G. A. BaowH. 
Blackheath DivmoN. 

As the run to Crawley is rather long, we will go by the 
3.30 train from Ladywdl to Croydon next Saturday. 

Stephen P. Smith. 

NOTICR 

Some members have not yet settled up for their race 
tickets, and I must urge upon them the necessity of doing 
so at once, as they are keeping the Club accounts open. 

E. 8. FniOB, Hon. Sec. 



RAVINGS OP A CYCLOMANIAC— No. X. 

Having changed my private asylum lately, I have not 
had an opportunity to inscribe my ravings in the deathless 
pages of the L.B.G. Gazette. Having got my various 
belongings round me once again, and being at the present 
moment in the happy and enviable state of having nothing 
to do, ril jot down the overflowings from the crack in my 
knowledge-box. 

I have lately had the somewhat arduous task of per- 
suading an old friend to repent and turn from the 
error of his ways, and once more become a lunatic 
like myself, with the same form of mania. Began by 
sending him letters carefully worded to work on his 
feelings, and stir up once again a bit of the ancient en- 
thusiasm. To note how his mind gradually gave way before 
the seductive influence, and became more and more im- 
pregnated with cyclomania, was to me, as to many others, 
a labour of love. At last the time came for the finishing 
touch. An invitation to share my present asylum for a 
short period, where he might have all necessary machinery 
for intensifying his disease, was sent and was accepted, and 
he came by train. 

Cyclomania becomes almost violent at times. By dancing 
wildly round him, brandishing a bell, he melted before the 
soothing sound of Challis. The premonitory symptoms 
having fully declared themselves, the left handle and back- 
bone of a Humber " were placed in his yielding grasp, and 
he was led out into the road. Old habits rapidly reviving 
in his semi-conscious brain, he mechanically placed his left 
fore-foot upon the 'cycle step, and hopped and stopped, and 
hopped and hopped again. And then, to my astonishment 
and joy, he got up without coming down. The victory was com- 
plete. After two days of incessant " wheel " he left me to go 
out into the world again a changed man. He had come by train, 
but he rods away an a bicycle. But there is no rose without a 
thorn ; it was one of my bicycles he rode away on, and if 
kleptomania and cyclomania hunt in couples it will not be 
the first time that a benefactor to his species has been taken 
in and done. Fellow-maniacs beware. 

I've not only been suffering from cyclomania but from a 
still more intensified form of the disease — cyclometers. Two 
different kinds have attacked me. One has nearly driven 
me out of what little mind Fve got. It calls itself an 
Odometer. The maker either never learned Greek or, 
having done so, is a Cockney, for if the Greek for road haint 
got a haitch in it I'll heat my 'at. But with or without an 

h " you can only set the hands by winding them round 
one way, and to get back to zero one must wind the hand 
round some thirty times — ^no easy work when firont wheels 
have so many spokes and the human hand continues its 
present size. The other meter is, however, much better — 
viz., Stanton's^as you can set the hand where you like. 
Both are accurate, but Stanton's is the most convenient. 
Hub lamps and cyclomelierB do not agree ; nothing I can 
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do will penmade them to live in the sme front wheel at 
the same time. The axle isn't big enough to hold them. 
Have to separate the quarrelsome creatures. The lamp 
sulks at the headstock, and looks down with contempt at 
the poacher below, and goes out suddenly just to annoy one. 

Prom cyclometers I go on to gongs. Got many gongs — 
single gongs, double gongs, mechanical gongs, gongs that 
rattle, gongs that don't, gongs that sound, and gongs 
that won't. These Isst, being broken, I am very anxious 
to give away to my foes. After all, the best gong 
I have is one I bought at ** the Rifiilock," in Oxford 
Street, for eighteenpence. It has a little brass lever to 
press down with the thumb, and makes noise enough for 
anything. It fastens on the handle-bar with a claw and 
screw. Perhaps one reason why some gongs do not thrive 
with me is, because as soon as they enter my den they are 
ruthlessly disembowelled to see how their internal arrange- 
ments work. This does not agree with gongs. The con- 
tinuous gong is an alarum clock in minature. It fastens 
on the handles, winds up at the back, and goes on 
"gouging" when the knob is pressed. If left knob up 
under the cushion of a chair it forms an agreeable surprise 
to the suddenly-seated unsuspecting strangers. That is its 
only use, so far as I know. Stormont's licycle alarm is the 
most melodious in sound ; two I have had shook to pieces, 
and out of the remains I have made one inferior one. The 
comical conical bell is not bad, but the hop-o'-my thumb 
is a snare, as when not ringing it rattles. When will 
Edison bring out the telephonic incandescent electric bell ! 
I know one lunatic who, immediately, it comes out, will — 

Gallet-Bell. 



ECHOES. 

The N.E. District Captain is always anxious to entertain 
his district, so he came out in ''the Crock" just for a change 
on Saturday. 

• ••••• 

The " London Grey " will this year be again carried over 
many miles of Continental road. The Franco-Swiss Four 
have started and have been heard of from Rouen, and 
letters will probably find them if posted to-day to the 
" Foste Bestante" NeuchAtel. The party consists of 
three members of the 1879 expedition to the Pyrenees, 
viz : W. J. Williams, A. E. Buckler, jmd N. B. Morris— 
and Dr. Langmore. I wish them ban voyage, and hope to 
be kept well informed of their movements. 

The competitors in the Bath Trial have to finish through 
the crowds which are said to surround London on a Bank 
Holiday ; and many of our men, not content with their 
100 miles run, ride home after its completion. If they, in 
a somewhat exhausted state, can safely navigate the roads 
in the vicinity of the Metropolis on the feast of St. Lubbock, 
I do not see why they should not attend a Club Meet on 



the first Monday in August, when there would be no 
necessity for them to be abnormally fatigued. 

I hope some of our Legislators will be able to prove that 
" Red Tape " is wrong about the number of medals to be 
given away each year. Should he be correct, we shall have 
to pass a short Whitewashing BiU at the next General 
Meeting. 

«•«•*• 

I should have thought that " Scot" would have accepted 
the S. W. dog's challenge. His district feels that its honour 
rests in his keeping. 

The author of the somewhat opprobrious appellation 
" Cads on Castors " has been abusing Brighton bicyclists 
this week. As it does not hurt them, and seems to amuse 
him, I don't suppose that it matters very much. 

• «•••• 

I have been calmly informed by a critical member that 
as the S.E. D.C. was not behind time, but in advance of 
his District on his way to the General Meet, the point I 
raised does not apply. That is what I call evading the 
question. 

• «•••• 

A Meet of bicyclists and tricyclists took place at Bamet 
on the 16th instant. About 360 Club men and 200 un- 
attached riders attended. 

• ••••• 

The Bicycle Union thinks it advisable that the value of 
prizes should not be published. I quite agree with them, 
and now offer a prize to the member who sends me, " care 
of the Editor," the best leading article on current bicycling 
topics suitable to the pages of this Gazette. Not less than 
five members must compete, and the prize will be invaluable. 
N.B. — I mean to insert this " echo " after the Editor has 
sent the present issue to press, and then retire into the 
country. Bamblbb. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OONTINUBn FBOM CUB LAST.) 

§ 7. Extensions of the Interlachen Bide. 
Lautebbbunnbn, Mubben, ajstb Gbindblwald. 
The Bodelii the little plain ") as the piece of flat 
country lying between the two lakes of Thun and Brienz is 
called, is intersected by a perfect network of roads, and I 
fear mere verbal description will furnish no adequate clue 
to the labyrinth. On page 139 of the English Baedeker 
(eighth edition) will be found a useful ground plan, showing 
those in the immediate vicinity of Interlachen, and a still 
more useful, because more comprehensive, plan will be 
found on page 164 of the German (19tb) edition of 1881. 
In my last letter I have conducted the bicyclist to the 
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Hoheweg^ or main street in which the chief hotels are 
situated, and if he continue along this and cross the rail- 
way (not the river Aare), in about If miles he will reach 
the landing stage of the Brienz steamers at Bonigen, the 
other terminus of the Bodeli Railway. He will have 
to cross the railway a second time, also the river Lutschine 
(by a covered bridge/ the floor of which is cranky and 
requires careful riding), and bear round to his left in 
the village of Bonigen, where, by keeping along the 
water edge (round instead of over the line) he can ride 
right up to and even on to the steamer if the platform is 
clear. The whole distance, therefore, between the Thun 
steamer at Darligen and the Brienz steamer at Bbnigen by 
the road (A) through Unterseen and'Interlachen is five 
miles or a trifle under ; but it is^satisfactory.to know that, 
although steamers and train profess to be a continuous 
service, the train performs its locomotive functions with 
such deliberation that there is ample time to bicycle from 
one point to the other, should you wish to avail yourself of 
the steamers. Two years ago, when I was riding to Lucerne 
over the Brunig, the postman who was on the Thun steamer 
in charge of the mails made a bet with'the railway guard 
that I would not catch the steamer at Bonigen. He has 
not repeated the experiment. Although I rode quite 
leisurely, making a halt in Interlachen, and lost time by 
taking the turn (slightly to the right) down to a station at 
the Brienz end of the Hoheweg instead of keeping straight 
on and crossing the line, I nevertheless was on the steamer 
a good quarter of an hour before the train came up. 

There is, however, another road (B) from Darligen to 
Interlachen. For the first one and a half miles it is the 
same as A, but whereas at this point road A crosses the 
line and bears to the left, B keeps straight on, following 
alongside of the line all the way for another mile, and if 
you were to continue on further in exactly the same direc- 
tion you would be able to reach Bonigen in four miles 
instead of five, but you are more liable to mistake your 
road this way. It is therefore better at the end of this 
mile to take the turning to the left and follow the course 
of the railway, and it will lead you past the principal rail- 
way station into the Hoheweg. This road B is undesirable 
in wet weather, as it lies close under the wooded heights of 
the Rugen, and does not dry so rapidly as A. It is, more- 
over, narrower, and might sometimes involve a dismount 
for passing vehicles ; but it will be found a useful road in 
returning to Thun from the Lauterbrunnen valley, the 
route up which I will now describe : — 

Height. Diitance. 
Feet MUee. 

1865 — Interlachen. 

1910 1} Gateigr. 

1960 2i Miiblenen. 

2140 ... .« 6i Zweilutschinen. 

2626 9f Lauterbrunnen. 

2680 12 Trummelbach. 

8000 ... Ui Stechelberg. 


Although there is a rise of 300 feet to Zweilutschinen, and 
some of the pitches are rather steep, there is no occasion to 
dismount, for the hills are nowhere long. But soon after 
passing Zweilutschinen the road begins to mount through 
a wood, and it is desirable to know that it continues at the 
same gradient for more than a mile. In any case there is 
a hill further on, a mile short of Lauterbrunnen, which it 
is well to walk u^. It is not my purpose in these letters 
to give any descnption of scenery, etc., nor to insert facts 
ascertainable in Baedeker, but it is to the point to state 
that I do not think the keenest hill rider need ever regret 
a dismount in this valley, as he will certainly enjoy its 
unrivalled beautied all the more on foot. Beyond Lauter- 
brunnen there are two roads, one continuing straight on 
alon^ the right or western side of the valley, the other 
turning down a steep hill to the left, just as you come to 
the Staubbach waterfall, and crossing the stream to the 
eastern side of the valley ; the two unite again some three 
and a half miles higher up. The best of the two is that on 
the left or eastern side. I cannot, however, recommend it 
very enthusiastically. There are one or two very bad 
torrent channels across it ; and though some bits of the 
road are good the chief part of it has apparently been 
mended by throwing down occasional portions of the rough 
stone walls which flank it, and the resultant protuberances 
are awful ; some of it, too, is below the flood level of the 
Lutschine, and is periodically reduced to a sand heap in 
consequence. But the chief objection to it from the 
bicyclist's point of view is that it is very narrow, and being 
a favourite drive with visitors, who go to see the IVummel- 
bach and Schmadribach waterfalls, you are necessarily 
subjected to a most vexatious succession of dismounts, for 
in most parts of the road it would be absolutely impossible 
to ride past anything. Still, as the road has once been 
traversea by bicycles, others doubtless will be found to try 
it. I venture to think, however, they will afterwards come 
to the same conclusion as myself, and that on a second 
occasion they will leave their bicycles at Lauterbrunnen. 
In any case let no one attempt to ride down the 
steep turn to the left opposite the Staubbach. It is 
the only hill I have seen in Switzerland on which I 
feel perfectly positive that the International "Bicycle 
Union" of the future will erect a danger board with 
very large letters. 

At the top of the stupendous limestone precipices which 
flank the right or Western side of the valley is the favourite 
mountain resort ofMiirren and its hamlet Gimmelwald, and 
an excursion to one or both of these may well be combined 
with the bicycle ride to Lauterbrunnen, and is most strongly 
to be recommended. I have more than once ridden the 
whole way from Thun to Lauterbrunnen, and walked up to 
Miirren to lunch, and bicycled back again to Thun in time 
for table d'Mte, Murren is 5320 feet above the sea, con- 
sequently you have to add to your bicycle ride a climb of 
2700 feet, which is equivalent to the ascent of Snowdon 
from Penygwryd. The distance from Thun to Lauter- 
brunnen and back is (taking it the shortest way) 52 miles, 
with hills to mount involving a resultant change of level of 
800 feet. That all this should be feasible in a day between 
breakfast and dinner will give some notion of what Swiss 
air, scenery, and diet can enable one to do. This may 
seem, perhaps, a severe day's work, but it is easy to lighten 
it a bit by taking the steamer from Thun to Darligen, thus 
saving fifteen miles of riding. The mule path (there is no 
road) to Murren leaves Lauterbrunnen just beyond the 
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" Steinbock " Hotel This is the first hotel you come to, 
and is therefore the most convenient for you to leave your 
bicycle at ; the people are civil enough, but their charges 
are shamefully extortionate. For the climb to Miirren you 
have no need of nailed boots or alpenstocks — you can walk 
up just as you are, but a pair of gloves should be taken to 
protect your hands from horse flies, which abound on this 
track. To reach the " Grand Hotel de Miirren " (which is 
a little beyond the " Hotel des Alpes") yqu must allow If 
to 2 hours from Lauterbrunnen, and fifty minutes for coming 
down — say four hours in all, allowing for lunch and a rest. 
What I should, however, most recommend, is to walk up 
the left or eastern side of the valley from Lauterbrunnen 
to Stechelberg, take the path from Stechelberg up to 
Miirren, and afterwards descend by the regular path to 
Lauterbrunnen. You will be well repaid for the extra 
journey up the valley bv the splendid views. If you 
were to bicycle to Stechelberg you would of course have 
to descend again the same way from Miirren for your 
machine, and so would miss the round. Between Lauter- 
brunnen and Stechelberg visit the falls of the Trummelbach, 
but do not turn in to see them at the Jirst place you come 
to, which advertises itself as " the nearest way," as you can 
only see a small portion of them from that side, but go 
further along the road so as to ^et across the stream which 
comes from them. There would hardly be time to add the 
falls of the Schmadribach to the day's programme unless 
you were only meditating a return to Interhichen instead 
oftoThun. 

In returning to Thun, the route may be varied and 
shortened by taking a very pretty road by the old ruined 
castle of Unspunnen, and through what is called the 
" Wagneren-Scnlucht." This leads you to Darligen by 
the road B already indicated above. In order to do this 
you leave the main Interlachen road, by which you came, 
at Miihlenen (or Miilinen). At this point— reached just 
after a long straight bit of new road between posts and 
rails, generallv somewhat dusty and out of order — the road 
you came by bends to the right. Instead of turning to the 
right continue straight on through the village of Wilderswyl, 
soon after which you come to a fork where you take the left ; 
the right is another road leading to Interlachen. This turn 

Ito the left is apt to be missed ; the best plan is to keep a look 
out for the old ruin high up on your left, and when you 
seem to be getting nearly under it then watlsh for the fork ; 
it is narrow, between houses, and hardly looks like a road. 
The road then mounts up a bit, but the hill mav be ridden ; 
in descending, however, through the woods, keep well in 
hand until you have crossed a stone water grip which you 
come upon at a somewhat inconvenient an^Ie; also, on 
coming out of the gorge, there is a little pitch down, at 
the bottom of which you have to tiirn sharp to your left 
round a house into road B. This road may also be taken 
in coming from Thun, instead of going through Interlachen, 
should you wish to avoid the latter ; and the view you get 
of the Lauterbrunnen valley from this direction, just as you 
emerge from the wood with the old ruin in the foreground, 
is one of the most favourite Swiss scenes with painters and 
photographers. The road through the above-mentioned 
village of Wilderswyl is not a broad one, and the last time 
I passed through I found it densely thronged with the 
natives swarming round some objects of evident interest. 
By dint of persistent whistling I secured a free avenue for 
myself, but to my horror suddenly discovered that the 
cause of the concourse was a traveUing menagerie, some of 



the inmates of which were at large, and I had to run the 
gauntlet in this narrow street between a camel on one side, 
and a monkey on the other. Not wishing to have- the 
camel's heels in my spokes or ribs, I thought the monkey's 
the safer side ; but the beast, directly he saw me, set all 
his teeth together, and made a most frantic spring, in- 
tending, no doubt, to alight on my shoulder and treat him- 
self to a ride ; happily I was too quick for him, and he just 
missed me. On the same journey, too, I remember a some- 
what novel demonstration on the part of a horse, which 
took to bolting after us. We had just passed him quietly 
enough when a sudden fiery spirit of emulation seemed to 
seize him, and he took the bit in his mouth and galloped 
as hard as he could in pursuit of us down hill. ''Ah ! " 
said a waggoner we met a short way further on, whose 
horse was toiling up with a heavy load, " I wish you would 
come and ride in front of my horse ! " 

At Zweilutschinen, on the way to Lauterbrunnen, the 
Grindelwald Valley opens out from the Lauterbrunnen 
Valley on the left, and the road turning to the left and 
crossing the stream leads to Grindelwald. It is an excellent 
road so far as construction and surface are concerned, but 
it is a somewhat severe expedition for a bicycle. The 
distance from this turning to the " Hotel de L'Ours" (Bar), 
at Grindelwald, is 8^ miles, of which only about three at the 
outside are level ; all the rest is a continuous ascent, too 
long, I should think, for the most inveterate hill climber to 
find any pleasure in riding, the increase of elevation beii^ 
1300 feet. Still I am not prepared to question the possi- 
bility of its being ridden. In descending, care would have 
to be taken at one spot about halfway down, where the 
gradient is steeper than the rest and the road zigzags, as 
there is considerable traflSc along it. We went to Grindel- 
wald from Thun, but as we were bound for the Wetterhorn. 
a big glacier mountain, and had to go properly equipped 
with boots and ice axe, etc., we drove up in an " emspanner" 
instead of bicycling. We had a most glorious day for the 
climb, but owing to the dangerous condition of the snow 
had to take such extra care that we were eleven hours on 
the snow, whereas in previous ascents I had only been six 
hours on it : add to which we had to perform a consider- 
able portion of the descent backwards, that is, with our 
faces against the slope, so that we were unusually exposed 
to the glaring radiation from the snow. The result of this 
was that our faces were burnt up to a cinder, and when we 
appeared in the valley below we created such a sensation 
that one young lady was heard to call out quite loud, 
and under our very noses as it were, " Papa, dear ! do come 
here 1 just look at these gentlemen ! only look at their 
faces ! " Consoling, very ; but I only wish remarks on our 
personal appearance had been the only form of sufiieriug 
inflicted on us by the day's exposure. Old mountaineers 
will know the resultant miseries of eleven hours on fresh 
white snow in the hottest of sunshines, and without a breath 
of air stirring, followed up by a supplementary baking on the 
hot limestone rocks lower down the mountain. This year 
will be long remembered as a year of mourning and woe in 
Alpine cirdes, and I little thought when I was traversing 
the snow couloirs of the Wetterhorn that I was crossing the 
very spot where, ten days after, a college friend, Mr. ren- 
htJl, and his guide (who had also formerly been with me on 
the same mountain) were to meet their death, or that on 
reaching Thun next day I was to be greeted with the sad 
news of Professor Balfour's similar fate. There was little 
inclination for more snow ascents after this. 
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I have alluded to the lake steamer as forming a con- 
venient means of shortening the day's work in making 
expeditions in this direction. It will be useful to mention 
that the steamer has three separate starting places from 
Thun. The first is off the Freienhof, close to the bridse 
(this is sometimes discarded when the river is low) ; the 
second, five minutes later, is from the Hofstetten landing- 
stage iust beyond the hotel gardens ; the third is only a 
little higher up the stream, on the opposite side of it, at the 
Scherzligen railway station. In case you should find your- 
self too late to take the boat at Hofstetten, there is always 
ample time to ride round across the bridge and the railway, 
ana along to the left by the railway to the Scherzligen 
station. What with the complicated backings and tuminf^s 
of the steamer, and the time it takes to unload the tram 
luggage vans, an interval of at least twenty-five minutes 
intervenes between the departure of the boat from Hofetetten 
and its departure from Scherzligen. The ride round need 
not occupy more than ten minutes, and the extra fifteen 
minutes may often be found of great value on an occasion 
when an early breakfast is under discussion. Similarly, if 

Jou should return by the steamer, you would reach the 
otel mucE sooner by getting off at Scherzligen and riding 
round than by waiting on board whilst all the luggage is 
being taken off. Sometimes, too, instead of riding round, 
you would find a boat ready to ferry you across. 

The charge for each bicycle on board the steamboat is 
30 centimes (3d}, no matter what the distance. I take 
to myself credit ror having established this as a tariff, by 
having paid this much originally, and on all subsequent 
occasions tendering it at once, and saying I had always been 
charged that sum before — ^hence the charge will be found in 
operation on the Lakes of Brienz and Lucerne, as well as 
Thun. The payment is made to the " conducteur," the 
ofiicial who comes round on deck to clip the tickets, and 
not at the ticket office. One or two of these on the Lucerne 
steamers rather grumbled at the smallness of the sum, but 
I assured them it was all right, and was the charge on all 
the other steamers, etc., and I think other bicyclists will do 
well to maintain the tariff in this way so long as they find 
it possible. For instance, if any should visit the LiJces of 
Geneva or Neuchd^^l, they had better say that that is the 
charge on the Lakes of Lucerne, Brienz, and Thun, and that 
therefore it is the recognised tariff. I have generally found 
it best to wheel the bicycle at once to the extreme end^ <A Ji 
the boat, behind or alon^ide of the bell ; it is so liable 
be in the way of traffic in the middle of the boat, andJi^ 
they shift it about themselves a fall is apt to result. You 
may be sometimes asked what is the weight of your bicycle, 
particularly at railway stations where there is often no time 
to weigh it. A 50 inm Special Club ** of this year's make 
weighs 18 kilograms, so that from that to 21 kilograms will be 
the range of weight of most bicycles ; but if you know the exact 
weight of your machine in English pounds you can reduce it 
to kilograms by knocking off say three pounds, and dividing 
by two. Twenty kilograms is about 43^ lbs. Where two 
or more bicycles are being sent by tram you should give 
the weight of the lot, not of each separate one. A label 
has to be stuck on to each bicycle. The natural impulse 
of the porter is to clap it on to your saddle ; it is well to 
keep your eye on him, and anticipate this movement. I 
always make them hitch it round one of the spokes. You 
may also be occasionally asked at some of the more im- 
portant stations to sign a paper on booking your bicycle ; 
it is simply a declaration tnat you exonerate the Company 



from liabilities in the matter, and that they are conveyed, as 
in England, at passenger's risk. Lifting the Ucycle m and 
out of the luggage van is not such an easy matter as in 
England, owing to the height of the vans from the ground. 
They have no raised platforms in Switzerland ; the passen- 

Srs alighting on the actual ground by steps at the end of 
e carriage. 

One parting word of warning before leavin|; this Inter- 
lachen section. On each occasion when riding between 
Darligen and Interlachen I have met in different pUcea 
along the road, separately, a blind man (no dog) anda <n^tin. 
As the former cannot hear your bicvcle it is necessary for his 
sake to give him a wide hirfh, and equally so to the latter 
for your own. He sometimes carries a stick, and it seems 
to afford him amusement to drive it among your spokes, if 
you come near enough. Gsrabd F. Cobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued,) 



To the EdUoro/tke London Bicycle Club Gauhe. 
Bm, — " Rambler " is anxious to know clubmen's views on 
the August Bank Holiday Run, so I will, with deference, 

give mine ; though I admit that the subject was one which 
ad occurred to me as so impracticable that no responsible 
officer was ever likely to propose it, and that it was therefore 
Scarcely within the way of practical politics. My own 
view is that in the first place a large percentage of men are 
either riding or otherwise occupied on tnat dav, and that even 
if I am wrong in my belief very few woula be found who 
would care to nii the risk of the ride out through holiday 
crowds to a meet in daylight, and I hope for the general 
sanity of the Club that very few indeed would willingly 
select the evening of a Bank Holiday for a ride home in 
the dark to a suburban region. — ^Yours, W. X. W. 

To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — Rule 28 enacts that, except in two contingencies, 
members of the Club are not entitled to be present at 
Committee Meetings. I think the sooner this rule ia 
rescinded, or the (Sub provide a waiting-room for those 
unfortunate members wno have to attend the meetings 
under Rules 11 and 12, the better.^ As things are at 

E resent, a member desirous of vouching for a candidate 
as to stand, unless he prefers sitting, on the staircase of 
No. 108, Fenchurch Street, till such time as his candidate 
comes on for election ; and it is quite in the bounds of 
probability that an action for damages could be brought to 
a favourable termination should the unfortunate member 
catch a severe cold or otherwise injure himself. 

I propose, therefore, that the next General Meeting be 
askea to rescind this rule, and in its place substitute 
another to the effect that members be allowed to be 
present at Committee Meetings, provided no member of 
the Committee point out their presence, in which case a 
ballot be taken without discussion on the question " that 
members do now withdraw." — ^Yours, etc., 

A Rbfrigbiiitxd Voucher. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontiibatioiu mofit be addreoied to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette^ 
85, Eastcheais KC," and most bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Tuesday at 6.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Pro^^^^^ISiN^^^l^^h^^^^^^^m 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.^September 21, 1882. 
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NOTICE. 

The latest hour for reception of copy for " Gkieette^ 
is 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 



NOTICE. 

Some members haye not yet settled up for their race 
tickets, and I must urge upon them the necessity of doing 
so at once, as they are keeping the dub accounts open. 

E. S. Priob, Hon. Sec. 



NOTIGR 
N.W. District. 
Although I shall not be present at the last run of the 
season next Saturday, I hope all who possibly can will make 
a special effort to be present, and not imitate another dis- 
trict " when the cat's away," etc. 

W. J. WnxiAMS, District Captain. 
Neuch&tel, Sept. 24. 



S.B, District. 

The run next Saturday to Godstone being the last of the 
season we hope that all members will make a point of 
attending it, to show their appreciation of the untiring zeal 
and energy of our present District Captain. 

Arthur Herbert, ) q ^ w i « 
S P Smith l^'^' ^^^^^^^^ 
-D Hi nr * \ Committee. 
F. M. Williams, J 
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SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. District. 
23rd Sept. This run was marked by some rather curious 
features and might give rise to one or two points. The D.C. 
repaired to the Corner in due course, rather fiwcying he 
would not find anyone there, as two or three regular 
attenders were known to be elsewhere. After waiting the 
prescribed time he made for Waltham Abbey at a consider- 
able pace, and reached there about ten minutes to five ; 
and as he happened to have no intention of staying tea he 
would have promptly left had he not seen a visitor by the 
way who promised to bring another member. However, 
after waiting a considerable time, no one appeared, and the 
District started home. In the meanwhile Lyne had come 
across the marshes and to the conclusion that he was early, 
so quietly waited somewhere on the road until the Forest Gate 
and Snaresbrook contingent, five or six strong, turned up, and 
thus the retreating District Captain discovered six members 
and Joe " about half a mile off Waltham. Turning back 
with them he explained his intended departure, and was 
submitted to a course of varied and personal abuse upon his 
machine, his behaviour, and other subjects^ while the rest 
of the party who were not thus occupied seemed unable to 
even order tea. One member kindly promised to send in 
full details of the rest of the run, and those present, etc.» 
to the D.C, but as he hasn't done it this account here 
reaches an abrupt termination. The D.C. took his depar- 
ture, and " the crock," feeling insulted, just hurried home 
in a good deal under 45 min. Present, at any rate : Ashley 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



Barrett, Ernest Barrett, Lyne, Weeks, one visitor (Letch- 
ford), one member's brother, one dog (''Joe and 

Thbo. Godlee, District Captain. 



N.W. DlSTMOT. 



September again favoured us with fine weather, and no 
doubt partly owing: to this we left the Heath eight strong, 
an unprecedented occurrence for the last two years. The 
usual route vid Hendon was taken, where Lown and Aiken 
joined us. The Kenton Lanes to Harrow were fair going, 
but after that the road was spoilt for some distance by the 
extension of the Metropolitan railway, which is being carried 
on to Rickmansworth and Ohenies. At Eastcott we found 
Bamett and Jackson, the latter having come on a " tri." 
Stunt turned up during tea. This meal, which included 
the necessary eggs, jam, wateroress, etc., was obtained for 
one shilling. The ride home was very enjoyable, though 
the moon did not come out as clear as it ought to have 
dona Present^ the following thirteen members : Aiken, 
Bamett, Elgood, G. L. Hill, W. T. Hill, Jackson, Lown, 
McBean, Metcalfe, Stunt, H. Spencer, Tulloch, and 

K S. Fbiob, D.G/s Substitute. 



W. AITD S.W. DlBTMOTS. 

Sept. 28. A pleasant, uneventful run to Walton-on- 
Thames (" The Swan.") The roads from Thames Ditton 
through Moulsey in very good order. Present : J. L. E. 
Andreae, H. G. Atkinson, A. Hawley, A. L. Radford, 
W. A. Smith, and Danirl T. Nops, District Captain. 

I hope all who can will come next Saturday for the last 
run of the year (a very short one), to spend the evening at 
" The Griffin," Kingston, with the S.W. 



S.E. District. 
Sept. 3d. In glorious weather and over capital roads we 
held to-day our Crawley run. Everything went off most 
comfortably and satisfactorily except Dicker's crank, which 
broke off soon after the start. There was plenty of passing 
and re-passing, and at the end of the run the first eight 
men were all in sight of one another. J. S. Whatton sent 
a telegram at the last moment saying he was unable to 
come. Koch rode remarkably well, and from the start, 
close to Caterham Junction, on the Brighton road, to the 
finish, on the bridge just ^before reaching Crawley, his time 
was one hour five minutes. S. P. Smith was about eighty 
yards behind him, and D. R. Smith, who rode with much 
strength, only twenty yards behmd his brother. Lloyd was 
fourth, forty yards from D. R. Smith. The rest arrived, all 
pretty close up, in the following order :— R D. Sewell, 
Hindley, P. L. Adam, C. A. Brown, Parker, Alison and 
Oswald together, Whealler, Barker, and J. W. Toung and 
Middleton together. The D.C. did not start till all the 
men were despatched. Koch passed S. P. Smith just 



beyond Horley, and took the lead from Lloyd three miles 
from Crawley. About one mile from the finish S. P. Smith 
passed Lloyd, and D. R. Smith came up with a great nisli 
at the end. After plenty of talk about our experiences on 
the road (and they were somewhat diverse) we sat down to 
a comfortable tea, which all seemed to enjoy amazingly, the 
smart run in the cool of the evening having sharpened oar 
appetites. Before the meal was over a telegram arrived 
from The O'Reilly, who had kindly taken this opportunity 
of announcing to us the welcome intelligence of H. R. 
Reynolds' victory this afternoon at Brighton in the race for 
the championship of Sussex. Our party soon split up, some 
going to Horsham, others to East Grinstead, while the main 
body returned to Croydon in detachments in good time. 
Lots of promises were made to come to the wind-up run of 
the season next week to Godstone. Present : F. L. Adam, 
J. W. Alison, A. Barker, C. A. Brown, M. H. Dicker, 
E. H. Hindley, A. H. Koch, A. Lloyd, H. G. Middleton, 
W. E. Naylor, J. C. Oswald, C. E. Parker, A. K Potter, 
L. Potter, E. D. Sewell, D. R. Smith, S. P. Smith, S. E. 
Whealler, J. W. Toung, two visitors, and 

H. G. A. Browk, District Captain. 
I hope every man of the District will come to (Jodstone 
next Saturday to attend the last official run of the season. 
We ought to have at least fifty. 



BICYCLE UNION. 



Mnrnros or nn Euounvi hati sinr hild oir Anomrr S2in>, 

SXFTDIBBB 6tB, 12TH, 19TH, AND SlST. 

A great many queries as to the amateur status of several 
riders, amongst others those who competed at sports held at 
Brinklowe, Tregullow, Tehidy, Redruth, Camborne, Rhyl, 
Oakham, etc., have* been laid before the Executive for their 
decision. That of Messrs. Mills, Shadwick, and Sidwell 
has been referred to the Birmingham Local Centre for 
investigation. In the case of Mr. F. H. Cumow, of 
Stithians, Cornwall, who competed at Tregoning Sports, 
the following resolution was passed : " That Mr. F. H. 
Curnow be, and is hereby declared a professional." Others 
are under consideration. 

The formation of a Local Centre for Birmingham has been 
ratified and confirmed. Hon. Sec, W. G. Parkes, 7, Bath 
Street, Birmingham. 

Engaged preparing report and agenda for next Council 
Meeting. Wm. Ptb-Ekgush, Rep. Hon. Sec. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale, " Humber " Bicycle, 53-inch, very closely built, 
ball-bearings to both wheels, long lever brake, Hillman's 
adjustable step, japanned and painted all over. Not been 
ridden 300 miles. Cost £16 10s. cash. Price £12. Trial 
allowed. Only reason for selling, owner going abroad. 
F. Des Vodux, 24b, Hereford Road, Bayswater, W. 
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nXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Data. N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 

Croydon Dirision. 


S.E. 

Blackheath Division. 


^ 1 Lea Bridge Rd. 8.80, 
^ I Syborn's Comer 
^ j 8.45, for Abbidoi. 


"Jack Straw's 
Castle" 8.45, for 


4.0, Hammenmith 
Bridge for KiNOS- 
TON. Social with 
S.W. 


Kingston Station, 
4.15, for Circular 
Run. Meet W. for 
Social. 


Central Croydon 
Station 4.15, for 
GoDSTONE. Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 


Lewfsham Church 
8.80, for OoD- 
BTONi. Meet 
Croydon Dir. 



A DATS RIDE IN THE HIGHLANDS. 

It had for long been my ambition to ride the distance 
between here (three miles south of Kinross) and Inverness 
in one day. I once made the attempt, but had to give up 
owing to pouring rain and a head gale after doing 82 miles. 
What difficulty there is in this ride lies not so much in the 
distance (137 miles) as in the hilly nature of the country 
and the rough roads. This time I resolved to start from 
Inverness and ride home, instead of, as I had done before, 
starting from home and riding north. I therefore left 
Blair Adam at 6.30 a.m. on September 19th, and rode to 
Perth (21 miles). Here I caught the Highland express at 
nine o'clock, and arrived at Inverness at half-past one. 
Though it was quite fine at Perth, long before I reached 
Inverness it was raining hard, and continued to do so all 
day without a check. I spent a mo&t solitary and un- 
comfortable afternoon at the " Station Hotel," being unable 
to go out on account of the weather, and went to bed at 
nine, leaving orders that I was to be called at four. The 
night-porter who called me informed me that it was a 
beautiful morning. I was certainly not much impressed 
with its beauty, for when I left the hotel I found the sky 
was of a uniform dull grey, and now and then a few drops 
of rain fell. It struck me that possibly this was their idea 
of a fine day at Inverness. It was then about five o'clock, 
and almost dark. 

My first difficulty was to find my way out of the town. 
The directions given me by the porter at the hotel did not 
take me very far, and I began to wonder how I was to find 
my way, as at that time there was of course no one to be 
seen about. At length I came on an old man sweeping the 
street, and on my inquiring the waj^ the only answer I 
could get was " No no, yes yes," which, as may be supposed, 
did not convey much information. At first I thought he 
did not understand English, but I then perceived from his 
appearance that he was drunk. While in this dilemma 
a man luckily came up who gave me the necessary 
directions. 

After leaving Inverness th^re is a Ipng gradual ascent of 
nearly two miles, most of which was walked owing to the 
heavy state of the roads. It now ctfme on to rain, and I 
was very shortly wet through, while my hind wheel sent a 
continuous cataract of sand and mud over my head, a good 
deal of it also finding its way down the back of my neck. 
After Daviot there is another long hill, but this once sur- 



mounted the road improved, and with it my pace, which up 
to this point had been very slow. 

The scenery here was wonderfully grand ; in fact the 
same may be said for the whole distance between Inverness 
and Dunkeld (101 miles). The road is scarcely anywhere 
fenced in, and it appears to be but very little used. I am 
certain that up to filair Athole I did not meet more than 
five vehicles — a distance of 82 miles. The railway, which 
runs parallel with the road all the way from Aviemore, 
appears to have taken up all the traffic, and the road in 
many places is allowed apparently to take care of itself as 
it b^t may, a state of things not encouraging to the bicy- 
clist. Nixon, in his recent tricycle ride from John-o-Oroat's 
to Land's End, describes part of it as ''forty miles like 
Hastings beach." The scenery, however, more than makes 
up for any shortcomings on the part of the road. The 
whole country is an ever-changing panorama of mountain, 
moor, and loch, and the effects of the sunlight (of which, 
by the way, I did not get any till more than halfway home) 
among the hills are inexpressibly splendid. There are no 
trees except round the houses, and here and there a strag- 
gling clump of self-sown birches. As you ride along the 
road you are constantly startled by the whirr of a covey of 
grouse getting up almost under your very wheel. 

After Daviot I rode along through drenching rain past 
Loch Moy and Freebum to Garr Bridge, where I stopped to 
refresh. I was much amused here with the landlord of the 
inn, who struck me as bebg able to cram more oaths into 
an ordinary commonplace sentence than anyone I had ever 
seen. He was in a high state of delight over Sir Garnet 
Wolseley and the Egyptians, and insisted on taking me 
down to his cellar, where he gave me from the wood a glass of 
such whisky as very rarely finds its way to England. There 
is a very curious old arch over the river here. The rain 
now temporarily ceased, and I rode on rapidly through 
Aviemore to Kingussie, near which place I overtook what I 
supposed to be the local postman on a very respectable old 
" Singer." At Kingussie I stopped and had a second break- 
fast—a most excellent one, and very cheap. From Kingussie 
to Dalwhinnie (14 miles) the road was very good, and quite 
free from mud, and was a most pleasant change from my 
experience of it up to this. This state of affairs was of 
short duration, and from Dalwhinnie to Struan (about 
20 miles) the road was something awful, and made me 
thankful I was mounted on a " Eucker," and not on any- 
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thing of flimsier construction. At Dalnaspidal I suddenly 
emerged into fine weather and dusty roads, and from here 
also I had to contend for a long distance against a strong 
head wind. There had evidently been no rain here for 
some tirne^ and the rest of my ride was accomplished with 
dry roads. At Blair Athole, 82 miles from Inverness, I 
felt rather done, so stopped and had lunch and an hour's 
rest, after which I felt all right again, and went on through 
the Pass of Eilliecrankie and Pitlochry to Dunkeld, where 
I stopped for tea, and after waiting a short time rode on 
through the village of Auchtergaven to Perth (116 miles), 
and thence through Glenfarg, a long up-hUl of nearly three 
miles, Milnathort, and Kinross, arriving home about eleven. 
The last thirty-six miles from Dunkeld were ridden very 
slowly, taking four and a half hours. The hundred miles 
were ridden in just over eleven hours, including one and a 
half hours' stoppage. Total distance, 137 miles. 

W. K. Adam. 

HOW I TRIED TO DISPOSE OP MY OLD 
MACHINE. 

Really the best possible for getting rid of these 

encumbrances, when you have no younger brother or useful 
friend whom you can manage to induce to relieve you of 
the burden, would seem to be by resorting to advertise- 
ment. With this view I endeavoured to describe all the 
merits of the article in question as concisely as possible, 
with the very satisfactory reason for immediate disposal, 
namely, that it was " too high for owner," and hastened to 
insert the same in that usual medium, the Exchange and 
Mart. 

The primary results of my method were not satis- 
factory, for although I carefully emphasised the fact 
that I wished to and not barter or exchange, I 
had the usual supply of correspondents suggesting all 
kinds of impossible articles that I must eventually 
require. Among these was a perverse and persistent 
man from Chester, who assured me that his model Mustard 
Mill" was the very best value I could possibly procure, not 
omitting at the same time, in his intense thoughtfulness, 
to enclose me a post-card for an iounediate reply. Of 
course a prompt negative answer had been my intention ; 
but the card in question, and the letter, had so amused my 
official ca^frireB that they anticipated my reply, and 
carefully utilised the card to inquire whether there were 
included with the ''Mustard Mill" both ''Balls and 
Governors." The useless inquiry had a most undesirable 
effect, for not only did it keep my unfortunate corres- 
pendent up half the night preparing a most elaborate 
specification of all the minute parts of the " Mill," and 
all their firactional sizes, but the question also appa- 
rently necessitated a long tirade on the general merits of 
his "mechanical puzzle" as a whole, and after earnestly 
desiring that this well-considered document, over which he 
had expended so much labour, should be returned to him 



in the remote event of our not coming to terms, he eventu- 
ally wound tip by replying in the affirmative to our simple 
but superfluous question. I really felt, on the receipt of 
this business-like efibrt of penmanship, both sympathetic 
and in some considerable fix, for I really did not quite like, 
after unintentionally giving so much trouble, to reply by a 
quiet n^ative, and explain the real cause of the mistake ; 
consequently, after much deliberation, I decided that a like 
specification should be produced of the bicycle / had for sale. 

Accordingly I made a sketch of a most objectionable and 
almost impossible looking boneshaker on the last page of 
his specification, containing all kinds of absurd patents, 
which of course in like manner were carefully described as 
of the very latest pattern. Beside the machiue I placed a 
severe and " gawkey " 'cyclist, costumed in the recognised 
military fashion, including a considerable supply of braid 
and a neatly-adjusted foraging cap. The figure was in- 
tended to be striking a somewhat theatrical attitude as it 
firmly grasped the machine with one hand only, and to taper 
very much inthematter of leg asthese extremities approached 
the capacious shoes. The study further consisted of a simple 
rural scene, and a setting sun whose orb was made to as- 
sume a similar expression to that of the bland and open 
countenance of the 'cyclist himself at the opposite end of 
the picture. The following were some of the specialities 
of my machine : — To begin with, the bearings were all balls ! 
the backbone, as it approached the back wheel (it apparently 
took ages to get there), finished with a graceful curve. 
There were Whitby jet handles, a French calf saddle, and 
a powerful bull's-eye head lantern included in the bargain ; 
also a double-acting, twice-revolving spring. The machine 
was fitted with Allcock's sliding tyres ! The backbone was 
square in section, as opposed to the oval and the round ! 

Then came the material, which was, of course, of the best 
quality, nickel-plated ; but, to prevent the possibility of 
rust, I informed him that I had carefully japanned the 
nickel ! I thought this would bring matters to a conclusion. 
It may easily be imagined that my correspondent was in 
some way puzzled to realise the advantages of the bicycle, 
but he positively replied by making further and more minute 
inquiries, and ended by stating the not very surprising 
fact, that he was unable to trace in the machine I had de- 
scribed any resemblance to the originally advertised "Club," 
but expressed himself still desirous to effect the exchange, 
and continued to push the " Mustard Mill." Further parley 
seemed useless, for my Chester correspondent had proved 
himself not readily susceptible to the influences of chaff 
in still desiring to possess the imaginary and distorted 
boneshaker, so I concluded tliat in his anxiety to effect the 
exchange he had either never learned, or had neglected the 
most elementary but necessary principles for avoiding 
becoming the " butt" for a practical joke. 

The machine is still for side ! R. M. GavoasK. 

September, 1882. 
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ECHOES. 

The members of the Franco-Swiss expedition arrived at 
Neuchfttel Sept. 23, having had nearly continuous wet 
since the start, with plenty of soakings and very little dry 
road ; weather looks more settled now, and they yet hope 
to see some good mountain scenery. 

• «•••• 

Sun hats in France have of late been at a large discount, 
but are now about par. 

• • • • • A 

On Saturday last H. R. Reynolds won the Championship 
of Brighton ; L. £. Reynolds was third in the same event. 

• ••••• 

A medallist has inquired whether anyone ever rode home 
from the Bath Trials more than once. I didn't tell him. 

• ««•«• 

A member of the Committee tells me that the Committee 
are always complaining that vouchers won't come in ; the 
elections are always the first business, and are taken the 
moment the voucher appears. This doesn't quite tally 
with your other correspondent. 

• ••••• 

In order to make the Godstone ruft next Saturday 
additionally attractive, the Residential Ohost has promised 
to put in an appearance. Rambleb. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OOimNUKD FBOK OUB LAST.) 

§ 8. Thun to Lucerne by the Brunig^ and back by the 
JSmmenthal. 

A.— FIEST DAY. 

Helghti. Dlsteneef. 



Faet 


HilM. 


By steamer from Thun to 


1840 . 






1860 . 


. 5 


BSnigexL 






By iteamer £rom Bdnigen to 


1860 .. 




Brienz. 


1880 


9 


Balmhof. 


2120 .. 


. lOi 


Brienzwyler. 


2990 .. 


. 12i 


Turning leading down to BCeiringen. 


8400 . 


. isi 


Top of Paw. 


2290 . 


. 17 


Lmigem. 


2310 .. 


. 20 


BUrglen (top of the KaUentnhl). 


1810 .. 


. 22 


Giawyl or Radenz (bottom'of the Eaisentahl). 


1600 . 


. 26 


Bachaeln. 


1550 . 


. 27i 


Samen. 


1580 . 


. 8H 


Alpnaoh. 


1425 . 


. 82i 


Alpnaoh-Gestad. 


1435 . 


.. 88 


HergiawyL 


1480 . 


.. 41i 


Horw. 


1425 . 


. 44i 


Luoeme (National Hotel). 



The above itinerary presuppoees that the steamers on 
the lakes of Thun and Brienz are made use of to lighten 
the day's work, and that with the exception of the five 
miles between them your ride is really from Brienz to 
Lucerne. It is also possible to knock ofif twelve miles at 
the other end of the journey by taking the steamer from 
Alpnach-Gestad to Lucerne. Were the whole distance 
to be ridden you would have to add to the 44^ miles 
(a) 15 miles from Thun to Darligen, and (6) 10^ miles from 
Interlachen to Brienz: this, after deducting the 1^ not 
ridden between Interlachen and Bonigen, will make 
68^ miles, a total which, considering the nature of the 
ground, and the further prospect of a heavy day to follow, 
may well be subjected to a judicious reduction. To get off 
by the early boat from Thun implies breakfast soon after 
six; you will probably, therefore, hardly care to start 
riding from Brienz at eleven without a frirther meal It 
will be best to take this on board the steamer itself, rather 
than at Brienz, so that you may be able to mount directly 
you land, and thus get away before the diligences and 
post-carriages begin to block your road. The first four 
miles of the way is fairly level, but a little lumpy. The 
real Brunig road begins at a wayside inn (Balmhof), where 
the road forks, the one to the right crossing the Aare (here 
banked up into a canal), and following along it to (7 miles) 
Meiringen, the left or Brunig road commencing at once to 
rise somewhat steeply. From Balmhof to the top of the 
paas the rise (1500 feet) is absolutely continuous, though 
the gradient varies. The steepest bits are the first half 
mile up from Balmhof, and another half mile or so about 
midway, just where the road passes under a huge, over- 
hanging rock, often seen in photographs. The easiest 
gradients are about Brienzwyler, and the last bit near the 
top, after you have passed the spot where the direct road 
from Brunig down to Meiringen diverges. A ride up the 
whole 4^ miles may well be reserved for the "Great 
International Hill Riding Contests" of the future, and 
cannot form a portion of such a long da/s work as 
we have here to deal with. Fifty-five minutes (exclusive 
of halts) must be allowed for wheeling up from Balm- 
hof to the Brunig inn. (N.B. — You can cut off a 
comer in the village of Brienzwyler.) The inn is not 
the actual summit of the pass, as the road still con- 
tinues to rise for another half mile or more; but unless 
the gusty wind usually to be found plapng round the cor- 
ners at the top of a high pass is very strong, you can easily 
mount and ride the rest. The descent on the other side is 
at first very gradual, and you have no need of die brake for 
the first mile, but the last two miles down to Lungern are 
at a severer gradient ; and when on turning a comer you 
look over and see your road seemingly close under you, 
though nearly a thousand feet below, you will wonder how 
on earth you are ever going to get down to it. At Lungem 
there is a break in the descent for two or three miles, after 
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which you come upon another steep and tortuous hill of 
500 feet called the Eaiserstuhl. The traffic over the 
Brunig pass in the season is very great, and the road on the 
Lucerne side of it does not wear very well with it. Parts 
of it are mended with indifferent stone, and as it runs for 
some distance through thick pine forests and under steep 
overhanging cliffs it does not dry up so quickly as most 
roads — ^you must therefore be prepared for some ugly bits 
here and there. The hill on the Brienz side, on the other 
hand, has a magnificent surface. It is in the Canton Bern, 
where they make better roads than they do in Unter- 
walden ; it is mended with harder stone, and it is more 
exposed to sun and air. It is a splendid hill to ride down. 
Of course it will be understood that such hills as these are 
not to be attempted unless you have thoroughly " proved " 
your brake, and have satisfied yourself by experience of 
your power to bring yourself to a halt and a dismount at 
any moment, no matter what the gradient. With regard to 
the Brunig in particular, I am not penning these words of 
caution on any imaginary grounds. Some four years since 
a young Englishman attempted it to his cost ; he was run 
away with and picked up insensible with serious fractures, 
etc. Again, a bicyclist in Switzerland must be prepared 
not only to study the actual safety of other passengers 
on the road, but the appearance of it A frightened 
horse, where roads are flanked by such precipices as 
these, would almost necessarily imply a bad accident; 
and in countries where bicycles have not yet secured 
a recognised position, and where every detail of public 
life is considered the legitimate province of " paternal govern- 
ment," any indication of reckless riding might easily lead to 
their prohibition. It should be remembered, too, that the 
custom abroad is for vehicles to pass each other " au pas" 
and that a coachman on meeting anything invariably 
slackens up before passing. Tour diligence driver is a 
functionary of " the State," and to ride full tilt past his 
five, six, or even eight hoises (unless you happen to be pre- 
viously on familiar terms with him and them) is not only a 
risk, but a severe breach of constitutional respect. We 
made a particular point of carrying out these proprieties 
and customs of the road to their fullest extent, and in con- 
sequence elicited remarks of the most unbounded admiration 
and astonishment at the way we " held back " on the very 
steepest bits of hill. For the sake of the future of Con- 
tinental bicycling it is to be hoped that our example in this 
respect may be scrupulously followed, and that we may not 
for some seasons to come hear of anyone careering down these 
hills " legs over." This may no doubt be a safe proceeding 
so far as the bicyclist himself is concerned, but appear- 
ances" are distinctly against it ; and in this matter it 
cannot be too often repeated— it is essential that appear- 
ances " should be studied. Especial caution is necessary 
when the roads are at all wet. On a long bit of straight 
bill which you see to be clear, it is so natural (if you do not 



think of this) to give yourself a free rein, and then when 
you are approaching the comer, and wish to slacken up, you 
will perhaps find your tyre too wet for the brake to act, 
and your velocity too strong to admit of back-pedalling. 
Though the consequences of frightening a horse when you 
are coming down these hilk would no doubt be serious, it 
is satisfactory to think that the risk of doing so is not great, 
for, as a general rule, the drivers are then on foot walking 
by their side ; or, if not, the horses are too encumbered with 
the heavy vehicles they are dragging up the hill to be able 
to shy if they wished to do so. We used to find in the 
passengers themselves our greatest source of risk and diffi- 
culty. These are also mostly dismounted, and keep dodging 
in and out from behind the carriages, or popping suddenly 
across the road from one bank to another comparing their 
botanical specimens; or (if they be (Germans), they will stand 
in an excited group all across the road, gesticulating and 
clamourbg about the view as only Germans can. What 
with their tongue-clatter, the grinding of their own 
vehicles, and perhaps the pleasanter brawl of some rushing 
mountain torrent at the roadside, bells and whistles are 
of little avail : nothing but a sharp eye and a strong 
hand can save you from collisions. It will be seen then 
that it is of real importance, if you are riding in company, 
that you should keep " open order " on these hills. If one 
of the party knows the road, let him lead, and let the 
others keep slackening up whenever they see him slacken, 
so as always to maintain their fuU distance from him. 
The leader should also be careful to call the attention 
of the travellers he passes to the others coming behind, 
otherwise they are sure to turn round and stare at him, 
and so block the road. By far the most convenient plan 
in the case of long and frequented hills like these, is to 
avoid, if possible, just those particular hours of the day 
when they are most beset with carriages ; and for this 
purpose the bicyclist should not only possess a map, but 
also a time-table. The little yellow book, Chiide dee 
Ycyagewn en Suisse published by Burkli of Zurich, and 
to be had of any bookseller for fifty centimes, contains 
the times not only of the trains and steamers, but also of 
all the coaches, etc. The bulk of such traffic as is to be 
met with on the Brunig will coincide with the coach hours ; 
for even where a private vehicle is taken instead of the 
diligence and its numerous " supplements," it is generally 
chartered from some point reached by train or steamer in 
connection with which the mail-coaches run. A reference 
therefore to the mail-coach table will give you the time at 
which most of the private traffic is to be encountered as 
well. Thus, in riding down the Brunig to Lungem, you 
may expect to meet the procession up-hill sometime between 
12.45 and 1.45, and again just three hours later ; on the 
Eaiserstuhl you would meet it between 11.0 and 12.0, and 
2.0 and 3.0. In riding the other way you would find the 
Brienz caravan toiling up between 9.30 and 10.30, and 
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12.30 and 1.30. Of course you will meet a few odd 
carriages at other times, as some people take them direct 
firom Luceme or Interlachen and are thus independent 
of the train and steamboat hours, but the bulk of the 
traffic can be avoided in this way. 

The Brunig pass is generally taken in the reverse 
direction, that is from Luceme to Interlachen, for the sake 
of the view at the top, where the Oberland mountains burst 
suddenly upon you (when not asleep — vide Mark Twain) in 
all their majesty ; but I doubt whether this is the best 
direction for the bicyclist. Undoubtedly he would find the 
hill on the Brienz side, so far as the surface is concerned, a 
better one to ride down than the Lungem hill ; he 
would also find the latter a pleasanter one to walk 
up, on account of the shady pine-forests through which it 
winds ; but in coming from Luceme he would have a lot 
of lesser hills to encounter, besides the Lungem hill and 
the Eaiserstuhl; and these, owing to inferiority of road 
surface, would I fear be found somewhat fatiguing ; so 
that on the whole the direction given above is the best 
one. There is no possibility of mistaking the road, neither 
is there any necessity for a dismount, when once over the 
pass. There are, however, two places where streams cross 
the road in stone channels of considerable dimensions ; one 
a mile beyond Lungern, and the other about two miles 
beyond Alpnach Qestad. There is a plank in the first case, 
and an elevated causeway in the second for foot passengers, 
both on the left-hand side of the road. The streams may 
be ridden through with care if not too full ; but sometimes 
you would not be able to see the paved bed, and an involun- 
tary bath would be the probable result. I tried the plank 
on one occasion, but regret to have to chronicle a fall in 
consequence, though I got so far across it as to come down 
on the dry road and not in the water. Sarnen, the princi- 
pal town you pass, is paved, but the paving is good and 
perfectly rideable, as is also that on the bridge at Lucerne. 
In coming into Lucerne take a fine broad gravel turning to 
your right, about 200 yards beyond the level railway cross- 
ing ; by so doing you will avoid the worst of the paved 
streets. Other useful information about Lucerne, not 
ascertainable in Baedeker, I will give when I come to treat 
of it as a bicycling centre. 

Should anyone pick up some broken bits of familiar- 
looking metal, half-way between Sarnen and Alpnach, his 
curiosity or possible anxiety may be anticipated and 
allayed by my stating at once that they are fragments of 
one of the cones of the " Centaur's " hind wheel, which, 
after having creaked and cracked, groaaed and gaped more 
and more all the way from Lungern, and involved us in a 
succession of dismounts, finally split up and parted com- 
pany with the wheel about this point. However, as the 
retum journey to Thun next day was performed without 
further disaster, we have ascertained that a hind wheel will 
run sixty miles just as well with one cone as with two— 



a piece of experience which may prove consoling to others 
similarly situated. 

I have alluded to the commendations we elicited on the 
road by the style in which we "held up" down hill, and 
in Sarnen, through which we rode just as the diligences 
were halting, we received a perfect ovation — the excited 
foreigner standing up on the box seat and clapping his 
hands and shouting " Bravo ! bravissimo I" It is only 
right as a set off against this that I should recount a 
somewhat derogatory remark made the same day in our 
hearing by a young English lady, who ought to have known 
better than to say as we passed her : — *' 1 wonder what 
Club has sent (sic) those fellows out here ! " — ^as if we were 
the paid emissaries of a kind of Missionary Society. 

I ought to have stated at the outset that there is an 
early train (5.15) from Thun to Lucerne, by which you can 
dispatch your bag and get the necessary ticket for it 
before leaving by the steamer. 

GsRABD F. Cobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 



DERBYSHIRE ROADS. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — I have just retumed from Derbyshire, and, having 
done some bicycling there, feel bound to report on the 
roads. I went northwards shuddering with a fear of the 
nameless horrors which the guide books promised me after 
Derby; but as I got deeper and deeper into the lovely 
scenery of the Derwent valley I was surprised to find the 
roads always passable, generally good, and sometimes 
splendid. Taking the pretty little town of Bakewell, which 
is within easy distance of Haddon and Ghatswprth, as a 
centre, many excellent roads will be found running in all 
directions. The high road from Sheffield to Bakewell, 
mnning six miles up and six miles down, before reaching 
Barlow crosses moorlands which, to my thinking, surpass 
both Devonshire and Torkshire. From Chesterfield to 
Bakewell is a fine hilly road, though the direct road from 
Matlock to Chesterfield is — can easily believe the Hon. 
Treasurer — as bad as bad can be. The road which connects 
Chesterfield and Sheffield, and thus completes the circuit 
from Bakewell, is good but uninteresting. 

From Bakewell to Buxton is a most wonderful ride : the 
road rans through wooded clefts over a mountain range, 
the surface is grand, but the scenery is sufficiently fine to 
distract one's notice from anything els& From Bakewell 
to Castleton, through Barlow and Hathenye, is good until 
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the last few miles, wbich are soft limestone, and consequently 
bad in wet weather. From Bakewell to Matlock is level 
but not good, but from Matlock to Derby is excellent 
travelling. Besides these mail .roads there are numerous 
orossways round Bakewell whipi are very good. In con- 
dnsion, no bicyclist's education is complete till he has 
visited Derbyshire, and Bakeivill would be a good centre 
for any pottering bicyclist inclined for a week's esploration. 

^ D. R. Smith. 

THE CRAWLEY HANDICAP. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib,— The distance run on Saturday for the Crawley 
Handicap was so variously given, ranging from 16 J to 18 
miles, that I have looked it up in an old roadbook and find 
Fozley Hatch given as 12 miles from Westminster, Redhill 
20|, Horley 24, Crawley 29 ; and on measuring out on an 
inch ordnance I find it the same. Asuwe started a little 
south of Foxley Hatch and finished a little north of 
Crawley, say a quarter of a mile short at the two ends 
together, it will give the distance run as 16f miles. As 
the time was 1 hr. 4 min. for the full distance, exclusive 
of time start, it is as well to know the correct distance for 
future competitions. — ^Yours truly, A Compbtitoe. 


are the same, and the effect of the race being made slightly 
longer would seem to be favourable to the outside man, who 
18 presumably as ii^ this case " coming up." 
Southfields, Eastbourne, Sept. 22. 

PROPOSED BANK HOLIDAY RUN. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

SiB,~I notice a letter in the last issue of the Gazetib 
marked " W. X. W." at which I feel inclined to take 
exception. He would seem to imply that few members of 
the L.B.C. can be found who would be willing to take part 
in a Bank Holiday run, and only because of the subsequent 
risk of making the return journey among holiday-makers. 
For my own part 1 see very little discomfort in getting 
home under these conditions ; and as far as the pretended 
difficulty of the morning start is concerned, this surely can 
easily be obviated by quitting the suburbs **nec temeri nec 
timidi" previous to the arrival, in any considerable force, 
of obnoxious East-enders. In conclusion I may say that, 
after considering both the social advantages and beneficial 
effects to be derived from such a day's outing, I am con- 
vinced from practical experience that many members of the 
Southern districts could be found, alike willing and ready 
to £BU$e the difficulties so ably put forward by W. X. W. 

TUSBOB. 


THE LAP RACE AT THE OVAL. 
To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm, — ^I am sure your readers will excuse my speaking up 
for myself on the subject of the Sporting Life account of the 
lap race at the Oval, which appeared in the Gazette. I 
have nothing to say to its details as far as they go, but the 
writer was probably unaware of what for the sake of my 
character for honesty I should wish to be known by my 
fellow members, namely, that after at once and strongly 
urging Hamilton to ''object" in order that the race might, 
if necessary, be re-run or the jtdge's decision reversed, and 
meeting with a refusal, I went [to the committee with the 
same object but without success. I am the more sorry that 
anything of the kind should have occurred, as in Hamilton, 
whose last race in England it vifis, we are losing one who is 
not only one of the best riders, but one of the nicest men I 
have met on the London path, and one whose good opinion 
I value at considerably more t^n five guineas. — I am, sir, 
yours truly, J. S. Whatton. 

p,g,— Is it not the case that on a circular path like the 
Oval, where there is plenty of room, and where the surface 
is the same everywhere, the faot of the inside man running 
wide is, if anything, an advantage to his opponent ? for the 
relative distances to be traversed before reaching the tape 

> 


RACING FIXTURES. 

Rule 40 enaotfl that no member represent the Clab at any raoe meeting 
withoat pennifldon from the Ci^tain. The foUowing list of Racing 
Fixtures has been submitted to the Captain, who sanctions onr 
members racing at any of the meetings mentioned. Any member 
wishing to ride at any meeting not included in this list Is requested 
to communicate with the Oaptaim 

Oct. 7.— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 4— L.A.C. at Stamford Bridge. 

ANSWER to' CORRESPONDENT. 
R. M. a— Thanhs. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions mrst be addressed to The Editor, L.RC. Qasette, 
85, Bastoheap, E.G.," «*x)& must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be reoeiyed not 
later than Tuesday at 6.80 p.m. 

Printed for the Propridton by Dablivo & Son, at the Mlnerra Steam 
Printing Office^ 86, Eastcheap, London, E.G.— September 28, 1882. 
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The next Gazette will be published an Thursday, the 
2nd of November. Copy intended for insertion in it 
should be sent in by 6 p.m. on the 31st inst. 

BICYCLE TOURING CLUB. 

The following were some of the resolutions passed at the 
monthly meeting of the council held at the Red Lion/' 
Salisbury, on the 16th ult. : — 

265 — "That a Committee be appointed to make inqniries, submit 

dengns, and obtain tenders for the famishing of Iron Tablets, 
to be supplied to, and affixed ontside, the various Hotel Head- 
quarters, and that Messrs. B. E. Phillips and W. Pye English^ 
of London, be asked to serve as snch Committee." 

266— "That the date and place for holding the half-yearly General 

Meeting, in accordance with Bale 16, be fixed at the October 
Conncfl Meeting." 

267— "That a petition be drawn up, to be presented with that of the 

Bioyde Union, requesting the Duke of Cambridge to aUow 
'cjrclists to pass through BIdimond Park." 
266 — "That the name Alfred Bunt, of Perraoxabuloe^ Conwall, be 
erased from the books of the Club on the ground that he is a 
profeosional." 

Mr. W. B. Tanner gave notice of his intention to propose, 
at the next Council Meeting, that Mr. W. B. Oumey, of 
Bradford, be appointed as successor to Mr. S. H. Ineson, 
in the post of Hon. Treasurer. 

The next Council Meeting will be held at Anderton's 
Hotel," Fleet Street, London, on Saturday, the 21st of 
October, at 5 p.m. 
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LAWN TENNIS. 
T. E. Scrutton and A. H. Rolls having been defeated by 
Elgood, the N.W. man remains to try his luck with H. R. 
Reynolds for the final The time and place of this contest 
will shortly be appointed, and by application to H. N. 
Sharp members desirous of seeing it can have the informa- 
tion required. A very delectable racquet (kindly presented 
by R. G. Francis) awaits the second prizeman, but the first 
prize has not attained its full value by some five shillings 
or so ; any gentleman who has not paid is requested to 
send his " bob " at once. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. DismicT. 
80th Sept. The N.E. may be fairly said to have scored 
a success for their closing run, as the muster at Abridge 
was up to their little record, which, it may be remem- 
bered, has been raised twice this year. The start from the 
Comer was hardly cheerful, only Nevill and Lloyd accom- 
panying the B.C. The roads were rather heavy and the 
pace not very dreadful, but in Woodford Bridge Lyne was 
sighted and caught, and at Abridge Livingstone and his 
brother were waiting for us, having come up on a double 
tri. Weeks soon turned up, and was followed by the 
Forest Gate contingent three strong, and shortly after 
by the Treasurer, his brother, and Sewell, who had been 
a longer spin. After sitting down to tea G. H. Gibbs 
and Long arrived, having come by train, and then 
two more visitors made the party up to seventeen. 
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The tea was suhetantial, and though somewhat impeded by 
constant arrivab was ultimately plentiful, though it is 
feared some members' patience was a little tried. After 
tea a piano and a variety of songs tended to a smoking 
concert on a small scale, and about 8.0 the party set off 
for home. The double tri. had to do duty to clear the way 
in Chigwell, as a fair was going on, and very well it did it, 
but the return was otherwise without incident till the D.C. 
left company at George Lane. Then the fun appears to 
have commenced. One captious member asserts that the 
Clapton contingent were decoyed almost to Ghingford by way 
of a short cut across the marshes, but they appear ultimately 
to have reached Spring Hill, and were proceeding to Gazenove 
Boad, at which point the reporter refers somewhat vaguely 
to a footpath, which seems unlikely, off which a passer-by 
tried to kick the Treasurer without success ; but the same 
passer pulled the Treasurer's brother off either the path 
or his machine, — the telegraphic reports are not clear on this 
point This the injured party resented and retaliated. 
The Treasurer appears to have made an attack on the 
nearest likely-looking person, who naturally didn't like it, 
and some disturbance seems to have ensued, until one very 
able-bodied member " took hold " of the original offender, 
and ultimately the party retired and reached their homes 
in safety. There is a sense of mystery about the whole story. 

The D.G. is very grateful to those who attended and 
made up so capital a muster, which was its own reward to 
a large degree, and he writes to take this oppportunity of 
thanking the District for the very able support which the 
runs have had, which has resulted in as successful a season 
at any rate as any in his recollection. Present : Ashley 
Barrett, Ernest Barrett, G. H. Gibbs, R. B. Hough, A. 
Lloyd, Long, Lyne, G. Livingstone, T. G. Nevill, R D. 
Sewell, E. A. Weeks, five visitors (A P. Barrett, S. Hough, 
A. Eelsey, E. B. Livingstone, and G. H. Lloyd), and 

Theo. Godlbe, District Gaptain. 



N.W. Dbbtriot. 
Notwithstanding the threatening weather and occasional 
showers we had a very fair muster for the last run of the 
season. Seven members left the Heath punctually at four 
o'clock, and were considerably reinforced at Tally Ho ! 
which place we left thirteen strong. Eeynes left us at the 
bottom of Bamet Hill to return home to tea, and Hindley 
turned off at the top to play tennis, it appears, with some 
individuals who cannot patronise two-wheelers. A diversion 
was made at the monument, some going round by the lanes, 
and others keeping to the main road. Eventually we all 
arrived safe at the "Duke o' York." Lown was found 
waiting, having come on before with his tyke, and 
done a little blackberrying. A very good tea was 
obtained for one-and-sizpence, including especially nice 
greengage preserve ad lib. After this repast Hindley again 
joined us, and we spent a very pleasant evening trying to 



make some one sing a song with a good chorus ; when the 
choruses did come they were pretty well taken up (?) The 
old refrain of "The Duke of York and his ten thousand men" 
was repeated pretty often in honour of the house. A start 
was made soon after eight, the rain considerately keeping 
off. Present, the following fifteen members : Aiken, Bower, 
Glements, Elgood, G. L. Hill, W. T. Hill, Hindley, Jackson, 
Keynes, Lown, McBean, Paxon, P. W. B. Spencer, H. 
Spencer, and 

E. S. Pbice, District Gaptain's Substitute. 
There will be unoflBcial runs for the next few Saturdays 
from the Heath at four o'clock, and Tally Ho ! Gomer 
430. It is proposed to run to Shenley next Saturday. 



W. AND S.W. DiSTEIOTS. 

Sept. 30. Having been told that the runs were lacking 
in incident, presumably on account of our careful riding, 
we took steps to compete with other districts in this our 
last run of the year, in the matter of complicated accidents 
and hairbreadth escapes. First of all Radford induced the 
D.G. to share the original Royal Oak 'bus, weighing about 
3 cwt. Next we bethought ourselves of a friend innocent 
of bicycling during the last few years, and, removing a few 
cobwebs from his ancient crock, we gave him a mount upon 
the cranky engine of destruction, blessed him, lent him a 
hub lamp, and told him to trust in Providence. Riding 
through the river road to Barnes, we found it inundated by 
a tide high enough to prevent steamers passing under 
Hammersmith Bridge. We soon saw our visitor struggling 
under his machine in twelve inches of water, while the 
Sociable about a hundred yards further in the lake was 
colliding with boats, being pushed along by small boys, and 
running on reefe in the shape of submerged kerbstones. At 
last a friendly van threw^ us a rope, and we were towed 
triumphantly for a couple of miles, but our visitor we saw 
no more. We then climbed up to the Star and Garter," 
and proceeded to fly Petersham Hill. Fortunately we 
escaped incidents here, but the pace was fearful towards 
the bottom. At Ham we were reminded by a bicycle 
shop that our pedal rubbers wanted wiring, for they 
had been performing a dangerous extra orbit on their 
own account, in consequence of which Radford had 
already been shot out down Notting Hill upon his 
shoulddr, and had been run over by his own 'bus. It is 
needless to say that the 'bus did not turn over ; this, of 
course, is nearly an impossibility. Our pedals firm once 
more, we went on to Ham Gommon and saw the Jupiter 
B.G. races, and met Sherriff, but utterly failed to induce 
him to come to Kingston again, as he had been waiting 
there for the S.W. meet and nobody had met him. He 
had tried his best to meet himself by dodging himself 
round corners, and had become tired and sulky in the 
operation. At "The Griffin" we met 0. Thorn, and the 
three W. men had an uproarious social all to themselves. 



Google 



Digitized by 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



Lamps lighted we started for home, stopping about every 
half mile to relight them, but at length reached and began 
to climb Petersham Hill. This was too much for the 
unwieldy 'bus, and we soon found the pedals going about 
twenty miles an hour forward and the machine going gently 
but firmly backward. It reminded one of back-pedalling 
on a " Devon," and the driver and conductor were forced 
to go back to Ham, leave it for repair, and go home by 
train from Richmond. Present: A. L. Radford, H. H. 
Sherriff, 0. Thorn, E. A. Barnham (visitor), and 

Daniel T. Nops, District Captain. 

F.S. — Oct. 3rd. The run was continued and finished 
this evening. We had our revenge on the machine by 
climbing Petersham Hill in several inches of mud, with 
8topi>ages about every two feet. 



S.E. DiSTBicu 

Sept. 30. This was the last o£BciaI run of the season, and, 
upon the whole, it must be admitted that the attendance 
was very satisfactory. It would have been pleasant to have 
seen some of the twenty-two men of the District who have 
not yet attended one solitary run this year, but no doubt a 
good many of them were really unable to come, as was 
explained in various letters received by the District Captain. 
As it was. The O'Reilly came up from Brighton, and H. R. 
Bejrnolds, L. B. Reynolds, and H. N. Sharp, who were 
riding to Brighton, took Godstone on their way, so as to 
join the run. They treated us very well at the " Clayton 
Arms ; " there was no half-warm underdone veal, and there 
was some marmalade. The meal was in fact good, and 
after it was over Wigan gave us a few lively airs on the 
piano, which were followed by songs from the Southern 
Guide, C. Newman, and others. "Auld Lang Syne" 
brought our evening's enjoyment to a close, but it is under- 
stood that eight of the members went on to East Grinstead, 
and remained over night at the comfortable "Railway 
Hotel," the party splitting up the following morning in all 
sorts of directions. The other portion rode home from 
Godstone, and everyone seemed sorry that the season was 
over. We felt that this closing run was worthy to rank 
with any of its predecessors, for did it not attract two 
enamellists, eight gold medallists, four ex-District Captains, 
an ex-champion, and two or three of the best racing men 
on the path ? Tiiey are all members of our Club, and still, 
and it is to be hoped always will, take an interest in a good 
Club run. Present : F. L. Adam, A. Barker, G. F. Beck, 
R. G. Francis, Alfred Herbert, Sidney Herbert, J. Kinder, 
H. G. Middleton, W. J. Muller, W. R Naylor, C. Newman, 
The O'Reilly, J. C. Oswald, C. E. Parker, A. L. Potter, 
L. Potter, H. R. Reynolds, L. B. Reynolds, C. F. Schmettau, 
H. N. Sharp, D. R. Smith, S. P. Smith, S. E. Whealler, 
0. Wigan, F. M. Williams, W. Wyndham, and 

H. G. A. Bbown, District Captain. 

Members will kindly bear in mind that there will be runs 



from the Fire Station, Katharine Street, Croydon, during 
the present month of October. The start will always b» 
at four o'clock punctually, and the destinations as follows : 

October 7 Walton-on-the-HilL 

„ 14 Bletchingley ("White Hart"). 

„ 21 Riverhetul (" Amherst Arms "). 

„ 28 East Grinstead ("Railway Arms"). 

There has been a run in this District every Saturday 
since 11th February, and I should like to see an unbroken 
line of thirty-four runs in one season. 

H. G. A. Bbown, District Captain. 



BAST GRINSTEAD. 
A party of eight members determined on Saturday last 
to ride on to East Grinstead after the Godstone Meet, and 
to spend one of those jolly musical evenings which used to 
occur so fre<][uently two years ago. They left Godstone 
soon after eight, and, piloted by Naylor on his tricycle, 
reached their destination in a little over an hour — the 
bicyclists being much impressed by the speed of the three« 
wheeler. They were not long in stabling their machines in 
their old resting place in tlie billiard room, and in tiddng 
possession of the drawing room, where, with music, songs, 
and punch, they passed a most pleasant evening. Present : 
A. Barker, G. F. Beck, R. G. Francis, J. Kinder, W. E. 
Naylor, C. Newman, F. M. Williams, W. Wyndham. 



ECHOES. 

The only answer recoverable from Copsefield, in reply to 
an inquiry for the Captain, is as follows : " The Boss is 
hunting the nimble bloater. — ^T. S." 

What a capital thins it is to have a small record ! The 
N.E. have four times this year beaten their previous record. 
• ••••• 

We hear the N.E. District are going to swear in a few 
special constables next year, after their recent encounter. 

" On the 80th September, at Clement VOIa^ Lower Addisoombe Boad, 
Croydon, the wife of J. Williams, Jun^ of a son." 

As the run to Godstone was the last official run of the 
season, it was thought a fitting opportunity to tender the 
thanks of the District to the energetic D.C. for the excellent 
manner in which he had fulfilled the somewhat, arduous 
duties of his post. It was reported that, thanks to his hard 
work, the District had again scored a best on record in the 
way of attendances. 

The twenty-four hours' Road Ride on "Faciles," pro- 
moted by Ellis and Co., took place on Saturday last, with 
the following result: — ^Snook first, 214^ miles; Sutton 
second, 198 miles ; Cole third, 189 miles. About twenty- 
six starters. I understand iJiat Pem Coleman made all 
the arrangements for the race. 

The following conversation is reported to me. Sentry : 
"Who goes there?" Innocent Individual: "Friends. 
Can you tell me a good place to photograph about here ? " 
Sentry : " Photograph ! Let me catch you at it. I'll 
string you both up to the nearest lamp-post if you don't 
evaporate quickly." I cannot vouch for the truth of this 
report Rambler. 
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A DAY AT PORTLAND. 
Two members were staying a short time since at a small 
village on the Dorsetshire coast, and one fine August 
morning, leaving the " bikes " on tmra j/irma, put off in 
the dingey to a smart three-tonner — ^the "Dauntless" — 
lying in the cove ; got sail on her and ran out to sea, with 
a wholensail breeze blowing, for a trip across to the Isle of 
Portland. The distance as the crow flies is about twelve 
miles, and the wind looked about right for fetching the 
island in one reach ; so a quick passage was anticipated. 
There was a stifi&sh sea on, so macintoshes were the order 
of the day, and with an ex D.C. at the helm we careered 
along gaily,, with an occasional shower bath to freshen us 
up. The wind, however, freshening, and the passenger 
engaging the man at the wheel in conversation, a regular 
green sea was presently taken on board which roused " the 
crew " to activity ; and the ship being luffed up a reef was 
forthwith taken in the mainsail, and we proceeded more 
steadily. Our hopes of reaching our destination speedily, 
however, were doomed to disappointment, as they com- 
menced firing the big guns from one of the forts on the 
island, and one of the shot passing unpleasantly near our 
little craft, "the crew" (being also half-owner of the 
vessel) deemed it prudent to put about and run in for the 
land a bit. The wind then dropped considerably and came 
around from several points, which deUyed us so tliat by the 
time anchor was cast in Portland Roads we were quite 
ready to tackle the hamper of provisions we had with us. 
The crew then manned the captain's gig and pulled us 
ashore, where we commenced a tour of exploration, on the 
look out for likely subjects for the camera and instantaneous 
shutter which we had brought with us. Passing through 
the main street of Chesilton, ve proceeded to climb the 
hill beyond, leading to the prison and barracks, but were 
startled by a peremptory voice from up aloft somewhere 
ordering us to " stop," and inquiring " Where are you 
going?" On looking up we beheld a warder on sentry 
duty perched on an elevated platform commanding the 
road, and with his rifle brought to " the charge." Being 
strangers to the locality we could only reply vaguely that 
we were going " up here." " Then you can't," says he, 
still keeping his rifle in the same unpleasant position. We 
were nonplussed, but luckily at this moment a country girl 
with a basket came along, and as she passed said, sotto voce, 
" Say you're going up to the barracks." The tip was at 
once taken, and with a pleasing assumption of innocence 
the ex D.C. gave a more satisfactory explanation of our 
desired destination. This was not quite enough, however, 
for the one above, as he demanded our promise that we 
" would not stop on the way," but would continue right 
along until we entered the barracks. This given in a solemn 
manner, we were allowed to proceed under the escort of our 
friend the butter maiden, who proved communicative. The 
reason of the precautions was soon perceived, as we came 



on several gangs of eonvicta working close to the road, 
each under the surveillance of an armed warder in an 
elevated position in their midst. To a student ot human 
physiognomy it was certainly interesting to obeerve the 
types of countenance of the majority of the men. It k 
aJmost impossible to conceive, without actually seeing it, so 
much of the brutal and repulsive in feature as was here 
gathered together, and in their hideous dresses, toiling 
under a burning sun moving about great masses of stone^ 
their lot appeared to be particularly " not a happy one." 
Our promise was kept, however, and we did not actually 
stop on the road, although the temptation was great to 
allow the camera to have a peep at them, through the lens, 
if only for the twentieth part of a second. On arriving at 
the massive stone tunnel leading through the fortifications 
the way was barred by another warder, this time with 
drawn sword, who inquired our business. He was told that 
we had none, and were simply desirous of obtaining a few 
photographs about the place. We noticed that this seemed 
to stagger him a bit, but were reassured by his politely 
requesting us to follow him inside, where he introduced us 
to the officer on duty, and explained our modest request. 
His reply was a little disconcerting : " If there is one thing 
we are particular about up here it is that no photographs of 
any kind be taken ;" and he intimated that although we 
were no doubt loyal subjects of Her Majesty, he should be 
compelled, if we persisted in our endeavours, to order our 
immediate arrest. We explained that we were not in 
the pay of any foreign power with an order for plans of the 
fortifications, but simply on the look out for interesting 
little studies of life at Portland, but all to no purpose, and 
we were compelled to pursue our way sadly and with the 
ever-watchful eye of the authorities upon us. After in- 
specting the massive strength of the place, and noting that 
wherever one might be it seemed impossible to find a 
position not overlooked by a man in blue, with rifle in 
band, we passed out through another solid stone gateway 
at least 100 feet thick ; the thought suggested itself how 
hopeless any attempt at escape would appear to be. Escapes 
are however occasionally effected ; one man only a short 
time since managed to give the warders the slip, and, 
requisitioning a boat from the shore, succeeded in getting 
clear away and effected a landing on the Dorsetshire coast, 
near LulwortL Here he hid away till the afternoon, when 
a gentleman over from Weymouth for the day lit upon a 
nice retired spot on the beach for a bathe, and swam away 
out enjoying himself amazingly till he turned to come in, 
when he was surprised to observe some one just completing 
his toilet on the beach, who just disappeared up the cliff 
path as he reached the shore, having appropriated all his 
clothes and left in exchange a filthy suit of canvas copiously 
besprinkled with the broad arrow. The ex-convict walked 
leisurely into the village enjoying a cigar, was in time for 
the boat, and so made use of the ticket to Weymouth which 
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he found in his pocket. After a good dinner at the hotel, 
he found on reference to his nice gold watch that he had 
just time to catch the tram to London, for which he was 
provided with the return half of a ticket, and he arrived 
oomfortably at Waterloo at night with gold still in bis 
purse. That other man with the canvas suit had rather a 
bad time of it 

We exposed a few plates when we got outside, but with- 
out including any of the prohibited objects, and taking ship 
once more, sailed across to Weymouth. Here we spent 
some time, and left as the evening was closiug in. The 
wind had almost dropped, except a slight breeze off the 
land, and when between two and three miles from the shore 
we were suprised to hear the sound of a harp, the arpeggios 
of which were plainly distinguishable reflected on the ear 
from the sail, although the sound of a brass band had some 
time since died away. The moon rose shortly after, and we 
bad a delightful voyage back home, enlivened by songs of 
a nautical character by the passengers. 



FROM MONMOUTH TO MIDLOTHIAN. 

From Somersetshire, where I had been staying a week or 
so, W. A. Q. Walter and I made our way to Monmouth in 
detachments, so it will be as well to make the latter town 
our starting place. Our object was to get to Scotland by 
bicycle, but the route and other details usually so carefully 
settled before undertaking a fairly long tour we disregarded 
with a lofty scorn bred perhaps from ignorance, and yet 
this very unconcern undeniably was the cause of our com- 
plete enjoyment of somewhat adverse circumstances. So 
much for preface. It took us quite three hours to settle 
how much and what luggage we were to take, and so it was 
almost three o'clock on Saturday, August 19th, before we 
were clear of Monmouth ; a very muddy and not too smooth 
road which seemed all uphill brought us to the conclusion 
that it was just as easy to walk, and so we did up a long 
hill with a lovely view across the valley of the Wye. Our 
intention, if we had one, was to go straight to Hereford, 
and so on to Shrewsbury, which we imagined was only 
about 50 miles from Monmouth, and with this view we sent 
on our luggage thither by train. After riding about seven 
miles we found we were on the road to Ross, having taken 
the wrong road at starting ; however, we agreed it did not 
matter, especially as the surface was very good compared 
to what it had been before, and the route lay close along- 
side the Wye for some miles, with occasional short cuts 
across necks of peninsulas formed by the windings of the 
stream. The Wye from Ross to Monmouth is not to be 
missed if lovely scenery is any object From Ross the road 
undulates considerably but is very good going, and here 
and there one gets some pleasing glimpses of very pretty 
country, chiefly in the valleys which one is continually 
crossing. A long down hill stretch about four miles from 



Hereford brings us easily into that cheerful old cathedral 
town, whose acquaintance we should have much liked to 
further cultivate had time served. Here we only stopped 
long enough for tea, etc. (especially the etc.), and also in- 
dulged in the luxury of a sliave, as it was Saturday evening, 
and a razor formed no part of our impedimenta. For the 
next five miles or so the road was not so good, but it im- 
proved greatly on reaching the bottom of a long hill, whose 
name is probably Dinmore, for one or two places close by 
appear on the map as " so-and-so under Dinmore." Talking 
of maps reminds me that we didn't get a set of maps before 
making out our route, but bought them sort of haphazard 
when we had used up all the road given in the last one, 
and settled our road more by the coffee-room Bradshaw 
maps than anything else. Halfway up this hill there is a 
wayside fountain, and we made the most of Nature's gra- 
tuitous refreshment ; on into Leominster without any 
noteworthy incident; if going to Ludlow it is well to 
choose the road through Berrington, easily found by turning 
sharp to the right after crossing a stream at the bottom of 
the town. This road is almost hill-less, and the scenery 
should be pretty ; we however were unable to see it, as 
darkness had already set in. At Ludlow information was 
forthcoming that " The Feathers " was the best hotel ; if 
Ludlow runs to better I should like to see it. There is an 
air of respectable antiquity about Ludlow which is well 
combined with comfort at The Feathers Hotel." First 
day's ride 59 miles: After prospecting around in a 
generally vague sort of way (as it was Sunday we thought 
ourselves justified in not searching out the lions of the 
place, probably already amply described in the guide 
books), we left for Shrewsbury about eleven o'clock, 
and found the road very good, in fact so much so that, to 
use an Americanism, the milestones seemed like a stone 
wall by our side, they passed so quickly. The road follows 
the railway right into Shrewsbury, and is consequently 
fairly level ; while near Church Stretton, in passing between 
the Long Mynd and Wenlock Edge, two ranges of hills of 
great archsdological celebrity, it reminds one of some of the 
famous Swiss passes without any of their concomitant 
danger and unpleasantness. The " Qeorge Hotel," whither 
we had sent on our portmanteau from Monmouth, proved a 
very haven of rest, and although we had only ridden thirty- 
one miles, a change of clothes was most acceptable. On 
Monday, August 21st, we were off very early (that is, 
for us 1) being clear of Shrewsbury — that town of queerly- 
named streets — by about eleven o'clock. Good roads 
favoured us as far as Whitchurch, then they grew worse 
and worse, the towns hereabouts being vilely paved, and 
riding through them an impossibility. At Malpas we took 
a wrong turning, and found ourselves, after one or two 
abortive attempts to regain the main road, and much un- 
expected paving, like that of foreign roads, only more so, 
even in the open country at Coddington, a small village 
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nobody knows nor cares where, except misguided bicyclists. 
At last we did get back to the main road to Chester, and 
were soon comfortably ensconced in the Grosvenor Hotel." 
The arcades in the town are very curious, and probably 
betoken its great antiquity ; at any rate, a barber whom we 
employed, followed and overtook us to return a half- 
sovereign which one of us had dropped in his shop. Chester 
would thus seem a place where honesty and simplicity 
has not yet given way to expediency and artfulness. From 
here to Birkenhead the road is almost entirely straight and 
level, with very little pretty scenery to enliven its dull 
monotony of bleak table-land. Our evil geuius must have 
had a good time this day, for a head wind did all it knew 
to hinder us, and to our horror we found that we had sent 
on our things to a Temperance Hotel in Liverpool — but it 
shall be nameless, to such an extent do we loath it. I 
believe it is advertised in huge letters in every railway 
station in England, but never as a Temperance Hotel 
except up north, where they know they could not delude 
people into going there. However, we merely slept there, 
taking care to breakfast next morning at another hotel in 
full view of the enraged non-alcoholic manager. We went 
to see The World at one of the Liverpool theatres and 
were greatly amused thereby, but bitterly repented not 
having dined first, for afterwards we could not find a single 
restaurant open, and had to be content with greasy cold 
beef and " alwa3's ready " tea at our hotel — not quite the 
fare we hoped for after 51 miles against the wind. A three 
mile walk through the paved streets of Liverpool next morn- 
ing did not do much to improve our opinion of that grimy 
but business-like city. At last, when it was possible to 
mount, the road did not allow us to forget our misery, for 
every half-mile or so we came on to some of the vilest 
paving it has ever been my lot to feel, not even excepting 
that of foreign roads. At every railway crossing and canal 
we found about a quarter of a mile of this, and railways 
and canals are crowded into the country round Liverpool 
about as close as stoneheaps anywhere else. This sort of 
thing went on right into Ormskirk (13 miles), and thence to 
Preston the paving was half buried under a layer of macadam, 
but even then asserted itself with no ordinary virulence. To 
compensate for this ghastly road there are really splendid 
footpaths made of cinders, and smooth as a racing track ; 
these paths are enough to tempt the most rigid law abider 
even were the road good, but with it so foully rough as to 
make sitting down even now seem hazardous, our respect 
for bye laws soon wore off and we transgressed for miles. 
After a short halt at Preston for refreshment, we were just 
starting when Walter, in adjusting his hind wheel, somehow 
managed to wrench off the end of the pin on which is 
screwed the lock nut, and a stop was put to his riding any 
further that day. No remedy being attainable in Preston, 
and luckily having a new pin and cones in our portmanteau, 
which we had sent on to Lancaster, Walter went on thither 



by train, and I by bicycle. After Preston the road im- 
proved greatly, and the only place where a dismount is 
necessary is at Garstang (11 miles), where there is the last 
piece of paving on our route. The " C!ounty Hotel " at 
Lancaster where we put up is as desirable a spot as most, 
and its proprietor, a most enterprising man, who builds his 
own carriages and makes his own harness, etc., and owns 
another large hotel in the town, is most obliging, and takes 
good care of his bicycling guests and their machines. 
Distance from Liverpool to Lancaster 56 miles. Next day, 
August 23rd, we proposed to get to Keswick, and hoped to 
meet W. E. Adam and perhaps also his brother there. It 
was not an inviting day for riding, for it drisled the whole 
day, and now and then some really heavy showers fell, 
generally about ten minutes before we could get to any 
shelter. The roads were vile, but not worse than we ex- 
pected, and out of the whole fifty-four miles we must have 
walked very nearly thirty. However, we were determined 
that notliing should matter, and so we got on very weU, in 
spite of rain, hills, and rough roads. Garnforth was the first 
place of any size which we passed ; it is easily recognisable 
by its huge ironworka About three miles from here the 
road forks, and there is a huge board put up showing the 
way " to Milnthorpe, Kendal, and the Lakes," but I should 
fancy the other road, which goes through Barton-in-Kendal, 
must be a better one for bicycling, as it certainly cannot 
possibly be worse. Lunch at Milnthorpe off a piece of beef 
which must have been about half a cow or more, so immense 
was it. Perhaps, though, they dissect their cattle up there 
somewhat differently to the people down south, for neither of 
us had seen such a joint before. To get to Kendal the road 
goes up and down some respectable mountains, with here and 
there a big house tr3ring to hide itself behind some stunted 
trees of a very recently-planted appearance. About this 
point we began to notice that the country had greatly 
improved in point of scenery ; for while near Liverpool we 
had thought that if the Lake country was only beautiful in 
comparison to the neighbourhood of Liverpool it need not 
be so very grand after alL However, later on we could 
only wonder that the extremes of beauty and of hideousness 
could exist in such dose company. From Kendal to 
Windermere is still all up and down, with hardly any level, 
and a horribly rough road, improving very little, if at all, 
whilst alongside the lake. We both admired the views 
immensely in spite of the rain, but I need not here attempt 
to describe their beauty, which must be seen to be appre- 
ciated, especially as any such attempt on my part would 
certainly result in a lamentable failure. At Ambleside a 
short halt for tea was indulged in, and then on past Rydal 
Water and Grasmere, where the road is much better, and 
in some places is really good going. A long pull up hill, 
over Dunmail Raise, and a corresponding run down 
brought us to the bottom of Thirlmere, directly under 
Helvellyn, whose magnificence failed to overawe us. 
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The views from the top of the Raise were glorious, and 
in our humble opinion far excel in real beauty the much 
overrated Swiss lake scenery, where the stupendous 
grandeur of towering mountains allows no room for any of 
that perfect peace and calmness so characteristic of the 
English lakes. Of Thirlmere we saw but little, as it was 
now growing dark, but it seemed worth more attention 
than is usually bestowed upon it by the eager seekers of the 
beautiful. Matkabd H. JiPHSOir. 

(To be continued.) 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OOHTIinTXD FBOM OUB LAST.) 
B. SEOOHD DAT. 

Lucerne to Thun by the Emmmthal, 



Height 


Distance. 




1425 ... 




... Lucerae. 


1690 ... 


::: ij ::: 


... Malten. 


1870 ... 


... 14 ... 


... WohlhiiiiBen. 


2220 ... 


... 19i ... 


... Entlebnch. 


2230 ... 


... 20| ... 


... Haale. 


2890 ... 


... 23i ... 
... 29 ... 


... Schttpfheim. 


2820 ... 


... Escholzmatt 


2390 ... 


... 85 ... 


... Tnibsohachen. 


2240 ... 


... 884 ... 


... LangBAiL 


2210 ... 


... i\\ ... 


... Schtipfbach. 


2236 ... 


... 42i ... 


... Signan. 


2240 ... 


... 46i ... 


... Zadwyl. 


2150 ... 


... 49 ... 


... CroBB-roadi (no name). 


2000 ... 


... 52 ... 


... Dieasbacli. 


1360 ... 


... 54i ... 


... Oppligen. 


1850 ... 


... 60 ... 


... Thun. 



It is mainly fofthe sake of this ride that I have suggested 
treating Lucerne as an excursion to be made from Thun, as 
well as a centre for excursions from the place itself. Both 
physically and socially the Emmenthal is a valley of the 
highest interest ; for in addition to its natural beauty it 
contains some of the best built and most thriving villages 
in Switzerland, inhabited by a very fine race of people, 
famous for their skill in gymnastics and wrestling as well 
as in husbandry; and yet you will meet hundreds of English- 
men with whom Switzerland is a favourite holiday resort, 
who have never visited it — ^perhaps never even heard of it — 
or at the utmost will only know of it as a stage of the rail- 
way journey between Bern and Lucerne. The ride is a 
somewhat tortuous one, and it is well to get a general idea 
of your bearings by following the route carefully on the 
map beforehand. For the first stage as far as Wohlhausen 
(or Wohlhusen) you are going pretty well due W. ; here, 
however, road and river make a sharp bend and you travel 
due S. as far as Entlebuch, then S.W. to a point two miles 
beyond Escholzmatt, where you bend round to the N.W. 
Between Langnau and the cross-roads you go S.W. again, 
then due 8. to Oppligen, after which you bear S.E. to Thun. 

On leaving Lucerne you cross the bridge and make for 
the gravel road mentioned in A, at the back of the theatre, 
just beyond the " Hotel du Lac." This you follow, crossing 



a banked-up stream, after which it bends round to the right 
and so leads you into the main street, where you will have 
to ride for a little way over paving. Soon after this you 
have a level crossing, and in another quarter of a mile you 
will see a road forking up hill to the left. This road is a 
short cut to Malters, leading through Littau, Rengg, and 
Blatten. In distance you would save a mile by it, but as 
you have to mount up some 300 feet only to come down 
again, you will reach Malters quite as quickly and with less 
fatigue if you continue straight on along the main road, 
which is very good, and perfectly level throughout. The 
road follows the Reuss (with the railway between you and 
it) for another half mile, when it leaves it and strikes the 
Emme, bending with it round to the left. About two miles 
beyond Malters you will see a turn to the left, with a sign- 
post to Entlebuch. Do not take this — it is only a mountain 
track — continue straight on. Whenever you are in doubt 
as to route remember your course is that of the rail and the 
river. At Wohlhausen you turn down to your left and 
cross the river. A mile further on you cross the line, soon 
after which the road begins to mount, and zigzags to the 
left, taking you for the time above and away from rail and 
river. This ascent is long, and had better be walked. It 
is the only spot in the whole sixty miles where a dismount 
is necessary. There is a short hill a mile beyond Entlebuch, 
just after crossing the Entle, which will require a dismount 
if the surface should be out of condition, but not otherwise. 
There is a rough descent in the village of Hasle, and a rough 
descent and ascent in Signau, both requiring careftil riding; 
also, most of the covered bridges along the whole route should 
be cautiously taken. The ascent from Schiipfheim to Escholz- 
matt is very gradual. A mile and a half beyond the former 
the road forks ; take the right. Three miles beyond Eschok- 
matt, down the hill, there is another fork ; you bear to the 
right, following the railway. At Trubschachen, after 
crossing an uncovered bridge, turn to the left. At Langnau 
bear to the left, crossing the line a little short of the 
station, and keep again to your left, crossing the bridge at 
a fork a mile further on. In Zasiwyl bear to the left and 
cross the line, which you will then have on your right for a 
long straight stretch of two miles, a dull bit of road for 
Switzerland. On reaching the cross roads at the end of it 
turn to the left. At Oppligen you strike the high road 
from Bern to Thun (see § 4), close to Eiesen. This will, I 
fear, appear a somewhat long rigmarole of directions, but 
let it be remembered it refers to a course of sixty miles. 
In taking the road the reverse way, that is, from Thun to 
Lucerne, there are fewer chances of error. Note, (1) to 
turn to the right at the cross roads ; " (2) to be prepared 
for a somewhat concealed level crossing on a bit of descent 
beyond Signau, and to cross the river by a covered bridge 
at Schiipbach, a village with some remarkably nice-looking 
houses in it, half a mile or so further on ; (3) to turn to 
the right at Trubschachen ; you cannot well go wrong 
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elsewhere, and there is no need for a dismount uphill or 
downhill the whole way, unless it be for the rough bits in 
Signau and Hasle. Tour best halting places will be 
Langnau in riding from Lucerne to Thun, and Sch^pf heim 
in riding fix)m Thun to Lucerne. The church at the latter 
(Catholic) is worth a visit. Lunch is not expensive at the 
"Hotel Emmenthal'* at Langnau. Two years ago two of 
us had soup, trout, veal cutlets, salad, a siphon, and a half 
bottle of Yvome and of Beaujolais for fyur franco fifty ! 
And this year three of us htA soup, trout Qaxge size, 
specially selected), veal cutlets, potatoes^ salad, whcde bottle 
of Yvome, and two siphons for nine fifty. At Langnau we 
observed a notice board directing us to the "swimming 
baths," a tempting notice after riding close on forty 
miles, with a rise of 1500 feet, on a very hot day, in 
exactly four hours, all halts included. Accordingly we 
went in search, but found the bath enclosure locked. 
Applying at a neighbouring house for admission, we were 
informed, to our great amusement, "that the water 
would not come till Monday." This was a Saturday. It 
would seem that the supply was liable to be tapped on 
alternate days for mill purposes higher up. However, 
this little contretemps was of no practical importance, 
for (to parody an old proverb) there seemed to be as 
good water in the river close by as ever came out of it, 
whether on a Saturday or a Monday ; so we borrowed 
towels from the bathkeeper, and followed two hundred 
yards or so down stream till we came to a suitable place — 
some five feet depth of cold, clear, rushing water, where 
the bank was protected from its ravages by a framing of 
fir poles, which afibrded us most convenient anchorage and 
prevented our being swept off by the current. Oh ! how 
we did enjoy that bathe I and how those trout and cutlets 
disappeared after it ! On leaving Langnau after lunch, we 
started just a little after a passenger train which was 
running in the same direction. We amused ourselves by 
racing it for eight miles, as far as Zasiwyl, where there is a 
level crossing just beyond the station. The train was 
drawing up to the platform as we came up to the crossing, 
which we found closed, but on my whistling to the gate- 
keeper he most goodnaturedly opened the barriers, and 
we rode triumphantly across the line, just under the very 
nose as it were of the defeated engine. We had still 
another two and a half miles to run alongside of the 
line as far as the " cross roads," but the train was 
still behind us when we turned. But a yet more 
remarkable triumph of speed was in store for us. At 
Langnau I telegraphed to Mr. Staehle at the Thunerhof to 
have warm baths ready for us on our arrival. Strange to 
say, we ourselves rode up to the hotel just as the telegraph 
boy was delivering our message* Theoretically, it is per- 
haps what the Yankees would call a " tall " experience to 
have ridden twenty miles faster than the telegraph, albeit 
they were not done quite within the hour ; but practically 



we should have found greater satisfaction in an honourable 
defeat, as we should not then have been 'deprived of our 
much longed-for hot baths. As it was, being a Saturday, 
the German families in the hotel were heavily taxing the 
heating resources of the establishment just as we came in ; 
in fact, finding my accustomed bath-room unlocked, I 
innocently blundered in, and was for one brief moment 
the involuntary witness of a kind of "family tubbing all 
round " under the immediate superintendence of the head 
nurse. There was not time to " furnace up " three more 
hot baths before table iTkSte, so we had to content 
ourselves with cold, and endeavour to forget our disappoint- 
ment as well as the fatigues of the day in an extra amount 
of " Bouvier Fr^res " at dinner. 

Throughout this ride you will be much struck with the 
beauty of the houses and the general tokens of happiness 
and prosperity all around ; but there is one house to which 
I would call special attention, although it is mentioned in 
Baedeker, because in riding from Lucerne you come upon 
it somewhat suddenly at a bend in the road. It is the 
old hospital at Barau, halfway between Trubschachen and 
Langnau, on the right-hand side, a little beyond a level 
crossing. It is a wonderfully picturesque wooden building 
of most unusual size, probably the largest wooden building 
of the kind in existence. It is beautifully toned with age, 
and it is a marvel that it should have escaped the ravages 
of fire so long. There is a further reason for noting its 
position, namely, that you may be prepared to find a lot of 
deaf old people and invalids " taking the sun " along the 
road in front of it, and to ride cautiously in consequence. 

On this route you have no less than nineteen level 
crossings! Geeabd F. (Tobb. 

Thunerhof, Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued,) 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
For Sale. — ^A 50 inch " Stassen " roadster, with patent 
eccentric brake, etc. ; in perfect running order. Suitable 
for a beginner. Price £2, or offers. Apply B. H. Pollock, 
25, Thurlow Koad, Hampstead, N.W. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 
A. 0. Ward's address is now 22, Forest Road, Edinburgh. 
A. C. Smith's address is now Sutton Lodge, The Ridge- 
way, Enfield. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received with thanks : R. M. Gruggen, M. H. Jephson, 
W. X. W., Incognita, G. R. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribationB must be addrened to The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Easteheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
neoeasarily for insertion. They mnst be written on one side of the 
paper only, and must be reoeived not later than Tnesday, the Slst inst., 
at 5 p.m. 



Printed for the Proprietors by DARLnro & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— October 5, 1S82. 



Google 



Digitized by 



An Official Recobd of the Runs, Races, and other Doings of the L.B.C. 
Vol. V. No. 32.] ^'^'''''Ij&1^''7J^^^^ November 1, 1882. 



OONT 

PAOB 



EditorUl 246 

Annual Dinner Notice 245 

South-EMt Diatrict Ball 246 

Ii.B.C. Dramatic Society 246 

Committee 246 

Headquarters 246 



ne November Gazette appears a little be/ore the 
advertised time as it is of some importance that members 
should be ir^formed of the arrangements for the Annual 
Dinner as soon as possible. The latest hour for the reception 
of Copy for the December Gazette will be 5 p.m. on the 
28th November. 



The Committee have considered the question of Winter 
Entertainments, and have issued nvhat is, in our opinion, a 
most attractive programme. During the present month a 
Dinner is to take place under the anspices of the authorities 
of the Club ; to prevent us losing sight of our fellow mem- 
bers in December the S.E. District Captain has received 
the required permission to give a Ball at Croydon, a locality 
connected with London by such a capital service of fast 
trams that it is scarcely more trouble for a West-end 
member to visit it than to attend a Ball in the City ; and 
for January the ofier of the Dramatic Society to give a 
performance has been accepted. It is evident that the 
Committee have been anxious not to satiate members 
with too many good things, though at the same time we 
think that the most enthusiastic supporters of Winter 
Entertainments will feel satisfied with what is planned 
for their amusement. Some members may think that it 
would be well to have one or two smoking concerts. As to 
the advisability or non-advisability of such a course the 
members who will be elected to the 1883 Committee will 
no doubt be asked to decide, and they will be able to base 
their decision on the results of the Dinner, Ball, and 
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Dramatic Performance instituted by the present members 
in oflice. It may not be out of place to say a few words 
about tickets. Some members seem to think it a hardship 
when tickets are sent to them to dispose of, but no 
rule of the Club compels them to get rid of them ; 
it is for them to decide whether they will help to make the 
Entertainments successful by their presence and that of 
their friends; and when they receive numbered tickets 
they need not trouble themselves to return the unused 
ones, as cognizance is only taken of those tickets given up 
at the doors. But the actual payment for tickets is not 
the only desideratum ; the presence of members is greatly 
to be wished for, and it is highly discouraging when a 
dinner is prepared for guests who do not come, when 
valses are being played to few dancers, and histrionic 
talent is beiug exhibited to empty benches. We have, 
however, too much confidence in the esprit de corps of our 
Club to anticipate any such deplorable results during the 
coming months. 

NOTICE.— ANNUAL DINNER. 
This important event is fixed for Friday, the 24th Novem- 
ber, at 6.30 p.m., at the St. James's Hall Restaurant, Picca- 
dilly. Tickets, including waiter's fee, can be obtained from 
me at 7/- each. After such a successful season as regards 
the district runs, etc., it is hoped members will make a 
special efibrt to be present, so as to make the last event of 
the present year one of the most successful on record. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meetiDg of the Committee held on Monday, the 9th 
October, the following gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club :— 

Name and AddnH. Propowr. Seconder. 

Harry J.Baldwin, 266, Bordett Bd., E. B. B. Hough. E. D. Sew«U. 
Sidney Geo. Hongh, 151, Amherst Bd., 

Hackney do. do. 

The resignations of Messrs. G. A Bell, B. W. Ginsburg, 
A. P. Trotter, and Spencer Whitehead were accepted. 

It was decided to hold the Annual Dinner at the St. 
James's Hall Restaurant. 

It was resolved unanimously " That the Committee con- 
sider it desirable that all important official fixtures in 
connection with the Club or any district should receive 
their sanction, or in cases of urgency that of the Captain." 

It was also resolved, " That the volumes of the L.B.C. 
Gazette for the years 1878, 1879, 1880, and 1881 be 
presented bound to the Bicycle Union Library." 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 23rd 
October, the following resignations were accepted : — ^A. W. 
Disney and J. J. Anderson. 



SOUTH-EAST DISTRICT BALL. 

The third annual South-East District Ball will, with the 
sanction of the Captain, be held at the Public Hall, 
Croydon, on Wednesday, 6th December next, and the 
following gentlemen have already expressed their willing- 
ness to act as Stewards on the occasion 



A. Barker. 

Ashley Barrett. N.E. 

A. E. Buckler, S. W. 

R. G. Francis. 

P. E. Gerich. 

R. M. Gruggen,&Tr. 

F. Jolly, N,E. 

F. Kinder. 

J. Kinder. 

A. H. Koch, W. 



F. W. Morris, TT. 
W. E. Naylor, W. 
D. T. Nops, W. 
J. C. Oswald. 
J. F. Potter. 
T. E. Scrutton, KE. 
C. A. Smith. 
S. P. Smith. 
F. M. Williams. 
W. Wyndham. 



This list will be considerably enlarged when I receive 
replies from the other members to whom I have written on 
the subject. I trust they will kindly let me hear from them 
at once, and that all the S.E. men will make a special effort 
to bring their friends in large numbers. 

It will be a source of particular satisfaction and pleasure 
to the S.E. members to see a numerous gathering of mem- 
bers from other Districts, and for their information a list is 
given below of trains from and to London : — 

From London Bridge at 7.0, 7.20, and 8.0 for East 
Croydon. From Charing Cross at 7.18, calling at Cannon 
Street at 7.28, for East Croydon. 

From Victoria at 6.50, 7.8, and 7.50 for East Croydon. 



From West Croydon at 11.35 for Victoria. 
From East Croydon at 11.45 for London Bridge. 
From Addiscombe Road, Croydon, at 10.53, for Lewisham 
Junction. 

Of course hotel accommodation can be easily obtained in 
Croydon. 

Tickets — Ladies, price 5s. ; gentlemen's, lOs. 6d. — can be 
-obtained from any of the stewards, or from me ; and as it is 
important that an estimate should be made well beforehand 
of the numbers likely to be present, it is hoped that members 
will kindly let me know how many tickets they will want as 
soon as they possibly can. 

It has been arranged that we shall have the large hall 
for dancing and the small hall for refreshments, so there 
will be abundance of room for 180 or 200 dancers. 

H. G. A. Bbown, District Captain. 



LB.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

A Committee Meeting was held on the 16th ultimo, 
Theo. Godlee in the chair. F. W. Morris and F. M. 
Williams having resigned the posts of Hon. Sec. and Acting 
Manager, A. Barker and K M. Gruggen were appointed to 
fill the above offices respectively, pro tern. It was decided 
to give a performance at the end of January, if the consent 
of the L.B.C. Committee could be obtained. 

It was agreed to issue a Circular calling a General 
Meeting at the " Occidental" in the Strand, on Monday 
the 6th November, at 7 p.m. precisely. 

The choice of hall and date of performance were left to 
F. W. Morris and A. Barker. 

Alfred Bakkbe, Hon. Sec. L.B.C.D.S. pro tern. 

The following circular has been issued : — 
DBAMATIO SOCIETY. 

Dear Sir, — At a Committee Meeting held October 16th, it was 
resolved to caU a General Meeting at the "Occidental Tarem," 
Strand, on Monday, November 6th next, <U 7 |>.m., for the pnrpofle of 
electing Officers and forming a Committee for the coming season, as 
it is pnrposed giving a Dramatic Performance the end of January . 

May I ask yon to make a special effort to attend. — Yonrs very 
truly, Alf. Babkeb, ffon. Sec. pro tm. 

Fleetwood, Chepstow Road, Croydon. 



HEADQUARTERS. 

The Committee have received notice to quit their present 
Committee-room at Christmas, and they are therefore 
desirous of hearing of any suitable room which they could 
make use of in filture. A Sub-Committee has been appointed 
to find new quarters, and I shall be glad to receive sugges- 
tions. R. B. HouQH, Treasurer. 



The Editor will be glad if any member can furnish him 
with the address of a Reporter who would be willing to 
report the speeches at the Annual Dinner. 
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FROM MONMOUTH TO MIDLOTHIAN. 
( Concluded.) 

We arrived at Keswick, into which town there is a 
long and steep down hiU well worth walking, about 
10 p.m., and were not much pleased to find that the 
"Borrowdale Hotel" was another 3 J miles further on; 
howeYer, hoping to find Adam there we went on, and got 
there just at eleven, having to walk nearly all the way owing 
to the darkness. Disappointment awaited us, for there was 
only a telegram from him saying he could not come, as his 
mSiChine had come to grief. Our portmanteau also failed 
to turn up until next day. This was by far our hardest 
though not longest day^s work ; distance 54 miles. But 
then the roads !. After staying there three days and having 
a real good time we started on Saturday, August 26th, for 
Carlisle, and after losing our way once or twice before 
getting clear of the lake country we arrived there in the 
evening and put up at the " County Hotel." The roads 
were hilly and rough until we got into the main road 
between Carlisle and Cockermouth, but then simply splen- 
did. Next morning, August 27th, we were oflF early, and 
soon made our way into Scotland, crossing the border at 
Scotch Dyke, about twelve miles from Carlisle. We ex- 
pected to meet with general execration and abuse for 
breaking the Sabbath, but were greatly and agreeably sur- 
prised to find that as travellers we could command the 
same attention at hotels as in England. Of this we took 
advantage. The road was now about as good as we could 
wish for, and scarcely any traffic to impede us, so our pace 
was better than usual. The valley of the Esk, up which 
our road for some miles led us, is very pretty, but on 
leaving Langholm the country is bleak and dreary in the 
extreme as far as Selkirk, after which oddly hidden away 
town one gets a few miles of pretty scenery, with a passing 
view of the celebrated Abbotsford, but then it becomes 
worse than ever, and before it gave any signs of improve- 
ment it had grown too dark for us to observe it. The dis- 
tance from Carlisle to Edinburgh is 95 miles, and the roads 
are such that one need hardly dismount the whole way, 
and as for surface they are perfect. We got to Edinburgh 
about 10 p.m., having done the 95 miles in rather under 
eleven hours, including stoppages. Next day we stayed in 
Edinburgh all day, and at last, after our many disappoint- 
ments, met Adam and his brother. Oii Tuesday we left 
Edinburgh very early, and after breakfast at Blair Adam 
left for Callander, with the intention of going on to QIasgow 
via Loch Lomond, but accidents to machines, etc. deprived 
us of the company of W. K. Adam's two brothers, and so we 
three went on thither by way of Crook of Devon, Bridge of 
Allan, and Donne, arriving at Callander at about 10 p.m. 
wet through, only to find all the hotels quite full. How- 
ever, at the "Golden Crown" hotel they made us up 
beds on the floor of a back drawing-room, and did their 
best to make us as comfortable as circumstances would 



permit. Roads from the Crook of Devon about as bad as 
they make them. Distance from Edinburgh 47 miles. 
Here our tour may be said to have ignominiously come to 
an end, for on starting next morning we found that a lack 
of funds presented a serious obstacle to going on round by 
the Trossachs and Loch Lomond, and so we all returned 
together as far as Stirling, where we saw Adam ofif on his 
way home, and we went on to Glasgow, intending to return 
to Bristol by a steamer which called at Belfast. As our 
reinforcements did not arrive in time for us to catch the 
boat we wished to go by, we had to wait two days in 
Glasgow, and spent them most profitably in exploring the 
different railway stations of that huge city, where almost 
every other shop seems to be a fruitseller's. Who can buy 
the vast quantities of fruit exposed for sale in Glasgow still 
remains a mystery to us both. On arriving at Belfast we 
heard that the steamer by which we meant to go to Bristol 
had come to grief, so we made the best of our way back to 
Oxford by the ordinary mail route via Greenore and Holy- 
head. Total distance ridden from Somerset to Callander 
511 miles in ten days. Thus ended the most enjoyable 
and yet most unlucky tour I have ever taken. Before con- 
cluding I should like to say a word or two on a subject 
which I feel sure will interest all readers of the L.6.C. 
Gazette who get so far as this. If bent on touring let 
them reflect, before making up their minds to go abroad 
(by abroad I mean France, Switzerland, etc.), that for 
scenery of a really beautiful though not magnificent cha- 
racter and excellence of roads our own country is not 
to be surpassed ; moreover, is it not infinitely better to 
know one's own native land a little and to spend one s 
spare money on one's own people than to get a merely 
superficial acquaintance with a foreign people whose only 
object, except in a few almost unexplored regions, is to 
fleece the unwary Anglais ? Around Belfast there are 
glorious excursions to be easily made, nor do they require 
any alphabetical classification such as those in Switzerland 
now being detailed at length in the L.B.C. Gazette. I 
mention Belfast merely because it is in a country much 
neglected by those who ought to know more of it, and 
which especially at the present time would gratefully 
welcome anyone spending time and money there, and so 
relieving to a certain extent its suffering people. If, how- 
ever, anyone really prefers to know, or to pretend to know, 
the dirty inhabitants of other countries before really being 
conversant with the ways and customs of his own people, 
let him consider that, if interviewed by an intelligent 
foreigner and found wanting about the manners of his own 
country, he will only appear as another example of the 
ahready too prevalent species — the English tourist with 
more money than brains. Maynaad H. Jbphson. 

Change of Address. — ^The address of Hume Young, 
J. W. Young, and J. B. Young is now Woodlea, Fairfield 
Road, Croydon. 
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REVIEW. 

The Tourisfs Handbooi. By "Observer," L.B.C., B.T.O. 
Price One Shilling. London : Harry Etherington, 
152, Fleet Street, KG. 

This little work, bearing a nam de plume well known to 
members of our Club, aims, according to the preface, at 
supplying a long felt want among tourbts — ^a portable 
guide to England, which shall be something more than a 
mere road book of distances. The author seems quite to 
appreciate the difficulty of such a task, and appeals to his 
readers to correct the inevitable errors and mistakes which 
must creep into a work of this description, in order that 
another edition, if it appears, as I hope it may, may be 
still more valuable than the present one. In this present 
one I may say that, at a very small price, it gives an 
amount of information difficult to obtain in a similar 
portable form elsewhere, and it can be recommended as a 
useful and handy manual to consult. 

The plan of the work is to take each county in England^ 
to give (1) a short account of it« (2) a list of the places of 
interest in the county, and (3) a collection, or apparently 
selection of the principal routes in the county. As to the 
first two of these heads I need say very little. The list of 
places of interest, as far as I can judge, is fairly full and 
complete. If the Greenstead church referred to in the 
county of Essex is the Greenstead near Ongar it is a mis- 
fortune that it should be placed so as to leave the impression 
that it is near Colchester. The Druidical stones at Stanton 
Drew are not mentioned under Somersetshire, but the lists 
appear otherwise fairly complete, and the author must have 
taken much trouble in their compilation. The short 
descnption of each county is not so satisfactory, and needs 
pruning of a little unnecessary luxuriance of language. 
The Ouse at Ely can hardly be called a ''noble river" except 
by a great stretch of the imagination, while to describe 
Cumberland parenthetically in this way : — Hills, also, are 
rather common, many of which will be found long and 
steepy" errs rather from excessive simplicity of diction. 
And the history certainly needs revising. To say nothing 
of a strong prejudice against ** the usurper Cromwell," who 
turns up in two or three unexpected places, it will certainly 
be news to the historical student that (p. 64) the battle 
of Sedgemoor was fought between James II. and the Duke 
of Monmouth, and that after a desperate combat James 11. 
was defeated (1) 

The third part of the work, the selection of routes at the 
end of each county, is a little difficult to deal with, as the 
principle of arrangement on which the author has proceeded 
^is not very clear, and there are some omissions which can 
hardly be unintentional. For instance, to take the county 
with which I am best acquainted — Cambridgeshire — ^the 
routes read as follows : — 

Bouns. 

Cambridge to Boyvton, 14 milei, good F. ; % level road paaaiiig 
thzoQgn ft lUt oovntiy. 



Oambridge to Ely, 16, good F. ; very flat and dull ; a good road 
for pace. 

Cambridge to Newmarket^ IS, good F. ; level and tame. 
Cambridge to linton, good F. ; level, ezoept over Gogmagog Hills. 
Cambridge to Eltialey, indifferent F. ; a flat road, except over 

Madingley ML 
March to whittleaea^ 10, fair F. ; fen ooantiy. 
March to Chatteris and Ely» 17, fair F. ; fen. 
March to Wiabeaoh, 10, fair F. ; fen, halfway along the banks of 

the Ken. 

Newmarket to Great Chesterfield, veiy good F. ; a very pretty ride 
over splendid roads. 

Royston to Caxon, mostly good F. ; a level road through un- 
interesting oountey, ezoept Wimpole Park. 

The reader will observe that the distances are only given 
in some cases ; is there any reason why they should not 
be given in all ? The distance from Cambridge to Royston, 
moreover, is only thirteen miles. The descriptions of the 
character of the roads need a little revision ; for instance, 
why the road from Cambridge and Eltisley should be 
described as " indifferent F.," while (p. 39) the road from 
Buckhurst Hill to Harlow is described as " fair R," is 
puzzling. The Eltisley road in its normal condition is at 
least as good as the Ely road. Then to a bicyclist starting 
from Cambridge to Newmarket under the impression that 
he will find the road ''level and tame," will be pleasingly 
disappointed between the eighth and eleventh milestones, 
especially if he has the wind against him. Similarly in 
riding from Royston to Caxton (not Caxon), the road is 
anjrthing but level after passing the Hardwicke Arms." 

The omissions, however, are the most singular : two out 
of the three roads to London are omitted, viz. : — 

Cambridge to Great Chesterfield, 12 miles, good F. ; 
slightly undulating (route on to Bishop's Stortford, 
and the best way to London). 
Cambridge to Barley Hill and Barkway, good F. ; hilly 
after Barley Hill ; the telegraph route to London. 
Then the road from Cambridge to the North of England 
is omitted : — 

Cambridge to Fen Stanton, Qodmanchester, 14 miles, 
and Huntingdon, 16 miles, fair F. ; bad in very dry 
or very wet weather ; a series of long slight inclines, 
tedious with the wind against the rider. 
The road from Cambridge to Biggleswade, via Orwell, is 
also omitted. 

I should suggest whether it would be practicable in 
another edition to combine sections two and three by 
placing the objects of interest on the respective routes to 
which they belong, and to give some connecting links to 
the routes by adding the name of the place that the road 
leads to — thus :— 

Cambridge to Eltisley (St. Neot's road). 
Royston to Caxon (Huntingdon road). 

After all, it is easier to criticise a work of this kind than 
to compile it ; but it is only by criticism that books like 
this attain their full value. 

The book as it stands contains a great deal of useful 
information ; it is^ I think, capable of being made a very 
valuable book. T. £. S. 
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ECHOES. 

The Annual Dinner is to take place on the 24th November 

at St. James's Hall Restaurant, Piccadilly, and I have no 

doubt it will be as well attended as it has been in former 

years. It would be a good thing if it could be arranged 

that wine should be supplied at the same price as at the 

table d^Mte. 

*•«««• 

The General Meeting of the L.B.C. Dramatic Society 
will be held on Monday the 6th November, at the " Occi- 
dental," in the Strand, at 7 p.m., when the Committee and 
Officers will be elected for the coming season. Any member 
of the L.B.C. can become a member of the Dramatic Society 
by handing the Treasurer the sum of five shillings. For 
this amount he is entitled to a stall at the next performance 
and to a vote at all General Meetings. 

The next performance will probably be given towards the 
end of January. The "Half Way Iftuse" is one of the 

pieces under the consideration of the Committee. 

• ««••« 

Alfred Barker and R. M. Gruggen are respectively the 
Hon. Sec. and the Acting Manager pro tern. ^ 

As there was no performance this year, I am informed 
that those members who have paid the subscription for 

1881 will not be asked for a subscription in 1882. 

• «•••• 

Wednesday the 6th December is the date fixed for the 
S.E. Ball at the Public Hall, Croydon. This event seems 
to become more popular every year, and from what I can 
gather there will probably be a larger attendance than 
ever. 

• •«••« 

It is pleasant to know that our absent members do not 
forget the Club and still take an interest in the Gazrttb. 
News comes from the Antipodes that A. W. Chippindale 
the ubiquitous** is located at 32, Clarence Street, Sydney, 
New South Wales^ and the Gazette is to be sent vid 
Brindisi. 

• •••«• 

He has been amusing himself for the last six months 
on a sheep station, and seems to have had a good time 
of it in the sporting line. . He remarks inter alia that 
bicycling in the North Island does not seem to prosper, 
but that in the South Island there are several clubs, and 
races are not uncommon. He has done some three hundred 
miles coaching, and considers that the worst Norwegian 
roads are not a patch on them for roughness ; in proof of 
this he adds that it took five horses — with one change— in 
a light " buggy " twelve hours to do forty-two miles ; and 
that on another occasion he crossed one river forty-nine 
times in ten miles. Here is a fine opening for any healthy 

L.B.C. man who wants to work off any superfluous energy. 

• «•«•• 

He also states that his future home address will be, 
" Broke's Lodge, Reigate, Surrey." Will his friends and 
the Secretary kindly take notice. 



He encloses the following cutting from The Hawke*s Bay 
Herald. It gives one an idea of the local feeling with 
regard to wheel work. 

"Sir, — I wiih to bring under yoar notice the growing nniBance 
arising from the empty-headed practice of riding the bicycles. As I 
was waUdng along the Spit road last Monday night, littie dreaming of 
meeting any vehicle, I was suddenly startied to find a hobbledehoy 
coming on me very fast, apparently two yards from terra firmOf and 
bad I not been veiy quick I should have been knocked down by what 
I afterwards found to be a bicyda. On a closer examination I found 
that the rider had a meagre front light, with red and green side lights 
attached, which I presume were port and starboard, and then the 
apparition (as it must have been) disappeared, the rider having about 
the same body as the toy he was peddling. — I am, etc., Taubub. " 

This is a fine specimen of (supposed) sarcasm which is 
evidently worthy of the bull-headed author. 

On the 9th October, at Inglewood, St. Peter's Road, Croydon, the 
wife of Arthur Herbert of a son. 

• ••«•• 

Gus Wilkinson, late of ours, who, by the by, was the first 
London man to ride up Reigate Hill,^returns to Australia 
on the 9th inst. 

" 'Twas whiipered in Heaven, 
'Twas muttered in HeU, 
And JBeho caught faintiy the sound as it fell," 

that a high officer of the Club who has held office for some 
time may resign at the end of the year. I sincerely hope 
that the rumour is incorrect, or, if there be any truth in it, 
that he may be induced to reconsider his determination. 

Vesey won the Fifty Miles Challenge Cup at Lillie Bridge 
on the 21st October in 8hr. lOmin. The ^weather was 

unpropitious. 

• ••••• 

The Bicycle Union are about to open their reference 
library to all riders. I hear that it contains a valuable and 
interesting collection of old road and guide books, but 
unfortunately it does not oontaiu the guide book which I 
am anxious to consult. This publication appeared early in 
the last century, and gives not only the value of all Church 
livings but remarks on the private character of the incum- 
bents. I know nothing about the manner in which this 
part of the plan was carried out, except that an ancestor of 

my own is described as a bad preadier and wicked." 

• ••••• 

I have not heard whether the ''nimble bloater" was 
caught. Bahblbb. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale, Sociable " Meteor " Tricycle (the celebrated 
West 'bus), in perfect condition. Price £16, including 
luggage-carrier and basket, lamp, etc. It may be tried by 
appointment on application to W. £. Naylor, 3, Manor 
Place, Paddington. 

66-inch " Humber ; " painted all over. On loan to any- 
one who will leave it (in good condition) at the Cambridge 
University Club Rooms by the end of the year. A Trotter, 
1, Shady Villas, Erith, Kent. 
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BICYCLE UNION. 
RspoBT or Two MurnraA of thb Exxoutivb, hsld on thb 8bd 
AND 10th October, 1882. 
Rhyl Sports. Satisfactory explanations having been 
received from the different riders, it was resolved to let 
the matter drop. 

Blackledge and Barton. The Committee of the Liverpool 
Local Centre have reported that the evidence forthcoming 
did not warrant any further steps being taken in this 
matter. 

Long Buckby Sports. The status of the riders who 
competed in these sports has been taken into consideration. 

Mr. A. Fox has resigned his seat on the Executive. 

Tricycle Championship. Resolved — " That a silver 
medal be given in the Tricycle Championship to the 
competitor other than the winner completing the five miles 
in the best time, in either a heat or the final." 

Wm. Pte-English, Hon. Sec. 



^otvtBpoxtbtntt. 

BICYCLE UNION REFERENCE LIBRARY. 
7!n the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — I am desired by the Executive of the Bicycle 
Union to announce that the Reference Library will be 
opened on Monday evening, the 6th November, and will be 
available for reference every succeeding Friday and Monday. 
The following Rules have been framed for the guidance of 
readers, and I have to request the favour of their insertion 
in the L.B.C. Gazette. — I am, faithfully yours, 

R. P. Hampton Roberts. 
Bulbs. 

The Beferenoe Library shall be opened to aU wheelmen, whether 
members of the Union or not, on Monday and Friday evenings from 
6.30 to 8.80, under the foUowing Rules : — 

1. Every person desiring to consult the Library shall first be required 
to write his name and address in a book provided for the purpose. 

2. No person shall mark or in any way deface any book, map, or 
paper furnished for his use. 

8. No book, map, or paper shall under any drcumstances be taken 
away by readers. 

4. Numbers of weekly and monthly publications shall not under any 
circumstances be consulted until bound in volumes. 

6. All books, maps, etc., must be returned to the Librarian imme* 
diately they are done with. 

6. The names of aU books, etc., consulted shaU be entered in a 
Register to be kept by the member of the Executive in charge, and no 
book, etc., shaU be taken out of the Library except by Uie Union 
official who shall be in attendance. 



BICYCLE UNION. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — I am instructed to inform you that the Executive 
wish to call the attention of English amateur riders to the 
fact that hy a decision of the Congress of French Bicyclists 
recently held at Grenoble, the distinction between amateurs 
and professionals is entirely abolished in France. Any 
Englishman, therefore, competing in France (except against 
members of the Dieppe, Calais, and Rouen Clubs, which 
took no part in the Grenoble Congress and still abide by 



the English Union Rules), will render himself liable to be 
deckred a professional. — Tours faithfully, 

Wm. Ptb-Enolibh, Hon. Sec. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
BICYCLING IN SWITZERLAND. 

(OOmiKUID TBOX OUa LAST.) 

§ 9. Thun to Kandersteg and bach. 



Hdght 
Fest 

1860 
2000 
2160 
2350 
2600 
2860 
8300 
3800 
8926 



Distance. 



7* 



15? ... 



Id 

21 

281 

26i 



Thon. 
Spiezmooa. 
Spiezwyler. 
MtQinen. 
Frutigen. 

Blaue Seeli (turning to). 
Eandenteg, Bnhl Stntz (bottom). 

8{ I, (Hotel Victoria). 

H It (Hotel Bar). 

For road to Spiezmoos, see § 5 B. At fork beyond, take 
right. Thence the road keeps ascending to a little beyond 
Spiezwyler, a rise of about 200 feet Should you have dis- 
mounted you will see a short cut to the left in the village 
of Spiezwyler up which you can wheel. Should you re- 
main in the saddle be carefiil to zag round and up to your 
left, where the main road turns ; the straight continuation 
of the road leads down to Wimmis. A mile beyond Spiez- 
wyler, soon after you begin to descend, there is a fork to 
the left, this leads to (Eschi ; you keep straight on. Half 
a mile beyond Miilinen there is another left fork (to 
Reichenbach) ; do not take it ; keep straight on, and in 
half a mile you will cross the river Kander by a bridge on 
your right, and will then have it on your left all the way 
to Frutigen. No necessity to dismount thus far, unless for 
the sake of reserving your strength you prefer to walk up 
the Spiezwyler hill. Should you want refreshment on your 
way, the first house on your left as you approach Frutigen 
is an inn, the "Belleyue," belonging to Herr Egger, the 
proprietor of the Hotels " Victoria " and " Bar " in Kander- 
steg. There is also the ''Eagle" (Adler) in the centre of 
the village, by the side of which your road turns down 
sharp to the left, steep^ brake required. From Frutigen to 
Kandersteg the surface of the road is beautiful all the way, 
but at least two dismounts will be necessary — (1) at the 
turning to the "Blaue Seeli," where there are two hills 
separated by a little bit of down and level ; though not 
long, they are too steep to be tackled on such a journey ; 
and (2) when you 'Come to the Buhl Stutz or big hill 
leading up to the Upper Kandersteg Valley. It used to be 
possible to cut off the zigzags of this by wheeling up the old 
mule path, the traces of which are still visible, but it has 
recently been barricaded off at the bottom, though the 
portion of it which traverses the highest zigzag is still 
accessible, and may be used. As, however, you will have 
to ride down this hill coming back, the walk up it may be 
utilised in observing the gradients and corners. You will 
notice that the lowest comer of all is the one with the 
steepest gradient, and requiring, therefore, the greatest 
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care. The incline ceases very shortly after you join the 
road from the mule path. After this you can spin away up 
to the " Hotel Bar," at the foot of the Gemmi Pass, at any 
pace you like, for the strong blasts from the glaciers above 
keep the road as smooth as glass. You will find this section 
of the journey particularly lively should Herr Egger happen 
to be visiting the ** Hotel Victoria" at the time, in company 
with his famous St. Bernard "Barry," the winner of I know 
not how many prizes at Paris, Vienna, and elsewhere. 
" Barry" pursued me the last time I passed there for more 
than a mile with his muzzle on my calf, making it rather 
hot for me. I made it, however, hotter for him, I fancy, 
and came off an easy victor : but the game was very exciting 
whilst it lasted, especially for my companions behind, who 
were expecting every moment to see an! awful spill, which 
there certainly would have been had "Barry" managed to get 
a fair hold of me. "Barry" is far too well bred a dog to 
mean real mischief, and if he had got my stocking in his 
teeth and given me a pull it would have been " fair play 
and no malice ; " but the laws of bodies dependent upon 
motion for their equilibrium have hardly been included in 
his competitive curriculum. The " Bar " is the furthest of 
three hotels in Kandersteg, for in addition to the " Victoria" 
there is a " Hotel Gemmi " you will pass half a mile short 
of the " Bar." The return journey needs no special hints. 
The big hill, and the two steep ones near the Bkue Seeli 
(which are narrow, tortuous), must of course be taken cau- 
tiously, but unless your tyres are wet there is no need to 
dismount anywhere, unless it be for the hill leading up into 
Frutigen. 

The above is a most enjoyable ride in itself, but it may 
easily be combined with some still more interesting pedes- 
trian excursions, practicable in bicycling costume if your 
soles are fairly stout ones. First and foremost there is the 
" Blaue Seeli," or " little blue Lake," the entrance to which 
you will easily recognise as a narrow fork to the right, just 
where your road begins to ascend steeply through a wood. 
Tou had better wheel your machine a little way along this 
lane till you come to a hay chalet up a bank on your left, 
against which you can stand it. The Lake is private pro- 
perty, and only visible on payment of a fee in purchase of 
a ticket (obtainable at the Pension on its margin), which is 
here reproduced with a loyal fidelity to its type, grammar^ 
spelling, and punctuation: — 

^ 1. «-««.«^ ^^* « ..M t.m.M 

Blauer See (Blue lake) and its environs. 

Private property. 




Admission (ixcMingmMrg-boat) 80 Centimes. 



No fees to waiters. 



Agreeably to a generally expressed desire, 2 fr. and 4 fir. tidkets are : 
institated ; the former comprises a caf6 complet, and the latter dinner , 
at 12 o'clock, wine included ; however, without being bound in case ' 



Tisitors be too numerous and have not given previous notice. 
No spiritous liquors allowed on the premises. 
Notice. 



visitors who avoid taking a ticket incur a line of 5 fr. V 



There is a kind of cockneyfied tea-garden ring about all 
this which rather set my stomach against the place the first 
time I visited it, some years since, and I should probably 
have contented myself with a hasty survey of it from a re- 
spectful distance, and certainly should never have dreamt 
of availing myself of the boat had I not been persuaded to 
go in it by my Zermatt guide, whom I had engaged to meet 
me at this spot, and who had amused himself with punting 
about whilst waiting for me. Let no one omit to go in the 
boat : it is one of the most lovely sights in the world. Tou 
look down from it into seventy feet of blue water of such 
surprising transparency that every finest bit of water-moss 
at the bottom seems as if it were lying in your hand, and 
you can hardly believe the boat is not going to run into 
sunken trees and sand-banks which are in reality fifteen or 
twenty feet below the surface. In a bit of pure white paper 
you will wrap a little piece of stone just sufficient to make 
weight^ and casting it in will see it getting bluer and bluer 
the deeper it sinks. Add to the loveliness of the water the 
beauty of the situation — banks of dark green firwood richly 
set in moss and ferns, with the pure white snow cone of 
Aitek towering up above them into the blue sky, and you 
have a picture which it will indeed be hard to parallel. 
The secret of its excessive blueness is at present a scientific 
mystery. It has been suggested that it is due to its pris- 
matic shape, but its resemblance to a prism does not appear 
to me to be of a sufficiently accurate and defined character 
to justify such an explanation. If an eminently unscientific 
person may be permitted to broach a rival theory, I would 
suggest that its blueness and its most extraordinary trans- 
parency are due to the same cause, being both dififerent 
aspects of the same fact, viz., that only the very finest 
possible particles of solid matter are held in suspension in 
it, thus refracting in a greater degree the blue or shorter 
waves of light. This cause itself, again, may be due to the 
exceedingly sheltered position of the Lake, and its great 
depth in comparison to its superficial area, the bulk of the 
water thus maintaining an exceptionally untroubled state, 
unusually favourable to the settlement of all the grosser 
particles. The water, moreover, when it originally finds its 
way into the Lake, probably by springs at the bottom, has 
been purified in its course from the snows above by an ex- 
tremely long and effective process of filtering. It maintains, 
I was told, a uniform temperature in summer and winter 
alike, and this looks as if the bulk of it was supplied from 
sources sufficiently concealed and protected to be unsus- 
ceptible to the changes in the superficial temperature of the 
earth. 

Owing to the proximity of the house, the temptation of a 
dive has to be resisted ; but in addition to its colour, the 
water is so incredibly cold that one would probably be "all 
blue " when one came out of it. 

Tou would pay a visit to this lake on the way in any 
case, whether you were going to sleep at Kandersteg or 
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not ; bnt for the following expeditions it will be best to pass 
the night at Kandersteg, previously sending your bag from 
Thun by the post, unless you find any carriages going from 
the hotel which could take it for you. 

(a.) The Oasteben Thal (4420 feet). A path across a 
field at the back of the "Bar Hotel" will lead you up 
through a wood into a fine gorge, down which the glacier 
stream tumbles and foams in a succession of falls. Follow- 
ing the path up to the head of the gorge you will suddenly 
come into a magnificent upland valley, surrounded by stu- 
pendous precipices, above which rise the glaciers and snow 
slopes of Bahnhorn and Altels. Tou should cross the stream 
and proceed to the centre of the green plain in front of you, 
so as to obtain a good view of the amphitheatre of clifis by 
which it is bounded. You will be particularly struck with 
the extreme beauty of the waterfalls, some of which (as so 
often happens in limestone mountains) come spouting in 
full stream straight out of the heart of the cliffs. They are 
fed by the snows above, which melt and filter down through 
the cracks in the limestone into huge caverns in the rocks, 
out of which they suddenly issue in splendid torrents and 
flash down into the valley below. An hour and a quarter 
is time enough for you to reach this point and return, so 
that you can very well go there on the evening you arrive, 
before table d'hdte. Should you, however, have more time 
at your disposal, by all means penetrate still frirther up the 
valley. 

(ft.) The (EfiOHiNBN Sbb (5260 feet), a lovely lake lying 
in an upland valley due east of the Eander Thai. The 
stream tnatyou crossed on your way up just before reach- 
ing the " victoria Hotel " comes down from it, and the 
path lies to the left of the stream all the way up, though 
not always close to it. It is, however, easy to find ; when- 
ever you are in doubt keep to the right. On coming in 
sight of the lake do not at once go down to the shore, out 
continue along in the same direction through the wood on 
the left of it to a point rather more than half way along, 
where the wood ceases and there is a bit of open shore. 
This is the best point of view. The lake will afford you a 
capital bathe — it is not a bit too cold — ^but you must be very 
careful how you take a header, on account of the jagged 
and sunken rocks. The waterline of the lake varies very 
considerably, according to the amount of the snowfall of 
previous winters, the melting of which feeds it. For the 
past two years it has been very low. A favourite rock of 
mine, from which I used to take headers in 1879, is now 
some twentv yards from the water's edge and nearly as 
many feet above its surface. The woods abound in straw- 
berries, and in splendid specimens of the LoncAitis, or 
holly fern. The best time for. this expedition is in the 
morning, as the sun pours into^t^ valley all the day, and 
there is very little sha^e before you reach the Lake. It is 
therefore most conveniently made on your return to Thun. 
Take a light and early breakfast at the "Bar," and then 
bicycle down to the " Victoria," which will barely take vou 
seven minutes, so good is the road. Allow one hour and a half 
from the "Victoria" to the Lake, another hour for enjoying 
the view, a bathe, and strawberries, and a short hour for 
the return to the " Victoria," where you will probably be 
ready for a second breakfast before resuming your ride to 



Thun. Do not think because I have not expatiated on the 
beauties of this expedition, as I have in some other cases, 
that it is in anjr way deficient in them. I only profess to 
allude to them in cases where they are not adequately 
mentioned in Baedeker. 

It would be quite possible to comlane this expedition 
with the visit to the' Blue Lake in a one day's excursion 
from Thun ; but you must start early, and perhaps be con- 
tent with what you can see of the Eander Thai from the 
" Victoria " instead of going on to the " Bar." 

Qerabb F. Cobb. 

Thunerho^ Thun, July, 1882. 

(To be continued.) 



To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — Some months ago I read, in your report of one of 
the meetings of the Committee, that the Treasurer had 
been requested to i)repare a rough balance sheet, showing 
the financial position of the Club at the end of the first 
half of this year. As we have heard no more on the 
subject, I presume that this was found to be be a more 
troublesome task than had been anticipated. Balance 
sheets are nothing unless accurate ; rough estimates are 
very apt to mislead. 

I thmk, however, that it would be very good thing if 
the Treasurer would state in the Gazette what was the 
amount produced by the extra contribution which was 
voted at the General Meeting in January, and more 
particularly whether the amount received from this source 
sufficed to clear off the deficit which appeared on our last 
balance-sheet. 

If this desirable result has not been attained I should 
hope that the announcement of the fact may induce some 
at least of those wha have not responded to the call to do 
so now, and that they will not allow themselves to be placed 
in the, as I considen somewhat discreditable position ^ of 
leaving a brother member to pay their share of an obligation 
which every individual member ought in fairness to assist 
in discharging. 

So little has been said on this subject in the Gazette 
that I believe many members have forgotten how the matter 
stands, and this is my excuse for cMMsing you. — I am, 
sir, yours, etc., J. W. L. 

[As the next issue of the Gazette will not appear for a 
month it may be convenient for us to mention that the 
rough balance sheet, alluded to on page 106, was pre- 
sented to the Committee by the Treasurer in July last, 
and was considered satisfactory. We understand that 
the extra contributions have come in fairly well. — Ei>.] 



To the Editor of tie London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

57, M<|orgate Street, E.C., 10th Oct. 1882. 
Sm, — Kindly note^H;hat I have returned from Staines. 
My address is now 37, Somerset Street, Portman Square, 
W., but all Club communications can be made to above 
address. — ^Yours truly, Alfred Hekbt. 



, . NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contributioiifl must be addressed to '* The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, EMtche&p, E.C," and must bear the name of ^e author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and must be received not later than Tuesday, the 28th inst, 
at 6 p.m. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, B.C.— November 1, 1882. 
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The next Gazette will appear on Thursday, the 4th Jan. 
Copy should he sent in by 2nd prox. 

COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday the 
20th November, the following gentleman was elected a 
member of the Club : — 

Name sad AddreH. Prapossr. Seoondsr. 
Wm. Arlagh Gardner Walter, Ford 
Honse, Wellington, Somerset^ and 

Exeter College, Oxford M.H.Jephson. W.F.M. Buckley. 

Some long arguments took place concerning the recom- 
mendations of the B.n., to be made to the Executive, 
which are coming up for discussion at the next meeting. 
The Committee agreed with the recommendations that the 
Executive should suspend at their discretion riders riding 
for advertisement, and also those that compete for money 
or value at option. As to the value of prizes nothing was 
decided. 

SOUTH-EAST DISTRICT BALL. 



A. Barker. 

Ashley Barrett, N.E. 

G. F.Beck. 

H. R. Boyce, N.W. 
A. E. Bnckler, aW. 
Norman Carr, 

C. C. Fitch, N.B. 
R. G. Fraada. 
F. E. Gerich. 
R M. Gmggen, S.W. 
Alfred Herbert. 



Stewards. 

Arthnr Herbert. 
F. JoUy, N.B. 
F. Kinder. 
J. Kinder. 
A. H. Koch, W. 
A. Lloyd, N.B. 
F. W. Morris, W. 
W. E. Naylor, W. 

C. Newman, N.W. 

D. T. Nope, W. 
J. C. Oswald. 



J. F. Potter. 
J. W. Potter. 
H. R Reynolds. 
C. F. SchmetUn. 
T. R Somtton, N.R 
C. A. Smith. 
S. P. Smith. 
F. M. Williams. 
W.J.WUJiams,N.W. 
W. Wyndham. 
Hame Touig. 



As already announced, this Ball will be held on Wednesday 
evening, 6th December, at the Public Hall, Croydon, when 
dancing will begin at eight o'clock punctually, and will be 
continued till one. It is hoped that we shall have all the 
arrivals by 7.30, in order that plenty of time may be given 
for filling up programmes, and if desirable we can commence 
with an " extra." 

Tickets — ^For ladies, 5s., and gentlemen, lOs. 6d. each — 
can be obtained from me or any of the stewards. In the 
last issue of the Gazette I asked members to let me know, 
as soon as possible, how many tickets they were likely to 
require, but I regret to say I am still without replies from 
a large number. I shall be particularly obliged if they 
will kindly communicate with me at once, or it will be 
impossible to form a reliable estimate of the number likely 
to be present, and it would hardly do to provide supper for 
only one half of the company. 

The S.E. members are very desirous of having a goodly 
gathering from the other Districts. 

Trains: from London Bridge at 7.0, 7.20, and 8.0 for East 
Croydon. From Charing Cross at 7.18, calling at Cannon 
Street at 7.28 and London Bridge at 7.31, for East Croydon. 

From Victoria at 6.50, 7.8, and 7.50 for East Croydon. 

From West Croydon at 11.35 for Victoria. 

From East Croydon at 11.45 for London Bridge. 

From Addiscombe Road, Croydon, at 10.53, for Lewisham 
Junction. 

Return tickets from East Croydon are available from 
West Croydon. 
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Hotel accommodation can be easily obtained in Croydon, 
but a letter beforehand is desirable. 

And now a word to the S.E. men themselves. There is 
not much time to lose — it is but a few da3r8 to the 6th 
December. I most earnestly ask you to make a great effort 
to score a genuine snccess. This is a good opportunity for 
securing the Ladies' record, and I have every confidence 
that you will not be satisfied with the knowledge that a 
very large number have already promised to come, but will 
continue to work up to the last day for the success of this 
our last event of the year. 

H. Q. A. Brown, District Captain. 



BICYCLE UNION. 

A MiMTNa or thb Exbcutivi was hkld at the Offices, 
17, Ibonmonqeb Lane, on Tuesdat, the SIbt Oct., 1882. 

The following resolution was passed : — 

That J. W. Mills, of Coventry, T. Sidwell, of Coventiy, and 
J. Shadwick, of Bugby, be stispended from running in amateur races 
for one year from 1st November, 1882, for discreditable proceedings at 
the Brinklow Sports on the 16th July, 1882. 

The question of the amateur and professional races held 
at Darlington on October 7th and 14th was considered and 
postponed. 

Clauses in the proposed new Police Act for Scotland 
were considered, and instructions given for further inves- 
gation. 

The sum of £5 5s was voted for Library purposes. 

Bepobt or AK ExEonrivE Meeting held at the Oftioes, 
17, Ibonuonoeb Lane, on the 7th Novejcbbb, 1882. 

A satisfactory explanation was received with respect to 
the races at Darlington. 

Further information with reference to the new Police Act 
for Scotland was considered. 

A communication was read from the Swimming Associa- 
tion of Great Britain stating that Messrs. T. Cairns and 
W. D. James, of Liverpool, had been suspended by them 
until August 1st, 1883. These gentlemen, therefore, are 
not eligible to compete in amateur bicycle or tricycle races 
until that date. 

The following resolution was unanimously passed : — 

That the Execntiye haying penued and considered the rnles and objects 
of the Australian 'Oyclists' Union, as submitted to them, do cordially 
recognise that Association, as now oonstitated, as the governing body 
In 'cycling matters in Australia. 

The following recommendations were passed, and will be 
put on the agenda paper for the next Council meeting : — 

That the Executive, at the next Council meeting, do propose " That 
the Executive be requested to exercise, in future, at their discretion, 
their power to suspend or disqualify any rider who, in their opinion, 
rides in a race for the purpose of advertisement.*' 

That the Executive be requested to exercise in future cases, at their 
discretion, their power to suspend or disqualify any rider who shaU 
compete for money or value at option. 



That the Council withdraw the recommendation " to offer no value 
prize," and that a rule be made to the same effect, the penalty for in- 
fringement to be suspension or disqualification of the competitor. 

At a meeting of the Executive of the Union held at the 
offices, 17, Ironmonger Lane, the following resolutions were 
passed : — 

That Mr. luce Hckering, of Huyton, near Liverpool, be suspended 
from riding in amateur races until the 81st December, 1S88, for fur- 
nishing false and insufficient information on his entry form for the races 
on the 10th August at Teignmouth. 

That in view of the ignorance of the competitors in the races at 
Long Buckby, and its being their first race, they be let off with a 
caution. 

That Alfred Bunt, of Perranzabuloe, John Williams, of St Columb, 
and Albert James, of Perranzabuloe, be declared professionals for 
having ridden for money prizes at the Goonhavem Sports on 1st July, 
1882. 

That a further sum of £10 be expended in the purchase of the old 
inch ordnance survey. 

That the new inch ordnance survey be purchased so far as'at present 
published. 

That the best thanks of the Executive be tendered to the Council of 
the B.T.C. for their donation of a complete bound set of the B.T.C. 
Gazette. 

Wm. PYB-EKOLifiH, Hon. Sec. 



BICYCLE TOURING CLUB. 
The October meeting of the Council was well attended. 
The following were the principal resolutions carried : — 

That the names and addresses of the whole of the members of the 
Council be appended to the requisition to be presented to the Duke of 
Cambridge, requesting permission for 'cyclists to enter Bichmond Park. 

That the report of the Comndttee upon the Gazette question be 
adopted. 

That the report of the Committee upon the Uniform question be 
adopted. 

That Mr. W. B. Gumey, of Bradford, be elected as Hon. Treasurer 
in the place of Mr. S. H. Ineson. 

That the Membership Tickets for the ensuing season be printed upon 
tinted paper or cardboard ; that the colour be changed year by year, 
and that every Hotel Proprietor be advised at the commencement of 
the season what colour is alone to be recognised. 

That for the foregoing and other reasons it is desirable that the 
whole of the Hotel Proprietors should receive periodical communications 
and instructions from the Coimcil. 

That the best thanks of this Council be cordially tendered to the 
whole of the Foreign Wheel Papers— but particularly to The Bicycling 
Worlds The Wheei, of America, and Dae Veloc^ped, of Germany— for 
the disinterested publicity given to the B.T.C., its doings, and its 
objects. 

That the Report of the Committee upon Hotel Signs be accepted and 
printed in the Monthly Oazette, but that the further consideration thereof 
be deferred to a future Council Meeting. 

That the Half- Yearly General Meeting be held in Liverpool, on 
Saturday, the 16th December, at 6 p.m. 

That members be invited to send to the Secretary, before the 15th 
November, notice of any resolutions they intend to propose at the 
Half -Yearly Meeting in December, in order that the same may be 
mentioned in the December Gazette, 

That a letter be writen to the Editor of The Fidd, asking for the 
name of the writer of a letter signed '* Consul, B.T.C.," which appeared 
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in that paper on October 7th ; and in the event of hit refining to give 
the same, that the Secretary do write a letter pointing out that the 
Coancil ezpreee their condemnation of the nnwanantable Btiictures 
therein passed by a member of the B.T.O. on some of his fellow- 
members. 

A member of the Council snbmitted a scheme embodying the 
following among other features and improvements : — 

(a) The alteration of the Financial Tear of the Club, making it to 
run from the Ist of January to the SIst of December. 

(h) The extension of the grace allowed, say from the Ist of January 
to the Slst of March, for the renewal of subscriptions. 

(e) The proTiso that all members who on or before the last day of 
February in each year have renewed or paid their subscriptions shall 
alone be entitled to a vote for the election of Bepresentative Councillors 
in the month and for the year ensuing. 

{d) An alteration in the scheme of Bepresentation to the basis 
following : — One R.O. to every District (irrespective of size) ; two 
R,C. to every 250 members; three R.C. to every 500 members; 
four B.O. to every 1000 members, and an additional B.C. for every 
complete 1000 members over and above the first 1000. 

Whereupon it was resolved — That these recommendations are 
approved of by the CounciL 

We regret that our space will not permit us to print 
the reports of the " Hotel Signs," "Gazette," and "Uniform" 
Sub-Committees, who appear to have done their work 
thoroughly. We are very, glad to see that ifc has been 
decided to have the jacket cut as plainly as possible, with 
no pleats or braiding. The colour, grey, which has been 
selected, is no doubt the best, but we are not so sure that 
it would not have been better to have chosen a lighter 
shade. The numerical strength of the Club on the 1st 
November was 6,513. 

THE CLUB DINNER. 

The Annual Dinner was held at the St. James's Hall 
Restaurant on the 24th November, aud was well attended. 
By an unfortunate railway accident the special reporter 
who had been engaged was unable to be present, and we 
must therefore ask the indulgence of our readers for the 
following somewhat incomplete report : — 
* The President (the Hon. Ion. Eeith-Falconer), who was 
in the chair, said : Mr. Chairman and Qentlemen, — I rise 
to give the toast of " The Queen." This toast on such an 
occasion as this is not without significance, for is it not 
very unlikely that on the page of history which shall com- 
memorate the blessings of Queen Victoria's reign we shall 
read the following : In this reign bicycles and tricycles 
were first invented ? " The Queen." 

M. D. RucKER, junr., said : Mr. Chairman aud Gentle- 
men, — I have to propose the health of the "Bicycle Union." 
One day c'^nip vnnr<i •^^'^ .^p^^infffield called at my office 
and asked me whether I did not think b Slcycle Union 
would be a very good thing. I quite agreed with hin*, and 
we arranged to meet, in an informal way, in Fleet Street, > 
members of the Temple and Surrey Clubs. It was then 
decided to ask clubs to send delegates to a meeting ; the 
meeting was called, and the " Union " came into existence. 


There were great difficulties to be contended with before 
the " Union " attained a satisfactory position, and before 
the definition of an amateur was settled. The " Union " 
has grown and prospered wonderfully, and a great deal of 
the credit is due to Mr. Beningfield.— After a few more 
remarks, Mr. Rucker proposed the health of the " Union," 
coupled with the name of Mr. Beningfield. 

Mr. J. W. Beningfield said : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
In rising to return thanks for the toast, "The Bicycle 
Union," I beg to assure you it is a toast that is worthy of 
all honour, and one which ought alwajrs to be honoured 
wherever English bicyclists are to be found. (Hear, hear.) 
It is not my intention to make a long speech. Mr. Rucker 
has been some time speaking to prove, as he said, how little 
he knew about the Bicycle Union, but I shall not take up 
much of your time, though I must confess I know a great 
deal about it. It is a great pleasure to respond to the 
toast, particularly when it is proposed by our old friend 
Mr. Rucker. What he has said brings back to my mind 
very vividly the difficulties and troubles we had to encounter 
in the beginning of the Union. We used to meet in any 
rooms we could find, were always looked upon with indif- 
ference, not to say suspicion, hardly obtained encouragement 
from anyone, — all seemed to point to failure ; but we hoped 
on, hoped against hope even when ruination stared us in 
the face. At last the tide turned, and now we see that 
success has come. I could go on saying a great deal about 
the Bicycle Union, but it is hardly necessary to do so now, 
since doubtless the gentlemen here are sufficiently well aware 
of its doings. I must ask you one thing, however. We have 
trying times coming on, and very serious difficulties to 
face, aud I hope the London Bicycle Club will instruct 
their representatives to vote as much my way of thinking 
as they possibly can. I am sure I have very great pleasure 
in responding to this toast, and I think the people of 
London can say they have every reason to be proud of 
having founded such an institution. Sometimes I am 
asked what benefits have been derived from the Union, but 
I always answer, " nothing to anyone in particular," for I do 
not mean to contend that we are actively engaged in fresh 
and gigantic enterprises, our benefits being of a negative 
nature, as our objects are rather to correct and judge than 
to found and originate. At any rate it is a great thing to 
say that we have a strength of six thousand members, and 
we ought to feel proud of the fact that our voice is so 
powerful, and take care it shall be heard whenever occasion 
requires. 

Mr. Hampton Robebts said : Mr. Chairman and Gentle- 
men, — I rise to perform the task (one of which I may well 

foal nrniiH^ nf nrnnmin<r "Success to the Loudon Bicvcle 

Club." When I received a note last night firom Mr. Godlee 
asking me to propose this toast, I confess I felt somewhat 
taken aback, but I felt I must yield, and allow me to say 
at 0, ce that I appreciate the honour most sincerely. I 
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will now pans on to more important matters. In proposing 
succe&s to the London Bicycle Club one feels one is proposing 
success to all that is best for bicycling, for the London Club 
has long retained the position of the first and best in the 
world, and its members have always shown themselves fit 
to belong to the best. Of all clubs, too, there is not one 
which can boast such prominent names in the bicycling 
world. It possesses some of the very best men on the path, 
such as Eeith- Falconer, the brothers Whatton, the brothers 
Thorn, Jephson, the brothers Reynolds, Wyndham, H. 
Smith, and many others. On the road it has given us 
men like Rejmolds, Rucker, Alison, and other men whose 
names are household words, and this brings to my mind 
the name of W. A. Smith, one of the best and most 
renowned riders in the whole country, whose recent sad 
bereavement has filled many of our hearts with sorrow and 
sympathy. And in my opinion, great as has been the 
success of the London Club on the racing path, it is 
on the road that it has particularly shone: for have 
not its members travelled abroad with their bicycles 
far and wide, from the pretty roads of France to the 
grand slopes of the mountains of Switzerland and the sunny 
groves of Italy ; over the Pyrenees, through picturesque 
Germany, in fact all over civilised Europe ? To the solemn 
council chamber of the Bicycle Union have not the L.B.C. 
also sent such men as Godlee, Scrutton, W. A. and S. P. 
Smith, who have laboured energetically and successfully for 
the welfare of our sport ? Then there is its Gazette, which 
is always a source of useful information, and a strong link 
that binds its members together. " L.B.C." These simple 
letters are a sort of open sesame, a key to unlock all diffi- 
culties, such a magic influence do they command. Mr. 
Chairman and Gentlemen, I propose the toast Success to 
the London Bicycle Club/' and couple with it the name of 
your Captain, Mr. T. E. Scrutton, a gentleman who is at 
once a bicyclist, a scholar, and a speaker, and one who may 
at some future date occupy the highest seat in his profession. 
That he may do so is, I am sure, the earnest wish of all of 
us, as also that he may continue long to devote his abilities 
to assist his colleagues in endeavouring to secure all that is 
good for bicycling, and you will allow me to add my personal 
testimony to the fact that there are few men who could 
devote more attention and appreciation than he does. I 
have great pleasure in coupling his name with the toast. 
(Applause.) 

T. K SoRUTTON said : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — 
There is a good old saying that we should believe only a 
quarter of what we read, and about a tenth of what we 
hear." I think it is peculiarly applicable this evening, not 
only to the very kind and flattering speech of Mr. Roberts, 
but also to any review of the events of the past year. 
Diligent readers of their Gazette will remember that at 
the beginning of the year we were engaged in discussinjjj 
whether our Club was dead ; why it was dead, and b ..^ 



much dead it was ; whether there was any chance of 
putting life into it, or whether it was, in words not my 
own, a galvanised corpse." There is a tale too long to 
quote here of an Irish wake, where the relatives of the 
deceased had met to recount his virtues and drink his 
whisky ; and after faint praise had reached the stage of 
decided blame, when suddenly the corpse arose, and with 
forcible language and personal violence drove its critics 
out of doors. Well, sir, our Club has not taken such 
a vengeance on its detractors, but it has answered us 
all by showing the life that is in it, with the result 
that never has any Captain of the LB.C, not even 
that model Captain who sits on my left (M. D. Rucker), 
had such a report to give of the year's work. For, sir, in 
what consists the life of a Club ? Not in giving concerts 
which are a financial success ; if it did, I am afraid I 
should have a poor report to make to-night. No, sir ; the 
life of a Club consists in the well-directed enei^ and 
enthusiasm it brings to bear on bicycling on the road and 
the path, in the zeal with which it promotes the common 
interests of our sport, and the ardour with which it 
upholds the character of those who engage in bicycling. 
And, judged by this test, the Club has every reason to be 
satisfied with the results of the year's work. In 1878 the 
average attendance at our meets thoughout the Club was 
36J ; in 1879, 35i ; in 1880, 38J ; in 1881, 37i ; but this 
year it has risen to nearly 46. And this improvement is 
not the result of the energy of one district, or the work of 
one District Captain. It is shared by all the districts alike. 
The North-East has beaten all its previous annual averages 
with a record of 81 ; and has beaten its previous highest 
attendance of fifteen no less than four times. And the 
North-East has cultivated a q[)eciality. I don't allude to 
Captains and Treasurers, and all those minor officials ; it 
always has a stock of them on hand, and, if the Club should 
call on it at Christmas, will I have no doubt be ready to 
supply any vacancy. No, sir, the speciality of the North- 
East is paperchases, not the ordinary vulgar kind of paper- 
chase where the hounds-chase the hare ; it has been reserved 
for the North-East to invent a form of paperchase where the 
hounds sit down under a hedge and wait for the hare to 
come by, and when the hounds catch the hare after an 
eight mile run, during which they have been on the scent 
for a quarter of a mile only. Then the North-West have 
an average of 11*37 ; higher than any since 1879, and 
have tied their previous highest attendance of 27 in 1878. 
And the speciality of the N. W. has been secretaries. First 
they gave us a very good one in Mr. B^yce^ and th?n they 
supplied his^ace admirably with my friend -Mr. Price. 
My vpijg' chokes with emotion when I come to mention 
J;fa,i pet District of a Captain of the L.B.C., the South-East. 
^ The speciality of the South-East is District Captains. We 
thought they had done their best when in 1880 they gave 
us F. M. Williams, and the average of the district rose 
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from 8*45 to 1374 ; and it was very hard for any District 
Captain to follow Mr. Williams successfully. But the 
South-East were equal to the occasion, and they manu- 
factured Mr. Barker, and he very nearly equalled his pre- 
decessor with an average of 12'50 ; and it was doubly hard 
for any oflScer to follow Messrs. WilKams and Barker. But 
still the S.E. were not beaten, asd they produced Mr. 
H. G. A. Brown, and Mr. Brown comes here to-night with 
an average of 14'13, the highest average ever recorded for 
a district of the Club, and with a highest attendance of 33, 
beating all previous records of the Club. Any words that 
I can use must seem tame to membeis of the S.E., who know 
how hard Mr. Brown has worked for his district, and I must 
leave his deeds to speak for themselves. There was, sir, 
another speciality which the South-East might have ckimed, 
though I should hardly have dared to attribute it to them 
on account of a certain curious touchiness which the 
mention of it always rouses in them. But other districts 
have taken their honours. It has been reserved for the 
S.W. and W. to bring nine ladies to one meet, and under 
the most romantic circumstances. An island in a river — 
a storm coming on ; a ruined boat-house with dusky and 
secluded comers ; nine ladies and nine gentlemen sheltering 
in couples from tiie storm, and a luxurious finale of salmon 
and pigeon-pie. And to the Captain of the S.W. is due 
the credit of the highly successful picnics in his district. 
After alluding to the Bath Trial, the President's ride from 
Land's End to John-o'-6roate, and H. R. Reynold's ride 
from London to York, the speaker recited a long list of 
racing successes which will appear in due course in the Blue 
Book. Alluding to the Oxford and Cambridge Matches, 
he said : " Our defeats here were not discreditable to us, 
for the Matches were virtually ' the London v. the Univer- 
sity division of the L.B.C.' ; of the nine places in the 
Oxford team, seven were filled by the members of the L.B.C., 
and an eighth has just joined us ; and in the Cambridge 
team five places out of the nine were L.B.C. men, and of 
the ten winners against us in the two matches^ eight are 
now members of the London Bicycle Club. In the Inter- 
University Match, also, out of sixteen places eleven were filled 
by members of the London, including two out of the three 
winners of races." And now, Sir, I must ask the visitors to 
excuse me if I say a few words of a personal nature to the 
dub. I have to thank them all. District Captains, 
Committee, and private members for their great kindness 
to me during my yean of office, and I wish to do so more 
especially because this is probably the last time I shall 
address them as Captain of the LB.C. (No> no.) I have 
felt it airery great honour to be your Captain for two yean ; 
but it has been more than an honour. Tou have made my 
office a very great pleasure to me, and it will be one of my most 
pleasant memories. But I feel that I have no right to continue 
in office unless! can give the Club the time that the work 
demands ; and, because I caimot do so, I fed it my duty to 



resign the post of Captain. I cannot do so, however, with- 
out thanking you all very heartily and earnestly for the 
constant courtesy, generosity, and kindness you have on all 
occasions shown towards me. 

S. P. Smith, in proposing the toast of " Other Clubs," 
said that with some of these other Clubs we were on 
terms of intimacy, while the doings of others were known to 
us as being of public interest to all bicyclists, but of a large 
number more we had little knowledge. If anyone asked the 
reason of our drinking the health of these unknown Clubs, 
let him think how often he had experienced rudeness at 
their hands on the road, or unfair dealing on the path, and 
the answer would certainly be — ^very seldom indeed. 

The Rev. W. D'A. Cbofton said : Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen of the L.B.C., — Objecting, as I do, to public 
speaking, it was with agony of mind amounting almost to 
abject terror with which I read yesterday morning a letter 
firom your Hon. Sec. announcing the aw^ful tidings that I 
was put down to return thanks for the toast of " Other 
Cluba" Whilst feeling in the highest degree the compli- 
ment thus paid me, and thanking Mr. Price for thus 

breaking it to me gently," I feel most deeply gratefril to 
the gentlemen who arranged the lists of toasts this evening 
for having given me so able a colleague to help me in re- 
turning thanks as Mr. Lacy Hillier. I am, however, sorry 
to hear that he has been unable to come, owing to illness 
in his family. I had intended that the lion's share should 
have £EJlen to him ; for he is, I have heard, the representa- 
tive of many clubs, whilst I belong to only one or two. In 
his absence I feel that the eyes of all " other clubs " are 
upon me, and am completely overcome in consequence. ^ 
Of "other clubs" I know perhaps most about the two 
University Clubs (unless it be the old Amateur B.C.), and, 
confining my remarks to the Universities, I feel sure that 
all members of those two clubs, present as well as absent, 
feel highly complimented by the way in which the toast of 
" Other Clubs " has been received. There has always been 
a custom, and a good one too— and may it long continue to 
be the custom — ^for the prominent members of the Tarsity 
Clubs to be also members of the London. Should, however, 
this spread as rapidly in the future as it has done in the 
past, the annual races between Oxford and London, and 
Cambridge and London, will be about as thrillingly exciting^ 
as plajdng double dummy right hand against left. In the 
name, then, of the two Universities, and of all " other clubs," 
I thank you most hearty for the way in which you have 
received our healtL 

M. H. Jephson then proposed "The Officen and 
Committee." 

K S. Priob : At the present moment I feel like a 
man with but one desire, and that one desire is to sit 
down again as soon as possible. I'm sure, just after 
Rucker's song and Scrutton's speech which we have just 
heard, you don't want to hear anything more fix>m me. I 
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have to return thanks for the Officers and Committee, and 
Tm sure all the members of that body present here to-night 
would wish me to express their warmest thanks for the way 
in which you have all drunk their noble health, and I hope 
you will all support them in the future. 

H. G. A. Bbown, in complimentary terms, proposed 

The Bacing Members." 

The toast was responded to by the Pbesident, who said : 
It gives me the greatest pleasure to be with you again. 
On the occasion of the last dinner I was at Alexandria, but 
though unable to be with you in body I was with you in spirit. 
What with fevers and massacres, I am glad to have got 
back at all. The great defect of Egypt is that you cannot 
ride a bicycle there. (Laughter.) There are no proper 
roads. But let us hope that with English institutions and 
an English protectorate, a 'cycle ride to the second cataract 
and back may soon be considered a tame adventure. You 
have been good enough to couple my name with the toast 
of " The Racing Members." I believe that a good many 
people were somewhat surprised to see a certain person 
revive again on the path this year. The 'cycling papers 
had put him by on the shelf long ago. Let me tell you 
what it was that stirred me up to renewed activity this 
year. I had felt for a long time that the President of such 
a Club as yours ought to do what in him lies to further the 
interests and uphold the renown of that Club. Living as I 
do fifty-two miles from London, and engaged, as I usually 
am, in literary pursuits, it is very difficult for me to take 
that active and personal part in your affairs which I should 
like to take. I therefore thought to myself that if I could 
do a few more good performances in that department of 
bicycling for which I think I am best fitted, you would still 
consider me worthy of the position in which you have placed 
me. I tell you fairly that what most gratified me when I 
rode in the winner of the Fifty Miles Championship, or when 
I sat down stiff and sore and weary on Scotia's nothem shore, 
was the thought that once more I had contributed to shed 
lustre on this my Club. Let me assure you that all your 
affairs are of deep interest to me, and let me express the 
hope that I may long be able and worthy to fill the post of 
President of the first Metropolitan Club. (Hear, hear.) In 
responding to this toast I think I ought not to forget to pay 
a tribute of admiration to that finest of all 'cycle riders^ 
Herbert Liddell Cortis. He has, alas ! left us for a very far- 
off land. May success attend him. Before departing he gave 
me as thundering a licking as he could possibly have wished 
for. But if I was not able to beat him, there was one thing 
I could do, and that was to bear my defeat. I might have 
pleaded that my hind wheel had not been properly oiled, 
or that I had forgotten to have my hair cut or my chin 
shaved before the race ; but no, I confess that I was fairly 
beaten, and there was no more sincere congratulator of the 
winner than myself. The pleasure that I felt in congratu- 
lating him was increased by the fact that I knew that a 



certain person who t«ok a very peculiar and special 
interest in him had been watching him as he rode. 
Had I been the victor, imagine her feelings. My ride 
from the Land's End to John-o'-Groat's House has been 
mentioned this evening. Let me tell you that that 
experience demonstrated to me a twofold fact which I had 
always believed in before. That twofold fact is, firstly, 
that Oreat Britain is the most beautiful country in the 
world, and, secondly, tlut Scotland is the most beautifnl 
part of that country. Another thing that I realised during 
that ride more than I ever did before is the enormous spread 
of 'cycling throughout our kingdom. There is a bicycle 
club at Penzance, ten miles from the Land's End, and there 
is another at Wick, nineteen miles from John-o'-Qroat's. 
I am pleased to see that the University Clubs are repre- 
sented here to-night. Let me express a hope that the 
L.B.C., the O.U.BLC, aid the C.U.Bi.C. may always enjoy 
the most cordial and fiiendly relations, and form a three- 
fold cord which shall not easily be broken. To conclude, 
let me thank you heartily for the way in which you have 
drunk the health of the racing members. (Hear, hear.) 

Theo. Godlee said : It is always embarrassing when one 
rises at this time in the evening to propose a toast, as one 
feels that everyone wishes one to compress one's remarks into 
one minute, even on such an important subject as the 
L.B.C. Gazette, and my embarrassment has been increased 
by the very kind reception you have been good enough to 
accord to me, and even more by being obliged to break the 
silence which follows on so very charming a song as that to 
which we have just listened. I wish I could claim Mr. 
Rucker's excuse, and abuse the framer of the toast list, 
or plead ignorance of the subject, but neither of these is 
practicable in my case. As regards the toast, I am one of 
those who regard the Gazette as one of the strongest bonds 
of union which bind us together, and not only ourselves 
who are actively engaged in the affairs of the Club but also 
those who may have retired from active service and those 
scattered in distant lands or remote parts of the country. 
I think it most valuable as providing us with a constant 
record of the life of the Club. Members will remember 
there was a talk at the General Meeting of diminishing the 
number of issues, but fortunately this was averted, and we 
have had our Gazette as usual As regards this year I 
think we may congratulate ourselves that it is even better 
than usual, as it has been confined to purely cycling matter, 
and we have had an entire absence of those interesting but 
irrelevant Canoes. This is no discredit to former Editors, 
but to yourselves, gentlemen, and you have been to blame 
if the Editors of former years had recourse to such ^natter. 
We turn almost without any sensible change from the 
Gazette to its Editor, who is its life and soul. Mr. 
Williams we all know not only as an excellent Editor but 
as a good friend, a good rider, and a good fellow in every 
way. He had no easy task to even keep up to the level of 
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the Y&tj able men who preceded him, bat he has succeeded^ 
and after making a splendid success as a District Captain 
he has made another as Editor. But there is no rose 
without a thom^ and, alas, Mr. Williams is leaving, and 
this I feel the one melancholy thing in relation to the toast 
I have to propose, and I can assure you that having only 
heard it this evening it has ahnost prevented my addressing 
you at alL Qentlemen, I trust you will excuse my occupjdng 
eight and a half minutes at so late an hour, and will join 
with me in drinking suceess to the L.B.G. Gazette, coupled 
with the name of Mr. Williams, its Editor. 

F. M. Williams said : Mr. Chairman and Oentlemen, — 
I thank you very much for the kind manner in which you 
have greeted me to-night, but I feel that your thanks are 
not due to me, but to yourselves, who have kept me so 
plenteously supplied with good matter during the past year. 
The " Oenial Maclean," of whom you have all heard, would 
tell you, if you were to ask him, that this past year has 
been a kind of millennium in Oazettb matters, for there has 
always been a lining to the " tub." When you appointed 
me " Editor," the one thing which troubled me most was 
that I might be called upon to exercise the authority with 
which you vested me, and have to reject some contributions. 
I am thankful to say, gentlemen, that I have never yet 
been obliged to refuse any matter, and everjrthing that has 
been sent up in a completed form has been published, or is 
in course of publication. I must not omit to express my 
gratitude to our Captain, Theo. Qodlee, Mr. Q. F. Cobb, 
The Rev. W. D'A. Crofton, W. R. Sewell, R. G. Francis, 
and many others, for their constant contributions of excel- 
lent materials. I could have wished to have received more 
matter from the facile pen of Ashley Barrett, but it would 
have been perhaps too much to expect much from him 
after his exertions in 1880 and 1881. I hope next year 
to often see his compositions in the Oazbtte. Oentlemen, 
you have well supported me during the past year ; may 
you support equally well my successor in the future. 

A. Labqe proposed " The Ladies." 

C. H. F. Christie, returning thanks for " The Ladies," 
said : Mr. President and Gentlemen, — In rising to respond 
to this toast, I feel I cannot do better than repeat what 
Mr. Large has said in proposing it, namely, that I could 
wish the task had fallen into the hands of one more com- 
petent to undertake it, — a member of the West or South 
West, or, best of all, the South West District Captain, who, 
as our Captain has told us, has the credit of being the first 
to induce ladies to attend a meet. But though any of the 
ladies whose healths we have drunk or the D.C. I have 
mentioned would thank you much more ably than I can 
do, not one of them can do so more heartily. Qentlemen, 
I thank you most warmly in the name of the ladies for the 
cordial manner in which you have drunk this toast. 

AsHLET Babbett, in proposing the health of the Chair- 
man, said: Mr. Chairman, — am sure I express the feeling 



of all my companions in the L.B.C. when I say that we are 
very pleased to have you back in Engknd once more, 
although last year your laconic telegram from the Albert 
Nyanza, or the sources of the Nile, told us you had not 
forgotten us. If I were asked to point out the most im- 
portant events of the year in the racing world, I should 
refer to your unexpected return to the cinder path and to 
the departure therefrom of your companion in the recent 
twenty miles race against time. But, sir, through your 
splendid riding in the Bicycle Union Fifty Miles Amateur 
Championship, which you won in the unprecedented time of 
2 hr. 43 min. 58 j sec, thus securing the record and cutting 
the previous one by 6 min. 52 sec. ; ' and your unsuccessfrd 
though plucky ride with Mr. Cortis at Surbiton in his 
memorable victory against time over the twenty mile course 
on the 2nd August — ^although these prove that your Oriental 
life has not lessened your love for the pigskin, yet if further 
proof be needed that your staying power and your enthusiasm 
is not diminished, we find it in that long ride which you 
made alone, in spite of storms and rocky roads, from Land's 
End to John-o'-Groat's House — 994 miles— in thirteen days 
(less 45 min,). Oentlemen, I ask you to drink the health 
of the Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer, and I congratulate you 
upon having as your chairman this evening, and as 
President of our Olub, such a true sportsman and such 
an ornament to the grand sport that we all love. 

The President, replying to the toast, spoke as follows : 
While thanking you very warmly for the way in which you 
have drunk my health, I will take this opportunity of men- 
tioning two facts which (asalways happens) I fotgot to include 
in my last speech to you. The first is an event which I consider 
the best of all my performances. Oentlemen, I have tried a 
double tricycle. (Laughter.) You may perhaps have an 
idea who my partner was — (loud cheers) — ^a fat man 
weighing sixteen stone. (Loud laughter.) He was no 
other than my witty, weighty friend, the Rev. W. R. 
MowlL Would that he were here to describe to you in his 
own graphic way that 100 miles ride on a sociable tricycle 
which we accomplished. We made up thirty stone between 
us, not to speak of the weight of the machine. He had 
never ridden a tri. before, though he had once risked his 
life on a bicycle. You can imagine what that meant for 
me at the first start off. But he was an apt pupil, and I 
soon taught him how to put all his weight into his work. 
(Laughter.) In fact the energy which we imparted to that 
machine was such that in a very short time it was useless, 
and our trip came to a premature termination. The other 
fact which I must mention is in connection with my road 
ride. I have learnt for the first time this evening that a 
burning controversy has been raging in the cycling papers 
about your humble servant Let me then simply say that 
I started from the Land's End Hotel at 4.5 a.m. on Monday, 
June 5th, and arrived at the John-o'-Oroat's House Hotel 
at 8.20 a.m. on Sunday, June 18th. Add to this the fact 
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I rode on thirteen different days as I have described in my 
account published in the Oazstts, and then, if anyone is 
clever enough to prove that I did not ride on Sunday 11th, 
arithmetic is not what it was when I was at school ; but 
I shall be very glad, because I have always had a shrinking 
from Sunday riding. If I did wrong spare your reproofs, 
for I have already been most severely handled on that 
score, — ^first by a High Calvinist tailor in the town of 
Weatherby, who, on the morning of Sunday the 11th of 
June refused sternly to execute a small repair which 
decency forbade me to neglect ; secondly, by a policeman 
in the town of Wick, who, as I rode past him as the last 
stroke of midnight had just sounded, called to me in a 
loud and uncompromising voice, ''Young maan, ye've 
brokken the Saabeth.'' I replied, mildly, that the day was 



Sunday, and not the Sabbath, which was Saturday, where- 
upon he said, " Thaat's a maater of opeenion," and I was 
dumb. Let me add that I should not like to see the prac- 
tice of Sunday riding universal, but for those who are 
cooped up in a bad air and bricks and mortar scenery all 
through the week, I cannot think of anything more blessed 
for such than that they should seek fresh air and healthy 
exercise on the Sunday, by means of a machine which 
involves no extra labour for anyone. (Hear, hear.) 

During the evening Mr. Button added considerably to 
the enjoyment of the members by his excellent rend^ing 
of " Oft in the Stilly Night," and other songs. 

The dinner was brought to a conclusion by all the mem- 
bers standing on their chairs and singing '' Auld Lang Syne," 
with joined hands. 
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RAVINGS OF A CYCLOMANIAC.~No. XI. 

I say, look out ! Give me my pen and a wide berth ; I 
can feel another attack coming on. Just as I was beginning 
to think I should never have any more attacks, I was turn- 
ing over some loose papers when my eye caught the words 
on a bill : " To repainting bycyde, so much," and thoughts 
have entered my head which might produce serious con- 
sequences unless put down on paper. 

My thoughts travel back to the ages of the past when a 
certain young fellow-maniac (now tamed, reclaimed, and 
thoroughly domesticated), used to be a most enthusiastic 
rider. Ah me ! alas ! he never rides now. Anyhow, years 
and years and years ago, so many years ago that there is no 
need to say how many, this enthusiastic being bought a 
beautiful 50-iuch bicycle. He kept it more or less in con- 
stant use, either by riding it himself or lending it to me, 
until he had to go abroad. He then gave it me altogether 
on the following strange condition — that it was to be mine 
only so long as I kept it in thorough going order. All he 
said he wanted was that it should have a good home. I 
wonder what a bicycle would consider a good home ? 
Whether this one has had that great desideratum or not 
the reader must decide. If variety and perpetual change 
constitutes a good home the creature has had no reason to 
growl. Being strong and heavy, not to say massive, it has 
had the pleasure of taking me out at night, during bad 
weather, and over the worst roads; consequently at various 
times it has required repaurs. I have had it now many 
years, and it is still in thorough going order ; else I should 
have had to return it. This is a part of its strange, event- 
fiil history. Shortly after I got it a spoke broke ; this 
didn't matter much, as it went as well as ever. A hard 
ride one day over paved roads settled a couple more spokes, 
so it was necessary to have them replaced with new ones. 
To do this new hubs and axle had to be got, and a. certain 
number, if not a complete set of spokes. Whilst I was about 
it I got some new cranks. Next the handlebar was too 
short — got a new on& Saddle proved an instrument of 
torture — ^got another. Spring broke one day in a crowded 
street in London—jolly of it— got a new one. Hind t3rre 
got cut badly — ^got a new one. Not long after the 
front tyre showed signs of being worn out — got a new 
one. Truly I kept it in thorough going order; the 
whole machine was rapidly going all over. Paint got 
shabby — had it repainted. The steerage got rickety 
— had it seen to. About a year after this I put 
another coat of paint on myself on the top of the other 
two. A rude friend asked if I did it to strengthen it I 
Not long ago the old socket steerage began to rift, and one 
day slowly deposited the rider quite gently into the road. 
Considerate of it. Got a completely new steerage-centres 
instead of old socket. To do this had to send for neck, 
• centres, handles, handle-bar, lever-brake and log-guard. 
The man who put the new head on burnt off so much paint 



that it had to be re-painted (hence the above-quoted bill 
for re-painting hycycle). Had it coated a serviceable dark 
black. It looks so like new that neither the maker nor 
original owner would know it for the same machine. And 
not without reason, for the only parts of the original are the 
hind wheel, the front wheel rim, some of the front spokes 
(I think), the back fork, the hind bearings, the backbone to 
within a few inches of the head-stock, about a foot of each 
prong of the front fork, and — ^yes — ^and the step. And it's 
in thorough going order still, for the hind wheel cones are 
going rapidly. Has it had a good home? Some parts 
have, I think, yet some will seek a home elsewhere soon, I 
fear. It aint much to look at, but, my word ! it's a rum 
'un to go. It is a great favourite of mine. 

A fellow-'cyclomaniac writes that a certain firm of makers 
have a new patent coming out by which they will lower the 
weight of their light racers (almost the lightest in the 
market) quite seven poands without loss of strength or 
rigidity. My friend asks will they do it thus : The strain 
on the spokes and the backbone, he says, is all at the 
ends, therefore cut away the middle and leave the ends 
only. Also the upper three-quarters of the wheels are of 
no use, as they never touch the ground, so you might as 
well cut them away too. He is still at large, but is coming 
to stay with me soon. 

This reminds me of the following : For what purpose is a 
brake used on a bicycle ? In order to prevent the machine 
from running away with the rider down hilL Is there, then, 
a tendency in bicycles to run down hill ? Certainly there 
is. Doubtless, then, it is this tendency of which you speak 
which makes the t^sk of riding up a hill upon a bicycle so 
laborious ? Of a truth that is so. Why, then, do you not 
put on the brake in order to assist you up the hill ? I 
pause for a reply. 

The fame of a new saddle has reached me. An iron T 
frame, with an endless strap rove backwards and forwards 
from the bottom of the T to alternate sides of the cross-bar. 
Ought to form a cool and yielding seat. 

The latest tip of which I've heard is always to breathe 
through your nose when riding. It is said to add to the 
powers of endurance. That may be, but it doesn't seem to 
add much to one's pace. It has one advantage in that you 
might leave your bell at home, as the crowd disperse in terror 
when they hear the snorting of the coming grampus. One's 
nostrils want stretching like gloves. Should one sew up 
one's mouth like a ferret ? 

Gallet-Bell. 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
T. Child's address is now 244, Evering Road, Clapton, E. 

WillG.K. White kindly send us his present address?— [Ed. J 
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EMMELINE; on, THE DEAD HEAT. 
A Talk of the L— n A— c Club. 

CHAPTER I. 

IrUrodueea the heroine. The author aUo diecourses on heroina in 
general, 

Ehmelinb SwEETiKa was nineteen years of age, and an 
orphan. Of course she was both beautiful and accomplished ; 
otherwise she would not figure as heroine of this tale. 

I have to do with none but first quality heroines. For 
to fall in love with them is the most natural thing in the 
world ; and before all else an author should strive to be 
natural. 

Heroines of an inferior standard are bad bargains. Being 
short of the absolute perfection of the first order, they in- 
variably deport themselves in an outrageous manner, 
frequently committing the most egregious blunders, and 
causing the poor author to become prematurely grey 
through worrying to invent plausible excuses for the im- 
becilical conduct of the hero, and other male characters, 
who will persist, against all reason, in feeling a fondness for 
the wayward creature. 

So long as I can obtain a fairly sensible being for a 
heroine, I shall do it. When I cannot, I'll give up writing 
altogether. If I did so now, there might be no harm done. 

Who knows ? 

GHAPTEB n. 
The heroin^ $ pecuniary resoureee. 
Besides being lovely and accomplished, Emmeline pos- 
sessed yet another attribute. She was rich. Eight hundred 
a year so long as she remained a spinster, and twenty-seven 
thousand pounds, with the interest accruing therefrom, on 
her marriage, as a dot, were items not to be sneezed at. 
They were not sneezed at. 

OHAPTEB m. 
The Will 

Within seven months of the death of Sweeting pire, no 
fewer than three hundred and twenty-four separate shillings 
had been paid at Doctors' Commons by individuals interested 
in the deceased gentleman's will. To the majority the 
perusal appeared to afford the reverse of satisfaction, if 
chagrined looks, and such expressions as Stupid old idiot," 
" Must have been drunk," " Will ought to be disputed," 
are of any value as guides. What caused the consternation 
and vituperation was doubtless the following clause: — 
** Should, however, my daughter Emmeline marry any but 
a member of the L— n A — c Club, who must have held 
a Challenge Cup at least once, she shall for ever forfeit 
all claim to the said twenty-seven thousand pounds." 

Here was a chance for the athletes ! 

CHAPTER IT. 
The heroes. Their appearance and poiition. 
This tale has two heroes, which is only just and proper 
when the superlative qualities of the heroine are taken into 
consideration. The author makes no distinction between 



them, beyond the fact of their being two separate individuals. 
The reader, is however, welcome to prefer either to the other : 
it will make no difference to the author. 

The names of the two heroes were Reginald Elbower, and 
Percy McDouble. Both were tall, well formed, and hand- 
some, and ranked amongst the fleetest runners in England. 
In social and worldly position they were on an equal footing, 
and both were members of the L — ^n A— c Club, three 
Challenge Cups being held between them. They were, 
moreover, bosom friends. 

This is not usually the case with heroes of a tale. 

CHAPTER V. 
The L — n -4— c Glub^-^IU memJbert. 

The L— n fA— c Club could boast of the large 
number of eight hundred and forty-seven members. It was 
the largest club of the kind. Sweeting ph*e had been an 
enthusiastic member of it, hence the strange clause in his 
will. Of the eight hundred and forty-seven members, many 
were already married, and did not care a button for 
Emmeline and her £27,000. A large number, although 
being far from indifferent to the charms of the lady and her 
money, had long passed the time when they might have 
fulfilled the second condition contained in the clause. 
These two classes eliminated, a handsome balance of six 
hundred and odd remained to aspire to the hand of the 
damsel. 

Who did aspire will be seen. 

CIUPTBR VI. 
The effect of the clause on the mt/mhers. 
That many young gentlemen regarded their chances as 
not altogether hopeless, was shown by the enormous increase 
of runners practising, and by the unprecedented number of 
entries received by the Hon. Secretary for the Challenge 
Cup races. Everyone seemed to have suddenly set his heart 
upon holding a Challenge Cup, and the ordinary handicaps 
were almost neglected in consequence. 
But nearly all had but their labour for their pains. 
CHAPTER vn. 
The prowess of the two heroes, 
Elbower and McDouble were too many for the rest of the 
competitors. They won everything, and retained the whole 
of the Challenge Cups between them. McDouble won all 
the short races, and Elbower all the long ones. 

It was perhaps hard on the others ; but why did not 
they run faster ? 

CHAPTER vm. 
The feelings of the heroine, — Her dilemma. 
The heroine being a sensible young lady, did not fall 
romantically in love with any one. She confined herself 
to liking. Of all young men she liked two the best. 
Naturally they were Reginald and Percy. But there was 
one diflSculty : she liked them equally well. The fact is, 
they were so similar in everything, that it was impossible 
to like one without being favourably impressed with the 
other. 
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Emmeline was perturbed in consequence. Had there 
been no Re^nald, she would have chosen Percy ; abolish 
Percy, and Keginald would have been the favoured one. 
With the two before her eyes she could not choose. She 
could not help it that there were two, so she made up her 
mind to take the one who proposedjfirst. 

I call this a good idea. 

OHAFTEB IZ. 
The tiDo proposdU, 

I have said that Percy and Reginald were bosom friends. 
As such they refused to adopt the axiom that " all is fair 
in love and war/' and neither would seek to take any 
advantage over the other. Thus it came to pass that one 
morning, at breakfast, Emmeline received two offers of 
marriage, couched in precisely the same words. From whom 
thev were the reader may guess. Reginald and Percy had 
both proposed at the same time I 

How awkward ! 

OHAPTEB X. 

8how8 the authoT^B wisdom in detding toiih first quality heroines only. 

The position was'now to all appearances more embarrassing 
than ever. And so it would nave proved to a heroine of 
ordinary capacities. But to Emmeline it presented a simple 
method for settling the vexed question. A heroine of an 
inferior order would, for no earthly reason whatever, have 
taken a violent liking to one of the young men, and accepted 
him. His friend would thenceforth be transformed into his 
bitterest enemy, and would for ever afterwards dog his 
steps, and eventually throw him out of a railway carriage, 
or push him down a well. The lady would then in all pro- 
bability go mad and die in a lunatic asylum, unless she 
took it into her head to be revenged upon the murderer of 
her lover, in which task she would succeed after a lapse of 
about six-and-thirty years, when the circumstances of her 
case had been forgotten by everyone but herself. 

Our heroine does none of these things. 

OHAPTEB XI. 
Emmdim^s decision. 
What she did do will be rendered apparent by a perusal 
of the following letter, a copy of which was sent to each of 
the rivals in love. The reader will kindly supply the name 
in each case : — 

" Mifls Emmeline Sweeting acknowledges the receipt of Mr. 's 

letter of yesterdfty, and ezpressdg the high honoor she feels at the offer 
contained therein. 

" To it Miss E. S. begs to reply as foUows : At the next meeting 
of the L — n A — c Glnb there wiU be a race for the Quarter-Mile 
Challenge Cup. Let the winner call upon Miss E. S. on the following 
day." 

Guess (without looking at the last chapter) who was the 
lucky caller. 

CHAPTBB Xll. 
The interest taken in the raee, and other matters connected 
thereioith. 

The race was happily chosen, for it was a distance at 
which the respective powers of the two runners were likely 
to be venr equal. The excitement amongst athletes was 
intense, for hitherto Percy and Reginald had avoided 
meeting each other on the path. No one could venture to 
say who would win, for against Percy's speed had to be set 
the wonderful staying powers of Reginald. Each had pre- 
pared himself with the greatest care, and as they toed the 
scratch, side by side, everyone remarked that never had a 
fitter pair been seen. 



There were no more competitors, the other runners being 
frightened out of the field. 

Don't think them cowardly, reader, for you would have 
been the same. 

OHAFTER Xni. 
The race. 

On receiving the signal from the starter Percy dashed 
away at a terrific pace, and at half distance led by fully 
five yards. So well did he seem to be going that cries of 
" Mac wins" were heard all over the ground, met by others 
of "No, he doesn't," as during the next hundred yards 
Elbower drew a little closer. One hundred and twenty 
yards from home Percy's great pace slackened a trifle, and 
Keginald was within two yards of him. Cries of " Elbower 
wins " were now heard. Eighty yards from the tape a yard 
only intervened between the runners, and fifty yards from 
it but two feet. At every stride Reginald gained a trifle, 
and with ten yards more to travel he was but six inches to 
the bad. As they dashed through the tape no one but the 
judge could say who was in front. 

It was evidently a very close thing. 

CIIAFTEB XIV. 
The result. 

It was a dead heat ! 

OHAPTER XV. 

Shows that even the most ingenious plans may occasionally fail. 

The question now is, whom shall Emmeline marry ? She 
promised to marry the winner of the race. But there are 
two of him. The laws of her country will not allow her to 
marry both, and she cannot marry one without breaking 
faith with the other. As she will not do this, and may not 
commit bigamy, what mil she do ? 

What, 1 wonder ! 

CHAPTER XVI. AND LAST. 
The author's explanation. 
I don't know ! ! ! E. T. S. 



ECHOES. 

I am told that a member whom we older members used 
to know very well on the road and elsewhere was rather 
early for the dinner the other nicht, and overheard the 
ofiicers arrange the table, when the following unlikely obser- 
vation escap^ them : " Oh, (mentioning his name) ; 

he's nobody." But the member must have dreamt this. 
« • ♦ • • ♦ 

Our inimitable toastmaster at the Dinner confided to a 
member that he proposed to ^ive out Mr. Scrutton as about 
to sing the alto song, " Oft m the stilly night." The said 
meml^r expressed an opinion that on the whole the Captain 
would hardly sing it much better than Mr. Dutton ; perhaps 
he was right. 

The toastmaster was more eccentric even than usual, and 

insisted in stating that each toast was " coupled with name" 

of the proposer. This was brought to a climax by his calling 

on the company to "raise silence for the toast of your 

President, Mr. Ashley Bartlett" 

• • « • • • 

Perhaps the " St. James' " is not the best possible place 
for hearmg music, but we fancy some men will remember 
the dinner of 1882 as the year when Mr. Dutton sang, 
" Oft in the stilly night," and Stephen Smith is entitled to 
the grateful thanks of the Club for his trouble in connection 
with the musical programme. 
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R. P. H. Roberts, in very flAttering tenns, proposed 
'' Success to the L.B.G./' but there was a fear at one time 
liis speech would never end, as ho began to mention the 
distinguished members of the Club, and the Club cheered 
each one as they were mentioned. Fortunately he gave in, 
and comprehended the rest in general terms, or we should 
be there still. 

Although our post-prandial eloquence this year was 
above the average, I am tempted for once to play the part 
of captious critic, and to re^et that our speaicers were not 
a little less verbose. Nothing but a stem desire to do my 
duty by my Editor kept me out of bed till the unwonted 

hour of twelve to hear the final tor.st of " The Chairman." 

• ••»•« 

Although there is a mighty sameness about public dinners, 
vet the careful mind will note traits of humour in each. 
The toastmaster was the chief source of fun at our 
A nnual Banquet, as the caterers magniloquently called it. 
He was an unobtrusive person witli stentorian voice, a 
bland smile, and a disposition towards the end of the 

evening to mix toasts and speeches a good deal. 

• ••••• 

I am re<]^uested to thank Messrs. Dutton and A. Large 
for their kind assistance in carrying out the musical part of 
the Entertainment. 

A correspondent informs me that there is a feature in 
this year's S.E. Ball which is sure to " draw." Unfortunately 
I can't make out, from his somewhat indistinct caligraphy, 
whether the feature is " ladies " or " babies " — probably the 
latter. 

• ••••• 

The Captain has promised to attend the S.E. Ball. I 

hore all members wiu follow his good example. 

• • • • • • 

The S.E. intend to beat, if possible, the S.W. Ladies' 
record. 

• ••«•• 

Our members' younger brothers will do well to invest in 
a small magazine, entitled the Union Jack, in which some 
excellent articles by one of Cars " are appearing on 

" Lacrosse," " Hare and Hounds," " Burmah," etc. 

• ««•«• 

During the last three seasons W. J. Williams has attended 

sixty-five meets, and scored one hundred and twenty-five 

points out of a possible seventy-two meets and one hundred 

and forty-one points. 

« • « • • • 

On the 6th November, at 12, College Road, Bromley, the Wife of 
Fbedebiok Monieb Williams of a bod. 

««««•• 

" That plucky * Otter ' (C. Newman)," says the Sporting 
Life, won the second prize in the 122 Yards Open Swimming 
Handicap at the Gadogan S.C. Annual Entertainment in 
October last, and B. Newman was second in the Six 
Lengths Race at the Otter S.C. Sports. Rambler. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sir,— In reply to " J. W. L.'s " letter in last Gazbttb, 
I am pleased to say that, with tlie exception of the very 
few subscriptions still outstanding, every member but four 
has paid the special call, which has now realised slightly 
over forty-eight pounds, almost the exact amount of last 
year's deficit. Two of the four members who have not 
paid the call have objected on principle. 
^ I am also glad to say that, owing to the way in which the 


deficit has been met, there is every probability of there 
being a balance in haiid at the end of the year. 

The ready way in which the call has been responded to 
clearly shows that the very great majority of the Club agree 
/ with the proposers, that the first and best principles were to 
establish the Club on a perfectly solvent footing, and then 
to try to avoid a futuT-e deficit. 

I take this opportunity of thanking members for the very 
little trouble they have given me in the collection of the 
extra five shillings. R. B. Hough. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — Your November issue contains a letter si^ed 
"J. W. L.," in which the writer states that he considers 
those members who have not forwarded a donation of 5s. 
to the Club funds are placed in a " somewhat discreditable 
position." Kindly permit me to show that this view of 
the case is erroneous. 

I presume that every member has a right to decline to 
pay, for two perfectly honourable reasons. One, that he 
cannot afi'ord to ; in which case, as he joined the Club on 
the terms that he paid a subscription only, he can have no 
slur cast on his character if he objects to further charges. 
The other : If he refuses to pay on principle. 

The latter is my c«ase, and my reasons are these : We 
started our club in the first instance as a society of gentle- 
men riders, with a subscription of, I believe, l(k 6d. 
The idea was successful to a remarkable degree, and mem< 
hers joined in such numbers that to avoid ill feeling we 
found it advisable to refuse to elect any one who already 
belonged to existing clubs. After a time, for causes 
well-known to old members, we started the Qazbtte, and 
raised the subscription to 21s., and though the annual 
guinea is cheerfully paid by actual members, yet, combined 
with the competition of good clubs springing up on every 
side, it has most seriously checked the influx of new mem- 
bers. To understand this fully, we must bear in mind that 
when our sport first began athletic men of all ages took to 
it, whereas now, as soon as a young fellow, fresh nrom school 
or college, can afford it, he buys a bicycle and joins a good 
club. He has already spent to him a considerable sum on 
a machine and outfit, and naturally prefers to pay as little 
in mere fees as possible. Therefore when we see that in 
spite of the hundreds of eligible men who commence riding 
every year our numbers show a distinct falling off, it be- 
comes the duty of every well-wisher of the Club to resist 
anyirregular increase of the liability of members. 

While fully appreciating the generosity of the gentleman 
who offered to mako up any deficiency which might 
result if his plan did not succeed, I trust " J. W. L." 
will see that no discredit attaches to any member who 
has in no way consented to or approved of an impromptu 
proposition, and therefore takes no further notice of it. — 
Yours truly, Thos. Gro. Nevill. 

23, Canonbury Road, N., Nov. 18th, 1882. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received with thanks.— -Edgar J. Sherriff. A.KB. 
6.P.C. — Thanks. We shall be glad to receive the list. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribations must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and must be received not later than Tuesday, the 2nd prox., 
at 5 p.m. 

iPrinted for the Proprietor.s by Darling Sl Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Esstcheap, London, E.O.— December 1, 1882, 
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